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GENERAL ASSEMBLY

OF THR

Fresbptervian @huvel of Australio.

Right Rev. the Moderator:
Rsv. DAVID BRUCE, D.D., North 8t. Leonards, Sydney.

Clerks of the General Assembly:
Rev. JAMES 8. LAING, D.I2., (Senior), Muswellbrook, N.5.W.

Rev. GEORGE TATT, M.A. (Junior), South Yarra, Melbourne.

The Procurator:
Mz JOHN GARLAND, LL.B, M.L.A., Sydney.

The Law Agents:
Messrs. DAVIES & CAMPBELL, Melbourne.

Treasurers:
THE TREASURERSHIP COMMITTEE OF THE NEW SOUTIH
WALES CUHURCH.

Seots Church, York Street, Sydney.




GENERAL ASSEMBLY

OF THE

Fresbyterian @huvely of Justralia.

THE THEOLOGICAIL HALLS,

ORMOND COLLEGE, MELBOURNE.

Professor of Christian Phitosophy and Apologetic and New Testament Gireek Exegesis—
Rev. J. Lavresce Resrourn, DD,

Professor of Church History and Systematic Theology—Rruy, M. Macnoxarn, D.D.
Professor of Helwew and Old Testament Exegesis—Rev, A. Camierrrn Sarmi, BLA.

*Wilson " Lecturer on Elocution—

ST, ANDREW'S COLLEGE, SYDNEY,

Professor of Hebrew and Exegetical Theology of Old Testament—Ruv. ANDREW
Havrver, D.D.

Professor in Apologetics and Ethics—REv. Josin Kinross, D1
Lecturer in Exegetical Theology of New Testament—Rrey, Grorce Maclawzs, DD,
Lecturer in Historical Theology —REev, Tnomas K. Crovsrox, D1,
Lecturer in Systematic Theology—Rev, W, M, I Macky, T D,
¢ Breel 7 Lecturer in Pastoral Theology—Rev. Rosert Kay, M. A, (1904).
Lecturer in Ecelegiastical Law and Procedure—Jouy Gawnann, Ese, LL.B., ML, A.
EXAMINERS :

FOR ENTRANCE EXAMINATION,
Seripture and Catechism—Rueva. R, Mukray, NLA_, and J. B. Russerrn, B.D.
Hebrew—REevs, D Sarrro, 8L AL, and J. V. MeNaik.
Greek —Revs, 1) Paroxn, D D, and D. M. Barxgr, B.A.

Lugic and Philosopliy—Revs, J. Marnew, B.D., and F. 15, Oxgx, 1. L.

FOR EXIT EXANINATION.
Theology—REevs. A 8keNn, M.A, and J. Avip, ML AL

Chuveh History—Revs. 8. Fraskr, M. A., and R, Scorr West.

New Testament tiveek—REvs., R. Steen, M. A, and 1. Giniiks, B.D,
Hebrew—Ruvs, 1. Cosn, B.D., and Hreu M. Bugss, B.D,

Apologetics—Rrvs. W. G. Macovocuir, M.A,, and J. K. Bruck,

The Examination Board consists of the Examiners and the College Cimmitice,
with the Professors and Lecturers, nembers ex officio.




NOTANDA.

Special attention is directed to the following

matters :—

DATE of Meeting of next General Assembiy—At Melbourne, on
Wednesday, 20th Neptemnber, 19035, at T pom,

INSTRUCTIONS—
Centenary B. & F. Bible Society, 6th MMarch, 1904 Minute 35
Claims of lsrael, the Sabbath before Kaster, 1604... Minute 61
Claims of Ministry on Young Men. .. .. Minute 78
Day of Thanksgiving for Rain o ... Minute 111
Foreign Missions .. ... Alinute 47
Ministers Unattached ... Minute 1067
The Record ... ... AMinute 33
Nehedule of Statistics .. Miuute 114 p. 113
Temperance Sabbath... voo  Minute 59
Year Book ... ... Minute 32
REMITS—
To STATE ASSEMBLIES AND PRESBYTERIES.
Home Mission Ncheme ... Minute 63 p. 07
Procedure in Discipline So. Minute 99
Reception of Ministers, RRules ... Minute 67

To PRESBYTERIES
Overture on e officio Members Sot : Miute 119 p. 59
To HOME MISSION COMMITTEE.
Orverture on Minister-Bvangelists .. ... Minute 63 p. 57
To CODE COMMITTEE.
Overture on Position and Rights of Adberents ... Minute 109
To LAW QOFFICERS,
The Designation of Assemblies ... .. Minute 67

To PUBLIC QUESTIONS COMMITTEE.

Celebration of the Four Jundredth Anniversary
of the Birth of John Knox ... Minute 115







Presbyterian Churely of Australia,

MINUTES

OF TIHR

PROCEEDINGS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE PRESBYTERIAN
CHURGH OF AUSTRALIA.

SESSION THIRD.

At Sydney, and within St. Stephew s Clurch, Phillip-street, on Wednesday, the
23rd day of September, 1903, «t 7 p.m.

1. Tue GrNeealL AsseaBLy of the Presbyterian Church of Australia Upening of
Hsembly.
convened. Public worship was conducted by the Right Rev. the Retiring i
Moderator (Dr. Hay) who preached from Judges xii. 6. After sermon, the

Assembly was constituted with prayer by the Moderator.

2. Tusge was laid on the table the Roll of the General Assembly priuted Rell tabled.

in the White Book. The 1oll was reccived, and its adjustment postponed
to to-morrow morning’s Sederunt.
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Reporl : Business
Committee,

Hours of
Meeting.

Business
Connnittee,

Committee of
Selection,

Serutineers.

Rev, R. A Redl-
wond assoriated,

b PROCEEDINGS OF THE GENENAL ASSEMBLY OF THR

3. Tue Mopgraror having intimated that of the seven Ministers
nominated for the Moderator’s Chair, the Rev. David Druce, Doctor of
Divinity, Senior Minister of North t. Leonards, Sydney, had received a
majority of Presbyterial votes, Dr. Clouston moved:—That Dr. Bruece's
uomination be sustained, and that he be elected Moderator of this Assembiy.
The motion was seconded by Hon, W. Anderson, and carried on the voices.
Dr. Bruce was conducted to the Chaie, and delivared a suitable address,

4. Tur Sextor CLerk submitted the Report of the Business Committee.
On his motion, duly seconded, the Report was received, and the following
recommendations approved : —

That the liowrs of meeling, after Thursday, for this Scssion be—
Morning Sederunt, 11 am. to 4.30 p.m., with an interval of an hour from
I p.m to 2 pm.; Evening Sederunt, 7 p.m. to 10 p.ni.

That the following be the Business Committee for the Session with
instructions to meet each day at the close of the morning sederunt (£.30 p.m.)
viz.: Revs. The Clerks, Dr. MacInnes, J Burgess, P. J. Murdoch, Professor
A. C. Smith, Dr. Nishet, W, C. Radcliffe, R. Thomson, J. Russell, and J. J.
Gilmore, Ministers; Messrs. W. Woad, T. W, Fleming, J. Holdsworth, (i,
Hall, and Hon. J. Balfour, Elders ; The Junior Clerk, Convener.

The Order of Business for to-morrow was reported and approved.

5. Tuk Sexor CLerx also submitted the names proposed by the Clerks
of State Assemblies as a Committee of Selection of Assembly Representatives
on the Standing Committees, as follows :—Revs. J. C, Macdonald, D. Smith,
P. J. Muardoch, Dr. E. Gray, Dr, Hay, W. C. Radcliffe, J. Lamont, J.
Russell, A. Sangster, Ministers ; Messrs, W, Affleck, A. 8. Lang, and 1lon,
W. Anderson, Llders; Rev. P. J. Murdoch, Convener.

The Clerk also recommended that the Committee of Selection be in-
structed to mect to-morrow (Thursday) at 9.30 a.m, aud to give in the
names proposed by noou, so that nominations (if any) may le received up
to the close of Thursday eveniug’s Sederunt, the ballot to be taken on
Friday at 2 p.m., and that the following be Serutineers of the Ballot, with
instructions to prepare the voting papers, viz., Messrs. W. Affleck, W. T. Sea-
ward, Revs. W, A, Smith and Dr. Gray.

Oun the motion of the Clerk, the Report was received and the recom-
mendations approved.

6. Ox the motion of Rev. J. Ferguson, Rev. R, A. Redmond, B.A.,
Minister of 1%irst Presbyterian Church, Broughshane, Irelund, was welcomed
by the Moderator and associated.
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7. Rev. A. Harvig gave notice of a motion to set apart a day on which yotices of
llotinn 1 Rev. A.

the claims of Tsrael might be brought before Congregations, Hurdlie.
8. Rev. A. Harpu: gave notice of a motion relative to the Centenary
of the Dritish and Foreign Bible Society.

9. ProressOR RENTOUL gave notice of a motion relative to a Book ol Notice of
= Motwu : Pro-

Family Prayers; fessor Rentoul.

10. REv. ALEx. STEWART gave notice of a motion re the Missions’ Agent otice of

having a scat in the Assembly. Stewart,

11. Tk AsseMBLY adjourned at 9.15 p.m, to meet again to-morrow at adjournment.
10 a.m., for the observance of the Lord’s Supper; and at 11 am. for the
transaction of business, whereof public intimation having been given, the
Sederunt was closed with prayer.

SECOND SEDERUNT.

At Sydney, and within St. Stephen’s Church, Phillip-street, on Thursday the

24th day of” September, 1908, at 10 a.m.

12. T'nuk MevnErs of the Assembly united in a Communion Service, con- g:'eggrd's
o

ducted by the Moderator, assisted by Revs. Dr. Hay, J. Russell, A, Sangster, observed.
ALA, B.D., A. Yule, M. A,

11 a.m.
13. A1 the conclusion of the Solemn Service, the Assembly was con- Wy
constitutea,
stituted with prayer by the Moderator.
14. Tne MixuTes of the First Sederunt were read and confirmed. Minutes

contirmed.

15. At the suggestion of Junior Clerk, it was agreed to suspend the Rules of Debate.
application of the Rules of Debate—Rules 39-42.

16. Tue RorLL was then adjusted, the names of the Procurator and 2,“;1“;"‘0{38“0-
Law Agent being added, as sx officio members, and Rev. Alex. Stewart members.
moved pursuant to notice :—That the Missions’ Agent be given & seat and
vote in this Assembly ad inferim. The motion was seconded and carried,
and Mr, I, H, L. Paton’s name added to the Roll as a member ex officte, and
the Roll, as thus adjusted, was sustained :—




———— e

Roll
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PROCEEDINGS OF THE GENKERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE
NEW SOUTH WALES.
ELEcTED BY PRESBYTERIKS.

PRESBYTERY OF RATHURST.

Rev. Samuel G. Crawford, M.A. Mr. Thomas Gordon
A. 8. McCook, B.A. A T. Xerr
John C. McDonald, dM.A, James Simmons

PRESHYTERY OF THE CLARENCE,
Rev, George Chalmers M. Charles Cameron
James Grey W, Leeson
PRESBYTERY OF GOULBURN.
Rev. James Baer Mr. William Affleek, M.L.A.
PRESBYTERY OF THE HASTINGS.
Rev. John Taylor Mr. William Thomson
PRESBYTERY OF THE HAWKESBURY.

Rev. George A. Gordon, B.A. Mr. D. Sheridan
John Paterson James Simmons
James Steele J. B. Brown

PRESBYTERY OF TIE IHUNTHR.

Rev. &. Thain Anderson, M.A. Mr. Donald MeMichael
James 8. Laing, D.D. William Paterson
Alexander Smith W. T. ¥eaward

PRESRYTERY OF ILLAWARRA,
Rev. Donald MeLennan | M. John McArthur
PRESBYTERY OF THE LACILAN.
Rev. George Paul Mr. Thomas Brown, M.P.
PRESBYTERY OF MONARO.
Rev, J. D. Murray Mr. J. C. Ryrie
PRESBYTERY OF THE MURRUMBIDGEE, '
Rev. Richard Jennings Mrv. R. Gibson
} John Kelly
FRESBYTERY OF NEW ENGLAND.
Rev. A P. Cameron, B A. Mr. Thomas Crawford




e

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF AUSTRALIA, 11

PRESBYTERY OF SYDNEY,

Rev. J. Fender Blair
David Bruce, D D.
T. E. Clouston, D D.
James Cosh, B.A., B.D.
John Ferguson
Professor Harper, D.D.
George MacTnnes, D.D.

Mr. John A. Aitken

Dr. George Armstrong

Mr. John Cameron
John Candlish

Colonel Goodlet

Mr. John Kirkland
Andrew MeCredie

Chartles 11. Talbot
R. Scott West

Rev, Thomas Steele, M. A

Rev. W, Anson Smith

ErLect

Rev. J. Kemp Bruce
John Burgess, M. A.

John Kinrvoss, D.D.

James T. Main, M. A.
Alexander McKinlay
W. M. Dill Macky, D.D,

David Sinith, M. A.
John Walker

PRESBYTERY OF WAGGA,

PRESBYTERY OF YOUNG,

‘ Mr. Robert Burges

&0 BY THE STATE ASSEMBLY.

VICTORTA.

ELECTED BY PRESBYTERIES.

PRESBYTERY OF BALLARAT.

Mr. Neil MeCallum Ai

Mr. J, H. Balfour
Waulter G. Crane

J. Lawson Forbes, M.A., B.D. Dr. J. A, Pick
Storie Dixson

Me. Stewart A, Dougan )
Walter G. Geikie
John Marden, LL.D.
John Ross

Alexander Martin
Willinm Wood

Rev. J. A, Barber, B.A.
Charles Cameron
J. A. Crockett
Elder Geay, D.D.

Mr. J. Draffin
T3, McKenzie
D. Milliken
A, Scott

PRESBYTERY OF BRECHEWORTH.

Rev. J. Hail Angus
W. Huey Steele, M A.

PRESBYTERY

Rev C. J. Legate, B.A.
D. Telfer

Mr. Alexander Husband
J. 8. Key

OF BENDIGO.

Hon. James Balfour, M,L.C.
Mr. Johu Mackiehan
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PRESBY'UERY OF GEELONG,

J. Gillies, M. A., B.D.
. McBain, B.A.

PRESBYTERY OF GIPPSLAND.

F. G. H. Brady ‘ Mr, 8. Williamson
R. Mitchell, M.A. | = -

PRESBYTERY OF {:OULBURN VALLLY,

Rev. G. R. Jones Mr. D. M. McLennan
J. H. Hewitt, B.A. ——

R. J. Houston, B.A, — L
PRESRVTERY OF HAMILTON.
Rev. Archibald M¢Neilage Mr. W. Arvmstrong
Thomas Shanks, M.A,, B.D, D. Laidlaw
PRESRYTERY OF MACEDON.
Rev. J. M. Smith My, J. B, Thomson
PRESBYTERY OF MARYBOROUGH,
Rev. H. T. Hull ! —
R. McGowan _—
J. G. Sterling _
PRESBYTERY OF MELBOURNE NORTH.

Rev. W, ML M. Alexander My, A, Byers
George Carson, M.A. Johu McCallum
James Gibson, M.A. A, MacIntosh
J. G. Paton, D.T. 1lobert Milne
Alexander Stewart, M. A. —_—

Robert Thomson, M A,
Alexander Yule, AL A. —
PRESBYTERY OF MELBOURNE SOUTIL

Rev J. Baroaby, M. A. Mr. A. Anderson
J. A. Burns W. Brunton
W, H. Cooper, M.A., B.D. R. Gillespie
J. G. Davies, M.A. L. 8. Robertson
I A. Hagenauer, M A. F. Stocks
P. J. Murdoeh, M. A. W, M. Walker
George Tait, M.A. ! _—

PRESBYTRERY OF MORTLAKE.

Rev.

T. Brown, M. A, ] Mr. W. Auderson
W. L. Featon N. W, Black
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PRESBYTERY OF PENOLA.
R. A. Caldwell ! M. Johr Watson

PRESBYTERY OF WIMMERA.

W. Jones [ —
ELFCTED BY THE STATE ASSEMBLY.
D. A. Cameron, M, A, My, J. BEECamphell
8. Fraser, M. A, J. G. Elder
W, Fraser, B.A. T. J. Finlay
Andrew Hardin D. Fletcher
James Jackson H. Hopking
Professor Macdonald, D. ). (. Howat

John Meiklejoluy, D 1.
i Mureray, M.AL B.D. G. 8. Mackay
Prafessar Rentoul, .. W. McMeekin
Hume Robertson, 1A W. Warrick
C. Robinson J. Wightun
Alexander Skene, M.A. -
Professor Campbell Smith, ML A. _—

H. H. Kemp

QUEENSLAND.

ELrcrep BY PRESRYTERIES.

PRESRYTERY OF BRISBANE.

Thomas Nishet, D 1. | Mer. Alexander 8. Lang

W. C. Radcliffe, B.A. J. H. 8haw

J. B. Russell, B.D. l Alexander Stewart
PRESBYTERY OF MARYBORGUGH.

J. T. Kuipe, D.D. Mr, Alexander Mackellar

PRESBYTI"RY OF ROCKHAMPTON.

Andrew Wilson, B A. | Mr. R. Anderson
PRESHYTERY OF TOOWOOMEA,
Alr. J De Conlay

J. Lundie, 3. A. |

James Stewart R. Savage

PRESBYTERY OF TOWNSVILLE.

Alexander Clark |

ELecrrED DY THE STATE ASSEMBLY.
George Ewan M. George Hail
Alexander Hay, D.D. W. A, Smith

13
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SOUTH AUSTRALIA.
ELECcTED BY PRESBYTERIES.

PRESBYTERY OF ADELAIDE,

Rev. Matthew Johnston Mr. A. H. Bryson
A. C. Satherland, M. A., B.D, T. W. Fleming

PRESBETERY OF BELALIR,

Rev, James Lamont ! Mr. J. Holdsworth

PRESBYTERY OF ONKAPARINGA.
Rev. B. C. Matthews Mr. John Marray

Evkcren By THE STATE ASSEMHLY.
Rev. R. Thomson M. IL. J. Congreve

TASMANIA.
EvLtcrep By THE PHESBYTERIES.

PRESHKATERY OF HOBART.

Rev. J. 8. Buntine Me. T. L. Hood
W. H. Canningham Hon. J. Murdoch, M.T..C.

PRESBYTERY OF LAUNCESTON.
Rev. A. R. Osborn, M. A. | Alr. James Wright
PRESBYTERY OF THE MIDLANDS.

Rev. C Jones | M, F. Burbury

ELECTED BY THE STATE ASSSEMBLY,
Rev. John Russell Mr. David Stovrer

WESTERN AUSTRALTA.
ELkcrep By PRESBYTERIES,

PRESBYTERY OF FREMANTLE.

Rev. Douglas B, Smith YNLA. | Mr. F. McDonald, M.L. A.

PRESBYTERY OF TIE GOLDFIELDS
Rev. J. A Rodger |
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PRESBYTERY OF PKRTIL
Rev, J J. Gilinore | Mr. J. Hesketh

ELECTED BY THE STATE ASSEMBLY
Rev. A. Sangster, M.A., B.D, |

MEMBERS EX OFFICIO :

The Procurator-~Mr. John Garland, M.A., LL.B.,, M.L.A., Sydney.
The Law Agent—Mr. J. M. Campbell, Melbourne.
The Missions” Agent—Rev. F, H. I.. Paton, M.A,, B.D.

17. Apovrocies for absence were received from Revs. A. Wilson and Apoloxies.
D. A. Cameron, Messrs, T. Gordon and R. Gillespie.

18. A cowmuNICATION was read from the Synod of the Diocese of Sydney [etterfrom,

conveying the fraternal greetings of the Synod to the General Assembiy.
The letter was cordially received, and remitted to the following Committes
to draw up a suitable reply, viz.,, Revs. Dr, Clouston, Dr. Hay, A. Yule,
Hon. W. Anderson, Messrs, J. Kirkland and W, Wood. Dr. Clouston,
Convener,

19. A LETTER was read from the President of the General Conference f\‘,‘:;f,f:d',';;“’

comveving the fraternal greetings of the Methodist Church, The letter was =™
remitted to the same Committee, and also a Telegram conveying greetings from Telegram.
the Presbyterian Church of South Africa.

20. A LETTER was read from the General Secretary of the Young Men's Letter trom
Christian Association offering the Association’s Rooms to members during
their stay in Sydney. The offer was thankfully received and accepted.

21. A ruQUEST was received from the New South Wales Alliunce for a Letter from
N.B.W. Alliance.

deputation to bz heard. The letter was received and remitted to the
Business Committee.

22. A LETTER was read and received from the Managers of 8t. Andrew’s, Letter from.
anayers §t.

Launceston, stating that Mr, D, Storrer would represent them in regard to Auiaari; Lave-
£ .

their petition,

23 Rev. J. C. MacooNALD submitted the names proposed by the Com- Mg,

mittee of Selection, of NRepresentatives of tho Assembly to the Standing Representativea
Committees, together with certain recommendations, Rev. P. J. Murdoch
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moved (1) that the Report be received and the nominations approved ; the

motion was seconded and agreed to.

(2) That the recommendation to supply cmissions be approved, which
was seconded.

Rev. A. Stewart moved an amendment :—That in the cases where
there has been defective representation to the Committees of this Assembly
by the State Assemblies, the representatives of the State Church concerned
shall be directed by the House to meet and suggest names to the House to
fill the vacancics.

The amendment was put and negatived, and the motion carried,

From this decision Rev, A. Stewart asked leave to dissent, which was
granted.

On the moation of Rev. G. Tait. duly seconded, it was agreed—The
Assembly instruct the Vietorian members of this Assembly to meet and
correct the numbers nominated for the College Committee and the Committes
on Reception of Ministers and report to-morrow morning.

24. Tus AssempLy called for Overture on the Mode of Election of
Moderator.

The Overturc was vead by the Junior Clerk,

Dr. Laing was heard in support of the Overture, and moved :—Receive
the Overture, and remit the same to the Code Commitice to druw up a set
of Regulations and report at a future Sederunt. The motion was seconded,
and after discussion, carvied. e

25. Tue Pemiriox from the General Purposes Committee of New South
Wales on Eeclesiastical Precedence was read.

Rev. Di. Clouston moved that the petition be received, which was
seconded, and approved.

Mr. Affleck moved :—That the General Assembly of Australia despatch
a Memorial te His Majesty the King asking that the said Order of Precedence
may be reconsidered with the object of providing that no rule or 1egulation
as to precedence for any Church or denomination be established in the
Commonwealth of Australia, seeing that av present no State or National
Church exists in the said Commonwealth, nor is any such desired.

The amendment was put and negatived.

Rev. G. Tait moved :—That a Committee be appointed to draw up a
Memorial to the Prime Minister of the Commonwealth on the question of
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Ecclesiastical Precedence, and submit it to a future Sederunt, and also to
arrange to further press the matter on the Prime Minister by a deputation.
The amendment was seconded and carried, and the following Committee Committee.
appointed :—Revs. J. T. Main, P. J, Murdoch, Dr. Nisbet, G, Tait, J.
Walker. Rev. G. Tait, Convener.

26. Tur AssexnLy called for Petitions from Students, viz : From Messrs. Feitions from

W. Ride, J. T, Stavely, J. T. Dudley, W, Tulloch, E. O. Keays, and D. Bruce.
The petitions were received, and AMr, Tait moved :—That the petitions
from students be remitted to the College Committee for consideration and
report.,
That the Preshytery of Sydney be appointed to meet at a time and place
to be appointed by the Moderator of the Presbytery with instructions to
report to the College Committee on the petition of My, J. T. Dudley,

The motion was seconded and carried.

How ot

27. T Generir. AssemMpLy called for the Report of the Board of Forel Misshons
Foreign Missions, which was submitted by Rev. Alex. Stewart, Acting
Convener,

After discussion, the Report was amended and received, and the fol-
lowing Clauses of the deliverance were moved, seconded, and agreed to :—

Receive the Report, and instruct the Doard to convey the thanks of
the Assembly to Mr. A. L. Pryde, the Houorary Treasurer of the Fund, and
Mr. W. L. Mollisen, the Honorary Auditor, for the efficiency and care with
which the accounts have been kept and examined.

Accept with special thanks the offer from the Rev, W. Gray, of
South Australia, of his valuable collection of New Hebrides curiosities, as
the nucleus of a Mission Museum for the Church, and direct the Board to
arrauge for the temporary tiousing of the same till permanent wrrangements
can be made.

Thereafter, the discussion was adjourned.

28. M. J. KirkLaND gave notice of the following motion :— Notice of Motion:
Mr. Kirkland.
That the Overdraft incurred by last or previous Assemblies be voluntarily

discharged by the various State Assemblies proportionately according to
membership, and that for the future such overdraft shall not exceed the sum

of £200.
29, Tue AssemsLy adjourned at 4.30 p.m,, to meet again this evening ut Adjournment.
7 p.m., whereof public intimaticn having been given, the Sederunt was closerd

with prayer.
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THIRD SEDERUNT.

At Sydaey, and within St. Stephen’s Church, Phillip-street, on Thuwrslay, the
24tk duy of September, 1903, at 7 pan.

30. THE ASSEMELY met pursuant to adjournment, and was constituted
with reading the Seviptures, and prayer by the Moderator.

31. Tur Rerort of the Business Committee, with the order of business
for Friday was submitted by the Senior Clerk, and approved.

32. Rev. J. JacksoN, Convener, read the Report of the Committee on
the Year Book, and moved :—

Reeeive the Report.

Thank Messrs. Arbuckle, Waddell, and Fawckner for the service they
have rendered the Church as publishers.

Instruet all Ministers and Otfice-bearers to do their utmost to inereasc
the circulation during the coming year.

The resolution was seeconded and carried.

33. Tue GeveraL AssevMpLy called for the Report of the Committee on
the Record, which was submitted for the Convener by Rev. J. Walker.

Mr. Walker moved the following deliverance, which was seconded nu«l

carrvied on the voices :(—-
eceive the Report.

Gratefully acknowledge the ability and zeal of the Editor, the Rev. W.
S. Relland.

Express gratification at the increased circulation of the Record, and
afresh commend it to the Ministers, 8.8. Superintendents aund Teachers of the

Church in all the States.

Re-appoint the Committee.

34. It was agreed that an Official Service should be held in St. Stephen’s
Church oun Sabbath, 27th inst.  Rev. Dr. Nisbet to prexeh,

35. Tue Geveral AsserpLy calied for the Communication from Rev. 1.
A. Raynes, Home Superintendent and Delegate to Australia of the . and T,
Bible Society, and the motion of which Rev. A. Hardie had given notize.

In the absence of Mr. Hardie, Dr. Taing woved :—

The General Assembly covdially welcome the lctter from tlhe Home
Superintendent of the Dible Society.
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The General Assembly, in view of the approaching Centenary of the
British and Foreign Bible Socisty, record their gratitude to God for the world-
wide work accomplished by the Society in trauslating, publishing and dis-
tributing the Sacred Scriptures of the Old and New Covenants during the
past hundred years, Rejoice in the continved and still inereasing useful-

ness of its workers.

And, grateful for the ready help which the Svciety has ever extended to
their own, as well as to other Missionaries, by publishing their translations of
Seripture, by giving Bibles for gratuitous cirenlation, and by appointing
agents to assist in their distribation, the Assembly recoromend the Congre-
gations and Mission Stations of the Church to juin with all other communions
in celebrating the Society’s Centenary by speeial services on Sabbath, 6th
March, 1904, and by giving to its interests their prayerful and generous
support,

The motion was seconded and carried unanimonsly,

36. Tue following were appointed Serutinecrs in toom of those formerly seratncess.
appointed, viz,:—Revs. R. Steel, J. Cosh, W, A, Smith, and dMr. W. T,
Seaward ; Rev. R. Steel, Connener.

37. Tue Geverar AsseMisLy called for the Report of the Committee on Report :
P Federation of

the Tederation of the Protestant Churches, which was submitted by D, Drotestant
urehes.

Clouston, Convener.

The Report was taken as read, and the deliverance was considered Clause
by Clause.

Dr. Clouston moved that the Report be received, which was sceonded.

After discussion, the debate wus adjourned on the motion of Rev, A. Relsgte
adourned.
Yule.

4 a Y e g ST 3 . . 21
38. Tur GrxeraL AsseMasiy adjourned at 10 pan, to meet again ,giournment
tomorrow at 11 am, whereof public intimation liaving been given, the

Sederunt was closed with prayer.

FOURTH SEDERTUNT.

At Sydney, and within St Stephen s Church, Phillip stree!, on Friday, the
25th day «f September, 1003, at 11 a.m.

39. Thr ASSEMBLY met pursuant to adjournment, and was constituted An

with reading the Scriptures, and prayer by the Moderator,
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40. Tue Mizures of the Second Sederunt were read and confirmed.

41. Mr. De CoNzay gave notice of a motien of sympathy with the
Evangelical Free Churches in England velative to the Edueation Act,

42. It was agreed to receive a deputation from the Methodist Church at
4 p.m, this day.

43. Dr, Crousroxy submitted the Beport of the Special Coinmittce on
Communications, which recommended that the following replies e sent to
the Archbishop of Sydney and to the President of the Methodist Conference,
and that a cablegram be sent to the General Assembly of the Presbyterian

Chuzrch of South Africa now in Session in Gralamstown :—

8t. Stephen’s Church, Phillip Street,
Sgdney, Sept. 25, 1803,
His Grace the Lord Archbishop of Sydney.
Most Reverend and Dear Sir,

I hiad the honour of laying before the General Assembly the resolution
unanimously passed at the Synod of the Diocese of Sydney, sending the fraternal
greetings of the elergy and laity of the Chureh of England to the Assembly. The
comnmunicalioa was cordially received, and the following resolution was passed :—

The Assembly hearuly reciprocate the fraternal greetings of the Synrod of
the Diocese of Sydney. They recognise the noble and effective service rendered
to the cause of the cornmon Master, the Lord Jesus Christ, by the great Churcle
of England in this and other lands, and assure the Synod of their deep interest
i all its efforts put forth in the preaching of the Gospel, and in promoting the
moral and spiritusl welfare of the cormwunity, and their prayer that the blessing
of God may continue to rest upon its work,

I am,
My Lord Archbishop,

Yours in the common faith,

Moderator of the Assembly,

St. Stephen's Chureh, lhillip Street,
Sjdney, Sept. 25, 1903.
To the Rev. George Lane, D.D.,
President of the General Conference of 1the Methodist Church
of Australasia,

Reverend and Dear Sir,
Your communication conveying the fraternal greetings of the Methodist
Chureh of Australasia to the General Assembly was submitted by me to the Assem-
bly at the earliest opportunity. It was cordielly received, and the following reso-
lution was unanimously passed :—
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Reciproeate the fraternal greetings of the Methodist Church of Australasia
convoyed ia the letter of ita honoured President, the Reverend George Lane,
D.D. They recognise the valuable services rendered to the canse of Christ by
that Church as one of the forees making for the moral and religions welfure of
the Commonwealth, and trust tbat whether, in the DProvidence of God, closer
relations may be found possible or not, the spirit that shall actuate both shall
eontinne to be of the most friendly and sympathetic character. They assure
the Conference of the deep interest they fecel in the prosperity of the dMethodist
Chureh, and pray that the Divine blessing may continue to rest upon its elforts
to promote the spiritnal clevation of the ¢omununity.

1am,
Reverend and Denr Sir,
Yours in the common faith,

Moderator of 1he General Assembly.

44. Tue Srtaxmyc Coxymircer oN STATISTICS wus permitted to meet Committec on
! X Statistics.
during this Sederunt.

45 Resumen consideration of the Report of the Board of Foreign s
esumed
Missions, which was submitted by Rev. Alex, Stewart, Acting Convener, Forcign Missiony

The following Clauses were moved, seconded and agreed to :—

Fxpress satisfaction with the work done in the North Queensland Delivernnce.
Mission.

Weleomes the Rev. Avthur Ricliter and Mrs, Richter as an accession of
strength to the Staff.

Instruct the Queensiand Execative to proceed with the settlement of
Mr. and Mres. Richter at the Archer River after the return of the Rev. N.
Hey from his furlongh, and to arvange, if practicable, for the Convener of
said Executive and the Assembiy’s Agent (Rev. F. Paton) to assist at the
inauguration of the new Station.

Express Appreciation of the practical sympathy shown by the Queens-
Jand Government in the past, and specially of their recent action in con.
nection with the Mission Reserve and the contensplated Archer River
Settlement.

Resolve that the increased expenditure mnvolved be distributed propor-
tionally between the various States on the basis of the present avrangement.

lequest the Treasurer to forwird to the Treasurer of each State Church
quarterly an account for the amuunt due by each State three mounths before
the closc of the financial year, a statement showing the indebtedness—if '
any—of such State; to supply the Consener of the Queensland Exceutive
with a quarterly statement of accounts, and to pay no accounts in connection
with the Aboriginal Mission without u voucher from the said Convener.
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Finally, yequest the Ifinance Board of the Vietorian Church to take
charge of the Aboriginal Mission Account.

At 12 noon the House resolved into Cownmittee of the Whole to con-
sider the Finances, Rev. P. . Murdoch, Chairman.

46. At 2 p.m. the Committee reported progress and asked leave to sit
again, and the House resumed, and at 2.10 p.m, proceeded to the Balot.

47. THEREAFTER, the Assembly resumed consideration of the Report on
Foreign Missions,

At 2.30 p.m. the House resolved into Committee of the Whole to
further consider the finances of Foreign Missions Board. Rev. P. J. AMlurdoch,

Chairman.

At 2.45 p.m, the House resumed, and the Clerk reported that the fol-

lowing reselutions had been passed :—

That the Assembly’s Foreign Mission Account continne to be adminis-
tered under the direction of the Board of Missions, in conjunction with the

Finance Board of the Victorian Church.

That after payment by the vacious State Assemblies of the balances due
by them on account of the General Assembly’s Missions Schemes, including
the Agent’s salary, to the end of the Jast finuncial year, the amount of auy
remaining overdraft be divided and paid by the State Assemblies in propor-
tion to membership, and that for the future such overdraft shall not exceed
the sum of £300.

The Report was received and ilie resolutions adopted.

The further Clauses of the deliverance were then agreed to as follows :—

Acknowledge with gratitude to God the forward movement of the
Church in Western Australia, shown in the formation of its Foreign Missions
Committee, and the energy and liberality with which the cause of Missions is
being fostered ; and direct the Board to encourage the Western Australian
Committee in undertaking a Mission station for the Aborigines on the same
plan as at Mapoon and Weipa in Queensland ; and to secure for the same,
shouid it be begun within the year, with suituble prospects of muintenance
and Government help, a duly-qualified Missionary, and commend this new
effort to the special liberality of the Larger Churches.

Thank the various Churches for the cordial reception given to the
Rev. F. H. L. Paton, 3[.A., B.1),, as Missions Agent within their bounds, and
record the Assembly’s sense of the zeal, ability, and success with which his
tour through the Commonwealth has been conducted ; and instruct the Board
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to consider and carry out so far as practicable his suggestions (a) regarding
the organisation of Mission appeals to S8abbath-schools, the Assembly instruct-
ing Conveners of States Missions Committees t0 co-operate ; (B) regarding
courses of missionary lectures in the Theological Halls; (¢) regarding the
eirculation of Mission news in some way more effective than at present ;
(v) regarding the recommendation of set times for prayer and appeals for
Missions, and the institution of a Prayer Cyecle,

This Assembly views with alarm the continued aggression of the French
in the New 1lebrides ; regrets the delay in the appointment of a Joint Land
Commission to deal with the vexed question of titles to land ; and instructs
the Board of Missions to draw up a Memovial upon the subject to be pre-
sented to the Prime Minister for transmission through the Governor-General
to the Secretary of State for the Colonies.

Approve of the Agent’s visiting the unvisited Presbyteries of the Church
in Victoria during the remainder of the present year, and instruct the Board
to ullocate bis services thereafter as shall seem most advisable in the interests
of the work. TRecommend the Church in Victoria to give Mr. Paton a seat
in the Presbytery of the bounds within which his home is situated.

Resolve that for the three years of the Agent’s engagement the Minute
of the Board anent his salary be given effect to, viz. :—* That the salary and
teavelling expenses of the Agent be levied on the basis of the membership
of the several State Churches, and that the financial result of meetings
be passed to the Heathen Mission Fund of the State in which the meetings
are held,” and that intimation of this resolution be given to the State
Assemblies,

Congratulate the State Churches on the progress recorded in their
several Reports and Statements of Accounts, and on the manifest blessing of
Giod on Missionary enterprise ; request them to increase their contributions
to the Assembly’s Aborigines Mission, in view of the contemplated exten-
sions in North Queensland and Western Australia; allocate the travelling
lantern and priuting expenses of the Agent's work, which amount to
£16 16s. 4d. more than the subseriptions privately given for his work, on
the sane rating as his stipend, as follows :—

New South Wales £4 15 11
Victoria 812 5
Queensland 1 17 0
South Australia 01ll 9
Tasmania o1l 9
Western Australia Of Kigm6

——
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In conclusion, urge upon the whole body of our people in Australia
the need for increased liberality for the extension of Christ’s Kingdom at
home and abroad.

The whole deliverance, as above, was then adopted.

48. AccorpiNG to appointment, the General Assembly received a Depu-
tation from the Methodist Conference, consisting of Rev. R. Bavin and Rev.
W. L. Rogers, who were warmly welcotned by the Moderator, and addressed
the House.

On the motion of Dr. Clouston, the Assembly cordially passed the
following resolution, which was conveyed to the deputation in suitable terms
by the Moderator :—

Receive cordially the fraternal greetings tendered on behalf of the
Methodist Church of New South Wales by the Rev. Rainsford Bavin
President of the Conference, and Rev. W. Halse Rogers, Secretary, and assure
them of the continued interest of the Assembly in the vigorous and successful
efforts made by the Conference it the extension of the Kingdom of Christ,
and pray that the blessing of God may rest upon the labours of the brethren
of the Methodist Chureh through the future as it has done in the past.

49, Rev. W, Warr, Missionary at Tanna, New Hebrides being present,
was introduced, welcomed by the Moderator and associated.

50. THE GENERAL AssEMBLY called for the Report of the Finance Com-
mittee, which was submitted by Colonel Goodlet, Ckhairman. The Report
was taken as read,

It was moved, seconded, and agreed :—

Receive the Report,

Instruct the Treasurers to communicate with the Trustees of the
Hymnary, authorising the sending of only one cheque for the royalty due to
the Churches within the Commonwealth, and advise State Assemblies thas
this has been done.

Authorise the transfer of £41 16s. from the Special Travelling Account
to the Ovdinary Travelling Expenses Account,

Authorise the payment of expenses to Members of Assembly on the same
basis as last year—namely,

“ That Members attending the General Assembly in September, 1903,
have the following percentage of their travelling expenses (calculated wpon
the basis of second-class return fares) paid by the Church—namely, (a) Those
paying less than £1, nothing. (&) Those paying from £1 to £4, to receive
half. (c) Those paying £4 upwards, to receive three-quarters, provided that
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no one in class (5) shall pay less than £]1 himself, and no one in class (¢) less
than £32.”

Authorise the Assesstnents for the General Assemnbly Expenses Fund on
the same basis as formerly—-namely,

New South Wales, £40; Victoria, £40; Queensland, South Australia,
and Tasmania, each £13 6s. 8d. ; and Western Australia, £10.

Resolve to forward the £20 received from Presbyterian Church of
England as follows :--£10 to the Treasurer of the Presbyterian Church of
Western Australia, and £10 to the Treasurer of the Presbyterian Church
of Queensland, for Bush work, and that the thanks of the Assembly be
accorded to the Presbyterian Clhureh in England for their liberal donation,

51. Rev. A. Yurg, Convener, submitted the College Committee’s %e{g{t{rt: L
etitung tYom
Report on the Applications of Students, as fullows :— Students,

My. J. T. Dudley :-—The Committee recommended that the petition be
granted. The recommendation was adopted.

Messrs. D. Bruce and E. O. Keays :—The Committee recommended that
these petitions be granted, on condition that the applicants pass the Entrance
Examination and that their petitions receive the sanction of the Staie
Assembly of Victoria. The recommendation was adopted.

Mr. William Tulloch :—The Committee recommended that the petition
be granted. An amendment was moved that the petikion be not granted. On
being put to the vote, the amendment was eurried, and the petition was not
granted.

From this decision Revs. J. 8. Buntine and Messrs, W. Brunton and T. Dissents.
L. Hood asked leave to dissent, which was granted.

Messrs. W, Ride and A. F. Stavely :—The Committee recommended that
the petitions be not granted. The recommendation was approved,

52. REv, J. CosH guve in the lieport of the Scrutineers of the Ballot Reporc ot
. g 5 A Serutineers.
for the election of Assembiy Representatives to the Judieial Commission, the
Board of Missions and the Standing Committees. There were also received
the Returns from the State Assemblies, and the Cummittees were declared sianding Com-

. . . miltees
duly appointed in accordance therewith. appointe.

[For List of Standing Committees, Judicial Commission, Board of Mis-
sions and Special Committees, sce pages 45-49.]

Rev. Alex. Stewart was appuinted Acting Convener of the Board of
Missions til the return of the Convener.
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53. REev. J. BuraEss gave notice of a motion for the appointment of

Notices of

?}3:;;2.;_ . J Delegates to the Eighth General Council of the Alliance of the Reformed
Churches.

e . 54. Dr. CLOUSTON gave notice of a motion relative to the Liquor traflic

Clonston. in New Guinea.

Adjournment. 55. Tae AsseMBLy adjourned at 5 p.m. to meet again this evening at 7
o'clock p.n., whereof public intimation having been given, the Sederunt was
closed with prayer.

FIFTH SEDERUNT.
At Sydney and within St. Stephen’s Church, Phallip Street, on Friday, the
25th day of September, 1903, at 7 o'clock p.n.

gjﬁ:{’i‘t‘&{,d‘ 56. THE AssEMBLY niet pursuant to adjonrnment, and was constituted
with reading the Secriptures, and prayer by the Moderator.

iy 57. THE MiNcTes of the Third Sederunt were read and confirmed.

Report: Business 58. Tue Reronrt of the Dusiness Committee, with the arrangement of

Commnittee,
business for Saturday and Monday, was submitted by the Convener and

approved,

S 59. IN response to a request from the W.C.T. Union, Pittsburg, US. A
the Assembly resolved on the motion of Rev. J. Walker, to appoint the fourth
Sabbath of November as a Temperance Sabbath on whieh Ministers shall
deal with the religious aspect of the Temperance Question.

N.S.W. Alliance. 60. THE request from New South Wales Alliance for the Assembly to
receive a deputation was, owing to pressure of business, declined.

solution - L 61. Rev. A. Hanpiy, according to notice, moved :—The Assembly

recommend to all Ministers within its jurisdiction the setting apart of the
Sabbath belore Easter, 1904, or any other snitable Sabbath, as a day on which
the claims of Israel might be brought before Congregations, and special
prayers be offercd for God’s guidance and blessing in this work.

The resolution was seconded, and carried on the voices.

Memorial to
Soldiers in
Soulh Africa

62. T'ue GEKERAL AssEMBLY called for tlie Communication fiom the Rev.
James Gray, Minister of the Presbyteriun Church of South Africa, at Pretoria,
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craving assistance in the erection of a Church in Pretoria, in memory of
the Presbyterian soldiers who fell in the war in South Africa.

Rev. J. Ferguson moved :—That the communication be received, which &‘:{‘m‘ i)

was seconded.

Dr. Hay moved an amendment, which was seconded :—7That the Letter Amendment.
be received and the object rccommended to the favour and considevation of
the Church throughout Australia, in the hope that the thought of the
deeds of the Sons of Australia in South Africa, may bring a liberal response.

The amendment was put and negatived, and the motion carried.

63. Tue Gryeran Agsempry called for the Report of the Committee on Report.: Howe
Home Missions and the Overture from the State Assembly of Queensland on -
the appointment of Minister-Evangelists were submitted by Rev. J. Ferguson,
Convener,

The Report and Overture were taken as vead.
Rev. J. Feraguson moved the deliverance, which was seconded, and
carried, as follows :—-

Receive tlie Report. Deliverance.

Express gratification with the highly cncouraging rveturns from the
several States ; rejoice in the courage animating the i1lome AMission Agents
as 2 whole thronghout the Commonwealth, and cordially bid them God-speed
in their arduous Jabours : acknowledge the goodness of God evidenced in the
steady development of Church extension and the advancement of Christ’s
kingdom,

With a view te unifying the training of Home Mission Agents  poe.
approve of the preparation of a scheme having as its consummation full
status in the Ministry ; send down the Scheme, set forth in the Report, to
State Assemblies and Presbyteries for consideration and rveport, with
instructions to make their retwrns to the Home Mission Committee of
Australia before June 30th, 1901.

Request the Right Reverend the Moderator to give a large part
of his oticial year to Queensland, Western Australiu, and South :Australia,

The Overture was remitted to the 1lome Mission Committee to be tuken
into consideration in framing of a Scheme for the training of llowe Mission
Agents,

Rev. P. J. Murdoch was appointed Joint-Convener of this Committee.

64. Tur AssemBLY adjourned at 10 p.m., to meet again at 10 a.m. to- Adjournment.
morrow, whereof public intimation having been given, the Sederunt was
closed with prayer.
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SIXTH SEDERUNT.

At Syidney, and w.thin St. Stephen’s Church, Phillip Street, on Saturday,
the 26th day of September, 1903, at 10 a m.

65. Tune AssemMBLY met pursuant to adjournment, and was constituted
with reading the Sceriptures, and prayer by the Moderator.

66. Tie Mixutres of the Fourth and Fifth Sederunts were read and con-
firmed.

67. Tise GexeraL AssensLy called for Returns to Remits. The Returns
were submitted by the Junior Clerk.

1. Returns to Remit on Article ITI. The Returns from State Assem-
blies and Presbyteries being unanimously in favour of the Remit, it was
maoved, seconded, and agreed :—Sustain the Returns, and enact that
Article TTL, shall now read :—The General Assembly shall be representative,
and shall consist of an equal number of Ministers and Elders ; each State
Assembly shall be represented by a numbet equal to one-fourth: of its members
elected from those actually on its Roll ov eligible for its membership, three-
fourths by the Presbyteries and one-fouath by the Rtate Assembly itself.

2. Returns to Remit on the Designation of Assemblies. On the motion of
Rev. J. Burgess, it was agreed :—

Receive the Returns and remit the same to the Lauw ORicers of the
Assembly, with instructions to report at a future Sederunt.

3. The Returns to Remit on Article IX. were submitted by Rev. A.
Skene, Convener of the Committee on Reception of Ministers. The Returns
were received. Rev. A. Skene moved :—

(1.) The Assembly adopt the amendment of the Church of New South
Wales on Section A of the Rules for the Reception of Ministers, to wit,
that there be added in line 2, after word “Church,” “a Committee in

Great Britain and Ireland, appointed by any of the State Assemblies fur the

selection of Ministers.”

(2.) That the following addition be made to Section B as (6)—¢ Should
the interval between the arrival of a Minister or a Licentiate and the meet-
ing of the General Assembly exceed twelve months, the Committee is em-
puwered, after due enquiry, to reccive an applicant as a Minister or a
Licentiate of the Church eligible for a call, on the completion of a proba-
tion of twelve months.”
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(3.) That Rule 7 be made Section 1), as suggested by the Queensland
Assembly, and that the following words be inserted at the close of the
second sentence, viz., “ Presbyteries are instructed to make special enquiry,
and to satisfy themselves on the following points :—(1.) The unaninmity or
otherwise of the Congregation desiring admission ; (2.} The resources of such
(longregations available for the maintenance of ordinances; and (3.) The
real and other property (if any) of such Congregations, and the legal claims

{(if any) against it.”

The motion was seconded and carvied, and the Rules a3 thus amended Remic
were sent to Presbyteries for consideration and report to next Assembly.

The Committee was instructed to prepave Rules for the Calling of Rewit.
Ministers from other Countries, and send them down to Presbyteries, and
Presbyteries were instructed to consider and report on the same,

4. Replies from State Assemblies on the questions raised in the Over- Benefiviary
ture from the South Australian Assembly on Beneficiary Funds. The replics
were submitted by the Junior Clerk.

It was moved by IRRev. G. Tait, and seconded :—Receive the Report.

Anawendient was moved by Rev. J. H. Angus, and seconded :-—Appoint
a Special Committee to consider the «uestion of the Beneficiary Funds, with
the object of devising some means whereby Ministers removing from one
State to another, and already in convection with the Funds in the State
which they are leaving, may be relieved of the necessity for juining the
Funds of the Cliurch in the State to which they may remove.

The amendment was carried, and the following Committee appointed :-— Committee,
Revs, J. Hall Angus, J. Burgess, W. Gray, P. J. Murdoch, R. 8. Paterson,
A. Stewart, C, H. Talbot, A.J. Wade, J. Walker, Ministers ;: Hon, J. Balfouy
and Colonel Goodlet, Elders. Rev, J. Hall Angus, Coneener.

68. Proressor RENTOUL gave notice of a motion on Turkish Misrule in Noticeof Motion:

Professor
Macedonia. Lientou),
69. Proressor A. C. Byt guve notice of the following motion :—  Noticeof botion:

Profe:sor Smith.
That until the Presbyterian Church of Australia lias arranged otherwise,

the Victorian Church be authorised to continue its present practice of ud-
mitting to the Entrance Examination of the Theological HHall those 1oine
Missionaries who have passed four years of a training course.

70. Rev. J. WaLKER gave notice of 2 motion on the deportation of i\;utic.%o{&}'?f:m:
CV. . alRer

South Sea Islanders.
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Adjournment. 71, Tar Assevpry adjourned at 12.30 p.m., to meet again on Monday
at 11 am., whereof public intimation having been given, the Sederunt was
closed with prayer.

SEVENTH SEDERUNT.

At Sydney, and within St. Stephen's Clurch, Phillip Street, on Mo wday, the
28th day of September, 1903, at 11 @,
Asseuibly 72, Tur AsseMBLY met pursuant to adjournment, and was constituted

constitated, . . I
with reading the Scriptures, and prayer by the Moderator.

Minutes 73. Tur Mixvres of the Sixth Sederunt were read and confirmed.
wonfirmed.
Moderator's 74. It was agreed that the Moderator pay an ofticial visit to their Excel-

Otticind Visits, '
lencies the Governor-General of the Commonwealth, the Governor of this

State, and to the Lord Muyor.
Tn the Moderator’s absence Rev. P. J, Murdoch took the Chair.

it - 5t 75. The GuNeraL AsseMBLY called for the Petition from the Managers of
ndrew’s,

FLaunceston. St Andrew’s, Launccston.
The Petition and relative documents were taken as read. A letter from
Dr. Scott, of liobart, was read, and a letter from Mr. W. H. Lamb, Hon.
Secretary, Managers, St. Andrew’s, Launceston, excusing the absence of any
of the petitioners,

The Moderator having been called upon to rule;gave his ruling that the
Case having been called for and no parties appearing, the House should pro-
ceed to the next business. The House proceeded to the next business.

f’}"e""“‘,‘;‘.}{‘? of 76. Ar 12.10 p.M the House resolved into Committee of the Whole to
bl e .

Standing Orders, congider the Standing Orders and Rules of Discipline. Rev. P, J. Murdoch
Rulcs on Dis- o

Pl Charrman.
At 1 p.m. the ITouse resumed, and the Clevk reported the changes
made, and moved that the Report be approved, The Report was approved.

Communication N "m 3 . s ittee 1 aw un
S i 77. Rev, G, Tair, Convener of the Committee appointed to draw up

lical Urecedence. (o, munication to the Prime Minister of the Commonwealth on Licclesiastival

Procedence, submitted the following letter :—
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Presbyterian Church (Offices,
Sydney, 28th September, 1903,
To the Honourable Alfred Deakin,
Prime Minister of the Commonwealth.

Sir,—We are instructed by the (feneral Assembly of the Presbytevian Church of
Australia, in Session assembled, to bring before you their views on the yuestion of
Ecclesiastical Precedence.

We hold it to be important that the mutual helpfulness of Church and State shonld
fiml public recognition in the presence at State functions of the Heads of the leading
Churches. As Preshyterians, we have had handed down to us a eatholic and national
view of the responsibilities and duties of a Church, and earnestly deprecate anything
that has even the appearance of eutting off the life of the Nation from that of the
Church.  We recognise that neither we, nor any other Chureh, can claim recognition on
the ground upon which it is accorded to the Church of onr fathers in the Old Land. In
Seotland, the Moderator—as was exemplified at the Luncheon at Holyrood Palace on
the occasion of the recent visit of the King to Edinburgh—takes the place which the
Archbishop of Canterbury takes in England.  But, though neither we, nor any other
Church, can claim recognition as State Churches, we think that, in strict harmony with
the policy of the Commonwealth towards the Churches, the State can recognise the
Churches in a way that will honor and strengthen both Church and State. The Churches
serve the State in proportion to the number of people they bring and keep under the
power of religion, which is the great State-huilding principle. We submit, thevefore,
that the numerical principle—a prineiple which takes no account of peculiarities of doc-
trine or polity in the various Churches—applied to this guestion will solve it in a way
in harmony with our principles of government, and which will give satisfaction to an
overwhelming majority of the people. We may point out that this prineiple has already
heen acted on both at Home and within the Commonwealth, On the occasion of the
King’s recent visit to Ireland, the representatives of the varions Churchey were granted
Precedence in aceordance with it. The same method was also followed in determining
the Precedence of the Lord Mayors of Sydney and Melbourne.  Any other ovder wonld
necessarily confliet with the democratic constitution under which we are governed,

We trust, thevefore, that the leading Churches will receive recognition at State
functions, and that the Order of the Precedence of their representatives will be fixed
according to the number of the people adhering to them as shown by the Government.
Census.

We have the honor to be,

Your obedient servants,
AModerator,

Clerks.

The letter was approved, and the Moderator was also authorised, if
found necessary, to send the same to Ilis Majesty the King.

78. Tue Gevenan AsseMBLY called for the Report of the College Com- Report: College
. ) ) ommittee.
mittee, which was submicted by Rev. A. Yule, Convener. The Report was

taken as read.

Mr. Yule moved the following deliverence, which was seconded and
carried i—
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The General Assembly receive and approve generally of the Report
printed in the White Book, and of the Supplementary Report.

Atdopt the proposed Kalendar for conducting the Lntraunce and Exit
Exuminations, also the Syllabus for the Exit of 1904, and the Syllabus for
the Entrance of 1905, With regard to the matter raised by the Overture
from St. Andrew’s College Theological Faculty, the Assembly resolve, that
for the coming year the Students be required to sit for the Exit Exami-
nations in Hebrew, Church History, afid Apologetics on the cempletion of
their respective courses in these subjects in each Hall ; and to sit for all other
suhjects at the close of their third year. The Assembly authorise the College
Committee to appoint, as an Executive Committee, the members in the State

wherve the Convener resides. _

Resolve further, that Examinations be prepared and conducted by
an Examination Board, consisting of the Examiners and the College
Committee, They instruet the Board to frame LRules for conducting the
examinations, and to act upon them ad interim, reporting to next General
Assembly ; and they authorise them for the more rapid tramsaction of the
work of passing the examination papers to divide the Board into suitable
sections,

Finally, the General Asseinbly express their thankfulness to God that so
many young meu are under training for the Holy Ministry and the Mission
Field, and they instruct all Ministers frequently to bring the elaims of the
Ministry before the minds of the younger men in the Chureli, and constantly
to pray that the Lord of the Harvest may send forth labourers into His
harvest.

Re-appoint the Examiners, as follows :—

FOR ENTRANCE EXAMINATION.
Seripture and Catechiswn ... Revs. R. Murray, M. A, and J. B. Russell, B.D.

Hebrew ... ... Revs. D. Smith, M.A., and J. V. McNair.

Greek ... Revs, D. Paton, D.I),, and D. M. Barnet, B. A,

Logic and Philosoplyy ... Revs. d, Matthew, B.D,, and F. E. Oxer, B.D.
FOR EXIT EXAMINATION.

Tleology ... ... Revs, A, Skene, M.A,, and J. Auld, M. A.

Chuveh History ... ... Revs. 8. Traser, M.A., and R. Scott West,

New Testameut Greek ... Revs. R Steel, M.A., and J. Gillies, B.]D.
Hebrew ... ... Revs. J. Cosh, B.D, and Hugh M. Burns, B.D.
Apologetics «.. Revs. W, GG, Maconochie, M.A,, and J. K. Bruce.

79. Tr was moved, seconded, and agreed, that Professor A. Campbell
Sniith’s resignation of memhership of the Committee on Reception of Ministers
be accepted, and Rev. A, Skene appointed Convener.

W VN
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80. THE GrNERAL AssEMBLY took up consideration of the Code Com- Report:Code

Committer,

mittee’s Report on Rule 7, of Procedure in regard to Discipline, recommend- Rules of Dis-

ing the omission of lines 6, 7, and 8.
Dr. MacInnes moved that the Report be approved, which was seconded,

Rev. A. Yule moved an amendment :—That the words “and also, if
required, to commit their views on such poiuts to writing” be added to the
foregoing.

The amendment was put and carried,

Rev. A. Yule moved further :——Thut these words be added, * No appeal
shall lie against the enforcement of this obligation, and any refusal to comply
with it may be held as contumacious, and dealt with accordingly.”

The motion was seconded.

Rev. G. Tait movad, as an amendment:—That last sentence of the Rule
read as follows—¢ Any refusal to submit all manuseripts or to commit to
writing their views on points involved in the accusation, may be held as
eontumaciouns.”

The amendment wag seconded and carried.

Rule 36. Rev. G. Tait recommended that No. 36 stand as in the print.

The motion was seconded and carried.

81. Tur MoperaTor resnmed the Chair.

82. Dr, CavERroN being present, was welcomed by the Moderator and
associated.

83. Da. Rexrout moved the resolution, of which he had given notice,
anent a Book of amily Prayers :—

That a Committee be appointed to report upon the Bouk of Family
Prayers prepaved by a Committec of the General Assembly of the Presbyterian
Church of Australia in Victoria, and to report to 2 future Sederunt, viz, :—
tevs. Dr. Nisbet, Dr. Knipe, and W. C. Radeliffe (Queensland), Drs. Mae-
Innes and Clouston, and the Rev. John Walker (N.S.W.), Revs. J. Russell
and J. 8. Buntine (Tasmania), Revs. J. A. Rodger and J, J. Gilmore (W, A.),
and the members of the Victorian Committee present at this Assembly—viz,
Dr. Rentoul, Hume Robertson, A. Skene, . Murray, A. Davidson, A.
Stewart, and Professor A. C. Smith. Dr. Rentoul, Connener.

The motion was seconded and earricd.

84. Tne Prnsnyreny oF THE HAWKESBURY obtained leave to meet at
Parramatta on Wednesday, 30th instant, at 9.30 a.n.

cipline.

Maoderator
returhs.

Dr. Cameron
associated.

Book of Fawily
Prayers.

Committee

Presliytery
Meetiny.
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85. Prorrssor A. C. 8MI1TH moved, according to notice :—

tesolution @

MEissionury . . .

Training Lowrse That the Victorian Church be empowered to admit to the Entrance
Examination of the Theologieal I1all all students who have completed their
Missionary Training Course of four years, on condition that they enter upon
this course not later than 1904,

The motion was seconded and carried.
i 86. Rev.J. Berenss moved, according to notice :—'{ e Geuneral Assetn-
Allianee. bly weleome the communication from the Secretary of the Alliance.

Appuint Revs. A. Marshall, LI, Alexander Yule, M.A., and John
Ferguson, Delegates from this Assembly to the Eighth General Council of
the Alliance of the Reformed Churches to be held at Liverpool, England, in
June, 1904,

The Assembly also resolve to give Commissions to the Home Churches
to these brethren.

The resclution was seconded and cazried.

Aljour . . : o .
e 87. Tnr AsrsMieLY adjourned at 5 p.m., to meet again this evening at

T p.m., whereof public intimation having been given, the Sederunt was

closed with prayer.

EIGHTH SEDERUNT.

At Sydney, and within St, Stephen's Church, Phillip Street, on Monday, the
28th day of September, 1802, at 7 p.m.

Assembly 88. Tur AssEMBLY met pursuant to adjowrnment, and was constituted
et ith rending the Scriptures, and prayer by the Moderator,
Roport: Busincss . 89 Tux JunNior ‘CLI-IHK submitted the Report of the BL{SiIleSS Committee
with the order of Lusiness for to-morrow, and the following recommenda-
tions—that the speakers in the debate on the Federation of the Protestant
Churches be limited to fifteen minutes each, and that the vote be taken not 5
later than 3 p.m, The Report was approved and the vecommendations .
adopted.
foquisiee to 90. Rev. G. TaiT moved :—That a Committee be appointed to couxsifler -
Assembly. the time and place for the next meeting of the General Assembly, viz. :

The Moderator, ithe Conveners of the Standing Committces, with Revs.

- M-
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Professors Harper and Rentoul, J. Burgess, J. Russell, and Hon. W. Anderson,

and Mr. W, Affleck. The Moderator, Convener. The Committee to meet at

1 o’clock p.m. to-morrow. The motion was seconded and carried.

91. AccorpinG to notice, Mr. De Conlay moved :(—That the Genera] Motion: English
Education Act

Assembly express profound sympathy with the Evangelical T'ree Churches in

England, on whom an Education Aet has been imposed, and which provides

for denominational religious instruction, supported by compulsory rates.

The wmotion was seconded, and carried on the voices.

92. Tue GrNERaL AssEMBLY called for the Report of the Committee on Beport: Hvmn

the Hymn Book for Sabbath Schools, which was taken as read and received. Sehool

Rev. J. Walker moved :—That the Report be veferred back to the Com-
mittee for further consideration ; also that the Committee enguire from the
publishers of the Hymnary as to whether a musical edition of the Schocl
ITymmnary cannot be published ; and whether a short selection of Psalms and
further hymns cannot be added. Also, that the Committee enquire as to
whether & voyalty can be got from the publishers of the Home and School
IHymnary.

The resolution was seconded, and carried on the voices.

93. 8 p.m. Tue GENERAL ASSEMBLY proceeded to the Order of the Day —
Addresses on Home and Foreign Missions,

A arge and interested audience wus present, who were addressed Dy House Mission
Revs, Professor Harper, Dr. J. G. Paton, John Walker, Dr. Nisbet, A. .
Sangster, and F. H. L. Paton,

94. Tur AsseMbLY adjourned at 10 p.m., to meet again to-movrow at 10 sqgourmment
a.m., whercot public intimation having been given, the Sederunt was closed
with prayer.

NINTH SEDERUNT.

At Sydney, and within 8t. Stephen’s Chur. k, Phillip Street, on Tnesday,
the 29th day of September, 1908, at 10 a.m.

' 95. THE AsseMBLY met pursuant to adjournment, and was constituted mitute.
with reading the Seriptuves, and prayer by the Moderator,
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96. Tue Mivures of the Seventl: and Eighth Sederunts were read and
confirmed.

97. A Lerrer was read and received from Rev. Robert Steel, tendering
the resignation of his position as Examiner in Greek Testament—XLxis
Examination.

On the motion of Rev. J. Ferguson, duly seconded, it was agrced to
request My. Steel to withdraw his vesignation and carry on the work com-
mitted to him,

98. Tuk GeveRAL AssEMELY resumed consideration of the Report of the
Committee on the Federation of the Protestunt Churches.

The Report was received.

The following Clauses were approved :—

Acknowledge the courteous replies of the Churches of other denominations
throughout the Commonwealth to the circular sent out by the Committee.

Approve of the action of the members of the Commitiee in various States
of the Commionwealth in carrying on local conferences with the representa-
tives of other Churches.

Express satisfaction at the fraternal feeling prevailing throughout the
Protestant Churches, and espeeially at the results of the conferences held
in the various States with the Congregationalists and Methodisss.

The following Clause was moved and seconded : —

Rejoiee that the reports received establish their belief in the great de-
sirnbleness of union with the Congregational and Methodist Churches with
whom conferenees have been held, and therefore re-appoint the Committee,
with instructions to proceed, in concert with other Churches, to the formula-
tion of a basis of union.

Dr. Rentoul inoved an amendment as follows :—

The Assembly vesolve that at this juncture the Committee’s Report and
proposals be sent down to State Asscmblies and Presbyteries for consideration
and report, The amendment was seconded, and after long discussion, was
negatived by a large majority.

Rev, A, Yule moved a further amendment ;—

Re-appoint the Committee and instruct them in their further procedure
to consider :—

1. The original propusal of Federation instead of the remoter prospect
of Organic Union,
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2 The facing of the practical difficulties in the way of proposals for
their solution : more particularly

(1) The possibility of maintaining a discipline for Ministers at once
effective and fair.

(2) Some method of combining in the Church an itinerant ministry with
a fixed pastorate.

{3) The maintenance of o high standawd of ministerial education,

(4) The combination for the Presbytertan Chureh of Australia of a
distinet connection with other Fresbyterian Churclies.

{3) The desirableness and possibility of including otlier Evangelical
Protestants in the Federation.

The amendment was seconded and negatived by a large majority.

Rev. David Smith moved the following amendment :—

For the ficst two lines substitute the words :-—Rejoice that the reports
received so far disclose no insuperable barrier to union with the Congrega-
tionul and Methodist Churches,

The amendment was seconded and negatived. By consent of the House
the deliverance was amended and the following Clause carried on the voices :—

The General Assembly rejoice that the reports received establish their
belief in the great desirableness of Union with the Congregational and
Methodist Churches with whom conferences have been held, and the result of
the conferences not being yet vipe for submission to the State Assemblies and
Presbyteries, the General Assewbly re-appoint the Committee with instruc.
tions to proceed, in concert with other Churches, to the formation of a basis of
Union.  Further, authorise the Commitiee to prosecute negotiations with the
Anglican, Baptist, and other Churches who may appeint representatives for
the purpose.

It was moved and seconded :—
Appoint the members of the Committee in each State local executives
for carrying on negotiations with the Churches of the State.

Rev. J. Burgess moved the following addition, which was seconded and

negatived ;: — With instructions to report to the respective State Assewn-
blies, The motion was carried.

It was moved, seconded, and agreed :—
Appoint the folluwing Committee :—

New South Wales.—-Revs. Dr. Clouston, J. Kemp Brince, Professor
Harper, J. Lamont, Dr. MacInnes, Dr. Macky, J. Walker, R, Scott West,

Committes.

Amendment.

Deliverance

Amendment,
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Ministers ; Messes. J. Cammeron, W. G. Geikie, J. II. Goodlet, J. Kirkland,
A. Martin, W. Wood, Elders.

Vietoria.—Revs. W. Fraser, W, (3. Maconochie, J. Mathew, Dr, Meikle-
jobn, P. J. Murdocl;, Professor Rentoul, A. Stewart, A. Yule, Ministers;
Hons, W, Anderson, J. Balfour, Messrs. T. J. Finlay, R. Gillespie, W. I
Greenwood, D. Love, Elders.

Queansland.—Revs, e, Hay, Dr. Nisbet, W. C. Radeliffe, RR. . Roberty,
P. Robertson, J. 1. Russell, Ministers; Messrs, D, FEwart, G. Hall, A. 5"
Lang, A. Mackellar, W. A. Smith, G. Stupart, Elders.

South Australia.-~Revs. G. Davidson, Dr. D, Paton, A. C. Sutherland,
Ministers ; Messrs. A. H. Bryson, T. W, Fleming, J. Murray, Ellers.

Tasmania.—Revs. J. 8. Buntine, C. Jones, A, IHardie, F, . Oxer, J.
Russell, Dr. Scott, Ministers; Messrs. ¥. Burbury, D. McKinnon, J. Mue-
doeh, J. K. Reid, I. Williams, J. Weight, Elders.

Western Austredia.—Revs. A. Crow, J. Gray, A. McCarlie, A, Sangster,
Ministers ; Messrs, S, Macaulay, F. McDonald, F. A. Moseley, R. Robertson,
Filders

With the Moderator, Clerks, and Law Ofticers as ex oficio members.

Dr. Clouston, Convener.

The whole deliverance was approved.

99. REesuMED consideration of the Code Committee’s Report on Rules
38-42 of Standing Orders, on the conduct of debate.

Rev. G, Tait moved—That the Rules be approved. The moticn was

scconded.

Dr. MacInnes nioved an amendment :—Omit Rules 38, 40, 41, 42,

Insert ag Rule 38 :—“ When a motion consists of more clauses than one,
the clauses shall be debated and put to the House seriatim.”

Insert at end of Rule 39 :—¢ And unti! such amendment is dispused of,
no other amendment shall be proposed.” k

On being put to the vote, the amendment was negatived and the motior&‘
carried.

It was moved, seconded, and agreed, as the deliverance on the Report :—

The General Asscmbly approve the Report ; declare the Standing Orders
to be the Standing Orders of the General Assembly of Australia.

Send them to State Assemblies and Presbytevies with the expression of

an opinivn thal it is desirable that the same Standing Orders should be
adopted by all the Courts of the Church.
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Approve generally the Rules of Procedure in vegard to Discipline sub-
mitted by the Code Committee.

Declare them of interim authority ; and send them to the State Assem- Xemit.
blies and Presbyteries, with instructions to report to next General Assembly.

100. Tre Mobperaror intimated to the House that the Lord Magyor had
ourteously returned his official visit.

! C 0 Adjournmient.
101. The Assembiy adjourned at 5 p.m., to mieet again this evening a 7 20oUmmen

o'clock, whereof public intimation having been given, the Sederunt was closed

with prayer.

TENTH SEDERUNT.

At Sydney, and within 8. Stephen’s Charch, Phillip Streef, on Tuesday,
the 29th day of Septenber, 1903, at 7 p.m.

102. Tk Assenpry met pursuant to adjournment, and was constituted o e
Uy Ml

with reading the Scriptures, and prayer by the Moderator.

103. Tue Mixures of the Ninth Sederunt were read and confirmed, — Mimdes

104. Hox. J. BavLrour gave notice of a motion on the mode of nomi- JjotiveefMotion:

nating the AModerator,

105. Coroxkr GOODLET gave notice of a motion on the appointment of a Noticeof Motion:
Colonel Loollet.

day of thanksgiving for rain.

106. Ox the motion of Rev. J. Ferguson, duly seconded :—The Moderator Resolution :
: Adelresses to

and the Clerks were instructed to frame a suitable Address to the coming fovernon
Governor-General of Australia, and an Address to Lord Tennyson on his
departare.
107. Tur GeENERAL AsseMiLY proceeded to consider the Report of the gejort :
Reveption of

Committee on the Reception of Ministers, whieh was submitted by Rev. A, Ministers.
Skene, Convener.

The Report was tuken as read, and having been amended was received.

The deliverance was considered Clause by Clause, aud the following Deliverance.
were agreed to :—

Confirm the action of the Committee in receiving the Llev. Donald
Martin and the Rev. John Scott ; and of the Chwch of New South Wales

in receiving Revs. Moses Henry, John Muoir, T. W, Graham, J. 1. lrown,
1. E. Davies, and J, C. W. M¢Neil.
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Grant the prayer of the Petitions of the Rev. Frederick Stubbs and Rev.
William 8. Whiteside, 13.A., Presbyterian Ministers, to be reeceived as
Ministers in full standing.

Grant the prayer of the Petitions of Rev. Heney G. Nicholls and Rev.
William H. Bradley, Congregational Ministers, and in view of their long
period of ministerial work and experience, declave them eligible at once for a
call to a charge.

Rev. Hugh Jones, M.A., Congregational Minister. The Committee
recommended that Me, Jones be received as a Minister of tie Chureh.

Rev, B, Muarray moved as an amendment, which was seconded :—That
in the case of the Rev. Hugh Jones, on accouul of his educational attain-
ments and his experience in the practical work of the ministry, declare Lim
eligible at once for a call, The amendment was carried, and Mr. Jones ad-

mitted on these terms.

1t was moved, seconded, and agreed

Adopt the recommendation of the Committee i the case of Rev. 13, IT.
Chapple, Methodist Minister, that duving ov at the close of his term of pro-
bation he pass an examination in Hebrew preseribed by the Examination
Board,

Decline the Petition of the Rev. George Preston.

The Assembly, having taken into consideration the Petition of the Rev.
David Brown, Minister of the Congregational Church, levonport, and one
hundred and twenty members and adherents of the Congregation, remit the
petition to the Reception of Ministers Comuittee, with full powers to deal
with the case,

The attention of the Assembly having been called to the fact that the
method of receiving unattached Ministers of the Church varies in different
States, the Assembly recognise the desirability of uniformity in this matter
and declare that unattached Ministers removing from one State to another
are eligible, without any period of probution, for w call to a Congregation in
the State Church to which they have removed, on the presentation to the
proper authorities of that Church of a certificaie of Presbyterial standing in
the Church from which they have come.

The whole deliverance was approved.

108. Rev. G. Tarr submitted the Report of the Code Committec on Rules
for the nomination of the Maderator under the resolution of the Assembly
of 1902 (Min. 37), and moved that they Le adopted, as follows :-—

1. Notices of nomination shall be given in each Presbytery at a meeting
to be held before the end of the April preccding the meeting of the General
Assembly.
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2, That Clerks of Presbyteries shall forward the Notices of Nomination
to the Clerk of Assembly within seven days after they have beeu given.

3. That the Clerk of Assenbly shall publish the Notices of Nomination

in the local Church papers not later than the first of June,

4. That the nominations of Presbyteries, from the names of which
notices have becn given, shall be made beforn the end of June, and forwarded
within seven days to the Clerk of the General Assembly.

5. Presbyteries of four or less settled Charges shall have one vote, and
Presbyteries of more than four settled Cliwrges shall have one additional vote
for every four additional Charges, but no Presbytery shall have more than
five votes. The motion was seconded.

Hon. James Dalfour moved an amendment :—

That the nomination of the Moderator of the General Assembly be made ii:nten?h:;;nb
Adgpte

by a Committee consisting of the Moderator and Ex-Moderators of the
General Assembly and the Moderators of the several State Assewblies who ©™He®
are in office ; such nomination to be made, published, and couumunicated to
the Minister nominated, three clear months before the date of the meeting

of the Asserably, The Moderator, Convener.

The amendment was seconded and carried, and the Assembly resolved
in terms thereof.

Dr. MacInnes moved :—That the proposed Regulations and the Resolu- Jetgns

tion be sent down to Preshyteries to report to next Asseinbly.

The motion was seconded and negatived.

109. REv.G. Tarr submitted the Report of the Code Comniittee relative to Report :
. L. Code Comniittee
the definition, etc., of Adherents to the effect that the Committee recommend Adncrents,
that the matter be deferred aml considered in connection with the preparation

of uniform Rules and forms for the varicus Charches of the United Churchs

The recommendation was adopted.

110. The GrNeEraL AssemBLy called for Overture from D, MacInnes on overure :
5 . K officio

the appointment of ex nficio members of Assembly. Alesaers of
Assembly.

The Overture was read by the Clerk.

On the motion of Rev. C. H. Talbot, duly seconded, the Overture was _—
emsl.
approved so far as sending it down to Presbhyteries for consideraslion and
report,

111. CozoNeL GoonLET moved :—That the General Assembly appoiut a e

Sabbath, to be a day of special thanksgiving for the abundant rains which giviey tor b,




Motion :
Book of Family
Prayers.

Amendment,

Petition of
Mr. H, A E,
O'Sallivan,

Report :
Stutistivs,

Deliverance.

Hcport @
Comniittee on
date of next
Assembly,

Recommenda-
tions :

432 PROCEEDINGS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF TOHE

have fallen in the various States throughout the Commonwealth, and
nuthorise the Moderator to fix the date,

The motion was seconded and carried.

112. Prorrssor Rextour submitted the Report of the Committee on a
Book of Family Prayers, and moved :—That the General Assembly approve
the publication of the Book of Prayers proposed to be issued by the Presby-
terian Church of Victoria, and sanction it as to he published by the authority
of the Presbyterian Chuech of Australia.

The Assembly approve of the Vietorian Church taking the responsibility
of its publication,

The resoluiion was seconded,

An amendment was moved by Iv. Macky and seconderd :—That the
Book be remitted to a Committee of the Assembly. The amendmeut was
seconded and negatived, and the motion carried.

118. Tk Geverat AsseMeLy received and considered the Petition of Mr.
H. A. E. O'Sullivan, praying to be received as a Theological Student of the
second year.

Tt was maoved, seconded, and agreed to grant the prayer of Mr.
O’Sullivan’s petition, on condition of his passing the Entrance Kxami-
nation,

114. CiscLep for the Report of the Committec on Statistics, whicli was
submitted by Rev. C. .\, White, Convener. The Report was tuken as read.
Mr. White moved the deliveranee, which was seconded and carried as
follows 1

.

Receive the Report.

Approve the Schedule of Questions submitted, and recommend its
adoption by the various Stute Assemblies.

Include the papers on Centesimal Increase of Denominations and

Proportion of Denominations io the General Population in the Blue Boak.

Appoint Rev. [Tume Robertson Joint-Convener of the Committee.

1i5. Rev. G. Tarr submitted the Report of the Special Committee ap-

pointed to make a recommendation as to the time and place of next meeting
of the General Assembly, as follows ;-—

The Comimittee recommend that the GGeneral Assembly meet on the Wednesday {at

7 p-m.) of the third week in September, 1903, in Melbomrne, axad further recommend—
That the Board of Missions be empowered, if necessary, to arrange for the establish-
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ment of an Aboriginal Mission in Western Australia, and the continuance of the Agent's gqarfl ot
engagement for a year. 1331003,

‘That the Home Mission Committee be directed, on completing itsscheme of training, 'laigme ;‘t[ti,es;ion
to send it down to Presbyteries and State Assemblies, to be reported on to the Com- a0
mittee in June, 1903,

That the College Committee be empowered—(1) to deal with reports from the College -
Board of Kxamination re students who have passed Exit Examination, and to recom- Corllmiee.
mend State Assemblies to authorise Preshyteries to take them on trial for licence
{2) to deal with petitions from students referring to Examinations and the Theological
Course, similar to those dealt with by the present Assembly.

That a Pablic (Juestions Committee be appoiuted, with power to deal with guestions g‘(:}:ﬂ;:&;ﬂionﬂ h
which seem to them to demand some expression of the mind of the Church ; that the .
Public Questions Committee be instructed ta make all necessary preparation for the
celebration of the four hundredth anniversary of the birth of John Knox.

Authorise the Finance Committee to pay the expenses of the members of Standing Fiyance
Committees coming to mestings to be held not oftener than once in six months, on the scale Comittee
set forth in the regulations relative to the expenses of members of Assembly, and to
levy the assessment for the (ieneral Assembly Fund wnnuefly on the same basis as set
forth in the finding of the Assembly regarding the report of the said Board.

The Report, with its various rccommendations, was received and
adapted.

The Public Questions Committee was appointed as follows : —The Mode- [blic Questions
rator, Revs. J. Burgess, Dr. Clouston, J. Ferguson, Professor Harper, P. J.
Murdech, Dr, Nishet, Dr, D, Paton, Professor Rentoul, C. H. Talbot, A.
Yule, Ministers ; 1ion. J. Balfour, Messrs. J. Cameren, T. W. Fleming, and
J. . Goodlet, with the Clerks and the Moderators and Clerks of the State

Assemblies. The Moderator, Convener.

The Executive to consist of the members from the State to which the
Moderator belongs.

116. Tur rorLowinG Committees were re-appointed:—The Committee on :00-:::;:::&3'
Hymn Book for Sabbath Schools and the Committee on Sites in Federal
Capital.

117. AccorDING to notice, Dr. Clouston moved :—That this General As- L'.‘}‘Sﬁi‘mme -
sembly of tlie Presbyterian Church of Australia, taking into consideration the New tiuinca.
high moral duty of Christiun people to protect the native races under their care,
and the disastrous effects of the liquor traffic upon the native races of the
South Sea Islands and elsewliere, petition the Commonwealth Government
to proceed with legislation for the protibition of the liquor traflic in New
Guinea.

The resolution was seconded and carried,

118. Ruv.J. WaLker moved i—That & Memorial be sent from this Assembly Motion:
. . N . . Deportation of
to the Premier of the Federal Government, protesting against the deportation Kanakas.
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Tarkish Mistule
in Macedonin.

Thanks :
ompitalit .

Minutes
confinined.

Assembly closed.
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of New Hebrideans and other Svuth Sen Tslanders, who have, hefore the passing
of the Act dealing with this matter, obtained hemes, purchased properties,
or otherwise taken steps to permanently settle in Australia, some of these
having married and reaved families here, their children being edvcated in our
State Nchools, when such earnestly wish to continue as Colonists in Australia,
and protest aguinst being deported to the Tslands,

The motion was seconded and carried.

119. Dr. RextouL moved as follows : —The Assembly expresses its horrot
at the cruelty, outrage, and massacre which marks Turkish misrule in Mace-
donia, and at the inhuman methods adopted to ernsh the Christiau popu-
lation, for whose protection England has weighty responsibility ; and the
Assembly carnestly urges the Governent of the Commonwealth of Australia
to exert its influence upon the British Government for the protection of the
Christian peoples throughout the Turkish lands.

The motion was seconded and carried.

120. Mr. J. M. Cawesert moved :—That the thanks of the General
Assembly be given to the Hospitality Committee of the New South Wales
Chureh, and to the ladies of the W. AL Association for their liberal pro
vision for the wants of the merbers, and to the ladies and gentlemen who
extended hospitality to the members of the Assembly ; to the Ministers and
office-bearers of St. Stepben’s, who have placed their church at the Asseinbly’s
disposal ; and to the Press for their reports.

The motion was seconded and carricd unanimousiy.
121. Tue MinuTes of this the Tenth Sederunt were read and confirmed,

122. Tnr Businss of the General Assembly being now concluded, the
Moderator delivered a brief closing Address.

128. Tue AssEMBLY joined in singing the last three verses of the 122nd
Psalm, after which the Moderator, having intilnated that in pursuance of the
General Assembly’s appointment, the next General Assembly of Australia
will be holden in the Assembly Hall, Colling Street, Melbourne, on Wednesday»
the twentieth day of September, 1903, at T p.n, the Session was closed with
thz Benediction.

Signed in name and by authority of the General Assembly of the Pres-
byterian Church of Australia.

DAYID BRUCE, D.D., Moderator.
JAMES S. LAING, D.I., Senior Clerk.
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COMMITTEES OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

STANDING COMMITTEES.

1.—JUDICIATL COMMISSION.

Rev. John Anld, M. A,
David Bruce, D.D.
John Burgess, M. A.
T. E. Clouston, D.D.
Elder Gray, D.D.
John Gray
Alexander Hardie
Professor Harper, .1,
Alexander Hay, D.D.
James 8. Laing, D.D.
John C. McDonald, M. A.
Ceorge MacInnes, D.1).
S. (. Maclaren, M, A,
W. 8. Macgueen
John Meiklejohn, D.D.
P. J. Murdoch, M. A,
Thomas Nisbet, D.1).
David Paten, D.D,
Professor Rentoul, DD,

Rev. Peter Robertson
J. A4 Rodger
Jobn Russell
Janes Scott, DT,
Alexander Stewart, M. A.
George Tait, M, A.
Robert Thomson (5. 4.)
Alexander Yule, M. A.
Mr, Jahn A. Aitken
Hon. William Anderson
James Balfour, M, L.C.
Mr. John Cameron
J. M. Camphell
T. W. Fleming
Robert Gillespie
Colunel Goodlet
Mr. J. Hesketh
Alexander 8. Lang
John McKiehan

Rev,

r. T. E. Clouston, I).T),

THr MoDERATOR, Chairman.

ASSESSORS,

W, C. Radcliffe, B, A. | Mr., Alexander Martin
R. Scott West -

IL—BOARD OF MISSIONS.

Rev. C. Robinson

Joseph Copeland J. B. Russell, B.D.

W. Fraser Alexander Stewart, M. A.
J. J, Gilmore, B.A. l C. H. Talbot
W. Gray R. Scott West

Andrew Hardie

Alexander Hardie ‘
Janmes Lamont, F.L.8, '
Thomas Nisbet, D.1).

J. . Paton, D.D.

M. A. Byers

Robert Gillespie
Colonel Goodlet
Mr. H. H. Kemp

¥. A. Moseley, M.L.A.

Rev. T. R. Cairns, Convener.
REV. ALEXANDER STEWART, Acting-Convener.




Rey.

Reyv.

¢. David Bruce, D, D).

46
III.—THE CODE,

Rev. P. J. Murdoch, M. A.
John Burgess, M.A. W. C. Radelifle, 13. A.
W. H. Cooper, B.1 John Russell

8. Fraser James Scott, .12,

J. J. Gilmore, B.A. George Tait, M.A.
Elder Gray, D.D. Robert Thomson (8. A.)
Alexander Hay, D. 1. Mr. John A, Aitken
Richard Kerr J. M. Campbell

James 8. Laing, 1.1, The Procurator

(ieorge Maclnnes, 1.1 T

John Auld, M. A.

Tue CiLerks, Joint-Conveners.

IV.—THE COLLEGE.

Rev. J. B. Bussell, B.1).
Alexander Rkene, M. A.
Robert Nteel, M. A.
Alexander Stewart, M,A.
(George Tait, M.A.
Robert Thomson (8.4,)
R. Scott West
Alexander Yule, M.A.

3Mr. Juhin Marden, LL.D.

J. Kemp Bruce 1
John Burgess, M. A. !
John Ferguson |
Alexander Hay, D. 1)

J. Lundie, B.A. [
J, Mathew, B.D,

J. Meiklejohn, D.DD.

Thomas Nisbet, D.D.

A. R. Oshorn, M. A.

F. E. Oxer, 3.1

Dr. MeikpLejony, Convener.

V.—HOME MISSION.

Rev. Peter Robertson
A. Sangster, B.D.
Professor A. (. Smith, M. A
Douglas B. Smith, M. A,
Robert Thomson (8.A.)
John Walker

Hon. W. Anderson
James Balfour, M.L.C.

Mr, T. W. Fleming
John Kirkland

J, 8. Buntine

D. A. Canmeron, M. A.
T, K, Clouston, 111
(George Ewan

John Ferguson
Professor Harper, D. 1.
John Meiklejohn, D.D.
R. Murray, B.1).

W. C. Radeliffe, B.A.

REvs. Jous Fercursoy and P, J. MvrvocH, Joint-Conveners.

VI.—FINANCE.

Rev, Thomas Nisbet, D.D.
J. A. Rodger
Robert Thomson (8. 4.)
John Walker

Mr. William AfHleck, M.L.A.

Hon, William Anderson
James Balfour, M.L.C.
Mr. J. G. Cramond
Walter 3. Crane
J. De Conlay

Mr. T. J. Finlay
Robert. Gillespie
Colonel Gondlet

Mr. Alexander 8. Lang
Alexander Martin
F. A. Moseley, M.T..A,
Hon. James Murdoch, M.L.C.
Senator J. T. Walker

Mr. W. M. Walker
William Wood

CoroNer Gooorer, Convener.
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VIL—RECEPTION OF MINISTERS.

Rev. John Auld, ML A.
1. Cunningham
T, K. Cleuston, P.D.
George Davidson, B.1).
George Kwan
John Giray
James 8. Laing, D.D.
Alexander MeCarlie
George MacInnes, 1.1
J. T. Main, M.A.

Rev, Thomas Nisbet, D.T)
W. C. Radelitte, B.A.
Alexauder Skene, M.A.
David Smith, M. A.
Alexander Stewart, M. A,
Robert T'homson {8, A.}
Alexander Yule, M A,

Hon. James Balfour, M.L.C.

Colonel Goodlet

Me. Alexander 8. Lang

Rev. ALEXANDER SkeNg, Convener,

Rev. Elder Gray, D.D.
James Jackson
Richard Kerr
Alexander McCarlie
J. IX. Macmillan
Hume Robertson
Peter Robertson
John Russell
Robert Thomson (8. A.}
Robert H. Waugh, M. A.

VIIL.—STATISTICS.

Rev. C. A, White, B. A,
Mr. William AfHeck, M.L. A,
Hon. James Balfour, M. L.C.
Mr. A. Byers

Johin Cameron
Colonel Goodlet
Mr, treorge Hall

Steplen Mailer

J. K. Reid

W, A, 8mith

Revs. C. A. Witk and Hume Rorgkrsox, Joint-Conveners.

IN.—THE

Rev. .J. Copeland
Jawmes Cosh, B.D.
Professor Harper, ). T
James Jackson
Ritchard Kerr
Alexander McCarlie
S (& Maclaren, M. A,
Thomas Nisbet, [1.1.
Hume Robertson, B. A,
W. 8. Rolland

YEAR BOOK.

Rev. John Russell
Raohert Stecl, 3 A.
D, Muacrae Stewart
€. H. Talbot
Robert Thomson (8. A.)
A J. Wade
Jolm Walker
A A, Byers
George Hall
William Wood

Rev. Jauss Jackson, Convener.

SPECIAL COMMITTEES.

1.—THE RECORD.

Rev, J. 8. Buntine
Gieorge Davidson, B.1).
George C. Love, B.D.
Alexander McCarlie
J. Galbraith Millar
Thomas Nisbet, [).D.
Pcter Robertson
W. 8. Rolland

REYV,

Rev, DD. Macrae Stewart
Robert H. Wangh, M. A.
Charles A. White, B.A.

Mr. T. W. Fleming
H. H. Kemp
William McKenzio
F. A. Moseley, M, L.A.
W, A, Smith

W. 8. Rourann, Convener.




JI.—FEDERATION OF PROTESTAN'T CHURCHER.

Rev. J. Kemp Bruce
T. E. Clonston, . D,
Professor Harper, 1D.1.
James Lamont, F.L.S.
t{eorge Machmes, 1.1

W. M. Dill Macky, T3.1).

John Walker
Rev. W, Fraser

V. i, Maconochie, M. A,

J. Mathew, B.D.

Jolm Meiklejobn, T3.D.
. J Murdoeh, M. A,
Professor Rentoul, 1D.T).

Alexander Stewart, M. A.

Rev. Alexander Hay, D.D.
Thomas Nishet, 12.1),
W. C. Radeliffe, B.A.
R. H. Roberts
Peter Robertson
J. B. Russell, B.D.

Rev, G, Davidson, B.D.
David Paton, 1D.D.
A, €. Sutherland, B.D),

Rev. J. 8. Buutine
C. Jones
Alexander Hardie
F, E. Oxer, 1.D,
John Russell
James Scott, L1

Rev. Alexander Crow
James Gray, B.D.
Alexander MeCarlie
A. Sangster, B.1),

Rev, R. Scott West

Mr. John Camercn
Walter (4, Geikie

Colonel GGoodlet

Mr. John Kirkland
Alexander Martin
William W ood

Rev, Alexauder Yule, M. A.
Hon. William Anderson

James Baltfour, M. 1.C.
M. 1. J Fintay

Robert Gillegpie

W, I Gireenwood

). Love

Mr. D Fwazrt
Gearge Hall
Alexander 8. Lang
A. Mackellar
W. A, Rmith
George Stupart

Mr. A, H. Brysen
T. W, Fleming
J. Murray

Mr. F. Burbary

1. McKinnon
Hon. J. Murdoch, M.L.C,
Mr, J. K. Reid

F. Williams

J. Wright

Dr. 8. Macaulay

Mr. F. MeDonald
1. A. Moseley, M.L.A.
R. Robertson

The Moierator, Clerks and Law Officers, members ex officio.

Dr. Crovstox, Convener,

III.—PUBLIC QUESTIONS.

Rev, The Molerator
John Burgess, M. A,
I'. K. Clouston, 1).1).
Jolhn Ferguson
Professor Harper, D.D.
P, L, Murdocl:, M. A,
Thomas Nisbet, 1D.1),
David Yaton, 1L

Rev. Professor Rentoul, D.D),
C. H. Talbot
Alexander Yule, M. A.

Hon. Janies Balfour, M.L.C.

Mr. John Canmeron
T. W. Fleming

Colonel Guodlet

With the Clerks and the Moderators and Clerks of the State Assemnblies.

The Executive to consist of the members from the State to which the Maderator belonrs,

THE MobpERATOR, Convener.

IV..-HYMN BOOK FOR SABBATH SCHOOLS.

Rev. T. E. Clouston, D.D.
Joseph Fnlton
Andrew Hardie
Richard Millar, B. A,
W. 8. Rolland
1. Macrae Stewart,

Mr. Archibald Jackson
William McKenzie
Andrew Mercer
P. H. Speedie
Williamn Wighart

Rev. I MacrsE Stewart, Convener,
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V,—SITES IN FEDERAL CAPITAL.

Hon. William Anderson Mr. Alexander Martin
James Balfour, 3M.L.C. William Woed
Calonel Cioodlet _

VI.--BENEFICIARY FUNDS.

Rev, J. Hall Angus Rev. C. H. Talbot
John Buorgess, M.A, A, J. Wade
William Gray John Walker
1. J. Murdoch, M. A, Hon. James Balfour, M.L.C.

R. 8. Paterson Colonel ticodlet
Alexander Stewart, ML A. _—

Rev. J. Harn Axavrs, Convener,

VIL—T0 NOMINATE THE MODERATOR OF NEXT ASSEMBLY.

T'he Moderator and the Ex-Moderators of the (ieneval Assembly, and the Moderators
of the State Assemblies who are in office,

Trr Moprrator, Canvener,
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COMMUNICATIONS.

{1.) LEPTER OF CONDULENCE TO LADY SARGOOD.

The Manse, Rockhampton, January 20th, 1903.

The Moderator of the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church of Australi
desires 10 present his respects to Lady Sargooed, and on behalf of the Assembly to
express deep sorrow on account of the sudden and lamented death of the Hon. Sir
Frederick T. Sargood, K.C.M.(., and sinceve sympathy with her Ludyship in her great
bercavement.

The removal of one 80 closely and so honourably associated with the public life of
Victoria and Australia is an event to be deeply deplored.  The warm interest taken by Sir
Frederick Sargood in every movement for the promotion of the social and moral welfare
and the religious life of the community shewed that his sympathies were of no narrow or
sectarian character. The signal proof of his broad catholic and generous spirit which he
gave in connection with the General Assembly heid in Melbourne, last September, will Le
ever kept in grateful remembrance by the Presbytertan Church.

1t 1s the earnest hope anl prayer of every menmber of Assembly that Lady Sargowl
and all the circle more immediately aftected by her bereavement will be sustained under
their great sorrow and trial with the consolations of the Gospel of our Lord Jesus
Christ which the faith and life of the departed enable them so abundantly 1o
appropriate.

(2.; FROM THE CLERK OF THE PRESLBYTERIAN CHUKCH OF SOUTH AFRICA.

Durban, March 4th, 1903.
Rev, Dr. Laing, Clerk of General Assembly, Preshyterian Church of Australia.

DEar Sm,—I had the pleasure of receiving a letter from yon, sent to Cape Town
and thence forwarded to me, conveying the grectings of your Clhnrch on the termination
of the war, &c¢.  Unfortunately, amid the bustle of removal from Addington, your letter
has gone a-missing.  Would yon kindly send me another copy of your Assemby’s
resolution that I may have it read and recorded at onr next General Assembly in
September. I truly regret the miscarriage, but amid domestic worries (through the long
;:Jontir!)uexl illness of my wife) compelling me to find anvther field of labour the lotter has

een lost.

I hope to be able to return your greetings after our (feneral Assembly meeting at
Port Elizabeth in September next.

With kind regards.

Yours very traly,
JOHN LAING.

(3.} ¥HOM THE ALLIANCE OF THE REFORMED CHURCHES WOLDING THE PRESBYTERIAN
SYSTEM,

ANxvAL REerort, 1902.3,

The Exceutive Commission, Eastern Section, beg respectfully to present to your
Venerable Conrt the following brief statement respecting matters that have ocenpied its
attention during the past year.

The specific object of the Alliance is to promote the manifestation of that spiritual
unity whici links together all the Reformed and Presbyterian Clhurches of the world.
Such manifestation may take the form either of Chureh co-operation or of fraternal
relations, such as we see existing in Great Lritain and on the Kuropean Continent, On
Lhe Foreign Mission field, however, where this same unity exists, so far as the Clinrches
and their Missions of our Faith and Order are concerned, 1t is taking the form of Ocganic
Uuoion, and this on a scale on which we had hardly dreams.  2Thus, by the union of the
Reformed and Presbyterian Missions in Japan and in Manchuria, our Denominational
separations in both countries have ceased, and the underlying unity of our Churches has
been shown by the formation of Native Preshyterian Churebes.  In other lands also,
Mission work has prospered and with the increasc in the number of converts and the
organisation of Christian congregations, the question-—not only of Church, but of
Denominational union, has become very pressing, Hence, there arc to-day in many




+3

lands, momentons Forward Movements in favour of the formation of Native Presbyterinn
Churehes ; and from the missionaries in the same lands, appeals to the Assetublies of
their different Home Churches in support of those movements. In Corea, for instance,
there arec missionaries from the Austialian and the Canadian Presbytevian Churches, and
from the Northern and Southern Presbyterian Churches of the United States.
Connected with these Missions there arve between six and ten thousand Church members,
and now the missionaries in charge ask theic Home Churches for liberly to organise this
infuential body of converts into a self-governing Corean Presbyterian Church. In
Isastern China, the missionaries of tle Northern and Southern Presbyterian Churches of
the United States, and those of the Reformed (Duteh) Chureh of America, those of the
Church of Seotland, of the Bnglish Presbyterian and the Canadian Presbyterian Churches
Lave already taken what steps were possible for them, on behalf of 2 Native Chinese
Preshyterian Chareh.  They now ask the Home Churches to give all enconragement to
a movement that is the natnral yet gracions outcome of the spiritnal life existent among
their people. Mo is it in India, where there arve missionaries of well nigh every
Presbyterian Church in the world. TFrom these also, there come appeals to the Home
Churches for liberty to unite their numerous converts into a Native Presbyterian Church
—if not for the whole, at least for a part of India. The Hote Churches are thus being
called on this year to sanction the formation of sister Preshyterian Churches in what
were lately, and still are, Mission lands, Should there be lLesitation on the part of any
to grant the request thus made, we know well it will be from pradential reasons alone 3
for the ultimate mission of a Mission is to call into existence, and to organise
independent Native Churches.

By counselling and encouraging those seeking to form Nutive Churches, the Alliance
is rendering a service to our common Christianity and our common Presbyterianism.
It may be true that it is every vne’s business to give help in such matters, but it is also
true that, generally speaking, what is every one's business is nobody’s work, but it is
with the (foing of these very things that the Alliance has been specially charged.
Huving, however, bub an advisory position, it can act only in a most unobtrusive
manner, yet that such action has not been unfruitful will, it is believed, be seen front
the report now presentec.

Yor all these Movements so full of promise the Alliance asks the earnest prayers of
the Home Churches, that the guidance of the Holy Spirit may be vouchsafed, and
nathing said or done which might hinder the manifestation of that unity which is the.
frait of the Master’'s redemptive work,

In view of this crisis on the Foreign Mission field, the Section respectfully asks
your Court to renew the recommendation given in former years in favour of the
ubservance of & Week of Prayer, commencing on Tuesday, November, 24th, with special
reference to the Workers on the ficlds, their work and its results, and on behalf of those
at home, the Mission Boards, and Cainmittees with their different Officers, that all may
he guided by the Spivit of Wisdom Himseli, in dealing with the important matters now
mentioned.

The Section would remind this Court that the Fighth General Council of the
Alliance will meet in Liverpool in June, 1904, when it is hoped this Church will be
represented, as on former occasions, by its full number of Delegates.

JOHN ROBRON, Chairman.
(. D. MATHEWS, General Secretary.

25 Christchurch Avenue, Brondesbury, Londen, N.W.
March 27th, 1903.

HRev, Dr. Laing, Clerk Presbyterian Church of Australia.

~ Dear Broteek,—The BEighth General Council of the * Alliance of the Reformed
Churches holding the Presbyterian Systew,” will meet in Liverpool, England, on
June 21st, 1904,

At the London Council of 1888 it was agreed, ‘“ That the representation in the
Council shall be :—For each hundred congregations or less, two delegates up to 104
congregations ; above 1000 congregations, one delegate for each additional 100 up to 2000
congregations ; above 2000 congregations, ous delegate for each additional 250
congregations.

““In the case of union of Churches represented in the Alliance, it is recommendetl
that the number of delegates vemain as previous to union till the following meeting of
Council, when, on the union being reported to the Council, the future number of
delegates shall be determined.” (Vol. of Proceed., 1888, p. 308.}

At the Toronto Conneil of 1892 it was further agreed :—** That in order to advance
the interests in co-aperation in Mission Field. each of the churclies represented in this

iliance be invited to sead to the neetings of Council a representative of its Forsieo
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Mission Board or Committee, and such representative shall be entitled to act as a
corresponding member.”  (Vol. of Proceed., 1892, p. 280).)

Will you have the goodness to communicate this letter to the Supreme Court of
your Church at its approaching meeting, and secure the appointment of delegates to the
Couneil. Tt will be of great service to the Liverpool Local Committee it you send me the
names and addresses of the delegates as soon as these have been appointed by your Chureh,

I also enclose a copy of the Annual Report, prepared by the Kastern Section of the
Fixecutive Commission, requesting you, on hehaif of the Section, to lay it befors your
Supreme Court. Yours fraternally,

G. D. MATHEWS, General Sceretary.

{4.) FROM THE COXYENER OF THE CHURCH LIFE AND WORK COMMITTEE OF NEW SOUTH
WALES ASSEMBLY. ;
Sydney, July 15th, 1963.
Tn the Clerk of the (General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church of Anstralia.

Dear SIr,—At the meeting of the General Assembly of this State, held in May
last, it was agreed *f to urge upon the (General Assembly of Australia to issne Baptismal
Certiticates and First Communion Cards without loss of time.,” The resolution referred
vo will be found in our Blue Book, minute 122, and is part of the Assembly’s Deliverance
on the Church Life and Work Committece’s Report.

Yours very truly,
W. H. ASH, Convenor of Committee.

{(5.) FROM THE W.C.T.U. PITTS., PA., U.8.A,

The (feneral Assembly of the Preshyterian Cnurch of Australia is most earnestly
requested to recommend the observance of the fourth Sabbath in November as the

“ Warld’s Temperance Day.”
ANNA P. MAHOOD, 8.8, Dept., W.C.T.U.
Breckenridge Ave., Pitts., Pa.

(6.) FROM TIE BRITISH AND FOREIGN BIBLE SOUIETY.

Dear Dr. Laing, Tamworth, August 2], 1403

The British and Foreign Bible Society celebrates the conclusion of ) years of suc-
cessful and incessant labour on Mareh 6th, next year, and enters on March 7th on its
10kst year. The goodness of God has been so manifest in the operations of the Society,
as was His ingpiration in the idea from which it has sprung, that the Committee in
London are desirous that all branches of the Christian Clinrch shall join with them in a
worthy celebration of the Centenary. The two notes are Thanksgiving and Advance,
In counection with the first, in London, a Children’s Meeting is to be held on March &,
and a public demonstration on March 7, both in the Albert Hall, The feature, perhaps,
will be the observance of March 6, as Universal Bible Sunday. This movement has
received the cordial spproval of the Arehbishops and Bisliops of the Chureh of England in
Yogland, and already of several in Australasia. The Presbyterian Church of England
in their Assembly have passed a formal resolution of congratulation, and other repre-
sentative bodies have done or are doing, the same.

T shall be very grateful if you will bring the Society’s Centenary, and especially
Bible Sunday, to the notice of your Church’s Assembly, to he held next month ; and beg
the favour, in the name of the Committee, of jts favourable consitdderation. A recom-
mendation to your constituent Congregations as to the observance of that Sunday wonld
be most welcome news.  The features proposed for that Sunday are—

{1} Thankfulness for the gift of the Bible.

{£) Gratitude for the work of the Bible Society which has done so much to make

the Scriptures accessible to men,

{3) A share in the raising of the Centenary I'und of 230,000 guineas, in order to
take up new work, which is earnestly claiming the Committee’s attention in
all parts of the world,

Literature upon this enbject, and envelupes for thank-oflferings on Bible Sunday ean

Le obtained on application to London, if the Depot in Pitt-street, Sydney, is cot able to
supply it. Thanking you in anticipation, believe me,
Yours very faithfully,
H. A, RAYNES,
Home Superintendent and Delegate to Australia.
P.8,—If any resolution be passed, they would be glad in London to have a copy of it.
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(7‘} FROM TIHE KREY. J. FRAY, MINISTER AT PRETORIA OF IKESEYTERIAN CHUR(C'H QF
SOLUTH AFRICA.

Stork Villa, Peebles, Scotland, 23vd July, 1903.

The Right Rev. the Moderator of the General Assembly of the Preshyterian Churcl
of Australia.

Dpax Bir,—It has probably come to yomr notice that a movement has heen
mangurated for the purpose of erecting a Memorial Church in I’retoria to the memory of
the Presbyterian soldiers who fell during tlie late war. The eirenlar which I enclose
will put you in pussession of the main points in connection with the undertaking, and
show the countenance it hax received from reliable men. i have sent out one of these
eirenlars to every Minister, and one to the Session Clerk or Clerk of the Deacons’ Cours
of every I'veshyterian Congregation in the United Kingdom, and although I have just
finished this very heavy task I have alveady had a large number of encowraging replies
frow theni. 1t will be some months before the collections are reported in any numbers.

I may also say that, in the hope of being in tine for the (icneral Assembly of Canada,
Twrote the Moderator, asking liim to bring the project before the Comct, and asking him
to send e the names of all the Congregations and Ministers, that T might send them
circulars.  This week I received a ceply from the (ieneral Agent and Treasurer of the
Church saying that my letter arrived too late, hut speaking very favourably of the scheme.
He is to send me the names of Congregations and Ministers when the Assembly Minuntes
are issued. But he suggests that if we are not te begin our building for twelve months,
Lhe movement would be more liberally supported if, instead of my sending out the circulars,
the matter wus left over to next Assembly and a Deliverance of the Court given upon it.
‘I'here is but cne objection to that, as T pointed out to hiny, that it is not well to delay
where the appeal is to a sentiment that may weaken. So 1 have left it to the Moderator
and him to decide.

Now, Sir, the movement, we hope, will be as wide as the Church of the Empire for
the reasons given in the cirenlar, The Preshyterien Churches of Australia and New
Zealand sent many of their children to the fromt. Tt was wmy pleasure to know 2 good
many of them in the field. It was my duty to visit many of them in hospital, and to
attend some un their death.bed and to bury then:. And I wasbut vue of alarge number
of Chaplains who had the same work to do.  But, as you know, all who fell have not
had the memorial that they had earned erected to their memory : for some fell in far
remote places, some were buriel, unidentified, by the Joers, and some were reported
missing and never found. The very bravest and most chivalrous are the most likely to
be buried in unknown graves, Now, it is to raize a monument to all our own children
that this effort is being made, and I hope the Australian Churches will bear a noble shave
init. I enclose my circnlar. Would it be too much to ask you to get a committee of
Preshyterians to take the matter np for Australia, use and modify the civenlar as they
think best, and send it out soon to the various Congregations? It would, perbaps, be
a mistake to point ont that, if each {ongregation subseribed £3, the amount raised would
be very considerable, and wonld raise a worthy memorizl—a mistake, becanse Congre-
gations that could do more might consider that their limit, while, as 2 matter-of-fact,
some could not do nearly as much, and the average should be at least £5. T reckon that
£8 from each Congregation here will yield about £12,000, but I also have to fear that
many will not do anything, ov very little. T hope 10 get a goodly number of individual
subscriptions. But if T am loyally helped by the Ministers, T see no reason why we
should not build a Chureh worthy of our hrave men and worthy of our great Church
without the burden falling very heavily on individuals. Threepence a piece per member
in Britain would raise £12,000. My own Session Clerk thinks that South Afriea woull
ke good for £5,000 perhaps, and he's not & naturally sanguine man.  And, if throughout
the Bmpire we could raise £20,000, we could build a monument to last very many
generations, and darability is a good thing in & monument.

So Tlay this matter before you, and will be glad to hear from you soon as to what
can be done in Australia. I will write also (this mail) to New Zealand. 1 would be
glad also if you conld find the names of wealthy Presbyterians who would give their
personal support to the movement, so thateither your committee or I might communicate
with them. §f you decide to act at once, you would cause what printing required to be
done to be exeented in Australia, and charge it to the ¥und. If you think it worth
while to wuit and give your views as to any modification of the cirenlar for Australia,
I can have the circulars printed here and sent out ready for pusting. In that case I
would require a list of the names of all Ministers and Churches to whom I might appeal.

Now, Sir, I have written as if I requived yone individual atteation to this matter,
and perhaps, as a very busy man, you naturally resent my throwing any more work
upon you, But, of course, yon know that I only address you hecause it is easicr to
address one individual than some hypothetical group who imay require the information
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lerein contained. If you can get some committec, or even an individual, to take over
the work and give them your cordial good will, you will have dene almost all [ean expect
of you. Ounly one thing more T would ask, and that is, that you tell me as soon as
possible what has been done, so that ¥ may know where T aw,  Yon will observe that [
am only to be in Scotland till the end of Qetober, then [ return 1o South Africa.

Trusting Lo have your cordial co-operation,
I am, yours faithfully,
JAMES GRAY,
[£ARCULAR. ]
MEMORIAL CRURCIH, PRETORIA, SOUTH AFRICA.

In response to a widely-expressed dlesive, it is propased to erect a Churel in Preto
to be a Memorial to the Presbyterian Soldiers who fell during the late War in South
Afriea.  Momuments have iu many cases leen erected hy individuals, regiments, or
localities, to those whom they spevially wished to commemorate, but it will be under-
stoud that large numbers have had no such recognition. Now, it is intended that this
shall be the memorial of the Preshyterian Charch to all ite nwn ehildren, whether officers
or men or nurses, of regular ov irregular corps, buried in places known ov unknown,
who died of wounds or sickness during hestilities—a monument to those who gave their
life in the execution of their duty, at the call of Queen and conntry.  All parts of the
Empire stootl together in the conflict, and from all of them came Preshyterians, many
to fuxl in the land a soliliet’s grave.  The Presbyterian Churches of the Empire, within
and beyond the seas, ave asked to unite in a tribute te their memory, which shall
be noble both in form and parpose.

That Pretoria is the appropriate place for this Memaorial was expressed by resolution
of the General Assembly of the Preshyterian Chweh of South Africa. The (eneral
Assembly of the Chureh of Scotlapd, in its Deliverance on the report of the Colonial
Mission, cordially endorsed the propesal. The scheme was laid before the Supreme
Courts of the other Presbyterian Churches in Scotland, Bagland, and [reland, and
evoked a hearty sympathy.  Pretoria is pecubiarly associated with the War.  Situated
within the chicf area of military activity, it iy in the midst of the graves that are
scattered over the whole country, and as the capital of the Transvaal it has the outlook
of permanence in a special degree.

The Congregation of Pretovia for the sine reason ocenpies an influential position.
But thongh its future is one of importance, and its members are working nobly to fultil
the functions of  Church in exaeting ciccumstances, it is not wealthy. Having hitherto-
worshipped in a hall (its own property), s great need at present is a Charch edifice,
and this Memorial, while it would ielp the local Congregation, should be worthy at once
of the denomination that builds it, of the purposes it is to serve, and of its opportunity
for influence.

As thix is not to be a political memerial, but a Charel's tribute to its own children, and
as most families of the Church had seme relative, near or remote, in the War, it is hoped
that every Preshyterian Congregation throughout the Kmpire will bear a hand in its
ersction.  Though cach Congregation must decide for itself in what form its aid will be
given, it would be satisfactory 1f, besides the individual donations which the prospermus
and well-to-do wonkl like to give, some means where taken whereby the poor, who,
indeed, are largely interested, may also send their propmtionate gift. A Sabbath's
collections would appear Lo meet the case best.  But where this means is impossible, or
where, through the occurrence of bad weather, it fails, collectors might be found willing
to help, or the Church Guild might make the canse its own,

It anly needs to be added that it is proposed that the names of those eommemorated
shall be inscribed in sume suitable place in the Church.

Mr, Alexander Yellowlees, General Treasurer, Churel of Scotland, 22 Queen Street,
Edinlaugh, and Mr. A, Ellison Ross, (eneral Treasurer, United Free Church, 13 North
Bank Street, Edivburgl, have kindly consented to act as Treasmers to the Fund, to
cither of whom collectioms or personal conteibutions may be sent. Contrilutions may
also be sent to me at Stork Yilla, Pehbles, np till the end of October ; after that they
should be sent to me at The Manse, Visagie Street, Pretoria. To avoid confusion with
other funds, they should be distinetly remitted as for ¢ The Pretovia Memorial Church

Fund.”
JAMES GRAY,
Minister of Pretoria, and sometime Aecting-Chaplain to the Forces.
Pecbles, 10th July, 1903.
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(8.) FROM THE SYNOD OF TIIE DIOUESE OF SYDNEY.

The Chapter Hovse, Buthurst-street West.
22nd September, 1903,

My near Mr. MopERATOR,

I have much pleasure in sending you the following vesolution, which was unani-
mously passed at the Synod of the Thocese of Sydney, viz. ==

That the Most Reverewd the President be requested, ou hehalf of the clergy and
laity of the Church of Kndand now assembled in Synod, to send fraternal grectings to
the Assembly of the Prc&si))ywriuu Chureh of Australia, and (o wish them (God-speed in
all their efforts to maintain our commeon faith, and (o spread amongst the people the high
and noble ideas of Christian conduct set forth in the Gospel of Christ.

Yours sincerely,
WAL 87, SYDNEY.

The Right Rev. the Moderator of the Preshyterian Gencral Assembly,

(9.} FROM THE GENERAL CONFERENCE OF THE METHODIST CHURCH OF ATUSTRALAS[A.

Emmett Rtreet, Nurth Sydney,
Neptember 22nd, 1903,
The Rev. ). Brreg, D.D.,
Moderator of the (feneral Assembly of the
Preshyteriats Chureh of Anstralia.
REVEREND axD Dranr Stig,——

Permit me to offer my congratulations to yon npun your clection to the high office
of Moderator of the (zeneral Assembly of the Presbyterian Charch of Australia, and to
express the hope that yowr term of office may he one of blessing to yourself and pros-
perity to the great Church over which you have beeu called to preside.

1 desire alsa to convey to the (ieneral Assembly, through you, the fraterual greet-
ings of the Methodist Chareh of Australasia, and to assure you of its deep interest in
the success of your work for the veligious welfare of the prople of Australia, in the
building up and extension of the Kingdow of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ in this
Commionwealth,

Praying that the Holy Spirit may guide the Assembly in its deliberations, and that
the presence of the Great Head of the Church may be realised in all its Sessions,

I am, Reverend and BDear Sir,
Yours in the faith and service of our Common Lo,
GLEORG IS LANLE,
President of the (veneral Conference,

{10.) TELEG:KAM FROM THE FPRESEYTERIAN CHURCH OF SOUTIT AFRICA.
Grahamstown, 23/9/03.
Presbyterian Assembly, Sydney,
Greeting from Presbyterian Church of South Afriea ; wish prosperity.
Moderator.

II,
OVERTURES.

{l.) ON AFPOINTMENT OF MISSIONARY-EVANGELISTS.

From the State Assembly of fucensland.

Whereas the supply of Ministers is insuflicient for the needs of the Churel, and so
few students for the Ministvy are offering themselves that the present dearth may he
expected to continue for years, while the needs of the Charels are urgent ; Whereas there
is employed at present a large number of lome Missionarvies, many of whom are
acceptahle preachers and cfficient workers; And whereas amongst these ave some who
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have been partially trained, but deterved from entering the Ministry owing to the
requirements of the ovdinary currienlum : It is, therefore, hereby humbly ovclrt,n:red to
the (leneral Assembly of the Presbyterian Church of Australia, indicted to meet in Syduey
on the 23rd «day of September, 1003, to take these premises into consideravion with
the view of instituting a speeial elass of chureh workers, to be knmown as ** Minister-
Evangelists ;” and to declare : —

1. That candidates for this status shall be subject to a course of study a'nrl training
extending over four years, nunder the supervision of the Home Mission Committee of the
tiencral Assembly.

2. That the course shall be open o Home Missionaries (r) Who have served a
Home Mission Committee in any State with acceptanee for at least two years, or () Who
have piven efficient service to a Home Mission Commiltee for one year, and have taken
the full conrse at any Fraining Institute whose emriculum is recogoised for this purpose
Ly the General Assembly’s Home Mission Committee, provided that sueh conrse of
training shall he cousitlered to be equivalent to one vear’s study in tire course now
proposed . )

3. Fhat candidates shall he rRubject to an entrance exantination and 1o an examing-
tion in each uf the four years of the conrse.  All examinations to be conducted by the
(renera) Asgembly’s xamination Board, :

4. That the cowrse of study shall inelude the Knglish Languaye and Literature,
Logie, Scripture, New Testament ticeek or a Science, Theology, Church History, and
Practical Training. .

5. That those who complete snccessfully this conrse of training shall e ordained
in order to do the full work required of a Miiister ; and, if appointed to a Charge for a
two years’ term, shall have seats in the Presbytery of the boumds, it such evangelists
shall be eligible for appointments by a Home Mission Committee only, and not for a call
to a congregation. =

6. That, in the event of a Minister-Evangelist (after four years' service following
on hiy ordination) approving himself ta the Home Mission Comniittee and the Preshytery
in connection with which he lahours, as able to ilo etficiently the full work of the
Ministry, it shall be competent for the Presbytery, with the conenrrence of the Home
Misaton Committee, to apply to the Geneval Assembly to grant him the full status of a
AMinister of the Preshyterian Church of Australia ; or toleal otherwise with the prenises
4s to your Venerable Conrt may seem fit,

Revs. De. Nizbet and W. C. Radelifle were appointerd to support the Overture.

RICHARD KERR, Clerk.

(Q.) OVEKTURE ON THME ELECTION OF MODERATOR.

Whereas the tieneral Assewbly of 1902 resolved that the nomination of a suitable
Minister to be elected by the Ueneral Assembly as their Moderator should be by Preshy-
teries—ane Presbytery, one vote : and wheveas some Regulations are required for the
guidance of Preshyteries in the matter : It is humbly overtured to the Venerable the
Cieneral Assembly of the Presiyterian Church of Anstralia, by the undersigued, to enact
the following rules or snch other reyulations as the Assembly may in their wisdom deter-
mine, viz, 1 —

1. Fhe Minister nominated for the Chair nrust have an absolute majority of the votes
of ghe Preshyteries of the whole Church, y
| 2. Moderators shall he nominated from the Churehes of the States, as far as possible,
in the vrder in which the Churches are named in the Deed of Union,

3. Presbyterial nominations shall be in the hands of the Clerks of the tieneral
Assembly not later than three months prior to the date of meeting of the tleneral
Assembly ; nominations or re-nominations made or received after that time shall not be
onmted 1 the vote,

4 Clerks of Preshyteriee shall immediately after the nomination forward to the
Senior Clerk of Assembly an Extract- Minute of the Preshytery’s nomination.

JAMES S, LAING, D.I), Senior Clerk.

{3.) OVERTURE ON THE EXIT EXAMINATION OF STUDENTS IN TIEOLOGY.

Unto the Venerable the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church of Australia.

It is humbly overtured by the Theological Faculty of New Nouth Walgs, St.
Andrew’s College, Sydney, thin 2ist day of Angust, 1903, as follows :—

Wihereas it is expedient that the Exit Examination of the Students in Theology
should be held in two divisions, and



59

1. That the first division of the Exit Examination be held at the close of the second
session of the curriculuw in these subjects 1 —
(1) Exegetical Theology of the Old Testament.
{2) Cbureh History.
(3) Christian Ethics, and
EI. That the second division of the Exit Examination be held at the close of the
third session of the curriculum in these subjects ;=
(1) Exegetical Theology of the New Testament.,
{2 Systematical and Liblical Theology.
(3) Apologetica.
That the Vencrable the (seneral Assembly enact the foregoing, or deal otherwise in
the premises as to its wisdom may seem fit,
Certified by me,
(i, Maclxxes, Secretary.

(4.) OVERTURE ON EX OFFICIO MEMBERS OF ASSEMBLY.

Unto the Venerable the General Assembly of the Preshyterian Church of Anstralia,

it is hereby humbly overtured by the undersigned : Fhat the (ieneral Assembly’
with the consent of a majority of the Presbyteries of the whole Charch snd a majority
of the State Assemblies, enact as follows :—The Officers of the (eneral Assembly,
namely, the Senior Clerk, the Junior Clerk, the Procurator, the Law Agent, and the
Missions” Agent, shall have ex officio seats in the (ieneral Assembly.

That the foregoing be sent down to State Assemblies and to Presbyteries, and be
meanwhile passed into an interim Act.

(. MAcINNES,

III.
PETITIONS.

(1.) PETITION FROM THHE MANAGERS OF ST. ANDREW’S, LAUNCESTON.

The Petition of the wndersigned, Managers of $t. Andrew’s, Launceston, to the
+encral Assembly of Australia, couvened to meet in 8t, Stephen’s Church, Syduey, on
the 25rd of September, 1903, humbly sheweth :—

tst. That your Petitioners were elected to office in January, 1903, and the validity
of their cleetion, though chullenged, and up to the date of this Petiticn, not anuounced
from the pulpit, has been upheld by the Presbytery of Launceston, the State Assembly
of Tasmania, and the Commission of that Assembly, hereinafter mentioned.

2ud, That a Commission of the State Assembly of Tasmania, clothed with Assembly
powers,--appointed to deal with difficulties that had arisen hetween Mr. J. 5. Anderson,
a wember of the Session of 8t. Andrew’s, aml the Minister of 8t. Andrew's; and alse
with difliculties between your Petitioners and the Minister of 8t. Andrew’s, arisiug out
of the difficulties between Mr. Anderson and the the Minister—divected yonr Petitioners
to resign their oftices as Managers with a view to a new election, basing their direction
on the view that such resignations would be in the interests of the peace of the
congregatinn.

3rd. Thut your Petitioners being of the opinion that the Commission, not being the
Supreme Court in this matter, had no anthority to direct them to resign ; and that their
resignation would not be, as the Commission considered, in the interests of the peace of
congregation, reapectfully intimated to the Commission their inability to comply with
their direction, and the gronnds on which they rested their refusal.

4th. That the Commission, notwithstanding your Petitioners’ refusal to resign,
ordered, made arrangements for, and carried ont an election of Managers—thus
practically declaring vacant the places of Managers they had declared duly clected, and
who had not resigned.

dth. That, as soon as possible, after your Petitioners heard, by notice from the
pulpit, of the resolve of the Commission to proceed to new election, they haunded to the
otficiating minister & protest against the election, and nine days hefore the day of election,
intimating of their intention to appeal to the General Assembly of Australia ; and in
:l‘ue course forwarded their appeal, with reasons assigned, to the Clerk of the

ANLMIBRLON,
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6th. That the Commission refused to allow this appeal, and proceeded with the
election, on the ground that they, as a Commission of the State Assembly of Taswania,
clothed with Assembly powers, were the Supreme Court in this case,

7th. That your Petitioners hold that, if not the directing your Petitioners to resign,
yet the practical declaration that their seats were vacant, though they had refused to
resign, implied in the ordering a new election was an aet of discipline-—was u removal of
them from office—a removal of them from office by a hody which had declared their
election vulid ; and further, your Petitioners hold that this act of discipline was not
made less an act of discipline or less severe, by tha declaration which accompanied the
announcement of thie new electiom, that the Cotmmission cast no reflection on them, and
that they were eligible for re-election ; aud further, your Petitioners hold that the fact
that the first step in the proceedings, of which this practical removal from oftice was the
last, was a charge made against the Board of slanagement generally, and against M.
Walden, one of their number, in particular, by the Sessiou, to the Preshytery of
Launceston ; and by them sent to the State Assembly, and by them to the Commission,
clearly proves that their ease is a case of discipline.

8th. That your Petitioners hold :—(a) That, under Article IV, of the Articles of
Agreenent between the Churches of Australia and Tasmania, the (eneral Assembly of
Australia is the SBupreme Court in cases of discipline. It was under this belief that your
Petitioners refused to obey the direction of the Commission to resign their offices, and
that they appealed to the Genernl Assembly of Australia against the resolve of the
Commission to hold a new election, {h). That Article ¥, of the said Articles of Agree-
ment relied upon by the Commission to prove that they are the Supreme Court in this
cage, and to justify their refusal to allow your Petitioners’ appeal, does uot remove the
act of :discipline against them from the jurisdiction of the General Assembly of Australin,
bt merely sets forth certain stages ab which a certain class of cases of discipline may be
appealed or referred directly to the (ieneral Assembly’s Jodicial Commission, In all
other cases, and at all other stages, not mentioned in this Article, appeals and references
go to the General Assembly. Your Petitioners’ appeal, therefore, was distinctly
competent,

Yth. That the Commission, after the illegal new election was concluded, declated
your Petitioners managers, though they had not heen elected at this new election. Thus
adding to the claim of power to remove, without fault proved managers duly elected,
the claim of power to declare managers those not elected at all.

10th. That the Commission also declared the two gentlemen who, at this ilegal
election, received the highest number of votes. Though not necessary to their case,
your Petitioners mention, as indicating the state of upinion in the congregation, that the
number of votes recorded for those two gentlemen were not as numerous as those
recorded for your Petitioners at the regnlar clection  Vour Petitioners are of opinion
that these gentlemen have not been duly elected, aned they protested against their taking
part in the business of the Buard.

Your Petitioners therefore beg your Venerable Court to take these premises into
consideration ; to give your Petitioners protection against the high-handed procecdings
of the Commission of the State Assembly of Tasmauia ; to put into due ovder the
managentent of the secular affairs of the congregation of St. Andrew’s, which have been
thrown into confusion ; and, further, if in your wisdom you see fit, to take steps to
exaniine into the proceedings out of which the unhappy state of matters now existing in
8t. Andrew’s has arisen.

And your Petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

JAS. WALDEN
THON, BOYD

INO, PATON

A. H. E. BOWDEN
GEO. YRENCH

W. H. LAMB.

CASE OF 8T, ANDREW'S, LAUNCESTON.

The Manse, Evandale, Tasmania,
August 20th, 1903.
Rev. J. 8. Laing, D.D,,
Clerk of Assembly,
Dear Sir,

I am in receipt of your letter e petition from certain Managers of St, Andrew’s,
Launceston. I am sending you lixtract Minute showing the history of the case which
led up to this petition. In an ordinary case, T would bave sent vou the Extract Minnte
of Augnst 13th only, hut the fear that our Church may not be well represented, owing
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to quarantine regulations, has induced me to send a history of the case. 1 leave it to
you whether all should be printed or not. If you think the Minute of 13th Augnst
sufficient, the other Minute could be beld for information, If all can be printed, so
much the better.

In Clause t of the petition theve are two misstatements. Neither the Preshytery of
Launceston or the State Assembly ever upheld the election.

In Clause 2 the Anderson case was settled before the Commission was appointed, and
was never touched by it.

In Clause 7 the charge made against the Board of Managemeuot in general, and Mr.
Walden in particular, never came before the State Assembly or the Commission, but
was finally dealt with by the Presbytery of Launceston before the Assembiy met,

I am, yonrs faithfully,
JOHN RUKSELL.

EXTRACT MINUTE, ETC., IN RECARD TO THE CASE OF ST, AN DREW'S, LAUNCESTON.

At Launceston, and within 8t. Andrew’s School-roons, on Thursday. 26th March,
1903, at 3 p.m., the Commission of Assembly, with full Assembly power to deal finally
with the report of the Assembly’s Committee on the Reference from the Presbytery of
Launceston and the whole case of 8t. Andrew’s, Launceston, met, and was duly con-
stituted by the ex-Madervator, in the Chair,

Iuter alia: Ou the motion of Rev. A. Hardie, seconded by Rev, Dr. Scott, the
whole report was adopted.

Extracted from the Minutes of Commission by

JOHN RUSSELL, Clerk.

(Report referred to.)

1. Having examined the papers submitted to us, and baving fully heard parties in
connection therewith, your Commttee beg to report that the position of Messrs. French,
Lamb, Walden and Bowden as Managers of St. Andrew’s cannot, in onr opinion, be
challenged on the point of legality of procedure. We do not consider the rcasons
advanced by the Session of St. Andrew’s in snpport of their petition to the Preshytery
for assistance in dealing with the voting papers are such as to justify us in recommending
that the Presbytery should review the action of the said Session presided over by Rev.
A, R, Osborn, at which the above-named gentlemen were declared dunly elected,

IR, e {Not bearing on this case, )

III. With reference to letters from six members and adherents of St. Andrew’s,
who are also members of the Board of Munagement, addressed to Rev. H. Jooes, sug-
gesting his resignation, &c., we empbatically condemu their action as utterly irregunlar
(whatever motives may have prompted it) and subversive of the rights of Minister and
LCongregation.

Iv. . . . . . . . (Nothbearing on this case.)

{(Note.—All parties acquiesced in the above report.—JLR.}

At Launceston, at 7 o’clock p.m., the Commission met pursuant to adjournment,
and was constituted by the ex-Moderator,

The Board of Management of St. Andrew's being called in, the finding of the
Commission was read to then, and the ex-Moderator called on the Rev. Iv. Scott tu
make o statement to the Managers in regard to future arrangements. It was suggesied
that a chairmun having the confidence of the Minister, the Session and the Board of
Management should preside at the meetings of the Board of Management, and that the
Rev. H. Jones keep to his special sphere of work, and the Managers look after the
financial affairs of the Congregation. This was laid before the Loard of Management
and very fully discussed, but the Board eould not accept the proposed arrangement, and
handed the following formal decision to the Commission :—*¢ We, the Board of Manage-
ment, have been deeply moved by the kindly words expressed by the Commiission, but
cannot see our way clear, in the future interests of onr Church, to comply with their
recommendation, as we have no confidence in the Rev. H. Jones as aur Minister.”

Extracted from the Minutes of Conimission by

JOHN RUSSFELL, Clerk,

{Note.—Forencon sitting on 27th spent in discussing the difficult situation, but no

resolution.—J.R.})

At Launceston, on 27th March, the Cowmmission met at 2.15 p.m., and was consti-
tuted by the ex-Moderator,
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On the motion of Rev. Dr. Scott, seconded by Mr. F. Burbury, it was unanimously
agreed :—*“"That while npholding the validity of the late election of Managers, the
Assembly’s Comniission find that under existing circnmstances no basis of harmouions
settlement can be reached owing to the refusal of both Managers and Session to adopt
the snggestion submitted for their consideration by the said Commission. The Cor-
mission therefore direct the four members of the Board of Management recently
elected to resign their office, and that a fresh election be held wider the supervision of
the Commission.”

It was directed that the adherents’ roll he completed by the Session, the Revs.
A, Hardie and J. Russell to be assessors associated with the Nession, BMr. Russell
Moderator of Scssion, for that purpose ; that the present roll of adherents, drawn out
in alphabetieal orvder, with spaces under each letter, be exhibited on two Sundays—
April 5th and 12th—at the Church door, with the yualification of an adherent written
on the roll, and those claiming to be adherents, whose names are not on the roll, send
their names to the Rev. J. Russcll, ¢fo M. Crooks, Session Clerk, on or before 14th
April ; that the Session, as above constituted, be instrncted to carry out the election of
Managers by ballot papers, and in accordance with the laws of the Church,”

Extracted from the Minutes of Commission by

JOHN RUSSELL, Clerk.

Nore I.—The above resolution, with the following addition approved by the Cont-
migsion, was read as an anncuncement {rom St. Andrew’s pulpit on April Sth :—* By
asking the four Managers recently elected to resign, the Commission casts no reflection
on them, and they are eligible for re-election, or any other member or adherent may bo
voted for, The object of the Commission is to ascertain the mind of the Congregation,
and hy appealing to the larger constitnency of members and adherents which elect the
Banagers, it will be better ascertained than by appealing to the smaller constituency of
members only, which elect the Session, It is practically a referendum to the Congrega-
tion, and any obstacle put in the way of carrying out this will, no doubt, be regarded
by the Commission as an attempt to prevent the mind of the Congregation from being
ascertained,” &e.—J. R

Nore I1.—The four members of the Board of Maunagement refused to resign, but
their refusal was ignored, and the clection took place on the 27th April,  Acting on
advice given, the supporters of the four Managers abstained from voting. —J. R.

At Oatlands, on Tuesday, 28th April, 1903, at 3 p.m., the Commission of the
Assembly appointed to deal with the case of 8¢, Andrew’s, Lannceston, met. . . . .
The meeting was opened with prayer. o

Inter afivw: It was resolved—"* That the Commission, having carefully serutiniserd
the voting papers in the eluction of Managers which has just taken place in St. Andrew’s
Chureh, and having compared the num%crs taking part in the said election with the
numbers on tne Congregational rolls entitled to vote, find that only a minority of the
whole have indicated any desire for the removal of any of the present Managers. As
the Commission had chiefly in view, in fixing the recent election, the ascertaining of the
mind of the Congregation, they therefore resolve to allow the existing Buard to retain
office. They farther rcsolve, with the view of all parties being duly represented, to
add the names of the two who stand highest—who may be willing to act—in the elec-
1ion which has just taken place to the present Board. (The Commission add only two
names, making eight in all, that Leing the full number allowesl by onr laws.) The Com-
mission express the carnest hope that future harmony will prevail in 8t. Andrew’s, and
tu this end exhort all parties to cultivate the things that make for peace.”

Extracted from the Minutes of the Commission by

JOHN RUSSELL, Clerk.

At HMobart, and within St. Andrew’s Vestry, on 13th day of August, 1903, the
Commissiot met at 10 a m.  The meeting was opened with prayer.

A Petition to the (ieneral Assembly of the Presbyterian Church of Australia, from
certain members of the Board of Management of 8t. Andrew’s, Jaunceston, compiaining
that the Commission had ordered and carried out an illegal election of Managers in the
said Congregation, and praying the General Assembly to interfere, was laid on the table.

After discussion, the Commission nnanimounsly resolved—¢* That the petition is
practically a repetition of an appeal formerly made to the Generai Assembly by certain
Managers of 8t. Andrew’s, Lannceston, against the election of Managers in that Congre-
gation directed by the Commission, which appeal the Commission refused to transwmit,
on the ground that the General Assembly had no jurisdiction in the case ; that the Com-
mission decline to surrender rights securcd to all State Assemblies both by Act of
Pacliament and the Articles of Agreement ; that the (General Assembly is supreme only
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m cases of * Doctrine, worship, and discipline” (Article IV.), but in cases of ‘ Govern-
ment’ the State Assembliey are supreme; that the election complaivned of in the
petition, as shown hy relative docaments, was not disciplinary or pumtive in any sense,
but was directed solely to prevent a deadlock in the Congregation after all other means
had failed : the Commission therefore vefuse to transmit the petition.”

Extracted from the Minutes of the Commission by
JOHN RUSSELL, Clerk,
Evandale, Tasmania,
August 29th, 1903, =

(2.) PETITION 77¢ ORDER OF PRECEDESCE.

Unto the Venerable the {ieneral Assembly of the Preshyterinn Church of Australia.

The Yetition of the undersigned, being members of the GGeneral Purposes Committee
of the Preshyterian Chureh of New Sounth Wales, respectfully sheweth : —

That an order of precetlence at State functions of the Commonwealth of Australi
was recently published in the newspaper press in which the name of the Moderator of
the Preshyvterian Church of Australia was omitted from a place in State functions,

We therefore petition the Geneval Assembly of Australia to despatch a memorial to
His Majesty the King, asking that the said Ovder of Precedence may be veconsidered,
with the object of providing such place for thie Moderator of the Presbhyterian Chureh of
Australia as we deem he has the right to expect as represcoting one of the great Churches
established by law within the United Kingdom.

And your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

Jo T, NAIN, M.A,, Maderator of Assembly.
T. K. CLOUNTON, D.D.
JOHN BURGESS, M.A.

(3) VETITEON OF REV. FREDERICK STURES TOQ BX RECEIVED AS A MINISTER OU THE
PRESHYTER[AN CHUKCILL

Unto the Venerable the (General Assenbly of the Presbyterian Church of Australia.

The Petition of the undersigned Frederick Stubbs, being a duly ordained Minister
lately in charge of the parish of Cost, within the Presbytery of Christchurch, N.Z.,
respectfully sheweth :—

That your petitioner was born in London on the 15th July, 18355.

FThat he received his education, first at Irivate Schools in London, then at a
Boarding School near Louth, and subsequently at Regent’s Park College (o Theological
Tustitution of the highest standing), and one of the Colleges aftiliated to Lhe University
of London,

That his education embraced the studies common to most theoiogical students, in-
cluding Grreck and Hebrew, Pastoral and Systematic Theology, Mental and Moral
Thilosophy, Church History, Apulogetics, ete.

That your petitioner was ordained at Studley in the year 1881, and subsequently
beld pastorates at Newcastle-on-Tyne and Dudley, Eagland

That after nearly six years as Minister of Lrinity Preshyterian Church, Dudley,
he removed, under mwedical advice on acconnt of his wife’s stale of lheaith, to New
Zealand, where he has been Ministee of Feilding for two-and-a-half years, and of Cust
for nearly four years, cach Charge he has held growing under his ministry.

He may add that on coming to the colonies in 1805, he was furnished with a com-
mission from the Frec Chureh of Scotland, to whose Committee he was known, as well
as with credentials from the Presbyterian Church of Englaund. .

That his own health having broken down through overwork, and the climate of
Canterbnry plainly disagreeing with him, he felt it his duly to resiyn the Charge of Cust
in July, 1902, since which time he has been uuder niedical treatment for laryngitis:
that he came to New South Wales threc months auvo, in vrder to escape the New Zealand
winter : and that he is so favourably impressed with the suitability of the climate ns
regards the affection he has suftered from, that he has formed a desire to remove from
Christchurch to this conntry.

That during the last three months he has, in addition to a considerable amount of
literary wark, eugaged in almost every kind of ministerial work in New South Wales,
and has reason to hope that his lahours have been acceptable to the people and of ser-
vice to the Church, ~As to this, the Sceretary of the Church, and those whom he las
served, are of course the best judges, and would doubtless be willing to testify.

That in support of his petition e forwards the following papers in evidence—
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{#) Docmments showing that he was regarded by his Congregation, Freshytery, and
Church in Eiogland as a competent scholar, and as a faithful and eflicient Minister of the
tiospel, and that his relations with his Congregation, I'resbytery, and Church were of
the happiest description,

{4} Docwnents exhibiting similar facts in velation to his late Congregation, Preshy-
tery, and Chureh in New Zealand,

{¢} Letters from the Secretary of the Ministers’ Assoeiation of Christchurch indica-
ting the regard in which the petitioner has the good fortune to be held by the Ministers
of various denominations in that city.

() Documents showing, as regards his intelicetnal fitness and attainments, that the
petitioner is well and honourably known thronghont New Zealand as a public writer ;
that he is at prescot commissioned by a large amd influential journal to write a long
series of articles on Australian affaivs ; that in fnrtherance of bis mission the Govern-
ment of N.Z. kindly furnished him with letters of commendation to the Governments of
New South Wales and Victoria ; sl that these and other letters of introduction show
that in his adopted country he bears an honourable reputation for character and ability.

The petitioner desires to adil that his chief object in engaging in literary work has
been to further the interests of Christ’s Kingdom, and he humbly hopes that his writings,
reaching as they have many thousands of people, have contributed to that high end.

(¢} Your petitioner hegs to assure the Assembly that in making this request for
admission to the Church, he is not influenced by any fivancial stress, nor does he desire
to be connected as a Beneficiary with any of the Churel’s Funds. He congeived it to he
his duty before he left England to make suitable provision for his family aud for him-
self should infirmity overtake him, and on this account the Presbyterian Churel of N.Z.
excused him from conneeting himself with its funds, and he trusts the same position
would be assuimed by the Chureh of Australia,

{£) Tt was not until the present month of September that the petitioner knew of
this meetling of the Assembly, or had been in a position to come to a eonclusion as to
the snitability of the climate for him, otherwise he would have submitted still further
evidence. He trusts, however, that the docnments he happened to have by him will he
deemed sufticient for the purpose in view, and that the Assembly will not rejeet him on
the ground of any vuimportant informality.

And your petitioner, as in duty bound, will ever pray, ete.,

FREDERICK STURBBS.

(4) PETITION OF TIE REV. W. 8. WNHITESIDE TO RE RECEIVEDY AS A MINISTER OF
THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH,

To the Right Reverend the Moderator and the remanent members of the Presby-
terian Church of Australia, to meet in Sydney Sept. 23, 1903,

The Detition of the Reverend William Sherlock Whiteside, B.A., respecifully
sheweth :—

1. That petitioner is a Minister of the Preshyterian Chureh, and brings with him
credeutials of full standing from the Presbyterian Church of Ireland (sce letter from
Professor Hamill, Convener of Colonial Committee), the Presbytevian Church of the
U.5.A. North {see Preshyterial certiticate from Preshytery of Santa Barbara), and from
the Presbyterian Church of South African {see Preshyterial certiticate from D'resbytery
of Cape Fown).

2. That petitioner was horn at Dundrod, County Antrim, Ulster ; was educated at
the Royal Academical Institution, Belfast, and afterwards went through 1the University
Course in Queen’s College, Belfast, and the Queen's University, of which lie is a graduate
{see Degree Parchivent), aud thereafter took the full Theological Curriculum in the
Assembly’s College, Belfast, becoming a licentiate of the Presbyterian Chuorels in Ireland
in 188 under the care of the I’resbytery of Templepatrick.

3. That in 1886 petitioner was ordained to the pastoral chacge of the parish of
Derryvalley, Connty Monaghan, the ministry of which he fulfilled for seven years.

4. That he was thereafter, for reasons of health, Minister of Ione, Fort Bragy, and
Santa Maria (California), of which latter parish he has been Minister for six years, and
during the last year was Commissioner of Santa Barbara Presbytery to the (eneral
Assembly of the Preshyterian Church of the U.S.A. North.

5. That on returning to Ulster to visit lis sick father, he war induced to visit South
Afriea, awl there was immediately invited by the Presbytery of Cape Town to occupy
the pulpit of Stellenbosceh until the arrival of the Minister-elect. {Respecting petitioner’s
work there, see letter of Session Clerk and lester of Moderator of Cape Town Preshy-
tery).  Petitioner found living in South Africa exceedingly expensive, aml came to
Victoria,
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6. Petitioner encloses other testimonials and documents, and will be glad 1o answer
any questions regarding them that may be put to hin.

The petitioner prays the (femeeal Assembly to receive him as a Minister of che
Presbyterian Chnrch of Australia, and pledyes himself to serve it with full loyalty and
tn tha utmost of his energy and power.

And as in duty bound,

WILLIAM RHERLOCK WHITESIDE.
Melbourne, Aug. 4th, 1%03.

(5) PETITION OF TIIE REV. IIENRY ¢. NICHOLLS TO BE RECEIVENR AN A MINISTER
OF THE PFRESBYTERIAN CHURCH,

To the Venerable the (ieneral Assembly of the Presbyterian Church of Australia,
appointed to meet in Sydoey, Sept. 23, 1903.

This Petition of Henry George Nicholls sheweth :—

1. That your petitioner was duly orilained by the imposition of hands in Fogland,
March 27, 1877, at the Derham Congregational Chwrch,

2. That in one and the same Church, for the space of 14 years, he exercised his
ministry with manifest tokens of tlad’s hlessing.

3. That being engaged in hoth pedagogic and pastoral duties, he suffered a nervous
break-down ; obtainal six mopths’ leave of absence 5 avrived in Melbourne Xmas, 1891} ;
assumed the pastorate of one of the principal Churches of Adelaide, retaining the pas.
1orate aforesaid for more than 12 years, and which he now voluntarily velingushes.

4. That he begs to submit in support of this petilion—

(1) His vwn personal plea,
(2} Letters of commendation from Kngland.
{3} Local testimony as to characuer anid work.

{Documents attached herewith, wd album of letters.)

5. That in compliance with your regulations, he sulmits the following particulars : —

6. Born in Essex, England, June 13, 1831 ; attended the ministry of the Rewv., .J.
Cyndyllyn Jones at Offorrl Road, Barnsbury; was admitted into Church fellowship
under the same Pastor at Bedford Chapel, Camden Town ; became engaged in religious
worl, such as house-to-house visitation, cottage services, and the conduct of a singing
class for the young.

7. Becamie a student at Finsbury Commercial College for 12 months, mader Dr,
Cane, 1872 ; was admitted to Hackney College, passcd through its four years' curri-
culum, tuking the Homes’ Jubilee Prize in 1876,  The corviculum embraced : —Course of
studies completed by your petitioner at his afma nater, Hackney Gollege : Mal hematics—
Todhanter's Algebra; Buelid.  Langnages—(1} Havet’s French Grand 3 {2) Latin, 4
years ; (3) Greek, 4 years ; (4) Hebrew, 2 years.  Science—Lectures on teology, Zonlogy,
Physiology,  Phifosophy—Ethics: Sir William Hamilton's ** Metaphysies” (2 vols.) ;
“Will and Desire,” (. Lyon Tuener, M.A. 5 “Will,” Whedon ; *“ Mind and Body,”
Alex. Bain, Theology—Oral Lectures, Prl. Medl ; Aungus's B, Book. Paley. Butler ;
Tairbairn’s ** Hermenentics,” Westcott’s ¢ Introduction,” Shedd’s ** Homiletics ® and
“* History of Christian Doetrine,” Hagentach’s * German Rationalism,” Fisher's **Soper-
natural 6l'igin of Christianity,” McCosh's ** Positivism,” Mansel's * Limits of Religions
Thonght,” EKleeution Leswons antd Shovthand, extra muros.

Your petitioner would further intimate to this reverend Conrt that he hag con-
ducted a cluss in Moral Philosophy and examined in Apologeties for the 8.A. Congrega-
tivnal College Committee. The students whom he instructed now occupy pastorates,

8. That your petitioner is mmarvied, having four sons and one daughter, the youngest
being 19, The second son, a candidate for admission to Ormonde, is working under the
auspices of your Victorian Home Mission at South Ecklin,  The eldest son is a solicitor
practising in Adeluide.

9. That the considerations which induce yoav petitioner to approach you are, inter
aliz—(1) A dissatisfaction, long latent, with the Congregational polity, He has publicly
advocated a recognition of the st of the New Testament as a safer, saner,
smoother and sweeter polity than the so-called ' Congregational.”  He has found that
in practice this Lecomes oligavchieal, whilst the hegemony of the Pastor is surrendered,
or, if maintained, is maintained at great cost to Limself.  Hence your putitioner recom-
mended his son to offer bis services to the Presbhyterian Churelr vather tluun the Con-
gregational, (2) That your petitioner is already in doctrinal aseowl with this august
Assembly.  One of the fivst documents ever studied by him was the Westminster
Assembly’s Catechism, and next, in view of appearing before the Committee of Hackney
College, he carefully weut throngh Hodge's ** Outlines of Theolozy.”

10. That yovur petitioner will gladly furnish farther particulars or adilitional
evidence if desired so to do.
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11. That your petitioner, whilst not possessing the ample proportions conferred by
Nature upon some of his “‘ brethren after the Hesh, ' ig nevertheless sound in wind and
limb, as certiticd by three (3) physicians in England and Australia.

12, Finally, while solemniy pledging himself to serve 1the Chureh which you represent
as faithfully as he served the one he now leaves, at the same time he vespectfully but
earnestly begs your Venerable Assembly, in view of his 26 yvears' serviee, bis experience
and his eredentials, to graciously exercise an indulgent clemency with reference to the
term of his probationary service,

And vour petitioner will ever pray.

HENRY G. NICHOLLS.
Melbourne, Jnne, 1903.

(ﬁ.) PETITION OF TIIE REV. W. H. BRADLEY TO BE RECEIVED A8 A MINISTER OF TIE
PRESDYTERIAN CBURCH,

Unto the Venerable the General Assembly of the Preshyterian Church of Australia,

The Petition of the undersigned, being a Minister in full standing of the Congrega-
tional Union of New South Wales, respectinlly sheweth :—

That your Petitiomer was born in Sydney, N.S.W., in the year 1872 ; was cducated
at the Fort.street Model Public and the Syduey High Schools ; was for two years a
Clerk in the Bank of North Queensland, which positian be resigned in order to study
for the Entrance Examination to Camden College (the Theological Seminary of the Con-
gregational Union of N.8.W.); was received as a student in 1503, and completed suec-
cessfully in four years the course of study presenbed, embracing the English, Latin and
reek languages, and Literature, Mathematies, Meutal and Moral Philosophy and
Logic, Hebrew, tireek Testament Criticiam, Systematic Theology, Homiletics, the Evi-
dence of Christianity in Relation to Modern Biblical Research, Chorch History, and
the History of Doctrine ; was called to the work of the Ministry in 1897, and was
publicly ordained by the laying on of hunds. Dv. Fraser, M A., Principal of Camden
College, delivered the Charge : was for two years Minister of the Congregational Church
at Rockdale, when, owing to his health breaking dowr, tendered Lis resignation, which
was not accepted, the Chureh generously granting twelve months’ leave of absence on
full stipend.  When Le found he would not be able to resume work on the coast, lie
again tendered his resignation ;s acted as focum tenens at Coonabaralran, N.S.W., during
the greater part of the year the Pastor, the Rev. (i, C. McDonald, M. A., occupied the
Moderatar’s Clair in the State Assembly. He there had the opportunity of studying
Loth the doctrine and polity of the Presbyterian Clurch j the doctrine he held as a
Minister of the Congregational Clinrch, the polity he regards as Scriptural. He also
assisted for a time the Rev. (i, T. Main, M. A, of Dublo; was Pastor in cbarge of the
Congregational Chureh at Urange for cighteen months.

Your Petitioner sceks admission into the Presbyterian Church because, having been
adviged by his Medical Attendant 1o live permanently in the country, his past experi-
ence hay persnaded him that Preshyterianism, owing to its closer organisation, is moro
fitted to the needs of the conntry than Congregationalism, and offers the country
Minister superior facilities for work.

Your Petiticner’s health is now quite restored, and ho is able to take upon himself
the full responsibilities of Ministerial work.

Your Fetitioner therefore prays your Venerable Conrt to receive him into the Pres-
byterian Church of Australia as a Minister in full standing,

And your Letitioner, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

WILLIAM HENDERSON BRADLEY.
Wentworth Falls,
12th Augnst, 1903.

(T} FPETITTON OF THE REY. IIUGIL JONES TO BE RECEMVED A% 4 MINISTER OF THE
PHRESEYTERIAN CHURCII.

To the Right Reverend the Moderator and the Remanent Members of the General
Assembly of Lhe Preshyterian Chiveh of Australia.

The Petition of the uwndersigned, Hugh Jones, M. A, respectfully sheweth :—-

b, That the petitioner is a Congregutional Minister in full standing, baving, until
recently, been Minister for eight years of the Wharf-street Congregational Chureh,
Brisbane, and, prior to that pastorate, Minister for two years of the Congregational
Church at Oukleigh, Victoria,

2. That the petitioner was born at Willkamstown, Vietoria, in 1864, and is now
thirty-eight years of age.
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2. That the petitioner was a student and a graduate of the University of Mellbourne,
of which he holda the degrees of B A. and M. A.j that he was a student for over four
years of the Congregational College of Victorin, and thereafier, after spending some
months in Germany, he was for one session a student of Mansfield College, Oxford, where
he attended all Principal Fairhairn’s classes, together with seveial other classes as the
College, and also certain classes in the University.

4. That, on the completion of his course, the petitioner returned, according to
agreement, to his native State, Victoria, and was appointed to his first pastorate at
Oakleigh, as mentionzd above,

5. That the petitioner's experience has led him 10 see the uecessity for an organiserd
system of Church (fovernment combining, as ].’resbyt-erianism does, the freedom of
Congregational life and action with the unity of the Chyistian hrotherhood and its
collective voice ; and even as o student felt strungly drawn towards Presbytevianism.

6. That the petitioner’s life and work in Australia are well known to many of the
Miuoisters and Elders of the Presbyterian Cliurch, who cau testify as to his character.

7. That the petitioner prays the General Assembly to receive this petition, presented
thraugh the Presbytery of Melbourne North, within whose bounds petitioner's native
place i9; and to admit him into the Ministry of the Presbyterian Church of Australia :
and the petitioner pledges himself to loyally obey that Church’s authority, and to serve
Jier interests to the ntmost of his power.

And your petitioner, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

HUGH JONES.
8 Ferguson Street, Williamstown, Victoria, 29th June, 1803.

(8.) PETITION OF REV. K. H. CHAPFLE T BE RECEIVED AS A MINISTER OF THE
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH.

To the Venerable the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church of Australia,
appointed to mect in Sydney on September 23rd, 1903,

The Yetition of Fdward Henry Chapple humbly sheweth :—

1. That your Petitioner was for nine years an ordained Minister of the Wesleyan
Methodist Chureh and of the Methodist Churel of Australasia,

2. That in February, 1903, he severed his connection with the Methodist Church
with a view to making application te yonr Vencrable Assembly to be received into the
Ministry of the Presbyterian Church of Anstralia,

3. That your Petitioner begs to furnish, insupport of the Petition, the accompanying
documentary evidence, which he has divided into two groups.

(@) Those from Ministers and Laymen occupying oflicial positions in the Methodist
Chureh, with whom he has laboured in various circuits,

{%) Those from Ministers and Elders of the Presbyterian Church, to most of whot
lie is personally known, and most of whom have heard him preach. (See documents.)

4, That, in compliance with the Rules relating to the Reception of Ministers from
Other Denominations, he desires respectfully to submit the following particalars :-—

5. That he was born at Hamilton, in the State of Vietoria, on June 21st, 1866, and
became a member of the Wesleyan Methodist Chureh at the age of fourteen (14) years.

6. That he was received as a candidate for the Wesleyan Ministry by the Vieloria
and Tasmania Conference of 1888, aud studied as a Theological Student at Queen’s
College, Melhourne, for the three years {1888, °89, 90}, The Theologicul course consisting
of the following subjects, in which your Petitioner passed the nsnal examinations :—

{a) Systematic Theology (Banks’ Text Book), with Lectures from the Rev.
L. H. Sugden, M.A., B.8¢,, extending over two years.

(#) Greek Testament and Kxegesis. Portivns of St. Matthew and St. John s the
F.pistles to the Galatians und to the Colossians {Lightfoot’s Commentaries).
Lecturer : the Rev, E. H. Sugden.

{c) Biblical Criticism {Old and New Test). Lecturer : the Rev, E. H. Sugden.
{Two years’ course.)

(@) Chureh History. Tectures by the Rev..J. C. Symons,

7. That in addition to the above, the Students were reynired to preach before the
Thenlogical Tntors, the sermon being afterwards subjected to criticism in theclass. The
criticisins had regard to the matter of the sermon, method of treatment, style, voice,
pesture, ete.  Also discussions in homiletics generaily.

8. That during the year 1880, your Petitioner passed the Melbourne Matriculution
Examinations, and also the First Year of the Arts course.

9, That ho studied the following subjects for Matriculation, and passed in the first
six—English, Avithnietic. Geometry, Physics, Human Physiology, linglish and Roman
History, Algebra, Latin, Greek.

bt L F &




68

10. That he took wp the work of the First Year of the Arts course after the May
Matriculation Examination, and passed on the following subjects : -—Natural Philosophy,
Linglish Language and Literature, Logic, History.

11 That he was appointed to & circuit by the Conference of 1891, and served three
vears as a Probationer. (Your Petitioner was allowed a year off the usval tern of
probation on account of haviug been three years at the College.}

12. That he passed examinations during his probation in the following subjects
preseribed by the Conference. (Sece tabulated liat. )

13. That your Petitioner was ordained a Minister of the Wesleyan Methodint
Church in March, 1894, since which time he has been regnlarly employed in eirenit work,
with the exception of one year (1899}, during which he paid a visit to England and the
Continent.

14. That the first four years of his ministry were spent in Tasmania, and the
remaining portion in Victoria. Boort being his last cirenit.

1a. That hie is married, and has one child.

16. That the feeling which led your Petitioner to sever his connection with the
Methadist Churcli, and to make this application, is not of recent development, but is
the result of long and earnest thought.  For years his symipathies have been with 1he
principles and polity of the Preshyterian Chmeh, and his ideas and methuds have been
i accord with the genius of that system, .

17. That his main reason is the desive for a settled Charge on account of the greater
facilities it offers for consolidating Lis work, and for the element of continuity which it
contains. He greatly enjoys the pulpit work, and much prefers labouring ameng people
with whom he has become thoravghly acquainted.

I8. That, as to doctrine, he acknowledges the sovereignty of God on the one hand
and the free will of man on the other, but does not pretend to a complete reconciliation
of the two.  He finds hoth taught in the Scriptures, and has been in the halit of teaching
both. Yet it would appear o your Petitiouer that God is always heforehand with man,
and that it is most fitting to approach the study of theologival truth from the stand-
point of God's sovereignty,

19. That he has read the Standards of the Preshyterian Church, including the
Confussion of Faith, and the Declaratory Stutement, with all of which he is in accord.
Hc has also read the Rev. Johu Macpherson’s Hand-book on the Confession of Faith,

20. That, inasmuch as the Presbyterian systemasa whole has g commended itself
to his judgment, he feels that he would expertence no difienlty in working in harmony
therewith.  Should your Venerable Court aceord him a place in the ranks of its Ministry,
it will he his earnest cndeavour to loyally and fuithfully discharge the solemn respon-
sibilities of that sacred oftice as (rod may give hiny grace and strength.

21, That shonld any farther partieulars be needed in order to comply with the
req}uir‘ements of the Petitiun, your Petitioner will be very willing to furnish them as far
as he may be able.  In conclusion, e desires to afliom that the foreguing is a truthful
and conscientions statement concerning the matlers contained therein,

And your Petitioner will every pruy.

E. H. CHAPPLE,
Romsey, Mareh 17th, 1993.

{0.} PETITION OF THE REV, DAVID RROWN, MINISTER, AND 120 MEMRBEKS AND ADHEKEKRTS
OF TUE CONGREGATIONAL CHUKCH, DEVUNIOKT, TO BE KECEIVEL INTO THE
PRESRYTERIAN CHURCH.

To the Venerable the (ieneral Assembly of the Preshyterian Chureh of Australia,
convened to meet in St. Stephen’s Choreh, Sydney, on the 23rd day of September, 1903.

The Petition of the andersigned humibly sheweth (—

That. you petitioners are the Minister, Members and Adhereuts of the Congregational
Chuarch, Devonport, in the State of Tasmania : that we are desirous of being connected
with the Presbyterian Chureh of Australin ; that st a duely convened, and well-attenided,
meeting of the Congregation, held on the 5th July, 1903, it was unnanimously resolved,
in accordance with ** Avticles of Agreement” IX., Rule C. 7, to apply, and we
(Minister and Congregation} hereby do apply to be admitted into the Presbyterian
Church of Australta, and become a Mivister and Congregation of the Tasmanian State
Assenibly.

Your petitioners trust your Veneruble Court will give the premises your favourable
consideration, and grant their petition.

And your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.
DAVID BROWN, Minister,
And 120 Members and Adherents.
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{10) AFPLICATION FOR LEAVE TO ORPAIN MR, WILLIAM TULLOCH.

"rom the Presbytery of IHobait.

In St. Andvew's Presbytery, Hobart, on Friday, 4th September, 1903, at 11 o'clock.

At which time and place the Presbytery met, and was duly constituted.

On the motion of the Rev. J. 8. Buntine, seconded by Mr. James Robb, it was re-
solved, —That whereas the Presbyterian Church in Tasmania has experienced much
difficulty in effectively carcyingon its work in the Mining Fields of the West Coast ; and
wliereas o very suitable representative haz been found in the person of Mr. Willian
Tulluch, formerly Missionary in Victoria; and wheveas the members and adherents of
the Queenstown Preshyterian Church have wnanimously remested that Mr. Tulloch
should be ordained and inducted tuto the charge ; and whercas Mr Tulloch has success-
fully passed all the Home Mission examinations in Victoria, and has also done exeep-
sionally successinl work under the Church Ixtension Committee there for the past
thirteen years ; and whereas the Presbytery of Hobart is convinced that the course pro.
posed wauld be in the best interests of the T'reshytevian Church, it is respectfully
requested that the Venerable the GGeneral Aysembly take the ahove premises into favour-
able consideration, and authorisc the Preshytery of Hobart to license and ordain and
induct Mr. Tulloch, on his undertaking to remain five vears in the Queenstown charye.

Extracted from the Minuntes of the Preshytery of lHobart by

J. K. REID, Clerk,

{Il.) CETITION OF MR. J. T, DULLEY TO BE ADMITTED A THEOLOGICAL STUDENT OF
THE 2ND YEAR.

Unto the Reverend the General Assemlly of Australia.

The Petition of the undersigned, Joseph Thomas Dudley, respecifully sheweth :—

That he was unanimously admitted by the Preshytery of Rydney on the 10th March,
1903, to the statns of 2 Student preparing for the Ministry, and that he is desirous of
catering the Theuological Hall in 8t. Andrew’s next March.

That he is a B.A. of the Sydney University, and is employed as Tutor in Greek
Testament at the Newington Theological Institution.

That he has had experience as a lay preacher for a number of years, and has devoted
much time to Biblical and Theological studies.

That he will be 40 years of age on September 18th, 1903 ; is married ; and has four
young children.

That your petitioner accordingly prays your Reverend Court to allow him to eater
8t. Andrew's Theological Hall as a 2nd Year Stodent, provided he passes the 1st Year
Examination before entering the Theological Hall next March.

And your petitioner, as in duty bound, will ever pray.
' 4 1Py,
30 Sconller Street, Marrackville,
August 3st, 1903.

{12,) PETITION uF MR. H. A. K. O'SULLIVAN.

To the Venerable the (ieneral Assembly of Australia, now sitting in Sydney, New
South Wales.

Rev. Fathers,—I, Horatin E. A. (FSullivan, of Drouin, Victoria, do heveby pray
and petition that the session I have attended at Ormond College Thevlogical Hall be
counted as my ficst vear. The reason of my entering as a private student was: I way
taken suddenly ill at the Entrance Examination in February last, and was forced to
absent myself one day. The Senatns has consented to my taking the subjects T did not
d», next February. Trusting you will grant my request,

I remain, yours obediently,
H. O'SULLIVAN.

(13.) PETITION OF MK, WILLIAM KIDE FOR ADMISSION TO THE MINISTRY.

To the Venerable the General AssemUly of the Preshyterian Church of Australia.

The Petition of the undersigned, William Ride, Presbyterian Missionary of the
Wedderburn Charge, in the State of Victorfa, hnmbly sheweth -

That your petitioner is (44) forty-four years of age, a married mau, with wife and
(4) four children, ages vespectively 16, 15, 8 and 4.
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That your petitioner has nccapied the position of a Missivmary in your Church in
this State for nearly (15) fifteen years,

That you petitioner was the first Missionary placed in charge of the Gonram Mission
Station, where he succeeded in establishing (4) four Congregations, and after (4) four
years and (3) months of arduons labour was, consequent upon theumatic tronbles brought
on by so much riding and exposure, transferred to the Violet Town Mission Station,

That your petitioner spent (2) two years and (7) seven months at Violet Town.
During your petitioner's time the Manse was erected, and it can be rightly claimed that
in each depurtnient the work was successiul,

That your petitioner spent (3) five years and (9) months at Newstead Charge, and
enjoyed considerable prosperity.  During this period a petition was sent for ordlination
It,n the (ieneral Assembly of Vietoria, with recommendation from the Presbytery of Mary-
wrough,

That your petitioner has been (2) two years at Wedderburn, and God is graciously
Blessing his labours,

That your petitioner begs leave to present letters of recommendation,

Your petitioner wishes to state that the movement in connection with this matter
did not, commence at. his suggestion, and it is only afier much thought aud prayer that
he sends forth this petition, praying that your Vencrable Court will be graciously pleased
to raise him to the full status of the Ministry.

And your petitioner will ever pray.

WILLIAM RIDE.

(14.) PETITION OF MR. J. FRASER STAVELY FOR ADMISSION TO THE MINISTRY.

To the Venerable the General Assembly of the Preshyterian Church of Australia.

Fathers and Brethren,—I humbly, respectfully and urgently petition your Venerable
House to ordain me to the full status of the Ministry.

This my petition sheweth that Tam 41 years of age. I am a married man, with
four children.

I have been doing Home Mission work in the Presbyterian Churcl of Victoria for
seven (7) years aud eight (8) months—in Cobden, (iarvoe, Fitzroy, and Golden Square
Charges respectively.

I bave taken the Home Mission Course prescribed by the Victorian Church for
Missionaries.

I went to Fitzroy on account of 4 request sent from 2 Committee appointed by the
Melbonrne North Presbytery to artange re Fitzroy Charge. After five months’ work
at Fitzroy my health gave way serionsty—hemorrhage of the lungs, brought on by vver-
work, doing the work of a vity charge and at the same time prepaving for the Hall
T broke down in July, and could not do anything for three months, and then for a few
weeks ok only vne service a Sunday,

In December I passed the first part of the Entrance Examination, and shortly after
had to give np the study for the remainder, as T was not able to do the Chureh work
and study too. I would very much rather have given up the Church work for a while,
80 that 1 might have finished my studies, but this I could not qgord to de. It wasa
great disappointment to me to give up entering the Hall as I had worked up to it,
without allowing any Charge I was in, to sufler.

Taking all these premises into consideration, T pray that your Venerable House
may be pleased to grant this my petition, for the glory of GGod and the salvation of
human souls.

And your petitioner will ever pray.

Nigned this thirteenth day of April, rme thonsand nine hundred and three.

J. FRASER STAVELY.
Golden Syuare, 13/4/03.

IV.

REPORTS.

e

REPORT OF THE BOARD OF MISSIONS, 1903.

The Board of Missions submits to the Assembly its own Report and Statement of
Accounts duly audited with similar Reports and Statements from the several State
Churches. Thesc Reports cover a wide area of aggressive work for the extension of
Christ's kingdom, and call for devout and earnest thanksgiving to 8Jmighty God for the
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guidance of His 8pirit in the work, the maintenance of the people's intevest awd zeal for
Missious, and a considerable measure of success in evangelizing the heathen.  They are
also a call to increased prayer, Iiberality, and cfiort.

During the greater part of the year the Convener has been ahsent on holiday in
Europe. This has weakenel the effectiveness of the Bxecutive sittini; in Vietoria ; but
on the other hand the towr of the Missions” Agent throngh the States has been an added
hond of Union ameng the Churches. To the Agert the Rov. W. Gray, of South
Australia, has offered a valuable eollection of New Hebrides curios as the noclens of a
Missions Musewn: for the whole Chureir.  The Boards recommenids the acceptance of the
offee with thanks to the donor,

NURTH QUEENSLAND MISSION,

The arrival of the Rev. Arthur Richter and his wite at Mapoon bas at Jast enahled
M. and Mre. Hey to leave on their too long delayed furlough.  They ave at present in
Enrope.

';'he annual report from Mapoon, prepared by Mr. Richter, and that from Weipa,
by Mr. Lrown, the Missionary, are satisfactory records of aork and progress during the
year. (1.) The average number of natives settled at Mapuuu{ms heen 130 ; at Weipa,
80. Large numbers of natives visit both stations at irregular imes. (2.} The spiritual
fruits of the Mission ripen slowly.  Of thirty-seven in all haptised at Mapoon since i¢
was begun, twelve have died.  The twenty-five survivors continue steadfast, and are a
nneleus of growing infloence among the heathen, This year two men were baptised at
Mapoon and twi» women at Weipa., At both centres there are a good many catechumens,
candidates for baptisni, of whom the Missionavies are hopeful,  (3.° The elementary
school education of both children and adults is undertaken by the Missionartes, and
especially their Jady assistants.  The average attendance at the day schiool at Mapoon is
70, at Weipa 43.  Many of those can now read the New Testament, aud some of them
write a little. At Weipa new gromnd was broken by putting 23 into copy bovks some
months ago. (4.} Mr. Brown notes with pleasure that his medical work has taken some
hold, and that lie has heen alle to provide a dispensary and some other conveniences
which will help on this department. A virulent form of infuenza visited both stations.
It caused many deaths, and for & time hampered the wark.  The Missionaries note that
arownd them the death rate is very lhigh, and urge this as a reason why the Avcher River
Settlement shonld be hastened.  The Gospel cannot be bronght too soon to a dying race,
{3.) Much mannal labowr has been got through to good purpuse. A delighted visitor
from New (iuinea thought Mapoon quite a town with ils straight street of thirty-two
snug houses, facing a coming avenue of cocoanut palms.  Felling timber, fencing,
carpentering, farming, gardening, herding and milking cattle aud goals go on continu-
ously, with occasional boring uf wells and endeavours at ivrigation thrownin for variety.
The Lay Assistants help in this kind of training for the natives, hat the supervision and
anxiety of the various nudertakings remain at each station on the Missionary, whose
own hands are always full of every kind of work. ({6.) The Queenslund Goverment
continue their provision of rations for the natives and of help towards secular education,
The Mission Boat has dene good service in maintaining regular commuuication between
the stations and the civilised world. The Missionaries own with grateful thanks the
receipt by the boat of Christmas and other boxes from congregations, by which they
have heen greatly encouraged and assisted in their work.

LAST ASSEMBLY'8 DELIVERANCE,

t. The Archer River site for a station geanted by the Queensland Governent has
been visited hy the Missionaries from Mapoon and Weipa. Nothiuy further can he
done Ull Mr. Hey returns fron: his furlough, but in view of the early settlenent of Mr.
and Mrs. Richter thercafter at the new station, greatly increased liberality must be
shown towards the whole North Queensland Mission if its adeguate maintenance is to
be xecured.

2. Through the Missions Committee of New South Wales the Buard has leen
advised that an anticipated opening for new work in the German Solomon Islands is not
available, No inquivies have been made abunt other fields in which the General
Assembly might start a mission to eclebrate the Union of the Churches.  The present
financial burden seems more than equal te our resources,

3. The Overdraft authorised by the Assembly for the payment of Agents has been
obtained from the Colonial Bank, Melbourne,  On August 14th it stood at £314 3x. 8d.
As the rate of interest paid is 6 per cent. prompt payment shonld he made hy the
Churches to the Board's account.  Where this cannot be done the Chureh taking
accommodation from the overdraft should add the interest to its remittances.

4. The Board has no rccommendation at present to sulanit regavding the employnient
-of Lay Agents in the Mission fields, aml theiv gnalitications.  In the report of last year
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the employment of such agents in the New Hebrides was cited in favor of the scheme.
Since then the New Helrides Synad has passed a resolution apparently adverse to the
contitmance of such appointments. At the vequest of the State Assembly in Victoria
the DBoard set subjects of trial for licence to Mr. William Anderson, an assistant
Missionary at Lenakel, Tanna, whose exceptional fitness and sevvices have recommented
him to his Church as worthy of gpecial recognition,

MINSIONS AGENT.

The Rev. F. H. L. Yaton, B.1)., who was appointed Missions’ Agent of the Assembly
lagt September, has becn able to carry through the visitation of the States entrusted to
him with vigonr and snceess, He travelled in October aml November through New
South Wales, From December to February, including a short holiday, he wronght the
charges in Victoria.  Then he went to Tasmamia, making a break in the continuity of
his work there 10 attend the Mission Convention of University men in Melbourne at
Kaster, where his presence and adilresses greacly stimalated anssionary interest among
the students.  In May and June he was at work in Queensland.  Up to the 4th August
he was busy thereafter in Sunth Australia. e is now engaged in visiting all
Presbyterian charges throvghout Western Austealia, from wlich he hopes to veturn in
time for the General Assembly,  The Conveners of the various Churches Mr. Paton has
vigited have borne witness with great cordiality to the effective nature and heneficial
influence of his work. The Board has obtained reports from bim from time to time, and
hig summary for the year is given below, including suggestions to which the Board
directs attention,

MISSTONS AGENT'S REPORT.-—112-1903.
The Rev, I'. H. L. Faton, M. A., B. ., repurts as follows . —

*Acting under instructious from the Board of Missions, | visited 11N separate Charges
in New South Wales, Victoria, Fasmania, Queensland, and South Austraiia, The State
Conveners made all the necessary arrangements, and these were cordially carried out by
the Ministers concerned.  The reception accorded to me as Missions’ Agent was hearty
and kindly in the Churches, manses, and homes of the peaple.

¢ The meetings were well attended, and great interest was manifested in the Mis-
sionary work of onr Chwreh.  The financial response, as evidenced hy the collections,
was only faiv, Imt the main object of the lectures and addresses was to spread jinforma-
tion and arouse interest, with a view to permanent and regular giving on the part of the
people.  In four of the States visited the Women's Missionary Union is doing splendid
work, and in the fifth a Union wus started last year from which great things ave
expected.

“But while there is much deep interest and no little self denial in prayer and giving
to report, there ig alsa much ignorance and indifference 10 report and some opposition to
the Missionary aims of the Church.  This opposition was found to he based largely on
ignorance.

“In visiting the various States I wasdeeply impressed with the vastness of the prohlem
which faces the Church in Australia.  But [ was as deeply impressed with the vast re-
souvees at the command of the Churchi—far more than sufficient to cope with all the
needs of the work at home and abroad, if only the Church thrempghont ber membership
were fully alive to the responsibilities which Gl has laid npon her.

‘¢ It seemed to me that much mere might be done i arovsing and mamtaniog the
interest of the Sabbath scholars in the Foreign Missivnary work of onre Church. For
example, A Corresponding Secretary might be appointed in connection with each school,
with a central Correspinding Secrelary in the capital of each State.  The latter might
ubtain an ioteresting children’s Jetter once a month or o direct frem the field.  This
letter could then he duplicated and copies sent to each of the local secretaries to ke vead
in the Sabbath Schools. The children woull then understand better the object for
which their pennies were given, and interest weuld be aroused that wonld last through
life. Besides reading the monthly Missionary letter, the Superintendent might give
notes on Missions now and again, exposing the hollowness of ebjections and giving the
ehildren facts on which to feed their intevest.

“A Missionary hook might be given each year in every school for the best essay on
the Church’s Missions, and in this coupectivn great care shbould be expended in building
up a good Missionary Libiary in each school.  "This would enconrage the chitldren to give
Young Teople’s Mission Bamls for (he study of Missions. Once the intercst was
thoronghly arcused and cach child made to feel a persemal share and a personal re-
spongibility in the work, many different ways wonld discover themselves Ly which this
intervst would be directed into practical chaimels.

*“The children should also be enconragud to form the babit of regnlar and systematic
giving. This will not only result in future revenus, but alse in very large sums for
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present use. Too great importance cannot possibly be attached to this work of arousing
and maintsining the interest of the young in the Foreign Mission work of our Church.

“Attention should also be dirested to the Colleges aixl Theological Halla of our
Church, In each of these a series of lectures might be given on the nse and progress of
the great Missionary movement, [t is important that those whose future work will le
in the Church at home shonkd be thoroughiy well up in the history of Missions that they
way take an intelligent share in guiding this Movement.  Students, on the other hand,
might render the Church great service hy pleading the Missionary Canse thronghout the
congregations and Sabbath Schools during the long vacation,

“Turning to the Church as a1 whole, something more is required in the way of
dissemivating Missionary ideas and Missionary news throngh the Press.  The Church
paper has done something in this direction, and no praise is too high fov the work done
Iy the Miwionnny Record for the chillren. But if the Church as u whole is to be
aroused to a sense of its duty, much more will have to be done in the way of systematic
education. A great Missionary canipaign requires a great Missionary organ,  But while
something should certainly be done in this divection, the most effective way of arousing
and educating the Churel is through the pulpit. If the minister is on fire with the greal
Missionary Movement the congregation will soon catel some of the warmth and glow.
Nothing can so stimulate the faith and zeal of any Church ag to be kept in close touch
with the wonderful victories and progress of the Kingdom in all lands.  We are far from
Laving reached the ideal yet, as there nre many people in our Churches who are out of
touch, and in consequence out of sympathy, with the Church’s Mission work,

“Alongside of this need for a more systematic education of the Church on the
Missionary question, there is a corresponding need for more regunlar, definite and
intelligent prayer. If the supremie business of the Church is to extend the Kingdom of
Christ throughout the whole earth, then very special prayer must be made by the whole
Church to obtain power for so great a work. Special times should be observed hy
individuals—preferably the ¢ Morning Watch ”—for private prayer and intercessiou on
behalf of world-wide Missions.  Speeial and regular times should also be set_apart by
the Church as a whole for prayer on this subject. Ruch private and public prayer,
backed np by a surrendered life, wonld Wwing an enormous inflosw of power into the
Church thronghout her whaole membership for all her work both at home and alwoad.
In this work of prayer and intercession a prayer-cycle might be fonnd useful as a help.

** Another great need is that of systematic regular giving, based on a recognition of
Christian Stewardship.  To become general this principle nust be inculeated from the
pulpit. Itisthe only way of solving the great hnancial problem which is now the last dithi.
culty known to lie in the way of the world-wide proclamation of the Kingdom of Jesus
Chirist.  When one considers that a penny a week from each Presbyterian in the Com-
monwealth wonld result in the lurge sum of £19,400 in a year, one begins to realise the
possibilities that open out before the Church once this principle is generally accepted.
That our givings only reached ane fifteenth of a penny a week per head last year reveals
the crying need of imniediate reform in this direction,

““Such are some of the needs borne in upon me durving my visitation of the Churches.
It is for us Ministers to lead in prayer and self-denial, and the Church will follow,
Already there ure signs of a growing recognition of these responsibilities, and the out-

look is brightening with hope.”
SALARY OF THE AGENT,

The Board, in a minute dated 22nd September, 1902, having agreed to recommend
the appointiment cf an Agent, resolved that ¢ The salary of the Agent shall be £400 per
annum with travelling expenses,” and that *¢ the salary and travelling expenses of the
Agent be levied on the hasis of the membership of the several State Churches,” and
 that the financial result of meetings be passed o the Heathen Mission Fund of the
State in which the mectings are held.” The whole of this resolution was submitted to the
Assembly by the Convener, and no exception was taken to ils proposal ; but, by
an unfortunate oversight on the part of the Convener, only the first clause was included
in the Assembly's record. In spite of this omission of the machinery clauses for levying
the salary, five of the six State Churches bave loyally answered the requisition of the
Board, and have paid pro rata for the year as follows, towards the salary :—

Churches. Members, Amount,
Victoria 5 e 23,417 . £205
Queensland .. 5,053 44
South Anstralia ... 1,570 14
Tagmania ... 1,672 14
West Aunstralia ... 1,600 ]

The Chwrch of New Sonth Wales, having 13,071 members (thus making the total
membership of the Church 43,783), was rated £114 for the year. The General Assembly
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of New South Wales tonk another course, amil in May passed this resolution, ** In the
absenee of instruetions from the General Assembly regarding the method to be adopted
to provide funds for the payment of the salary of the General Assembly’s Foreign
Missivn Agent, the Assembly resolves that the collections evolved in connection with
Rev, Mr, Paton’s visit, less cxpenses, be forwarded to the Boarl of Missions in terms of
the finding of the General Assembly of Australia, Min. 104 (2) B.13. 1902.” "The Clerk of
Assembly and the Foreign Missions Convener recordsd their dissent from this finding.
In accordance with it the Treasurer of the New South Wales Church bas forwarded
L16 8s. 2d, to the Board instead of the £57 expected for the six months ending on
March 3lst. As rating by membership appears equitable, and collections are not
available from all of the Agent’s services, the Assembly is asked to give explicit
instructions which will prevent confusion and disappointment in the finances by
conserving the eftectiveness of the Board's recommendation.

Each State Chnrch pays travelling expenses within its own bounds. Travelling
herween the capitals to commence work has caused sone expense which has yet to he
adjusted on the same basis as the salary.

FINANCE.

On August 14th the books were closed and audited. The audit was made by M,
Moliison, Accountant of the Australian Peposit and Mortgage Bank. His services were
vendered without fee, and the Board requests the Assembly to thank him for them.
Detailed accounts, with his certificate, are appended.

From the summary of balances it appuars that the gross indebtness of the Assembly
in eonnection with the Board of Missions is £411 2s. 7d.  Against this two assets may
be taken into account, viz., (1) Deposit veceipt, £172 9s. 8d., anid {2} the amounts due
from the different Churches ou Augunst 14th for the Agent’s salary—New South Wales,
£83 tis. MKl ; Victoria, £76 17s. &1.; Sonth Australia, #£5 58, ; Tasmania, £3 52 ;
inall, £170 Hs. 4d. Taking these assets as good, the net indebtechiess of the Assembly
appears as £67 18s. 6d. on the date mentioned.

ALEX. STEWART, Acting-Convener,

POSTSCRIPT.

THE amounts contributed by the several Churches to Rev. N. Hey’s fuvlough are
as follows :—

New Sonth Wales ... £i0) 0 0
{uecnsland (per Rev. W. S, Maciueen)... % 0 0
Victoria X 47 19 11
South Aunstralia . 214 0




STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS AND DISBURSEMENTS

From I2th August, 1902, to 14th August, 1903,

GENERAL ACCOUNT.,

RECEIPTS.
Victoria
5 Ormond College Missionary Socicty—
Nalary of Rev. N. Hey's Assistant

Queensland P, W. M, U, ——galar\, Rev. E. Brown's

Asggistant ..
New South Wales
Western Australia ...
Intervest on Deferred Dr-\poszt Recelpb
Debit Balance, 14/8/03

£ s d. £ s d

£755 16 10
e r——

DISBUR%}‘JMENT

L 32314 0 Debit Balance, 12/8/02 o
Salaries, 12 months, to 30y 6/03"
6t O 0 Re\ E. Brown.. .
—_ 38314 0 -, N. Hey
s Al R1c]1ter 6 months, to 12f6f03
.60 0 0 ,» N. Hey’s Awsntnm !
A5 0N O » K. Brown’s Assistant
4 8 5
.. 6 0 4 Freight Charges, &c. (Refund Ration A/c) 3900-03
226 i¢ 1 1901-92

i3] 7 i1 (2]

Exchange on Draft, Cheques, &c.
Interest on Overdraft :
Receipt Books '

Colonial Bank- —cha,rge for l\eepmg account

100

AGENT'S SALARY AND

SPECIAL ACCOUNT

EXPENSES ACCOUNT,

Donations, &ec.

Proportion of Aaent’s Salary—
Queensland—12 mounths, to 30/9/03...
Western Australia
Victoria —& months, to 31,’3/03
South Australia ,, .

Tasmania
New South W, alt.s on a.ccount

Refund of T'ravelling Expenses—Victoria

£ 8 d £ a d
3516 0 Agents’ Salary, 10 months..
Magic Lantern
4 0 0 Slides
9 0 0 an,mg3 Handbllh &e,
10210 0 Travelling Expenses
70 0 Chomicals for Lantern
7 0 0
16 & 2
_— 185 18§ 2
5 4 &5
8, Wales ... § 011
—_— 17 14 4
. 184 4 10

Debit Balance, 14/8/03 *

£403 13 4

£ s d £ 5 d

122 13 8
.20 0 9
200 0
0 0
[V V)
30 0 0

——RERE S 5900 0] D
21 14 0
1 2 0

S - 30 N

613 8

211 0

012 6

010 0

£755 16 10

-]
(5,3

£ & )

33353

e )

615 |

1317 §

40 1619

i B

£403 13 4

WEIPA RATI

ON ACCOUNT.

Balanee in hand, 12/§:02 .
Government Grant
Debit Balance, 14/8/03

£ s d
23 1 7
200 0 O
29 (3] 8

£243 5 3

i ——

Rations, Rev. E. Brown ...
Exchanges on Drafts and bhcquu

£ 8 d
24310 2
2= =]

£243 5 3 |
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This will be a source of strength, as well as a guide to the Missionary. The want of
such a Committee has been felt for some time.

The Committee has muech pleasure in being able to report that the valuable
frechold property purchused some years ago by a Committee of the Preshytery of the
Hunter, tor the nse of our Mission In Newcastle, is now free from cdebt, anid lLag been
transferred to the General Trustees of the Church. This happy result is greatly due to
the Rev. Wm. 13ain, who, from the very commencement of the work in Newcastle has
been zealous in his efforts for the good of the Chinese in that district. The property
was purchased for £600, Several improvements have since been made upon it. The
district has been steadily improving, and the property increasing in value year by year.

THE WOMEN'S MIBSIONARY ASSOCIATION.

Missionaries.~At Sholinghur, India: Miss McLean, Miss McNiel, M P.S., and
Misy Symonds, B.A.

Those devoted ladies are doing a great service tu Christ, and to India, in which we
all rejoice, A condensed report of the work of the Association is given upon
another page.

Miss Forbes, the Organising Secretary, has visited during the year a number of
Congregations in the Preshytery of Wagga Wagga. Ten new Associations have been
formed, The importance of this work cannot be overestimated, as it ereates an
intelligent and prayerful interest in the cause of Missions, and affects the source of
revenue throughout the whole Church.

Ministering Women, the quarterly paper of the Association, ably edited by Mrs.
Kirkland, gives the latest intelligence of our Missions, and ouglit to be in the homes of
all our people.

THE MISSIONS AGENT.

At tiie meeting of the General Assembly of Australia, held in Melbourne last
September, the Rev. Frank H. L. Paton, B.A., B.D. was appuinted Missions Agent for
the Presbyterian Church of Auvstralia. He commenced his work in this State under the
suidance of your Committee, and continued with us during the months of October and
November, While here he conducted 18 Sabbath Services, in as many diflerent
Churches, addressed several Sabbath Schools, and spoke at about 20 weck evening
meetings in the Preshyteries of Sydney, Illawarra, and the Hawkesbury. Mr. Paton
was well received, and made a good impression wherever he went, and the Committee
hopes that the cause of Missions in our Chureh has heen greatly strengthened by his
visit to ws, The Board of Missions has fixed the amount to te contributed by this
Church towards his salary at £114 per annuwm, but the Committee desires the instruction
of the Assembly upon the subject.

FINANCIAL STATEMENT.

The position and prospects financially were very gloomy and disappointing during
the greater part of the year, und were a source of much anxiety to the Committee.
Just before the books were closed, however, a substantial increase eame to hand so that
the account for the year balanced with a deficit of about £92. While it is to ke
regretted that there should be any deficiency, it is a matter for much thankfulness that
the sum is not greater. The gratifying feature of it is that the revenue is steadily
increasing, and about 20 more Comgregatious have contributed to the Funds than did
last year. This is mainly due to the admirable work of the Women’s Missicnary
Association, and especially to the wntiring efforts of the Hon. Organising Secretary.
Miss Forbes, The large debit balance of £1300 which had been acenmulating for some
yvears, has now been discharged by the Centenary Thanksgiving Fund, and it is
<onfidently hoped that with the larger number of contributing Congregations the
revenue will hencefortl meet the necessary expenditure.

But, while the Committee is hopefn! for the future, it is certain that these hopes
can be realised only by all onr Congregations faithfully doing their part. Those who
have hitherto been contributing are expected to continue, and if at all possible to
increase their contributions, and those who have previonsly been remiss are urged to
begin at once to do their duty, Only thus can we expect the blessing of God to rest
upon any part of our work, and ouly thus can we take vur proper place among the
Churches of Christendom.

In the name of the Committee,
JAMES LAMONT, Convener.




NEW SOUTH WALES CHURCH

FOREIGN MISSIONS.

RECEIPTS. PAYMENTS.

£ ¢ o £ <.

General Missions— Debit Balance—January 1st, 1902 ... 120819 4

Church Collections 157 5 0 New Hebrides Missions 206 8 1t

Sabbath Schools Collections 245 15 4 Chinese Missions 498 1 0 X

Per Missionary Association 120 15 0 Aborigines Missions ... 600

Denations, ete. .- 26 2 4 Zenana Missions . 24 3

Per Centenan T]m:ksgl\ lllc' Fllll(l . 1301 19 1 Rev. Frank Paton’s Fxpenqt_s 8 91l

—— 187116 9 Sundry Missions 310 0

New Hebrides Mission 165 11 3 Sundry Expenses 158 4 4
Chinese Missions 153 8 7
Aborigines Missions ... = a8 10 0
Zenana Missions 276 19 0
Rev. Frank Paton's Services ... . 2418 1
Sundry Missions 310 ¢

£2674 13 8

e —




WEIPA BUILD

ING ACCOUNT.

Balanee in hand, 12/8/02 . £25 4 8 Balance in hand, 14/8/03 ... £235 4 6
MAPOON RATION ACCOUNT.

£ 8.1l £ a8 d.

Balance in hand, 12/8/02 .., 2, 6 LI Rations, Rev, N, Hey o0 e 199 13 0
(iovernment Girant . .. 20 0 0© Exchanges on Drafts and (/heqm\s 2 7 5
Transferred from General Aremmt hemg amount Ehs.l‘gﬂll Balance in hand, 14/8/03 , o 2t O 6

last year to this aceouut for Frelghts. cte, . 21 14 0O
£224 0 1] £224 0 11
REV. N. HEY’S FURLOUGH ACCOUNT.

£ s o sy ol

Balanee in hand, l";’S’OQ 120 3 9 Roev. N, Tley M 0 v
Contributions 130 10 2 Balauce in han(l 14!%,"03 50 18 11

£250 13 N

£250 13 11

BOAT MAINTENANCE ACCOUNT. -
£ 8.4 £ 8 d
Balance in hand, 1%11)2 . 36 16 4 Boatman’s Salary—-12 months, to ’4/‘;)‘0‘3 . 60 0 O
Freights rec siver] per . G, Ward " . 23 2 0 Taints, ete., for boat i . . 1515 6
(ueensiand Chureh - -ssGe 2
£7515 6 £75 15 6
_— .
SUMMARY OF BALANCES.
CREDITS, DrriTs,
£ asal £ s d
Rev. N. Hey's Furlongh Account 5013 11 (ieneral Account 226 14 1
Weipa Bm]dmh Account . 25 4 6 Agent’s Salary and Expt.n»es A\r‘cmm‘a 164 4 10
Mapoon Ration Account ... 21 0 6 Weipa Ration Account . g0 & 8
Colonial Bank—Overdraft 4 3 8
£411 2 7 £411 2 7
ABSETS, £ a8 d
Duposit in A. D). and M. Rank, due l'i,v’Q/lO in the name
of the Federnl Assembly’s 1.3, Committee ... 2. a5y

I certify that I have andited the accounts of the General Assem

A. L. PRYDE, Treasurer, 15/8/03.
bly’s Foreign Mission Fund from the 20th July, 1901, and that the abovo

statement of accounts, taken in conjunction with the siatement to 11th August, 1902, is in my opinion correct.

Melbourue, 21st August, 1903.

WM, L. MOLLISON, Hon. Auditor,

-
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APPENDIX.
NEW SOUTH WALES.

REPORT OF THE FOREIGN MISSIONS COMMITTEE, 12,

In looking over the work of the Committee for the past year there is much canse
for thankfulness to God. The health of cur Missionaries has been good, the snccess
grauted them has been encouraging, the financial outlook is more cheering than for some
time past, while the difficulties that have arisen are such as we trust soon to be able
to overcoie.

THE NEW ITERRIDLS,
Mixstonaries.—On the Island of Malo: Mr. D. L. Paterson and Mrs. Paterson.

There has heen much blessing upon the work heve, and owr Missionaries have been
greatly encouraged.  Among other accessions to (he worshipping party is an old chief,
who has broken caste, aml come to live in the Mlission settlement. This is the first
instance of an old chief on Malo giving up lis former life and accepting the Gospel,
though several youny chiefs have done so, such as Autas aud his brother, and some other
youths of high rank,

It is believerd that old Moli Batu's break with heathenism will have a great effect
upon many. Meathenism is evidently crumbling to pieces on Malo, and the glorious
light of the Gospel is dispelling the darkuess. The suecess of our Missionaries so sonn
after their settlement shows not anly their own earnestness and zeal for the Master, but
also the faithful work of their pruflecussnrs, the Rev. J. I and Mrs, Landels. Much
precions seed has been sown on Malo, and now the sowers und the reapers alike rejoice,

Owing to the extra duties devolving upon him in commencing his work, and the
time required for the study of the langnage, Mr Taterson has not yet been able to
prepare himself for furiber examination 1 the subjects prescribed last year.

The Maritime Service,—The Committee sympathises with Messvs, Burns, Philp and
Company in the loss sustained by the wreck of their new steamer MWuambare in
August last.  The steamship Fambo has taken the place of the Mambare, and
with the 7%ns, which takes the alternate month, there is now a regulir wmonthly
service to the Islands.  The company deserve the very lighest credit for the etficient
manner in which they carry on the service. It is hoperd that with the increased number
of settlers now making their homes on the lslands the trade will develop more and
more, and the comfort and convenience of the Missionaries will be still better secured.

AMONG THE CHINESE.

Migsionaries,—In Sydney : Rev, Johm Young Wai, and Mr. Mark tiee Hing,
Student.  In Newcastle : Mr. James F. Kem Yee.

Some changes were made in the work at the eml of the year.  Mr. Marck (ice Hing,
who had successfully completed his course of study under the Rev. J. Young Wai was
sent to Neweastle, to take the place of Mr. J. F. Kem Yee, who has gone to China for
six months on furlongh. Mr. Kem Yee had been granted leave of absence hy the
Committee more than two years ago, but the Boxer Insurrection made it undesirable
for him to visit China at thatl time. Lelters received from him jnform us that he has
arrived safely in Hong Kong.

Syney.-—The Rev, J, Young Wai and Mr, Mark Gee Hing have been zealously at
work among their connteymen during the year.  The services at Foster-street and at
Walerloo coutinue Lo be encouraging.  The Rev. J. Young Wai, with tlie assistance of
Chinese Christians, will in future maintain the regular services at Foster-street and
Waterloo without the aid of an Evangelist. The Night School at Foster-street Las
enjoyed a year of exceptional prosperity, the numbers receiving instraction being
considerably larger than formerly. The hest thanks of the Church are due to those
teachers who give their valuable time to this good, but most unsentimental work.

Miss Thomson continues her much appreciated visits among the Chinese women.
Mrs, Wai gives her valuable services as interpreter.  The monthly Prayer Mectings are
well attended, and so are the mecetings for sewing. Miss Kidd, and Miss Anderson
assist in this good work.

Newcastle.—The reports to hand show that the work among the Chinese in
Newcastle and district has been vigorously carried on by Mr. Kem Yee during the past
year. At the suggestion of your Committee the Presbytery of the Huuter has appuinted
a Committee consisting of some of its members who are residents in Newcastle and
suburbs, with the Rev, Wm, Bain as convener, to supervise the work of the Mission,
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VICTORTA,

REPORT 01' FOREIGN MISSIONS COMMITTEE.

NEW HERRIDES BRANCH,

The year has heen specially marked by new beginnings.  Former work has, on the
whale, held its own, horne good froit awd made some progress. But interest and
expectation, not withont some anxiety, gather round the rew mien and movements.
The new scheme of British Colonization—more frequent steamship service and postal
facilities—has been strengthened and developed by the aid of a substantial Government
anbisidy and the advent of not a few Australians as settlers and traders in the Islands.
What may be the nltimate issue to our Mission and its people we must wait to
see.  Meanwhile it has enlarged the demand for native labour, enhanced the cost of
such labour, and given our native teachers a claim to increased salaries, The establish-
ment of the British Resideney is now an aceomplished fact, and the fairness and firmness,
and encrgy and suavity of His Majesty's representative, Captain Rason, give reason
for thunktolness and hope. The great desideratum—a joint Commission to settle the
validity or otberwise of all professed titles to land, and to ensure justice to settlers and
natives alike—is still wanting and ought to he sought and obtained with all earnestness.

The John (. Paton Comniittee and our own Church has each sent forth two new
labourers inta this field. Unfortunately, Dr. Nicholson only takes the place of the
esteemed agent for the Board of Foreign Missions, Rev. T. H. L. I'aton, M. A., B.D., and
the Rev, Chas. B, Yates replaces Dr. Sandilands, who hag been constrained to retire
from a splendid and successful work on account of his wife’s ill-health. Dr. McCaus-
land has been placed as locnon tenens in the hospital on Ambrim, subject to the payment
of his salary by the New Zealand Ciwwrch, that the hospital might remuin of service
t) the Mission during Dr. Bowie’s absence on furlough.  Ouly the Rev. George Fleming
breaks new ground at Port Vato, Ambrim. Another new and important movement is
the prohibition by the Freuch authorities of the sale of strong dvink or firearms te the
nalivea.

Dr. J. G, Paton has twice during the year visited the Islands. He has revised the
dictionary and translations of the Scriptures for the Aniwans, given impulse and
enthusiasin to the cause by his apostolie fervour, and stills retains a wonderful measure
of energy and enterprise, "Che press has been busy with the new books of other Mis-
sionaries also, who labour to let every man not only hear but read God’s Word in his
own tongue.
~ Tho Synod has accepted the resignation of the Dayspring Boawrl, and appointed a
Committee to make new arvangements for the Maritime Service.  That this new depar-
ture may secure economy, harmony and etticient management, is the fervent hope of all
concerned.

The British Resident has asked the aid of all the Missionaries in finding out, wiih
A view to overcome, the causes of the present rapid deerease in the native population,
This laudable cffort deserves the prayerful and earnest co-opervation of all, thongh some
of the well-known caunses will require a new creation to etfect their destruction,

ANDREW HARDIE.

CHINESE.

The work among the Chinese during the past year has been most enconraging,
Since last report there have been 17 baptisms—11 at Ballarat, 5 ¢t Becchworth, 1 at
Tulbot.  The attendance at the Sabbath services has been well maintained, and the
classes held during the weck have in some places increased.

There is a greater interest shown, too, by the local Presbyterian Churches in the
work that is betng carried on in their midst. At Beechworth the Mission honse has
lizen renovated at a cost of £34, and of this sum £34 were contributed by the Chinese.

Improvements have also been effected at Little Bendigo, and others are contem-
ated in confection with the Mission property at Golden Point. The property at
Brunswick has been eleared of debt and formally handed over to the Assembly.

The year has seen some changes in the personnel of the stall.  James Quong Chong,
of Beechwortl, has retnened to China, whence reports have been received conveying
news of his having been appointed to & charge in his native village by the American
Preshyterian Mission. Paul Chan Marn, last year's student, has gone to Beechworth,
and is doing good work there.  Arrangemeunls are being made for starting work in
Rutherglen, Waligunysh and Wangaratta, where there is a considerable Chinese
population,
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The Rev. James Chue, who lias for the last 25 years been in the service of the
Chureh, sent in his restgnation at the beginning of the year, as he, too, wished to return
1o China, the regignation to take effect at the end of Neptember, In consideration of
his long and valnable services, the Committee decided to grant him a year’s salary.

B The school for Chinese children in Melbourne is still under the charge of Miss Pye,
who with her lady volunteer assistants, is doiug a splendid work,

ABURIGINES.

The Rev. I, A. Hagenauer continues the supervision of the Mission at Ramalhyuck,
and during the year has regularly forwarded reports which have been of a most inter-
esting character. The day school is carried on by Mrs. Stephens, who herself was
trained at the Mission, and gives cvery evidence of being well yunalified for the work.
"The services, both Sabbath and week-day, have been well attended, and the spiritual
rvesults have been very gratifying. A most interesting case of conversion was that of
an old woman who had lived at the station for several years, and who had seemed
impervious to the (iospel. At the age of eighty-five (85) she became a Christian, and hore
beautifnl testimony to the love of lLer Savioar until her death.

The Rev. J. Heyer attends to the spivitual wants of the blacks at Coranderrk,

KOREA,

Mission work in the ** Hermit Jand ” has progressed very much during the past year
From the various branches of our Mission (he most enconraging reports have bheen
1zceived,  Inelnding the wives of the Missionaries, we have ten agents in the field,
besides native assistants, teachers, colparleurs, and bible-women, A large number of
haptisms has heen recorded.  Many journeys into the interior have been taken, and the
Word has been preached far and wide. New preaching places have heen opened up, A
new home has been built for the female agents of the Women's Missionary Union.
The medical department has proved a great boon to both Earopean aud Korean.
Very excellent reports have been forwarded by Dr. Currell, Our staff has been
instructed to co-operate with the other Missions in the field in the formation of a United
Native Cliurch.  Much has already been done towards the accomplishing of this object.
Altogether the prospects are good, But we could do with a large increase of our funds.




VICTORIAN

CHURCH.

THE FOREIGN MISSION FUNDS FOR THE LAST FINANCIAL YEAR,

Amount Contributed for the New Hebrides, Chinese, and

Ahorigines Funds
A, (. Russell Fund
Native Teachers’ Fund

Dayspring Maintenance Funrd

Korean Mission Fund ..

Deficiency

RECEIPTS.

£5365 6 1

EXPENDITURE.
New Hebrides Fund .. .. (BBER6. 1 A
Chinese Fund " 781 711
Aborigines Fund - 270 19 ¢

A. (4, Russell Fund ... 2
Native Teachers’ Funil ]
Dayspring Maintenance Fund . .

Kovean Mission Fund ..

Expenases

3427
327
2675
890
348
104

#5365

—
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QUEENSLAND.
REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON HEATHEN MISSIONS,

In reporting upon the work of the past year, your Committee have to state that
while notling of singular importance has vaken place, the work bothk in cur Mission to
the Kanakas at Mackay and in the General Assembly’s Mission to the Aborigines at
Mapnon and Weipa has been carried on steadily, and the reports which the Missionaries
have forwarded to the Committee from time to time have been full of interest and
encouragement. Your Comniittee are also pleased to be able to state that they have
tinished the year with a credit balance on all the accounts,

The work at Mackay is naturally of special intervst to us, not only because it is our
own Mission through which for many years we have brought the influence of the Gospel
to hear upon many of the South Sea Islanders who have come to live in our country for
a time, but also because, us o result of Jederal legislation, we are confronted alrcady
with the begioning of its end. Mr. Walker, our Missionary at Miclere, has resigned his
position because of the searcity of ¢ boys ™ in his district, and the Committee have been
forced regretfully to accept his resignation and ¢lose the work in that particular part of
the ficld. The work at Walkerston, carried on under the fostering care of Rev. J. McL.
Mclntyre, while it is still actively and successfully pursued, must shortly come to an
end, and with it will close an interesting side of our Church life and history ‘T'he
balance-sheet shows the condition of the Kanaka Mission Fund, which as already
stated, is satisfactory.

Ag i3 usual and as is ftting, your Committee acknowledge with gratitude the
services rendered by the Rev, James Gibson, M.A., and the consultative Committee at
Mackay, and desive to thank E. M. Long, Esq., of {{abana, and F. .J. Stevens, Esq., of
Colton Vale, for kind interest and helpfulness in the work,

The work among the Aborigines at Mapoon, under the Rev. N. Hey, and at
Weipa, under the Rev, E. Brown, which is under the supervision of your Committee
acting as the Executive of the (yeneral Assembly’s Board of Missions, has been earnestly
pursued during the year; and at both stations there are evidences that the Gospel
message, as proclaimed and lived by the Mission staff, is having its own influence upou
the people among whom they labour.

During the sitting of last Assembly the Rev. J, B. Russell was absent visiting hoth
stations, and his report upon the various aspects of the work is one which is not only of
deep interest, but will be of great service to the Committee in guiding the affairs of the
Mission.

The Rev. N. Hey is at present on furlough, and his place at Mapoon is beiug filled
by the Rev, Mr, Richter, who has come to us from the Moravian Board, and who, it is
hoped, will be appointed to a new station on the Archer River on the return of Mr. Hey
to Mapoon. The Committee earnestly hope that Mr. Hey and his family may come bac
from Kurope thoronghly refreshed and ready for another term of service.

The work at Weipn, under Mr. Brown, makes steady progress, aud in his letters he
writes of one and unother giving him ground for hope that ** upon them hath the light
shined.”

The Preshyterian Women's Missionary Union continues its helpful work, and the
report of its operations is upon the table of the Assebly.

Again your Commitlee have to thank the Hon. J. (. I. ¥oxton for his hearty
co-operation, and to the Hon John Douglas and Dr. Roth they would express their
gratitude for services most heartily given.

At last meeting of (General Assembly, leld in Melbourne, the Board of Missions
brought forward a recommendation that the Church should have a (General Agent in
connection with its Meathen Mission Work, for the purpose of awakening and
stimulating and directing interest in the work throughout the various States. The
Assembly heartily agreed to the proposal, and the Rev. Frank H. L. Paton, B.D., was
appointed to the position. The appointment of Mr. Paton, who has been so closely
connected with our Missions, both personally and relatively, cannot fail to result in
much benefit to the work.

W. SWEYN MACQUEEN, Convener.
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CHURCH OF QUEENSLAND.

ABORIGINAL MISSION FUND—GENERAL ACCOUNT.
RECEIITS. DISBURSEMEXNTS,
s. d. £ s d. £ s d
By Balance brought forward from last year ... 27 17 2 Ta Donations received for support of girl, to 16th December,
Brisbane—Aun-st., forsupport of girlatMapoon 2 10 0 1902, tvansferred to Mapoon Orplianage Account,
I‘ortn;m]e Valley ,, . ' 3 00 Thursday Island 13 10 ©
St. Paul's - - N 210 0 (Glovernment (irant for Ra.tmns Mapoon and % elpa——
Wickham Terrace ,, ' - 3 00 remitied to Victoria b A L. 400 0 0
e 11 ¢ 0 Proportion of Printing Bluc Book . 312 0
Ipswich ... te3 O Salary, Rev. B, Brown’s Assistant tu 30lh June, 190)—
Mackay, fov «mppmtof bul at \lapuon 210 0 remitted to Victovia ... : 60 0 ©
Murphy's Creck (Helidon) .. 0 4 0 Balance - 3219 8
Maytield Sunnday School, [& (hlll)lll'bll 1 00 |
P.W.M. Union 3 3 0
o s Salary Rev. E. Brown's
Assistant to 30¢h June, 1903 ... 60 0 O
Rockhampton, St. Andrew’s G 4 6
Toowoomba, for support of girl at Ma,poou 3 00
Government Grant, for Ratlum, W Llpa and
Mapoon . 400 10 0
R £510 1 8
T ——
KANAKA MI{SSION FUND.
RECEIPTS. . 1 DISBURSEMENTS.
& d. .
By Contributions fron Congregations, 8. Schools, &e. 9 7 4 To Advertising . LO El}.l d(‘i
* Boys,” Walkerston 24 5 & Allowance, Rev, J. W alLer' for Horse Feed 5 0 0
= North Side, Mac ku‘) i1 0 Convener's Kxpenses .. :3 00
Gympie Women's Guild 1) (U] Proportion of Pr mting Blue Book .. 5 8 0
Habana Plantation, Mesars. Long ‘& Robertson . 2 0 0 +» Bank Lxehange, &c. 1 0 0
Homebush Plantation, Sugar Refining Co. 20 0 ¢ Sa.larn.s, bxclmnge, &e, 350 16 B
Mirs Moodie, Mentone, Victoria ... 015 0 Balance... 1 "o 1 2
Presbyterian 3. 8, Union 2 0 9 =
P. W, M Uaion, Brisbanc . KIUEE ]
Government tirant, Balance of \luuew Mad.a» 13 2
Proportion of Allogation from Church Reveuue Seheme 37 10 Y
£375 17 5 £375 17 5

[
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SOUTH AUSTRALIA,
REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN MISSIONS,

NORTH QUEENSLAXND.

Your Committee has no direct information to give this year as to the work in this
important sphere. The Queensland Executive, however, deputed the Rev. James B.
Russel to make a full and searching investigation of the whole work at Mapoon and
Weipa, and his report is most favourable.

NEW HEBRIDES.

Our Missionary, Mr. Maemillan, is hard at work at White Sands, Weasisi, and
Lenankel, on Tanna. In hig letters he tells of a catechumen’s class attended by the
patives, including three chiefs who are men of cowsiderable influence. The recently
appointed French Resident hag forbidden French traders to supply arms, ammunition,
dynamite, and intoxicating liquors to the natives. This prohibition, alung with the
firmuess of the British Resident in the same direction, should remove some of the obstacles
in the way of Christian work. The 500 hymn books printed and sent to Mr, Macmillan
by your Committee last year have been eagerly taken up; and what is peculiarly
gratifying is that they have heen paid for by the natives themselves. A goud deal of
nrannal labour has failen to Mr. Maemillan of late, and as there is so much to do in other
ways, your Committee has sanctioned the employment for & few months of an artisan asan
asststant in the person of Mr. Carvuthers, whose help for a nominal sum has been greatly
appreciated, Your Committee is also pleased to report that Mrs. Macmillan's health,
which for a time was rather poor, is practically restored. Mr. and Mrs. Macmillan are
looking forward to their furlough, which is due about the end of the year—a very
necessary episode in a Missionary's life, if his work is to be properly done.  Altogether
the work is steadily progressing, although the discouragements are many.

The enterprise of Christian Mission work in heathen lands is not to be narrowly
serntinised from the point of view of commercial profit and loss. It calls for generous
dealing and large-heartedness on the part of Christian people, and the work on Tanna
ia nn exception. In this connection your Committee desires to place on record a sense
of the loss sustained by the death of Mrs. Lyall. Her enthusiasm in the cause 1s too
well kuown to be dwelt on in this report. She was truly a woman of mighty faith, aud
cownted not her life dear to herself if by any means she migbt extend and deepen the
interest in Foreign Mission Work.

In the matter of the appointment of the Rev. ¥F. H. L. Paton as Missionary
Agent for the United Chuwch of Australia, the Mission Board of the United
Church has intimated to your Committee that the proportion of his salary of £400 to be
paid by the Church in South Australia amonnts ta £14.  Your Committee is pleased to
report that Mr. Paton intends to visit the congregations in South Australia in the
month of July. Ha will devote six weeks to the work, giving addresses and c¢xhibiting
limelight views of Island scencs. Your Committee would bespeak for Mr. Paton an
enthusiastic welconie on the neeasion of his visit.

In conclusion, your Committee has to report that, as the result of a deputation from
the P.AV. M. Uniou. it was unanimously agreed to recommend to the Assembly that the
relation of the P.W, M. (J. to the Assembly be clearly defined.

By authority of the Committec,
GEORGE DAVIDSON p.o JAMES LYALL, Counvener.

™




SOUTH AUSTRALIA.

Batance Sheet for year ending 31st March, 1903.

March 31st, 1902
To Balance General Fund..
New Mission Hnuse, Tunna.
Boat Fund, Weasisi
Hospital at Anibrim

RQueensland Al)ongmal Mission
Zenana Mission,. )

March 31st, 19r3
To Contributions from (,nngregatwns to Gcneral
Fund
Donations received .
Proceers of Hymn Books sold
Burroughs, Welcome and Co.

Contrilutions fo Special Funds.
To Queensland Aboriginal Mission
Zenana Mission -

i

a0
S~ o |
- =
SowD
Moo D S

L)
1510 0
3 0on

22 4 9
616 5

Eeas, kit
98 111
2112, 7
3 240
208 9 1
236 1 ¢
29 1 2

£381 19 6

March 31st, 1903.

By Rev. I'. Macmillan to 1st June, 1903
Medicines sent Rev, T. Macmillan .. N
Amount sent Rey. T. Macmillan for Native

labour ...
Mr. Carruthers AsqlstancctuRu Macmillan
Remittance to Ir, Cosh for Dayspring Bd.
Sundry Expensea—Advertising, Printing,
Carriage, etc, ...
Remittance toN. Z. in aid of Ambrim Hubpl tal
Proportion of Prmtmg Blue Book, 1902
Assessment A/c. General Asaembly Expenses

Remmittance to Melbourne Aje. Queensland
Aboriginal Mission
Assessment Ajec., (eneral Assembly }:,xpenses

Balance General Fund...

Balances to Specicd Pund&.
By Queensland Aboriginal Mission
Zenana Mission

£4 5. %
200 0 0

[
ot
(—
K-l T2

o Ut
Srape
=

2018 5
919 3

£0 50 d
W2 6 6
22 18 11
45 16 5
3017 8§
£381 19 6
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TASMANTA.

NEW HEBRIDES REPORT.

Your Committee have much pleasure in presenting thcir report to the General
Assembly. Therc are visible tokens of a gradnal rise in Missionary interest throughout
the whole Church, as seen by accompanying Balance Sheet. Some of our Churches have
more than doubled their contributions to the Mission Fund, and others with a very
anbstantial inercase. One reason of this increase is no doubt accounted for by the
visitation of the Churches by the Uonvener aud then by the Rev. R. M. Fraser, our
Missionary, who was lately home on furlough, and last but not the least, the Agent,
Rev. F. H. L. Paton. B.D.

We were all very pleased with the result of our Agent’s visitation to aur Churches,
In the very short time allowed by the Board for Lim to remain here, hie crowided a
remarkable amount of work in the short time, 8o that we are able to report that he
visited all the Churches and Mission charges, save those on the West Coast. If he could
give Tasmania two months every alternate year, your Committee here would be
satisfied,

At our last meeting of the State Assembly it was decided, in order to further
develop the interest in Mission work, that u Women’s Missionary Union be started,
with branches in all the Churches. We expeet through this Union to bring together
into conjoint organisation the many admirable agencies in women’s work which are
already existent in some of our Churches, as well as individual workers connected with
Congregations_who share in various forms of Chnrch work, and on the other band, to
overtake many types of Christian work, besides Foreign Mission work, for which women
are specially suited, and which are not systematically undertaken by the Church at
present. The Committee snggested that the Union should have an annual mecting of
the members and all ladies in sympathy with the work, with a conference on and com-
parison of methods and operations, which would be full of suggestiveness, and inevitably
enlarge the scope of operations in many directions. What can he done would he learned
from what is being done.

We are hopeful our Ministers and Missionary and Elders will take up this work
more heartily. As our Missionary has only recenily returned to the Islands, he has
nothing yeu to report.

ALEX. HARDIE, Convener.




CHURCH OF TASMANIA.

Abstract of Receipts and Disbursements for last Financial Year,

RECEIPTS, ot sod | DISBURSEMENTS. £ s d
Balance brought forward ... 2311 0 Salaries and Expenses 2. . 237 7 3
58 25NN Balanee in hand 3 811

Contributions, &c. .

£276 16 2

£276 16 2

NATIVE TEAGCHERS' FUND.

£ s q Y e
Balance brought, forward ... 1710 0 Teachers’ Salaries and Fxpenses .48 0 3
Contributions . 31 2 7 Balanee in hand 012 4
c4s 12 7 4812 7
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CHURCH IN WESTERN AUSTRALLA.
REPORT OF FOREIGN MISSIONS COMMITTEE, 1902-3.

At its meeting in January, 1902, our Assembly appuinted a Foreign Missions
Committee, but without delining its functivns. Juring the comrse of 1902 we
endeavoured to stimulate an intecest in Foreign Missions by monthly articles in the
Lreshyterian.  In Dzeember, 1992, we made our fiest attempt at raising funds by means
of retiring collections in the variows Churches, Only half owr Churches responded, and
less than £20 was contributed. Of this sum we sent forward £17 13s. 8, requesting
that it shoulldl be divided equally between the New Hebrides, the Corean and the North
Queensland Missions.

At the last meeting of our Assembly, in Apuil, 1903, the Foreign Mission scheme
was put upon a more satisfactory hasis, Collectiona were appointed to be taken on a
fixed date iu the Churches and Sabbath Schools, and the scheme commended to the
generous support of the Church  Ministers were also requested to exchange pulpits and
to preach missionary sermons at least once a year. As a result of the collections made
in May of thiz year, over £25 was contributed, besides a sum of £29 from St. Andrew’s
Missionary Association, Perth. Of this amount we lLave sent forward £49.  We wish
£9 to go towards the payment of Rev. Frank Paton’s salary, amd £40 towards the
suppurt of the various Missious, as indicated to the Greneral Treasurer (Mr. A. L. Pryde).
We are lovking forwmd with interest to the visit of the Foreign Missions’ Agent, and
Lave made preparations for what we hope will prove to be a successful tour of our
Churches.  We tenst the visit of Mr, Paton will be nuch blessed and owned of God.
As a result of hig labours we hope to be able to send a further st towards the support
of the good work in some needy Mission field.

When it is borne in mind that the Church in this State is a Missionary Church and
is itself receiving support from the outside, it cannot but be o subject of thankfulness to
God that we have been able to send forward, within the year, a sum of over £66. We
trust the amount contributed to Fareign Missions will be largely increased as time goes
on, and that onr Church will realise that it is indeed *‘move blessed to give than 1o
receive,”

In the name of the Committee,

JOHN J. GTLMORE, B.A., Convener.

ApsTRacT OF RECEIFTS AKD IMSBURSEMENTS FOR 1LAST Fixaxaiarn YEAR.

Kecripts, | Dighursements.
Contributions.. .. .o L£19 7 2 | Missions .. £19 7 2

IL.
REPORT 0OF COLLEGE COMMITTEE, 1903

Tmmediately after last General Assembly in Melbourne, a mecting of the College
Cemmittec was held, and as the Convener, Dr. Meiklejolm, expected scon to leave
Anstralia on a visit to Scotland, the Rev. Alexander Yule, Convener of the Theological
Hall Committee and Examination Board of the Victorian Church, was appointed to act
as Iinterim Convener during Dr. Meiklejohn’s absence.  Before going away Dr. Meiklejohn
sent a letter asking attention to sowe things requiring to be considered. (1.} An
imaccuracy whioh had erept into one of the published statements of the Entrance
Examination Syllabus for 1904, (2 ) The desirableness of woiformity in the intermediate
examinations of the two Halls between entrance and exit. (5.) The necessity of
preparing a Time Table cr Kalendar for the two exawinations of Entrance and Exit,
which are under the charge of the College Committee.

On the 17th March a meeting of all the members of the College Committee residing
in Victoria was convened, and five members were present, The correction of the
Entrance Syllabus for 1904, as published in the Blue Rook of 1962, was agreed to. The
proposal of drawing up a Time Table for the Entrance and KExit Examinations of 1904
was approved and Dr. M, Macdenald was appointed to prepare a draft of such a plan
for conducting the Exit Examination, and the fuferim Convener to preparc a similar
plan for the Kntrance. 1t was agreed to correspond with memhers of the College
Committee in New South Wales through the Theological Facuity of St. Andrew’s
College, mentioning the matters that had heen discussed and asking their opinion.
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At a subserjuent meeting in Melbourne on June 16th a letter from Dr. MacInnes, of
Sydney, was read, stating that the beforementioned matters had heen submitted to the
Theological Faculty, that they approved of the correction of the Syllabus and of the
proposal to have a Time Table sanctioned for conducting the Lntrance and Exit
Examinations, that they thought all the uniformity desirable in the intermediate
examinations would be secured by the Exit Examiuations. They drew attention to the
circumstance that it would be needful that the Professors and Lecturers shonld came to
an agreement as to the books to be used in teaching and examined upon at the Exit.
The Committee found that efforts in this direction were being made, which they hope
will 8o0n result in an arrangement so that a Syllabus may be prepared and issved by the
Assembly and the necessary books proeured by the stndents.

A Conterence was also held hy the Vistorian section of the Uollege Committee with
the Theological Hall Committee of the Victorian Church, and the Conference were of
opinion that the matter of intermediate cxaminations should be left entirely in the
hands of the local anthorities. They recommended also that part of the money arising
from royalties on the Hymnary should he allocated to the purpose of helping students
i their preliminary studics for the University.

The subjoined draft of Time Tables was snbserquently considered and revised, and is
now submittarl,

The present Report is only a Progress one. The full Committee will meet on
Wednesday, 23rd September, at 2.30 in the Church Offices, Sydney, to consider and
issue a final Report.

ALEXANDER YULE, Iunterim Cunvener.

SUpPPLEMENTARY IREPORT.

A a meeting of the full Caommittee, held at Sydney on 23rd Sept., a
general approval was given to the Progress Report printed in the White
Buok, The Kalendar for Entrance and Exit Examinations, 1904, was
amended and ordered to be printed in the Blue Book as follows :—-

EXTRANCE AND EXIT EXAMINATIONS FOR 1904.

KALENDAR AND ORDER OF WORK.

Nore :—Tweo Examiners for each subject, not in the same State. The Examiners to
draw up the Paper alternately—e.¢., Examiner A in 1904, and Examiner B
in 1905,

ExTRANCE,
The Examination is fixed by last General Assembly to begin on 2nd Tuesday of
February (9th February), 184,
1403.

Sret. 24,-—The places of examination distant from Sydney and Melbourne te be fixed
at the timo of the General Assembly, and all applications for such distant
examinatons to be in by that time. Special cases to be left to the Con-
vener 1o arrange.

1903.

Bre, 31.—Convener to remind Examiners to prepare Papers. Namies of all Candidates,
with necessary papers and certificates, to be in hands of Convener before
this date.  1In the case of Students who must pass a University deferred
examination in March, a Speial Eutrance Exwnivation shall he set,
after the results of the deferred examinations have been declared.

1604,

Jax. 5, —Examiner setbing Paper to forward draft to Colleague, to he returned within
a week, and forwarded by the Examiner setting it in time for meeting of
Board to pass,

20.—Meeting of Board of Examination to pags Papers and appoint members to
superintend examinations.

FER. 9)
10 { Examination held,  Hach day’s papers to be sent as ready to Examiners, an
1l to be reported not later than 25th February.
12

25.—Baard or Committee of Board, meetl to ascertain results and announce wh
have passed.
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1904. Exir.
JuLy 25, ~~Convener to remind Examiners to prepare papers.
ArG, 10.—Examiner setting Paper sends dratt to his Colleague.
22. —Examiner setting Paper sends draft to Professors and Lecturers—
 for consultation.”
29. —Meeting of Examination lioard to pass Papers submitted and appoint
members to conduct examination,

Sert. 5
] l Examination held. Answers despatched by each day’s mail to Examiner A
7 {say in Vietoria), who examines and despatches them tu Lxaminer B
8 ' (say in New South Wales) ot later than 14th September.
)
27.—Reports of both Examiners to be in the hands of Convener of Board by this

date.
28.—~General Assembly meets.
2. —Board to meet : Ascertain results and draw up Report,
30 —Report to the GGeneral Assemblv,

The question raised by the Overture from the Theological Faculty of
St. Andrew’s College, Sydney, as to making a two years’ course in each
subject sufficient for all the students, was discussed, and the following resolu-
tion was adopted with respeet to the coming year, viz. :—* That the students
be required to sit for the Exit Examinations in Hebrew, Church History,
and Apologetics at the completion of their respective courses in these subjects
in each Hall, and on all other subjects at the close of the third year.”

A syllabus of subjects for the Exit Examination of 1904 was arranged
as follows 1 —

1. Theclogy :—

Subject : Application of Redemption. Text Books: Dr. J. 8, Candlish’s ** Chris-
tian Salvation,” pp. 54 to 204; Dr. J. 8. Candlish's “ Work of the Holy
Spirit” ; Dr. Ore's ** Christian View of God and the World,” Appendix
to Lecture V. aud Lecture IX, Books recommended for reading : John
Owen’s Doctrine of the Holy Spirit ; Charles’ Eschatology (Jowett Lecturce).

II. Church History :—

Subjecta : (4} History of the Scottish Chureh and kindred Churches, from John
Knox to the preeent <lay. (B). History of Religion in England since the
Reformation, especially—{a) The Puritan Struggle : (b)) The Methadist Re-
vival; (¢) The Oxford Movement. Text Books: Zeno’s Compendium, pp.
287-334 ; Ogilvie’s “ Presbyterian Churches” ; Walker’s ** Scottish Church
History ” ; Hamilton’s ** Lrish Presbyterian Churel” ; Drysdale’s ¢ English
Presbyterians.” Books recommended for reading: MacPherson’s History of the
Church in Scotland ; Cunsingbam’s Churcl History of Scotland ; Mitchell's
Westminster Assembly ; Killen’s Keelesinstical History of lreland, IL ;
Overton’s The Clinrch of England, II. ; Stoughton’s Church of the Georgian
Era ; Lecky’s History of England in the Eighteenth Century, Chapter VIII. 5
Southey’s Life of Wesley ; Telford’s Popular History of Methodlsm.

III. New Testament, (ireek, and Exegesis :—

Text : Philippians and Ephesians (Westcott and Hort’s Text). Exegesis: Philip-
pians, Lighttfoot. Introductiou: Bacon’s Introduction te New Testament,
“* The Panlive Epistles,” pp. 53-126.

IV, Hebrew and Old Testament Exegesis :—

Hebrew~—TIsaiah, Chapters L. to X11, inclusive. Text Book for Exegesis, Skinner.
2 Samuel I to VIL inclusive, Text Book for Exegesis, Kirkpatrick,

First hulf of Robertson’s Early Religion of Isracl. Intraduction to Isaiah L in
Skinner and to 2 Samuel in Kickpatrick. Davidson’s Syntax, First Division,
and all referencen in the Syntax to texts set,

V. Christian Philosophy and Apologetics :—

{1) Theism—Text Book, Flint's Theism, [Fxcepting part of Lecture IX., viz.,
pp- 276, at foot (** 1 pass from it,” &e. ), toend of Lecture IX, i and excepting
also the Appendices, pp, 322 to end of book.]

{2) Revelation and Its Recards-—Bruce’s The Chief End of Revelation, Chapter II.,
viz., *“The Chief Design of Revelation” ; and Chapter IV., viz, *The
Function of Miracle in Revelation.”
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SyYpnaBrs FoE ENTRANCE ExaMivaTiox, 1905,

The Euntrance Fxamination common to the Theologicul Halls in Melbourne and
Sydney will be held on Tuesday, February 7th, 1903, and will be on the following
Sylabug :—

¥or (GRADUATES.
Scripture History—{ienesis, Exodus, the Acts of the Apostles.

The Shorter Catechism—{S8almond’s Handbook).
Hebrew—Davidson’s Grammar, Sections 1.2) (matter in small print excepted).
Exercises 12-20.

CaxpipaTes WHO ARE Nor GRADUATES

Will be examined in the above, and also in the following subjects :—

Greek— Anabasis, Book I, (Bell's Classics) ; the Gospel of Luke I, to TX,

Latin—Virgil, Kueid, Bovk VL (Bell's Classics), Cwsar, De Bello, Gallico, Book
I. (Bell's Classics).

Moral Philosopliy—Ethical Principles, by James Seth.

Meuatal Philosophy —Seottish Philosophy, by Andrew Seth.

Histoq}r{—vtf‘rreen‘s Short History, Ch. 1. to VIII. Student’s Gibbon, Chapters I. ta

Englisli —Meiklejohn's English Language and Literature, Parts I. and TTI.  Shake-
speare, ‘' Julius Ciesar™ (Clarendon Press), and Essay.

THEOLOGICAT. HaLL, ORmorD CoLLEGE, MELEOURNE.—REPORT OF Senarrs, 1903

The Session of 1803, the thirty-eighth in vur history, was opened and closed a week
earlier than formerly, to admit of the Kxit results being reported to the General
Assembly of Australia. The day of upening was dth March, and the Session closed on
218t August, There were short vacations (of one week cach) in May and in July, The
inaugural address was given by Professor Rentoul, his subject being: ** The Latest
Swing of Criticism as to Christ and the New Testament ” ; at the closing meeting an
address, eutitled ¢ The Master’s Call,” was given by the Right Rev. the Moderator
(Rev. A. Hardie).

Twenty-five Students were curolled, being the largest number in the bistory of the
Hall. Of these, threc were private Students of our own Church, while three gentlemen
of other denominations attended lectures by permission of the Senatus, Of the regular
Students, seven were of the first year, five of the second year, and seven of the third.

The health of the Students has been good, and the Professors have pleasure in testify-
ing to the excellence of their conduct, which hagzpecn in every way worthy of men
preparing for the Christian Ministry. The average attendance las been satisfactory,
and the preparation of prescribed class-work las indicated regular and careful study.

A Course of Lectures on ** Practical Training for the Ministry,” divided between the
Professors, was given this year, in addition to the usual courses. Professor Macdenald
dealt with ““The Devotional Service,” Professor Rentoul with * The Sermmon,” and
Professor Campbell Smith with ¢ Pastoral Work.”

The Elocution Class has been carvied on by Rev. Thos. Tait, M.A,, B.T). {George
Wilson Leetuver on Elocution), wha reports : ** Year after year, I bave been able to
report almost perfect attendance at the class of elocution ; and Y am happy to say that
the Session just closed is no exception, The condnet of the Students has been most
exemglary, and their practical interest in the work of the class has heen real and sns-
tained. By means of lectures, tests, exercises, ete., the fundamental principles of public
speaking have been carefully set forth and applied.  As far as time permitted, attention
was given to the special needs of the individual. Satisfactory results have already
appeared ; and siill more will ensue when more time is given to practice.”
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As to the Library, the Librarian {Professor Macdonald) veports that 217 volumes
have been added to the library during the year ; of these, 28 were purchased ; 176 were
presented by friends in Scotland whom Principal Harper, of 5t. Andrew’s College,
Sydney, had intcrested in the libvary ; eight by Mr. M. L. Hutchinson ; three by the
Librarian ; and one by Mrs. Joln MeNeil, Of the books gifted through Professor
Harper 98 are in German, among them tlie most recent Commentarics on Old and New
Testament bonks. The Senatus tender their best thanks to Dr, Harper and his friends,
and to the other donors. The horrowings from the Library have been large as compared
with those of last yyar—3006 books were lent to 22 Students, an average of 14.

The Theological Christian Union, which includes all the Students attending the
Hall, has met weekly throughout the Session.  One half of the meetings have been
devotional, while at the alternate meetings missionary problems have been discussed.
The Report of the Union states that interest in mission-work, both at home and abroad,
lias heen greatly stimulated through the Student Missionary Conference, held in Ormond
College early in the Session. During the Session, members of the Union have given
regular religions instrnction in a neighbouring State-school, The Ormond College
Missionary Society undertakes the support of an Industrial Assistant Teacher among
the Aborigines at Mapoon, North Queensland, and of a Native Teacher on Tanna, New
Hebrides. This involves the Society in an oullay of £66, which is raised chiefly by
appeals to Congregations made by Students when taking services in such pulpits as may
be open to them.

Professor Campbell Smith will be President of Senatus for the year 1904, und
Professor Rentoul, Secretary.

The Session for 1904 will be opened on Wednesday, 2nd March, when the Inaugural
Lecture will be given by Professor Macdonald,

A. CAMPBELL SMITH, Secretary.

REeroxt oF TiE TIHEOLOGICAL FACULTY, ST. ANDREw'S ConLEGE, 1903.

The opening lecture of the Session was delivered by the Peesident on Mareh 17, 1903
&t o meeting which was presided over by the Moderator (Right Rev. John Walker), and
attended by many ministers and other friends of the Hall. The class lectures began on
the following day in the several departments : under V'rofessor Harper in the Exegetical
Theology of the Old Testament and Hebrew ; under Professor Kinross in Apologetics
an! Christian Fthies ; under Dre. MacInnes in the Exegetical Theology of the New Testa-
ment ; under Dr. Clouston in Historieal Theology ; under Dr. Macky in Systematic and
Biblieal Theology. Me. John (iarland, M.A., LL. B, M.L.A., the Procurator of the
Chureh, delivered leetures on Evelesinstical Law and Procedure ; and the Steel Lecturer
for the ycar, the Rev David 8mith, M.A., of Albury, gave a short conrse on 1"astoral
Theology. In addition, at the invitation of the Facuity, the Kev. J. Anderson Gardiner.
B.A., of Manly, gave valuable iustruction to the students in Sacred Rhetoric and Polpit
Oratory. The number of students enrolled was nine, Tn the third year, Mr. James
B. Rentoul. In the second year, Mr. F. W. Gresham, Mr. E. 8. Henderson, Mr. W. H.
McCook, B.A.. Mr. J. H. M. Nolan, M. A., and Mr. P. A. Smith. In the first year,
Mr. P. Hope, B.A., Mr. George Logan, B, A., and Mr, J. N. McGee.

After careful deliberation, the Faculty decided that it was inexpedient that the
students should be required 1 atlend every year the lectures in all the subjects embraced
in the eurriculum.  ft would be for their advantage to coneentrate their attention on a
smaller number of subjects, and accordingly it was arranged that the students of the
first vear should attend lectures in Old Testament Kxegesis, Systematic Theology,
Church History, and Christian Ethics ; for the second year, in (1d Testament Exegesis,
New Testament Exegesis, Church Iistory and Apologetics ; and for the third year in
New Testatent Exegesis, Systematic Theology, and Apologetics. The Faculty believes
that this arrangement will couduce to the etficiency of the Hall.

The library has been enriched hy the purchase and gifts of a number of the latest
theological books in every department. This has heen made possible by the generosity
of a number of friends, some of whom bhave promised annnal contributions to a
fund for that purpose ; and from the amount obtained from the proceeds of a vourse of
lectures, delivered by Professor Harper, on ‘“ Praphecy,” amounting toabout £20, which
Ijvai-al divided between the Theological Hall library and the library of St. Andrew’s

ollege.
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As in former years, the attendance and diligence of the students have been satis-
factory, except in the case of one student. All, however, bave heen commended to the
Board of Examiners,

It was gratifying to note that four out of the five stndents, who ftinished their
course last session, were settied in charges within a few months, and that the fifth, Rev,
. N. Merrington, M.A., has heen awarded a travelling scholarship by the University of
Sydney, and has gone to proscente his studies for two years furtber in Scotland and
America.

T. ¥. CLOUSTON, D.D., President.
G, MacINNEs, Secretary,

1L
REPORT OF HOME MISSION COMMITTEE.

Your Committee reports :—

{1) That the synopses of operations in the Home Mission ficld, present and pro-
jected, furnished by the State Committees are highly encouraging, and give evidence of
a brave and hopeful spirit.

{2) That the need of agents, with ministerial sualifications, suitable for pioneering
work in eettlements and pastoral and wining areas remote from the larger centres of
population, cannot be over-emphasised.

{3) That the training of lay agents with a view to ministerial statns is an urgent
claim npon the Cauvse which your Committee serves and which the whole Chuarch of Aus-
tralia has at heart. In order to realize how common the needs are and how divergent
the methods proposed for meetiog the same, it will suffice to compare the Home Mission
Training Schemes of Victoria with the Lay Pastor Ordinanee of Western Australia, 1t
falls to this Assembly to provide a plan of training which in its broad features will be
adaptable to the several States,

{4) That Queensland, South Australian and Western Australian State Assemblies
earnestly call for Commissioners from the General Assembly to visit their respective
States in the interests of Church extension in the territories away back. This appeal
has the warm sympathy of your Committee,

(5) Synopses.

(R) NEW SOUTH W ALES.

In view of the distress caused by the prolonged drought, the woik of the Home
Mission has, by God's blessing, made satisfactory progress.

The contributions to the Fund reccived from the appointed collections and the
Women’s Missionary Association amounted to £342 14s. 8d., showing an
increase on the income of the previvus year of £33 10s. .

During the year seven Ministers have been received from Great Britain and Ireland,
a result largely due to the diligence of Mr. W. Wood, our Financial Secretary,
in coneert with our Agents of the Home Churches, on his visit to the old lands.
Five of onr Students have been licensed and ordained, and two Ministers from
other State Churches have been received.  All these have been at the service
of the Committee,

Of the Distriets under the Committee's care, four have been erected into sanctioned
Charges by the Preshyteries within whose houndaries they lay, while several
new Ilistricts have heen accupied and supplicd with rveligicus services,

A donation of £500 has heen promised by a liberal member of the Church for the
purpeseof defraying the passages of snitable Ministers from the Home Countries,
the half of which hus been paid and transmitted for that purpose to the
Church’'s Home Agents.

In response to an appeal from onr Church in Western Australia to aid her in meeting
the demands for service caused by the rapid influx of population, the passage of
a Minister to that State has, according to the instructions of the preceding
Assembly, been paid ont of the Churel’s ordinary passage fund.

From the Logan Bequest Fund for aiding to initiate new Parishes in Country
Bistricts, 20 Charges were assisted on a scale fixed hy the Assembly.

In the course of the year visits were made to the Districts under the Committece’s
care by the Commissioner of Assembly and by the Convener, as any emergency
or the work of organisation rendered necessary.
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The work of our Home Mission Committee may thusg be summed up :-—

84 Mission Agents—a few of these ave Ministers.

300 Preaching Places.

15,000 people attending these services.

Home Mission Agents : Ordained, 190; Students, 11 : Missionaries, 39,

FINANCE. —Amount required to meet estimated expenditure, £2,400. This is
specially large owing to the drought. We may have to overdraw this year.

Fresh ground was broken in ditferent parts of tho State during the year,

There 18 one thing we wish specially to bring before you. We have in Vietoria a four
rears’ Mission training course which leads up to the Kotrance kixam. at the

all. At the consummation of the Union this, we suppose, is considered to be

sholished as an entrance to the Hall. But we think that this should be
continned until the General Assembly legislate expressly about the matter. A
number of onr Mission Ageuts are in a state of sunspense, and we are very
anxious to give them some detinite information which they have a right to get.
If the Assembly is not prepared to formulate a scheme at once, we hope it will
allow our seheme until this is done.

The Home Mission Committee of the Preshyterian Church of Victoria having taken
into consideration their canrse of traimng for Home Missionaries in relation to
entrance to the Theological Hall, beg to recomuiend as follows to the (ieneral
Assembly of Auvstralis :—** That Home Missionaries who entered upon their
training course subsequeut to the Union in 1901 shall be entitled, after
completing a four years' training course aml passing an examination at its
close, to enter the Theological H;lefnn cundition that they pass {1) the Matricu-
lation Examination in Meiboutne or Sydney (including Greek and Latin), and
(2) the Entrance Examination for the Theological Hall, it being understood
that the Victorian Missivmaries who commenced theiv course prior to July,
1991, be entitled to cater the Victorian Theological Hall upon the old rules
of the Victorian General Assembly.”

The need of some prelimivary training for candidates for Home Mission work has
long been felt. A sub-committee, with the Rev. P. J. Murdoch, M.A.,
Convener, submitted the follow ing scheme :—

I. That six meonths’ training be required before appointment io Missionary
work.

2. That applicauts for training he members of the Presbyterian Chureh, and
bring the recommendation of their Minister and of the H. M. Committee.

3. That the six mouths” wraining be provided in connection with the
Deaconesses Institute.

4. That, in order to meet the expenses of the caudidates during their train-
inyg, the Committee lind Ministers willing to employ them as Church
workers dacing the six months, these Ministers either to pay them £1
per woek ot find them board and lodging.

5. That the candidates who pass thirongh this training to the satisfaction
of the H.M. Committee be guaranived immediate employment at the
rate of £1J0 per annun.

The Rev. J. Jackson's scheme of Missionary training is aiso forwarded :—* Instead
of six months’ preliminary training, which is too short for the purpose, 1
woull give twelve, or two sessions, say, of five months each. Tie two main
objeets of the course should be, as in the Muwdy Bible Institute, to give the
Students a good working knowledge of the Bible, and to teach aml train
them to do personal work, while something might be necessary in the way
of instruetion in English composition. T would propose to follow up this
work {with its examinations) by setting a course of home study extending
over three years, inclading an cxamination at the close of each year. The
course to be as follows :—1Ist year, Bible mud Christian Ethies ; 2nd year, Bible
and Christian Evidences; 3rd year, Bible and Church History, particularly
the Reformation period. The Missionary who completes the course to be
ordained as an Elder of the Church, and to be empowered where necessary to
celebrate marriages, to <lispense the sacraments, and to have the privilege of
going up for the Entrance Examination to the 'I'!heologica.l Hall,”

{¢.) QUEENSLASND,

In the Preshytery of Brisbane, five Home Mission fields are occupied at present—in
'l‘owoum{)a. Preshytery, two ; in Maryborough Preshytery, three ; in Townsville
Preshytery (embracing the whole northern province of the State), two ; while
in the Rockhampton Presbytery only one place is under vnr care.
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Roughly speaking, there are nnder the cave of the Committee 20 Church buildings
mnd 51 preaching stations,  About Y50 funiles are represented at services con-
ducted by Home Mission Agents. There are 420 communicants in H. M.
Charges.  Last year their income reached £2,000, of which over vne-half was
gLven for stipend purpeses and the balance for building and other special
ubjects.

You will notice that our work touches very little of the interior of the State. With
the exception of Clermont {nominally oecupied at presenty, Charleville, West-
breok, and Gowrie, all our work lies witlin a hwilred miles of the coast. We
have been turning our eyes specially to the central districts—ie., to the
portion of the State I_yin%r west of Rockhampton, where there is a ficld magnifi-
cent in its magnitude, We are at present considering a proposal to work that
territory from Emerald as a centre. By its railway conveniences it wonld be
a splendid headguarters for working north, south, east. and west. Our idea
is to locate a number of men there, and let them work, on the the com-
munity principle, as far ont as they can reach.

Here we might refer to the desirability of beginning work in the St. George district
{between Roma and New Scuth Wales border), also in the Notth Coast: dis-
trict between Brisbane and Gympie, and at Thursday Island, where there
appears to be a very good opening at present. These do not, fo course,
exhanst the necessitons districts 5 they only represent the more claimant ones,
Were it known that the Committee was m a position to undertake extensive
work, applications would pour in wpen us from all parts of the State ; but,
alag ! we ave not in snch & position,

We may take this opportunity to remark oun the benefit whieh would accroe to onr
work if we had a suitable man to visit our fields to stimulate, advise, and
help in organisation.  The prospect of pessessing snch & man savours to inuch
of Inxury for us, in our present condition, to cantemplate, but feel it more
every year that some such agent as this is absolutely necessary. What visita-
tion we can do owrselves ig profitable, but it is very little we can do.

This report would be very delective if it did not take special notice, not only of the
visit of Mr. Andrew Stewart to Queensland, bot also of the efforts he has put
forth in Scotland on behalf of this work, hy stivring up interest in i, and by
procaring suitable men as Missionaries.  All those men added during the
year to the ranks of your Committee's workers have come through Mr.
Stewart’s ageney, Hitherto these ageuts have been sent out free of all ex-
pense.

() SOUTIE AUSTRALLA,

A cause for congratulation is the arrival amongst us of a Minister commissioned to
the Church in this State by the United Free Chureh of Scotland. On the other
hand, one Minister has left the State, and another has demitted hie charge
through stress of age.

Thuere are six vacant Charges : among these Port Augusta, the most independent
of all our Congregatiuns, receiving as it does the least financial aid from the
Home Mission l'nnd, and the one which amid many discouragements is
holding its own, reducing its debt, and showing conelusively that the long-
continued and most praiseworthy efforts of an Klder are not only appreciated,
but producing results which ave the admiration of all who are interested in
the Congregation there and at Winnowie. Another forward movement, under
the supervision of the Adelaide Presbytery, substantially helped by the General
Assenibly, is the cstablishment of a Mission charge at Hawthorn, which takes
in parts of the suburbs Malvern and Mitcham. Scrvices have been Leld with
encouraging results for upwards of a year, and at a 7o re natae meeting of the
Agsembly, the Committee was authorised to expend £3500 by way of loan, in
the purchase of a site and the erection of a milding. The Committee sincerely
trusts that thisand the Murray Bridge charge are but the earnestof a persistent
forward movement in this State in the great Mome Mission cause, which must
be a prominent feature of the lately Federated Churel, if it is to hold its own,
or make the progress it should throughout the Commonwealth,

Smyith of Dunesk Mission :— By the good hand of Goad upou us, prospects are now
cheerier, and the work committed to our care is going on with many proofs of
success, The Rev. J. Dently Reid has now been ten months in the field. The
recortd of his travels is unique. Despite drought and 21l other handicaps, he
has covered a surprising amount of country, He has thoroughly identified
himself with the people and the work, and finds hearty welcome wherever he
goes.
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Daring the year eight of the stations {aheep) usually visited have been temporarily
closed.  This is owing to the absence of rain and the conseyuent feedless con-
ditiom of the rans.  The managers of these stations are travelling theic flocks
wherever a putch of feed is to be found. Such a state of things makes
it hard for all congerned, and reduces the residents to be visited within the
Blission arca. .

Mr. Reid is a ntan who does not stop to bewail the misery abounding, but bestirs
himseli’ and carries in his right hand the Cospel of hope. He has in this way
brought fresh courage to many a desponding heart.

Mr, Reid’s journal is full of intevest, as showing his travels, his bush experier}t:e-’_ﬁ
his opportunities for doing service to his fellows, and some of the strange inci-
dents that have come before him.  Space forbids a veference to these. So far
as medieal assistance in concerned, the Missionary is kept as busy as ever,
and his efforts are as greatly blessed and appreciated as ever.  The last
supply of medicines way kindly sent by Chalmers Churels.

The following is the tally of work and travel daring the 10 months :—Distance by
rail, 1905 miles ; horse or trap, 3056 wmiles; total, 4962 miles. Baptisms,
15 ; marriage, 1.

(€.} TASMANIA.

This Clurch has 11 llome Mission centres with a growp of stations round each.
The grievous lack of ordained Ministerinl agents is deplored.  Luy ministra-
tions bulk largely in the Home Mission Work. Says the Convener : —** We could
do excellent wark over Lere, but have no funds.  Bore funds would secure not
better, but better trained men, and the work would greatly gain.”

There are some cheerful notes in & not too inspiring report. It is true in Tasmania,
ag ¢lsewhere. that men of vigorous faith and comwon sense find their labours
to be not in vain in the Lord,

(.} WESTERN AUSTRALIA,

Since the Assembly in April, Rev. D. B. Smith, M. A., Ministev of East Fremautle,
has been luesed from his charge and bas taken up work in the Geraldton and
Murchisen District as Superintendent of Home Missions in that sphere, Ho
is to be inducted to Geraldton next week. This in accordance with the H. M.
Scheme.

Then we arc now in communication with H. Buntine, student at Ormond College,
re taking up work on the South Western Railway Line. e may do this
{qr ﬁlve months, wliea we hope to have someune else ready by that time to take
his place.

We ure];;usy. Loo, in raising 2 Bursary to help any deserving Student with a view
to the Ministry.

The Committes has sent home for two Licenliates and four Lay Missiimaries to
open out Home Missions along the Railway Lines and in large Agricultural
Districts.

It would be u great boon to our Church if you conld persuade two or three of your
Committec to visit the West—say along with the Moderator. They shoull
stay three weeks and addvess meetings, ete.  We wunt to familiarise our folk
with the idea of one Church and one great work. Our difficnllics are your
difticulties magnified ten times.  We feel that owr own resoarces are not de-
veloped, and sucl a visit should both interest and stimulate our people. Come !

N.B.-—Don’t think of sending one ; we necd three at lewst.

THE HOME MISSION SUCHEMIE.

Thut instead of one Home Mission Ageat, local Ruperintendents be appointed, each
of these being an ordained Minister in charge,

That as soou as practicable, four such Superintendents be appointed.

That each Supervintendent should have the help of a Lay Missionary or Missionaries,
and should take the oversight of all Home Mission work in his district.

That the Home Mission Uommittee be empowered to make these appointments in
co-operation with the respective Presbyteries and consent of congregations
where such exist.

That the Lay Aissionaries be designated DPastors.

That in the event of such Pastors being brought from the Old Country, the
engagement be for three years,

That no snch Pastor labour fur more than two years in one station,

That in engaging such Pastors the Home Mission Committes come under no pledye
to ordain them until they comply with the Rules relating to the training of
Ministers.
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That the Assembly offer some inducentent to these and other young men desirous of
studying for the Ministry.

That the Superintendents shoukl be members of the Home Mission Committee
ex afficio, and report to the Committee at regular intervals.

That the Pastors be licensed to perform the cercmony of marviage,

It was remitted to your Committee by last (reneral Assembly to formulate a scheme
anent the training of Home Mission Agents. Farnest attention has been given to this
important and nrgent guestion, Three courses were elosely considered, {l.) The
Assembly might resolve to vecognise an order of Catechists or Lay Pastors, whose
sphere shall be iu pioneer work, and whose training for theic work shail be vnrder such
special regulations as their respective State Assemblies may determine, subject to the
anx'o\'al of the GGeneral Assembly of Australin. These Lay Agents might on cersiticate
of competeney from their respective Asscinblies {or H, M. Conminiittees) be registered on
the books of the Hone Mission Committee of Australia, and thereafter be open to accept
translation from State to State.  (2.) The Assembly might determine to create a second
order in the Ministry, consisting of men snited by uatural gifts and expericnce, to
evangelistic and pioneering work, who, after a satisfactory probation, shall be ordained to
the Ministry and set apart toserve exclusively under tho immediate direction of their Home
Mission Committees. Here again the course of stndy wonld be peculiar to each State
and, subject to the approval of the (feneral Assembly of Australia, registration and
transference as in first course. (3.} The Assembly might recognise neither a permanent
order of Catechists nor a second grade in the Ministry, but open up to every approved
Lay Waorker a fair and honourable course of study and service in the Hume Mission
}"Ield,fw}lich shall lead him to the full Ministry of the Church if he be imdustriovs and
aithful.

Your Committee strongly recommends the last noted course, and would lay before
the Assembly the following rougl.hewn scheme, sufticiently liberal to admit of being
adapted to the needs of the several States :—

Lay Agents, over twenty-five (23) vears of age, approved of as to attainments, gifts,
and Christian consistency by the State Assembly having proper jurisdiction, shall
be entitled to apply for ordination to the Holy Mintstry on fulfilment of the
conditions here stated : (1) That every such enndidate shall have bound Limself
to serve the Home Mission Committee of his State for ten years; (2) that
during the first five years he shall huve passed (@) the matriculation examination
of a recogoised University, or (4) the Senior University examination (Sydney),
or {¢) & special matriculation examination set by the College Committee of
Australin : and also four University classes or (in the case of a State without a
University) a course of study and examination under the direction of the
College Committee of Australia ; {3} that during the second five years he shall
have passed the Entrance examination of a recognisedd Hall, or such an
examination as the College Committee of Australia may appoint ; have attended
the classes of three full sessions, or in a State where no Hall exists, have pursued
snch course of Theological study and passed such examinations as said College
Committee may dirvect ; and have passed Lhe regulation Exit examination, ur
such special test as the Committee aforesaid may appoint.

JOIIN FERGUSON, Convener,

iv.
REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE RECEPTION OF MINISTERS, 1903,

This Committee was instructed and authorised to deal with applications for recep-
tion intn the Ministry of the Church from the following classes of applicants:—
Presbyterian Ministers with Commmissions ; Presbyterian Ministers without Comunis-
sions ; Ministers of other Denominations; and Ministers and Congregations of other
Denominations.  Petitions from applicants in almost all thesc classes have been received
by us during the yoar, and dealt with according to the regulations bearing on the
respective cases.

PRESBYTERIAN MINISTFKS AND LICENTIATES WITH COMMISSIONS.

The Rev. Duonald Martin, a Licentiate of the United Free Church of Seotland, came
to Queensland on the invitation and by arrangement with John Knox Con, oegation,
Rockhampton, having been ehosen for that congregation by the Rev, Lewis Davidson,
Kdinburgh, and the Rey. Professor Martin, Edinburgh. He brought a certificate from
the Presbytery of Auchterarder, in the United Free Church of Scotland, of date May
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Sth, 1922, granted in view of this appuintnent, and also references of a high order from
well-known men, certifying to his character, preaching abilicy, and fitness to carry out
the duties of a Mivister of (he Gnspel.  Yoor Comtmittee consideved thess documents as
eijuivalent to a Commission, and sanctioned Me, Martin's reseption.

The Rev, John Seott came to Tasmania with a Commission from the Culonial Com-
mittee of the United Free Church of Seotland, of cate 25th Febroary, 1902, to the
Chureh in Tasmania,  Circumstances bevond his control prevented Mr. Scott from
preseating his Commission to the Tasmanian Church, and he asked that your Committee
shonld receive him as a Minister of the Chaech of Australia on his Commission to the
Church of Tasmania.  Althoungh vot strictly in accordance with the letter of the regn.
lation bearing on such a case, your Committee were of opinion that the spirit of it
would not be violated if Mr. Scott’s application were granted ; and Mr, Scott was
reeeived aceordingly.

The Home Mission Committee of the Church of New South Wales have notified
your Conmmittee to the effect that the Revs. Moses Henry, M.A., from the Presbyterian
Clwieeh of Ireland, John Buiv, ¥, W. Grabam, .. 1% Brown, and J. C, W, MeNeil,
M.A., from the Unitedl Free Church of Scotland, being commissioned to the Presby-
terian Chureh of Anstralia in the State of New South Wales, and R. H. Davics, B.A.,
from tha Presbyterian Church of Wales, weve duly veceived by the General Assembly of
that Churelr at its meeting in May last.

MINISTERS OF OTIHER DENOMINATIONS,

The Rev, 8. H. Chapple, formerly a Minister of the Wesleyan Methodist Chuarch,
made applicatiou to be received as a Minister of the Preshyterian Church.  The petition
was transmitted by the Presbytery of Macedon, in the Church of Victoria, by whom
the case had been earefully investigated, and was snpported by documents setting forth
the potitiondr’s previous listory, his literary and theological training, and Lis reasons for
desiving admission into the Presbyterian Church, The transmitting Presbytery recom-
mended that the petition be granted.  Your Committee resolved to send tlie petition to
the Assembly with a recommendation that Mr. Chapple be received as a Minister of
this Chureh, and that, in the course of or at the close of his year’s probation, he pass an
examination in Hebrew,

The Preshytery of Melbourne South, in the Charch of Victoria, transmitted a peti-
tion from the Rev. Henry George Nicholls, Minister of the Congregational Church at
Clayton, Adelaide, with decuments setting forth his age, previous history, literary and
theological training, and personal and ministerial chavacter. The Presbytery recom-
menrded the granting of the petition, ** provided that the Committee for the reception
of Ministers sees no ditficulty in the fact that the applicant is 52 years of age,” which
might be a bar to his scttlement in @ charge.  Your Committee did not consider that
Mr. Nicholls’ age should prevent the grantiug of this petition, and we recommend that
he be received, and that in view of his long period of wourk and experience he be at once
eligible for a Call.

The Preshytery of Mcelbonrne North, in the Church of Victoria, forwarded to your
Committee the petition of the Rev. Henry Jones, M.A., formerly Minister of the Wharf
Street Congregational Churelr, Brishane, with the hearty recommendation that the peti-
tion be granted.  After eonsideration of the petition and the accompanying documents
testifving to the scholarship, ability, and character of Mr. Jones, your Committee
recommentd his reception.

The attention of your Committee has heen divected to the somewhat anomalous and
unsatisfactory position occupied by unattached Ministers in any one of the State
Churches in relation to the Churches of the other States, At present such Ministers, if
they remove front one Btate to another, are in some, if not all, of the Churches, made to
pass through a longer or shorter term of probation, before they ave eligible for a call Lo
u Congregatien in the Chureb of the Btate into which they have removed. Tt were well
if the node of translation were made uniform, and as far ns possible simplified. If the
Union of the Churches into one Church means anything, it ought to mean as much as that.

The recommendations and rules framed for the reception of Ministers, and declared
by last General Assembly of éuterim- authority, were sent down to Presbyterics and
State Assemblies for constderation, with instructions to report to this Assembly, It was
also an instruction that the resurns to this remit should be seot to the Comtmittee on the
Reception of Mintsters. Returns have been received from the State Assemblies of New
South Wales, Victoria, Queensland, Tasmania, South Australia, and Western Australia.
In the New South Wales Church, 11 have made returns ont of 14 Presbyteries: 12 in
Victoria out of 14; 3 in Queensland out of 5; 3 in Tasmaniz ; 3 in Western
Australia ; and 3 in South Australia. Most of the Returns are a simple approval i but
some contain recommendations that are worthy of serious consicdleration.  The details
of the Returns are given elsewhere, and shoukd be taken as part of this Report.

ALEXANDYR SKENE, Convener,
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Avpprrioyan Rerony
PRESBEYTERTAN MINTSTERS WITHOUT COMMISSTON,

The Preshytery of Melbourne North, Victoria, teansniitted a Petition from the Rev,
William Sherlack Whiteside, 3.A., to be received as a Minister of the Church. Mr.
Wihiteside held a chavge in the Preshyterian Churelr of Ireland for seven years, and was
afterwards Minister for six years in the Presbytery of Santa Barbava, California. He
afterwards liad temporary charge of a Congregation in the Preshiytery of Cape Towu,
South Africa. Mr. Whiteside presents documents, ofticial and private, testifying to his
scholavship, ability, and work, The transmitting Preshytery strongly reconmend his
reception ; and your Committee recommend that the prayer of the petitioner be granted.

The Rev. Froderick Stubbs petitious through the Preshytery of Syduney, N. 8.
Whales, to be receives]l as a Minister of the Presbyterian Churele of Anstralian. Mr.
Stubbs was for several years a Minister in the Presbyterian Charel of England, holding
several pastorates in that Chinrch,  He has been a Minister in the New Zealand Presby-
terian Church for nearly seven yeats. His testimonials ave entively satisfactory as a
recortd of his standing and work.  The Presbytery of Sydney rvecommend that his
petition be granted ; and yonr Committee endorse the recommencdation.

MININTERS OF OTHER DENOMINATIONS,

The Rev. George Preston, Congregational Minister, N, 8. Wales, sends a Petition
through the Presbytery of Young, praving to be received as a Minister of the Chureh.
The transnitting Presbytery do not recommend that Mr Preston’s petiticn be granted ;
and your Committee reconimend that Mr. Prestun be not received as a Minister of the
Church,

The Preshytery of Bathurst, New South Wales, transmitted a Petition from the
Rev. William Henderson Bradley, Minister of the Congregational Union of New South
Wales. to be veceived as a Ministor of the Chureh, and recommended that the prayer of
the petition be granted. Ma. Bradley’s petition is supported by doenments setting forth
his theological training and the character of his work, and lis reasons for seeking admis-
sion into the Preshyterian Church.  Your Committee recommend the Assembly to grant
the prayer of the petition.

MINISTER AND CONGREUGATION RELONCGING TO ANGTHER DENOMINATION.

The Presbytery of Launceston, Tasmania, transmitted a Detition from the Rev.
David Brown, Minister of the Congregational Churel, Devonport, Tasmania, and one
handred and Lwenty members and adherents of that Congregation, asking to be received
ax a Minister and Congregation of the Preshyterian Church,  Tle Congregation isalmost
absolutely unanimous in making the vegquest. The Presbytery of Lannceston, who have
conducted the negotiations with the petitioning Minister and Congregation, heartily
recommend the srauting of the petition, The Congregational Union of Tasmania, how-
ever, while whuitting the right of this Cungregation to take the step it has done, **sug-
gests that the petition be not approved ™ by the Assembly, for veasons given. Your
Comniittee, having carefully considered the case, amd having had the help of consultation
with the Rev. A. R, Osborn, Convener of the Church Extension Committee for N.
Tasmania, recommend the Assembly to remit the matter to their Commitice on the

teception of Ministers, with full powers to deal with the petition.

ALIENANDER SKENE, Convener.

AW
REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON FEDERATION OF PROTESTANT
CHURCHES, 1903.

At its last meeting, the Assembly vesolved to communieate with the other Churches
of the Commonwealth wilth a view to holding conferences on the matter of a closer
union  The Convener accordingly sent a Cil’(!lﬁill‘ to the fullowing :—

- '[':le Archbishop of Syduey and the Bishops of all the dioceses of the Anglican
“hurch,

The Presidlent of the Methodist (ieneral Confercnes.

The Chairmen of the Congregational Uniens in each State.

The Presidents of the Baptist Unions in each State.

Tire Presidents of the Conferences of the Church of Christ in each State.
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From nearly all of thesc cordial and sympathetic replies have been received. But
owing to the wide areas covered by these Churches, it was not possible to arvange for
any general Conference. Uinler thesc citcumstances, the members of the Committee,
resident in Now Sourh Wales, ntet and resolve<d to request the members of the Com-
mitee in cach State to act aga Sub-Commitiee in their own State, to carry on such ltocal
negotiations as might be found desivable, and to add to their number other brethren
whose assistance would be of value in these conferences.

In New Bouth Wales, the local members of the Committee called to their assistance
the following brethren :—Rev. 1h. Cameron, Rev. Dr. Bruce, Rev. Dr. Dill Macky,
Rev. 2. 1. Main, Rev. John Ferguson, Rev, .J. Lamont, Rev. C. A, White, and Mr. W,
Waood and Mr. J. Garland,

These met in conference with a Committee appointed by the Annnal Conference of
the Methodist Church, and the result of the deliberation was (1) a series of resolutions,
affirming the desirability of union, which are herewith submitted for the consideration
of the Assembly, and (2} a statement of the points of agreement aml difterences
between the Churches, an matters of doctrine, forms of worship and Churel polity, also
appended.

These conferences have heen numerous mvl lengthy, and have been characterised by
a brotherly feeling and enthuniasm that augurs well for the future of the movement.

Negotiations were also hekl with a Committee appointed by the Congregational
Union.  These conferences have also been most hopeful, and resulted in the drawing up
of a document in which were set side by side a Daoctrinal Statement which appears in
the Act of Incorporation of the Congregational Union of New Sonth Wales, containing
eleven short articles, and the Articles of Faith adopted by the General Assembly of the
American Chureh in 1902, The Joint Committee agreed to the following resolutions - e
< With reference to ereed subscription, the Committee is of opinion that in the event of
a doctrinal statement being agreed upon, there should be no rigidity in its admistra-
tion, and that cither a Declaration or Nubscription shonld be accepted as a working
compromise in view of the traditions of both Churches.”

The Administration and Discipline of both Churches were compared, and the follow-
ing suggestions were made of what is immediately possible in the way of demonstrating
the practival umion that exists between the two communions :—

(1) The rvecognition of ome Chureh fellowship. Certificates of membership or of
transfer to be current in either communion,

{2) The recognition of one Ministey.  Ministers to be eligible for service in either
communime.

{3) Co-operation of the Colleges. St. Andrew’s College and Camden College ean
yender valuable assistance to each other, and it shonld not be difticult to arrange for
their co-nperaticon.

T. ¥. CLOUSTON.

{A.) KEPORT ON THE UNIUN OF I'RESBYTERIAN AND METHODIST CHURCHES.

This Joint Committee, consisting of duly appointed vepresentatives of the
Yresbyterian Chureh of Xustralia and of the Methodiss Church of Australasia in the
State of New South Wales, having conferred, hercbhy resclves :—

1. That, in the judgment of this Committee, the hand of God is to be distinctly and
gratefully diseerned in the providential upraising of the Presbyterian and Methodist
Churches as sections of the great universal Church of the Lovd Jesus Christ, and in the
wonderful measure of blessing the great Head of the Church has been pleased to conter
upon the world through the instrumentality of these Churcles. The Committee is
persuaded that the separate existence of these Churches up 1o the present time las
been amply justiicd by the results that have accrucd from their operations, by which
the scal of ol has been placed upon their testimony and work.

But the Committee is deeply convineed that the tiwe has now fully come when the
guestion of the closcr union of the Preshyterian and Methodist Churches in the
Commonwealth of Australia should be seriously considered with a view to their ultimate
organic inion, aud assigns the following amongst other reasons why in its judgnient
this step should be taken (—

). The general agreement of the Presbyterian and Methodist Churches on all
essential doctrines of Christian faith as rvevealed in Sacred Seripture snd as
taught Ly our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.

2. The similarity in theie methods of Chureh government, hoth heing Presbyterian
as distingmished from Episcopalian, snd recognising fully the rights of the
Christian laity in the government and administration of the Church.



102

A, The fact that in Austrulia those Jocal circumstances and historie conditions do
not exist which in the United Kingdom have hitherto explained and justified
the separate existence of the Churches concerned-

II. The Committee is not unaware of the fact that there is much to Lesaid in favour-
of the continued sepatate existence and operation of the Churches, coincidently with the
eultivation of a spicit of fraternal fellowship and with practical co-operation in gocd
works. But the Committee believes that the interests of Christ's Kingdoni in this new
and growing Commonwealth will be move effectively promoted by the organic vnien of
these Churches, and submits the following as amongst the ndvantages w hich will justify
an earuest cflort being made to bring about such an crganic nnion :—

—

. The pawerful impression which seeh a nuion must neeessarily make upon the com-

munity of the reality and eflectivencs of true religion.

. The multiplied resources of all kinds which the United Churel will puossess to be

nscd in the promotivn of all torms of Christian work,

& The economy which will thus be practicable in avoiding the overlapping and
undesivalile comgpetition which are inscparable from the existing condition of
things.

4- The opportunity which wil he aflorded of unitedly undertaking those social awd
philanthropic enterprises which are a necessary part of medern Christian efiort,
and whizh can be more etfectively carried out by a united Churel strong in
spiritual life and possessed of adequate material resonrces,

« 3 The creation of a strong vational religions sentiment and force which, under the
blessing of Almighty God, may be applied and directed to a comprehensive
gystemi of Home Missions—missions suchi as shall provide for the lapsed
masses of onr great cities, the lonely dwellers in the bush, and the new popu-
lIations which from time to tine spring np in the States of Australia,

6. The more adequate discharge of the great missionary obligation which rests
upen the Christian Churclies of Australasia in regerd to the tribes and people
of Polynesia and adjacent groups, and to lndia, China, and other non-
Christian countries,

Lastly, the giving more practicsl ard visible efiect to the Saviour's prayer:—

«That they all may he one . . . that the world may believe that Thou hast
sent Me,”

10

-3

IIT. The Cominittee therefore suggeststao the chief Courts of the Preshyterian and
Methodist Churches of Australia that those Churches should consider the matter with
a view toa solemn, definite, and authoritative deliverance upon the desirability of
urganic union as between then. Lo the event of a deliverence in favour of union being
carried on both sides by an adequate majority, the Committee further suggests the
appointment of representatives to a joint Committee to prosecute its enguivies with a view
to the fornmlation of a practicable basis on which to eventually consummate the union.

The Committee also recommiends that in the meantime steps be taken to foster fra-
ternal relations as between the Congregations of the respective Churches ; to secure the
joint nge of Colleges for the training of Candidates for the Ministry ; and to promote
united public action on all matters affecting the social, moral, and religious welfare of
the community.

lH.} REPORY OF THE JOINT COMMITTEE CF THE METHODIST AND PRESBYTERIAN CHURCHFS
ON THE AGREEMENTS AND DIFFERENCES BETWEEN THE WO CHURCHES,

I. Ou Matrers of Doctrine,

{s.) The Statement of Doctrine, which received the general approval of the
Preshyterian Clurch of Auvstralia, was carefully considered, and agcepted by the
Methodist representatives with slight amendnients, to  which tMe DPresbyterian
representatives agreed.

POCTRINE.

1. That the supreme and full revelation of Geud to men is the Lord Jesus Christ, and
the Supreme Authority in Doctrive awd in duty is the Holy Spirit speaking in the Old
and New Testaments. [Approved.]

2. That God is personal, transcendent, and immanent.  [Approved. |

3. That the (zodhead is essentially Triune. [Approved. ]

4. That Jesns Christ is God manifest in the fiesh, and i3 truly Ged and tealy
man. {Approved.]

5. That God is love, and that His Jove is holy and sovereign, [Approved,
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6. That the Divine Fatherhood expresses an eternal relationship, which has heen
revealed most clearly by Jesns Clirist, through whom the children of men come into the
possession of the Spirit and the privileges of sonship. [Amended to vead thus—*¢ That
the Divine Fatherhood expresses an eternal relationship whieh has been revealed most
clearly by Jesus Christ, the only bLegotten of the Father, and through Him the ehildren
of men come into the possession of the Spirit, and receive the adoption of sons,” |

7 That sin is universal in the human race, and implies lawlessness and alienation
from God, and unless repented of and forgiven, involves death eternal, [Approved.]

8. That salvation is wholly of God, having the Father as its source, Jesna Christ as
its Mediatar, the Holy (Ghost as its Agent, and is appropriated by faith, [Approved
with the addition ‘¢ and iz manifested i good works.”]

9. That the active and passive obedience in the life and death of Jesus Christ is
viearious and propitiatory, [Amended to read— That the obedience of Jesus Christ
unto death is viearions and propitiatory.”]

10. Twao additional articles were added frot the shorter doctrinal statement of the
American Presbyterian Church, as follows :—** That in the life to come, the spivits of
the just at death, made free from sin, enjuy immediate communion with God, and the
vision of His glory ; and we confidentially look for the general resurreetion at the last
day, wheu the bodies of those who eleep in Jesus shall be fashioned in the likeness of the
glorious Ledy of their Lord, with whom they shall live and reign forever.

11. That the Lord Jesus Christ will come again in glorivus majesty to judge the
world, and to make a final separation between the rightcous and the wicked. The
wicked shall receive the sternal award of their sins, and the Lovd will manifest the
glory of His mercy in the salvation of His people and their entrance upon the full
enjoyment of eternal life.”

THE CHURCR.

1. That Cbrist instituted & Church unpon the earth, of which His people are the
members.  [Approved.]

2, That Jesns Christ is the Supreme Head of the Church, and that He calls nen to
the ministry of teaching and ruling. [Amended to read—*That Jesus Christ is the
Supreme Head of His Church, and ¢alls wen by His Holy Spirit to the ministry of
1caching and ruling.”]

3. That the people, under the guidance of the Spirit of Christ, recognise and choose
those whom He calls, and who are therenpon, in Churches already constituted, ofticially
set apart by those in oflice. [Amended ta read—* That His people, under the guidance
of the 8pirit of Christ, recognise and choose those whom He calls, and who are thercupon
officially set apart by those in oftice.™]

4. That the Sacraments of Baptism amd the Lord’s Supper are effectnal means of
grace appointed by Christ, and shauld be regularly and orderly celebrated. [Approved,
with the ommission of the word *f etfectual.”)

5. That the efticacy of the Sacranments does not proceed from any virtue in the mere
administration of the elements, or in him who administers them, but depeuds npon the
spiritual presence of Christ with believing participants.  {Approved.]

G. That those who administer the Sacrawents have no priestly function save that
which is shared in by all believers. [Approved.]

{.) The Catechisms—oamely, the Shorter Catechism, and the Second Part of the
Methodist Catechism—were then compared, and it was found that the differences between
them were only such ag are involved in five of the questions of the Stricter Catechism—
namely,

No 7, on the Decrees of (iod
Nos. 20, 21, and 88 on Election
and, No. 36 on the Perseverance of the Saints.

in regard Lo these, the standpoint of the two Churches is different, and the theology
taught by them varies accordingly.  In one other question, it may be dvubted whether
the doctrine is the same, pamely, in No. 82 of the Stricter Catechism, in which the
ability perfectly to keep the commandments of God is denied.

II, On Forms of Worship,

In both Churches the forms of worship are mainly extempore, with considerable
freedom left to the varions ministers and congregations,  The Sacraments are
administered practically in the same manner in both.

IIL. On Polity.

I. Membership in cach, Charch is entered npon by Profession of Faith, and with the
approval of the Minister and the local Chureh Court.
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2. Discipline. Ineach Church local Church Courts have jurisdiction, with the right
of appeal to a higher conrt.
3. The Church Courts correspond largely in both.
The Presbyterian Courts are The Methadist Courts are
AT {1} The Leaders’ Meeting and Cirenit
0h). Ty Seanion (uarterly Meeting

{2} The Preshytery {2} The District Synoc
(3) The State General Assembly (3} The Annual Couference
{4) The General Assembly (4) The General Conference

But in Preshyterianism, the Elders are ordained, and take part in the Ordination and
Trial of Ministers, while iu Methodism, the Ministers alone have power in the reception
and disciphining of Ministers.

4. In the Methodist (hurches the Local Preacher must be a member of the Chureh.
He receives distinet and honorable vecognition, for he is ez offcio a member of the
Leacers’ Mecting and of the Quatterly Meeting. Moreover, from the ranks of the Local
Preachers, candidates for the Ministry are, without exception, taken. The Loeal
Preacher must undergo a probation of twelve months, at the end of which he must pass
an examination in theology, and is then received upon the nomination of the Minister,
and with the approval of the Loeal Preachers’ Meeting of the Cirenit, Hisappointments
to pulpits are, in all cases, subject to the direction of the Superintendent Minister of
the Cirenit, and for his ofticial acts he is responsible to the Local Preachers’ Meeting.

1 the Presbyterian Church there is uo official lay Preacher, but owing to the cmer-
gencies of the position in this country laymen are being inereasingly employed in preach-
ing work. ‘The Presbyterian lay preacher must be a memiber of the Church, but he needs
no other qualitication. The otitce is purely voluntary, and may be discontinued or re-
sunied at the will of the individual, but the appointments to pulpits are made by the
Home Mission Committee and the Minister of the Charge, and provision is made for the
better instruction of those who offer themaelves,

&. In the Presbyterian Churell the Ministry is based upon the conception of a fixed
and permanent pastorate, and the Minister is called by the people,  In the Methodist
Church the system is that of itinerancy and amual appointments, with wtimate and
supreme power of settlement in the hands of the State Conference. But there is in
Preshyterian Churches a movement in the direction of breaking away from the fixity of
appointments, while in Methodism there is a legul provision for an extension of the term
of the pastorate.

(¢.) REPORT OF CONFERENCE BETWEEN CONGREGATIONAL AND PRESBYTERIAN
MINISTERS IN NEW SOUTH WALES,

The United Committee unanimonsly agreed npon the following veport, which con
tains four divisions—Doctrinal, Administrative, Ihseiplinary, Practical.

1. DocrrivaL. —The Committee present the statement of Doctrine contained in
Scherule A of the Act of Tncorporation of the Congregational Union and the Declaration
of Faith adopted by the ¢ieneral Assembly of Awmerica at New York on May l6th,
1902, The cluuses of these doecuments liave been discussed in detail, but the Committee
are of ane mind in believing that they both cover the same ground and present a conve-
nient basis for a statement of our common faith.

DOCTRINAL STATEMENT IN TITE ACT OF INCORPORATION OF TIE CONGRECATIONAL
UNTON OF N, 8, WALES,

Schedule A,

1. The existence of one only God, Father Son and Holy Spirit.

2. The fall of man from a sinless state into one of sin aml death,

3. The incarnation of the Divine Waoird as our Lord and Saviour Jesas Christ Son of
GGod and Son of man, 1{is sufterings and death as a propitiation for the sinsof the world,
and the 8alvation by grace through faith of all who helieve in Him,

4. The necessity of the influence of the Holy Spirit for the restoration of man to
holiness and life.

5. The moral respensibility of man and the nnlimited nature of the provisions and
invitationy of the Gospel.

6, The Divine inspiration of the Holy Secripture in the Old and New Testaments
and its supreme authority as the rule of faith and practice,

7. The immortality of the soul, the resurrcetion of the dead and the final judgment
with its eternal conseyuences.

8. The exclusive right of every church to manage its own affairs,
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9. The baptism of infants and of adult believers wlho were not baptised in infancy.

10. The open confession of the name of the Lord Jesus Christ in the celebration of
the Lord's Supper according to His command.

11. The apostolic institution in the churches of two offices for their spiritual over-
sight and the administration of their temporal affairs namely those of presbyters or
bishops and that of deacons.

DRIEF STATEMENT OF TIIE REFORMED PRESBYTERIAN FAITH.

{This is printed at full length in the original report, but is onitted here. )

With reference to creed subscription the Committee are of opinion that in the event
of a doctrinal statement being agceed upon shere should be no rigidity in its administra-
tion, and the following statement had general assent, Declaration or Subscription to be
aceepted. This is a working compromise in view of the traditions of both Churches.

IT. AnmiNistraTive,—The Committee then proceeded with the examination of the
respective polities in detail, and the following statements were agreed upon :—

1. In both cammuntons the ultimiate authority rests with the church members,

2. Presbyterianism recognises the popular distinetion between Church and Congre-

gation, or Members and Adherents, but technically the local communion which in Con-
gregationalism is called a church, in Presbyterianism is called a congregation,

3. The condition of membership 15 the same in both communions, viz., admission on
a eredible confession of faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.

1. The form of admission differs in this respect only. In the Presbyterian polity the
Minister and llders acting on behalf of the Congregation admit the new member. In
Congregational polity the member is admitted on the suffrage of the chureh meeting
after hearing the report of the Minister and Deacons.

5. ffice Rearers. There are really only two orders in each communion. Preshy-
te-dnmiyns Tecognises Presbyters or Xlders and Deacons, Congregationalism reenguises
Ministers and Deacons. In Presbyterianism the Minister is the preaching Elder. The
Deacons are concerned mainly with the financial matters, though all the Klders are ex
officio members of the Dencons’ Court. The Elders are responsible for the management
of the spiritual affairs of the congregation.

It was stated that while it was the general custom to elect Elders for life, there was
a growing idea in Preshyterianism to elect elders for a term of years only, after which
they becume eligible for re-election.

The mecting of the KElders is held monthly and is called a Session. The chureh mem-
bers must meet at least once in the ycar.

In Congrenational polity the Deacons perform the duties and fulfil the office assigned
to Elders in Presbyterianism. (In some churches a Finance Committee is elected of
which the Deacons with the Minister are ex eficio members, The remaining members
are usually elected from the body of adherents. The election of a Finance Committee is
merely a matter of expediency, it has no part in the essential polity of Congrega-~
tionalism. }

While the Deacons ave the Executive body of the church, and are usually followed
in their recommendations, it is the practice that the Deacons shall obtain the sanction
of the church for the ratification of any propused action of importance, whether spiritual
or financial,

The Deacons meet manthly and prepare the business to be submitted to the church,
which also meets monthly in the week before the Sunday on which the ordinance of the
Lord’s Supper is observed.

The chief difference in the powers of the office-bearers is due to the diffevent promi-
nence given to the churelh meeting  In Presbyterianism the church members delegate
their exeentive functions to the Hlders, InCongregationalism the position.is practically
the same, with the exception that the church is cousulted monthly.

8. Oliservance of the Lord's Supper.

The Preshyterian custon is to observe this ordinance once in three months, although
there is no rule as to frequency.

The Uongregational custom is to observe this ordinance menthly. Neither in Pres-
byterianism nor in Congregationalism is there any law controlling the frequency of the
observance of the Lord’s Supper.
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It was the mind of the Committee that freedom should be allowed in the observance
of the Lord’s Supper, and that it might be a useful compromise between the two polities
if the clinrch meeting for business were held once in three months.

IIT. Discrrrine.—United and uniform action in matters of discipline.

The Committee feel that something is iinmediately possible by way of demonstrating
the practical union thut exists betwean the two communions.

IV. Pracrican.—{1.) The recognition of one church fellowship. Certificates of’
membership or of transfer to be current in either communion, and mcmbers encouraged
to use their privileges as chiurch members.

(2.) The recognition of one ministry. Ministers to be eligible for service in either
cammunion,

(3.) Co-operation of the Colleges. St. Andrew's College and Camden College can
render valuable assistance to eacli other, and it should not be ditticult to arrange for
their co-operation.

QUESTIONS FOR CONSIDERATION ON ‘CHE POSSIBILITY OF A UNION METWEEN TIE
PRESBYTERTAN AND CONGREGATIONAL CHURCHES.
1. What do you regard as the obstacles to Union between the two Churches ?
(@nestion for both parties.)
What modifications, if any, may be expected in regard to Creed-subscription ?
3. As the Congregationalists have perfect autonomy in their individual Congrega-
tions, and as Presbyterian Congregations are under the control of the Presby-
tery,—in view of a possible Union, what modifications would be necessary on
each side?
Re Church property,
(1.) In what manner is Preshyterian Chureli property held—by the Church
as a whole ? or by the individual congregations ¥
{2.) In what manner iz Congregational Church property held—by the Union ?
or by the tndividual Chureh ?

K

s

(D.) REPORY OF CONFERENCE ON UNION BETWEEN REPRESENTATIVES OF THE PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH OF AUSTRALIA (VICTORIA) AND REUPRESENTAT(VES OF THE CONGREGATIONAL
UNTON OF YVICTORIA.

The Conference held two meetings, and adopted the following report :—

Hs

These Committees in Conference, on comparing the manifesto of the (ireneral
Assembly of the Preshyterian Chureh of Australia, issued simply as a basis for Conference
{see Appendix A}, and the doctrinal schedule in the Model Trust Decd of the Congre-

ational Union {sece Appendix B), find that these two documents are, in respeet of
dactrine, in substantial agreement, and that no sericus differences exist between the
Presbyterian Church and the Congregational Churches in this direction.

The Conference also finds that there is substantial agreement on the following
prineiples, which have a prominent place in both denominations :—

1. That the members of Chnrches should be Christians,

2. That Church powers vest primarily in the membership, under the gnidance of
the Holy Spirit,

A. That the membership bave a right to co-operate with their chosen leaders in
gavernment and discipline.

(5

The Conference finds the following differences existing in giving effect to these
prineiples :—
1. A Presbyterian Church consists of all Chureh members in the Congregations,

within certain definite geographical bounds, that have consented to act together in the
capacity of a Church of Christ.

A Congregational Church consists of its carolled Church members within the
linsits of a single Congregation.
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2, A Presbyterian Chuorch exercises its powers by representatives chosen by its
members ; but the necessity of keeping Church action in harmony with the Christian
cansciousness of its mentbers is fully recognised by its representatives,

A Congregational Church exervises its powers by a direct reference Lo ita entirve
membership.

3. A Presbyterian Church admits to membership by its Kirk Sessions.

A Congregational Chureh admits to membership by the vote of the membets in
Church meeting assembled, on the recommendation of its pastor and deacons.

4. A Preshyterian Church calls to the Ministry those who are recognised as eligible
by its supreme authority —the General Assembly.

A Congregational Church is free to choose its Ministers from the ranks of those
who, in its estimation, have the necessary qualifications for that office, but the Victorian
Congregational Union can refuse to give denominational recogniticn to any Minister
whose character and qualifications arc by it deemed unsatisfactory.

5. In a Presbyterian Church there is a right of appeal from lower Courts to the
(ieneral Assembly, whouse decisions, as representative of the entire Church, are final,
A Congregational Church has no appeal, save to ils entire membership.

Ini,

The Conference finds that these differences arc not, in its opinion, insurmountable,
and that they could be largely minimised, if not wholly removed, hy the folluwing
adaptations :(—

1. By the members of (‘ongregationy admitting to membership on the recommendation
of their officers.

2. That the Call to the Ministry or Pastorate be from those deelared qualified by
the supreme representative authority of the Church.

3. That while allowing Congregations a large measure of freedom of action, a right
of appeal be allowed in all matters atfecting the status of the individual, or the interests
of the united Church.

Appendic A,

V1L, Such person or persous of the denomination aforesaid shall be permitted to occupy
and enjoy the said parsonage and appurtenances, and to officiate as Minister or Pastor
in the said chapel according to the usual order of Congregational or Independent
Churches as shall have been duly clected, and not subsequently displuced by the Church
members as aforesaid, and shall not have resigned the office of Minister or Pastor ; and
shall moreover hokd, preach, teach, and maintain as general tenets the following doctrines,
which are generally helieved by the Congregationalists or Independents to be contained
in the Holy Scriptures, that is to say—

Ist. The Divine Inspiration of the Old and New Testaments, and their Supreme
Authority in matters of Christian faith and practice.

2nd. The Unity, Personality, and Infinite Perfeetion of the Divine Being, with
the essential Deity of Father, Soun, and Holy ({host. The Incarnation of the Son
in the person of Jesus Christ ; His sacrificial death for the sins of mankind ;
His resurrection from the dead ; and 1lis intercession in heaven, whence He
will come again to judge the world.

3rd. The freedom and responsibility of man ; his fall and depravity ; the necessity
of repentance, faith in the Lord Jesns Christ, and the wurk of the Holy Spirit
in order to his restoration and eternal salvatien.

4th. The existence of a Church wherever any nnuober of believers in Christ
associate for Divine Worship, and the regnlar observance of Christian
ordinances ; the right of each Church, in whose members supreme authority
is vested, to elect its own officers, and manage its own internal affairs,
subject only to the revealed will of Christ, the Heud ; and the obligation of
the Lord’s Supper and Baptism, incInding that of infants.

{¥.) REPORT OF THE JOINT COMMITTEE OF PRESEYTERIAN AND METHODIST REPRESEN-
TATIVES IN VIU!TORIA ON UNION OF THE CHURCHES,

The Committee haveo the honour to report that two meetings have been held, which
were presided over by the Rev, Geo, Tait, M, A,
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_The “Statement of Belief ” submitted as a Basis of Union by the Federal Presby-
terian Assebly was carefully cousidered, and with the following emendations and
additions, unanimously agreed L - —

Part . Art, 1.—The words “aund foll 7 to be omitted, The initial levter in the
words ‘¢ Supreme,” © Authority.” “ Doctrine,” to he in small type.
Art. 6.—The words *‘expresses an cternal relationship which™ to be
omitted. The initial letter in the word ** Spirit” to he in small
type.
New Article to follow No. 7 (sec helow).
Revised Article to be substituted for No. 9 (see below).
Parg IL Art. 3 to beyin with the words ' That His people” instead of ““ the
prople.”
Arvts 4. —The word *“ true ™ to be substituted for ¢ effectual.”
The ¢ Statement ™ as aceepted by the Commitiee reads as follows ;—

PAKRT I, DUCTRINE,

1. That the Supreme revelation of God to man is the Lord Jesus Christ.  That
the supreme anthority in doctvine and in duty is the Yloly Spirit speaking in
the Old and New Testaments.

2. That {od is personal, transcendent, al immanent

3. Thut the Godhead is essentially triune.

4. That Jesus Christ is Goid manifest in the flesh, and is truly God and teuly man,

8. That God is love, and that His love is lioly and sovereign.

6. That the Divine Fathertioud has been revealed most clearly by Jesus Christ,
through Whom the chilklren of men come into the possession of the Spirit
and the privileges of sonship.

7. That sin is universal in the human race, and implies lawlessness and alienation
from Gaod, and unless repented of aml forgiven, imvolves death eternal.

8, That there is an immortal life, and a resurrection of the dead, and that all
men must appear before the judgment seat of Christ.

#. That salvation is wholly of God, having the Father as its source, Jesus Christ
as its Mediator, the Holy Ghost as its Agent, and is appropriated by faith.

10. Thav Christ’s whole life of obedience, enduring unto death, is representative

and sacrificial, and that His death is propitiatory,

PART T, THE CHURCH.

1. That Christ instituted a Charch upon the carth, of which His people are the
membhers.

2, 'That Jesusg Christ is the Supreme Head of the Church, and that He calls men
to the ministry of teaching and ruling.

3. That 1lis people, under the guidance of the 8pirit of Christ, recognise and
choose those whom He calls, and who are therenpon, in Churches already
constituted, officially set apart by those in otfice.

4. That the Saerament of Baptism and the Lord’s Supper are true means of grace
appointed by Christ, and shonld be regularly and omlerly colebrated.

A. That the efficacy of the Sacraments does not proceed from any virtue in the
mere administration of the clements, or in him wlhio administers them, but
depends upon the Spivitual presence of Christ with believing participants,

6 That those who administer the Nacrament have no priestly function save that
which is shaved in by all believers.

A sub.committes was appeinted to tahulate points of agreement and divergence in
the twu systems of Church government. lts report, as subjoined, was adopted, the
Rev. Dr. Morley dissenting from the expression ** generally paraliel ™ in Part IT, par, 3.

REFORT ON AUREEMEXTS AXD DIVERCGENCES.

The Committee entrusted with the ininiry regarding the ecclesiastival systems of
the Methodist and Presbytecian Churcires Lave instituted a careful comparison. They
desire to set in the forefront of their rveport the conviction at which they have unani-
mousty arrived—tvhat the two systems are based on fundamental principles that are
essentially the same. The result is that, while there are considerable divergencies in
detail, these are only sach as should readily be overcome by Christian wisdom and

atience. -
1 The Committee have looked into many details which they do not deal with in their
report. They believe that it is our duty at present to contine ourselves to the main
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features of the 1wo systems, ad to refuse Lo dwell on accidentally divergent details,
which have grown up in connection with the separate history of the two Churches. It
is manifest that if the systems can be harmonisel in their broad outlines, the spirit of
Christian unity will not bo baulked by unessential differences. It would be a mistake,
therefore, to allow onr minds to be occupied by these at present—a mistake that might
easily result in a baseless prejudice. Important differcnces will be recorded in this
report, but even these, the Committee desive again to say, they do not regard as
involving essentinls of ecclesiastical government.

I. Office-Holders,

{1) In both Churches, Trustees ave the legal instrument by which the properties
are held”  In the Methodist Chureh, the Trustees ave charged with more active functions
than in the Preshyterian,  They form a Board for managing the affairs of the Trust;
whilst in the Presbyterian Chnrch this duty is done by the Board of Management.

{2} The Managers in the Preshyterian Chureh correspond broadly with the Church
and Society Stewards in the Mcthodist Church. These otficers have charge of local
financial affairs,

(3) ‘I'he Class Leaders in the Methodist Church covrespond closely with the Preshy-
terian Elders. Both assist the Minister in superintending the spirvitual life of the
members.  There is a ditference in the mode of appointment, the Leaders being nomi-
nated by the Minister and elceted by the Lealders’ Meeting . while the Elders ave
clected by the commumicants of the Congregation. Both these methods, however,
acknowledge the principle that the gifts vequived for service must be recognised by the
Church. A further difference lies in the doetrinal test. FKlders are ealled upon to
accept the Westminster Confession of Faith, as explained by a declaratory statement ;
whilst as regards the Leaders they must not hold views npposed to the central docteines
of the Church. Underlying this difference is the acknowledgment by both Churches
that their spiritual ofticers must bhe in fundamental accord with the helief of the Chnreh,

{(4) The Methodist Loral Preachers are closely parallel to the Lay Preachers of the
Presbytevian Church.  These represent a common principle, that laymen may be
cmployed to preach the Gospel,

{(3) Ministers— With regard to the Ministers of the Gospel, both Churches recog-
nise the following principles :—{«} The necessity of the Divine call, which is imhicated
by tiie bestowal of grace and special gifts ; {#) the necessity of the recognition of their
eall by the people ; (¢} the right of Lthose already Ministers to examine and test a candi-
date’s fitness for the ottice and thereafter o set him aside to it () the desirableness of
the nse of an impressive form in setting hin apart to his work., 'T'he main differene:s
in method are threefold : {¢) As regards practical training, in the Methodist Church,
this is essential, and continuous ; in the Presbyierian Chareh, while it is regarded as
essential, it is not eynally continuous throughout the whole course. (4} As regards
appointment, in the Methodist Church the Minister is appointed to Lis sphere of serviee
by Conference, the invitations or calls of the circuits being received and respeeted ; in
the Preshyterian Church the Minister is called by the Congregation, and is thereupun
appuinted subject to ihe veto of the Preshytery. (e} As regards tenure, in the Metho-
dist Church the Minister is appointed annually, and may remain up to a maximan term
of five years ; in the Preshyterian Church no provision is made for terminating the
pastorate, but ity average duration is probably not greatly in excess of this,

II. Courts.

(1) The Board of Management in the Preshyterian Church corresponds to the
Trustee Meeting in the Methodist Chareh, both having charge of local external aftaira,

(2) The Presbyterian Session corresponds to Methodist Leaders’ Meeting, They are
alike in the following main featurcs: (¢) They govern thz roll of members; () they
discipline members ; (¢} they govern the Sunday-school, in the Presbyterian Church com-
pletely, in the Methodist Chuveh only partially ; (d} they can bring matters that seem
miportant to the Church’s life betore the Supreme Court; {¢) in discipline, appeals from
these Conrts to the Supreme Courts are competent,

(3) The Presbytery of the Preshyterian Church is generally parallel to the Quarterly
Cirenit AMeeting of the Methodist Church.  Both superintend the spiritnal work of the
District, and initiate new euterprises. Doth superintend the fiuancial affaits of the
District, the Quarterly Meeting administering as well as superintending.  Both may
hear appeals ; the Quarterly Meeting ouly in certain special cases.

There iz a eertain amount of difference in the constitution of these Courts, the
Methodist Church admitting men who hokl offices not distinctively spivitual. The
Presbytery consists of Ministers and Ministers emeritz, and one Elder from each
Congregation. T'he Quarterly Meeting inclndes Ministers, Supernumeraries, Preachers on
Trial, Leaders, Local Preachers, Trustees (being members), Sunday-school Superiuten-
dents, and Stewards.
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(4) The Methodist District Synocd, with its Financial District S8ynod, corresponds
roughly to 2 Preshyterian Court which is unknown in Australia, called the Synod.  Both
deal with the husiness, hoth spiritual and external, of a wide district. DBoth are com-
posed of Ministers and Laymen. The main constitutional ditference lies in this, that
in the Methodist District Synod the Ministers sit apart from the Laymen for ministervial
discipline, and the examination of candidates for the Ministry.

(3} The State Assembly of the Presbyterian Church corrvesponds very closely to the
Annual Confercnce of the Methodist Church. Both are composed equally of Ministers
and Laymen. Both are supreme for their own territory, except in so far as they have
surrendered control to the Suprenie Court af the Federated Church of the Continent.

There is a very considerable difference in this latter respect, the Methodist: Church
having relegated legislative functions almost entively to the (veneral Couference, leaving
only administration to the Annual Couferenee ; while the State Assembly of the Pres-
byterian Church retains large legislative powers.

The distinetion also which appeared in connection with the Annual District Synod
recurs here, In the State Assemibly Ministers and Elders transact ali business together
in the Methodist Conference, the Ministers sit apart from the Laymen to deal with cer-
tain reserved questions connected with the ministerial office, This diflerence may rest
on the fact that the Layman of the Presbyterian Court is an Elder, called and ordained
to spiritual oftice ; while the Layman of the Methodist Court, although a member of

he Chuteh, is not necessacily a spiritual ofiicer.

(6) he Supreme Courts of the two Churches closely correspond.  Both are elective.
Both consist eyually of Ministers and Laymen. Both are supreme,

The Methodist Gencral Couference has had wider control vested in it than the
Gieneral Assembly of Lthe Presbyterian Choveh possesses.  On the other hand, the General
Assembly can initiate, preside over, and complete, according to a fixed method, ¢hanges
in the Constitution of the Churcl ; while there ave certain points in the Constitution of
the Methodist Charch which the (eneral Conference cannot change without securing
<ivil legislation.

The Gommittee recommends the Assembly and Conference to re-appoint their Com-
niittees, and direct them to proceed to more directly construetive work.

GEORGE TAIT, Chairman.
ROBT. KELLY, Secretary.
Angust 24th, 1803,

(¥.) REPORT OF CONFERENCE ON CLOSER UNION OF CHRISTIAN CHURCHES, HELD IN
ST. ANDREW’S, PERTH, ON 4T SEFTEMBER, 1903.

Findding : At o Conference of Representatives of the Churches, called by the Rev.
A. MeCarlie, Moderator of the Asscubly of the Drestyterian Church in Western
Auvstralia, as representing the Committee of the Assembly of the Presbyterian Church of
Austratia on Cluser Uuion with other Churches, it was unanimously resolved —

1. To express hearly appreciation of the initial action taken by the Assembly.
2. To express general concurrence with the object contemplated,
3. Ta call further Conferences with a view to more definite action.

On behalf of the Suh-Commitiee,
JOHN GRAY, Convener.

VI
REPORT OF FINANCE COMMITTEE, 1903.

Your Committee bas pleasure in submitting the Audited DBalance Sheets and the
Repurt as follows :—

1o connection with the General Assembly Expenses Fund Account, all the Churches in
the various States have paid the amount assessed, and, after paying all expenses of last
meceting, a balance of £23 11, 1d. remainsin hand. 1t must {;e noted in this connection,
however, that the expendituve in connection wilth lust Assembly’s mecting exceeded the
revenue, and if a like expenditure is incurred again the revenue, on the present basis,
will not be sutficient. There are several items, however, in the last account whieh shionld
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not be ineurred again for a time, and this may be sufficient to equalise the revenne und
expenditure ; but your Committec woull advise that the printing and advertising should
be kept down to the lowest amount possible, and also that theve he no charge in
connection with the Year Hook, which shoulkl be made self-sustaining,

In connection with the Church Hymnary Royalty account your Committee is pleased
to be able to report that returns have been received fromall the State (eneval Assemblies
approving of the scheme whereby the royalty accruing from the sale of the Church
Hymuoary to all the States shoald be pooled in one amount and made available for the
payment of the expenses of Members of Assembly. The remittances have been received
from the Charches of Victoria, New South Wales, and South Australia for the royalty
up to March, 1903, and from Queensland and Tasmanian Churches up to March, 1902,
the total amonnt received being £690 11s. §d. The amount of travelling expeuses paid
in connection with the Assembly hekd in Melbourne, 1902, was £142 7s. 4d., leaving &
balance in hand of £548 4s. 1d., with the royalty from Queensland and Tasmapia for
1903 to be received.

In conpection with the Travelling Expenses Account the details of the anounts paid
to the varvious State Represeutatives is given in the Balance Rhect, showing a total,
inclnding postages, of £142 7. &l

Your Committee holds on hand a sam of £41 163., which was collected specially for
expenges in 14901, and the Assembly will now be asked to anthorise the transference of
this amount to the credit of the Travelling xpenses Aceount, to be applied in connection
with this year's expenses.

Your Committee would further recommend that the expenses for this Assembly be
paid on the same lines and in the same proportion as last year's—namely, *¢'That
members attending the (fencral Assembly in September, 1903, have the following
pereentages of their travelling expenses {calenlated upon the basis of sceond.class return
farcs) paid by the Chnrch--viz., {#) Those paying less than £1, nothing. (&) Thos:
paying from £1 to £4, to receive half. {c) Those paying from £4 upwards, to receive
three-guarters, provided that no one in cluss () shall pay less than &1 himself, and no
one in class {¢c) less than £2.”

Your Committee further recommends that instruction be given to assess the State
Assemblies for the (General Assembly’s expenses on the same lines as last year—to wit,
New South Wales, £40 ; Victoria, £40; Queensland, South Australia, and Tasmania,
each £13 6s. 8d, ; and Western Australia, £10.

Your Comniittee would also ask directions regarding the sum of £21), which has heen
received from the Treasurer of the Preshyterian Chureh of England for Bush Mission
work in Australia—the amount being at present held in suspense.

On behalf of the Committee,
JOHN H. GOODLET, Chairman.

VII.

REPORT OF COMMITTEL ON HYMN BOOKS IFOR SABBATH
SCHOOLS, 1903,

Yonr Committee have examined a number of Hymn books which have been brought
under their notice, and heg to present the Assembly with their conclusions in regard to
Bame (—

1. 8ScrooL FPrarse.—This book containg about 167 bymns, many of them being very
well known and suitable for children. It has been in general use in several of the States,
but has frequently been discarded on account of the selection being too limited and the
music of an unsuitable type.

2. Tue CHered Hymyary, —This is an abridged addition for the young of the book
now used io eonnection with our Churches. It embraces about 200 hymus culled from
the Church Llymnary, and the book with words ouly, is printed iu very cheap form. The
ohjections to it appear to be the want of a separate tune book and the variety of bymus
is not suflicient.

3. THE VOI¢E 0F PRAISE,—This is a large sclection, prepared by the Sunday School
Union, containing 600 bymns including most of the favourite hymna for children. It
is well indexed, and the only objection to it appears to be in regard to the musie, The
tune book is very bulky, and Choir-masters state that some of the musie i not tunefnl

4. GorLoEN Brrrs.—This book contains 628 iymus, all of a suitable kind. It has
been prepared by the Children’s Special Service Mission nf Loadon, and is now bein
largely used, and appears to give general satisfaction, Mauny of the tunes havea g
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swing in them that young people like, and the subjects are well indexed. There are
very few leading children’s hymns missing from this selection.

5, Tur Home axp Scmoor, Hyyxar.—This book is prepaved hy a special
conmmittee of the Praise Committee of the late Free Church of Scotland.  As its title
denotes, it is intended for wse in the home at fanily worship as well as in School and
Mission services. Almost without exception the hymus have been admirably chosen,
and, although eontainiug more than a third fewer hymns than Golden Bells, there are
sufficient to atford ample variety. 1t is prepared in very cheap fornt with clear type,
and tune book revised by Sir Josephh Barnby, and it also has a capital index of subjects.
While thinking very highly of Nos. 3 and 4, your Committee consider the Home and
Nchool Hymma! under the eircnmstances as pechaps the most euitable book for nse
in our Australian Presbyterian Sabbath Hchools. The Committee recommend that
negotiations be opened up with the publishers of the fome aned School FHymnal with the
view of securing that a special cdition for Australia be issued without the existing
proface and with a suitable fore-word for Aunstralia.

. MACRAE STEWART, Convener.

VIIL

REPORT OF GOMMITTEE ON THE RECORD, 1903.

Your Committee are glad to report that the civenlation of the Record is gradually,
though slowly, increasing. Varions improvements have been made by the Publishers in
the appearance of the paper, and much satisfaction has been expressed with these,  Our
great aim is to interest vur scholars in Mission Work, which appeals with special foree
to the young ; and not only the Blissions of our Branch of the Christian Church, but
those of onr other Branches also are brought before the notice of our readers.

But we also seek to make them think of *“ whatsoever things are true, whatssever
things are hononrable, whatsoever things are pure, wlatsoever things are lovely, what-
svever things are of good report.”

And by the aid of pictures we try to render the Magazitie more attractive and more
interesting to our young friends,

We should feel grateful to our Ministers, Supervintendents, and Teachers if they
would bring the Magazine Lo the notice of all the yvung people with whom they come
into contact, sa that it might have a wider scope and a more extensive infuence.

The last Report on the Statisties of the Presbyterian Church of Aunstralia showed
that last year there were within the Commonwealth 71,364 Sabbath Scholars,

As our circulation enly amounnts to 8934, and that includes 417 copies taken by New
Zealand Sabhbath Schools, it will be seen that much tecritory yet remuins 1o be possessed,
and that to multituces of our scholars the Kecord is unknown.

Is it too much (o expect that sonie copies at least of a Magazine published under
the suspices of the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church of Australia may yet
be fonnd in every SBabbatl School connected with our Church? We cannot but think
that if Ministers everywhere hestirred themselves, such a state of things might exist,
and surely, to mention nothing else, it would be a real help to a closer union of the
Churches in the vatious States, that the young people connected with them should be
hound together by the perusal of one Missionary Magazine of the United Clinrch, month
by month, and grow np in the atmogphere of common missionary interests.

The following table will show the circulation of the Fecord in the various States,
and in New Zealand, in July, 1903, as compared with that of June, 1902 :—

1502, 1902. Increase.  Irccrease.

Queensland ... 138 .. 426 ... 288 ..,
New South Wales ... 795 .0 1002 L 207 L ~—
Vietoria 5807 ... 61%0 ... 383 ... ——
Routh Anstralia 432 . 442 .. 10 ... ——
Tasmania . 186 ... 183 ... e ., 3
Western Australia ., 272 ... 274 ... 2 . ——
New Zealand ., 477 ... 41T . e—— 62

8107 6934 890 63
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It will thus be seen that, deducting the decrease in New Zealand and Tasmania, the
net increase over all the States is only 827,

It is gratifying, however, to be able to report an increase thongh it is not so large
a8 we might have desired and expected.

W. §. ROLLAXD, Convener.

IX.

REPORT OF THE YEAR BOOK COMMITTEE, 1903.

Your Committee arc pleased to report that during last year a fairly large circula-
tion was secured for the seond issue of the Year Book. Most of the copies printed were
ut into circulation, although all were not sold, The publishers, Messrs. Arbuckle,
Waddell and Fawckner,deserve every credit for their enterprise and generosity, but it will
‘be impossible for them to continue to serve the Church in the same liberal spirit, unless
seeater activity is show n by aél representatives of Congregations in securing an increased
circalation. Bome representatives have done well --a few exceedingly well ; but others
have done practically nothing. This is not only to be regretted, but deplored ; for the
indifference even of a minority kills many a good canse. If all will do their best for the
Year Book during the coming year, there will be no difficully in placing 5000 copies
in the homes of our people. We urge vepresentatives to take up this matter zealously,
not because the publishers desive it, but in the best interests of the Church ; for the more
information we can give our people about the Charch, the more interest they ave likely
to take in her activities.

It is proposed in the next issue to drop the daily engagement diary, and to substi-
tnte information of a more general and popular character, The price will remain at 6d.
per copy, but postage, perhaps, may have to be charged in addition.

A prospectus giving full information, will be issued in due course and forwarded
2o all Ministers and Secretaries of Churches,

JAMES JACKSON, Convener.

X,

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON STATISTICS.

In presenting a report upon the statistics of the Chnrches under the care of the
General Assembly, the Committee desire to acknowledge their indebtedness to the
Conveners and Statistics Committees of the various State Churches who have conrteously
supplied the material upon which this report is based.

Valuable as the material thus supplied undoubtedly is, it has been found impossible
to base anything like a full report upon it, inasmuch as the practice of the various State
Churches varies so widely in collecting and tubulating statistical matter. The Committee
therefore invite the Assembly to consider the guestion of securing, inso far as the special
cirenmstances of the various Clurches will permit, uniform returns from all the Churches,
In furtherance of this object the Committee sabmit a schedule of questions for the
Assembly’s consideration.

Another factor which helps to vitiate the sonndness of any conclusions based upon
the statistical tables, i3 the fact that the statistical ycar is not the same for all the
States, The Committec would urge upon the Assembly the desirability of securing
aniformity in this direction also.

The avowedly Presbyterian population in the six States under the jurisdiction of the
Assembly at the last census was as follows |

Victoria “ 191,427
New South Wales ... .. 132,617
Queensland ... . 57,442
South Australia ... 18,357
Western Australia ... 14,707
Tasmania ... 11,523

426,073
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It is the business of our figures to tell us what we ave doiog or not duing to develop
and use for Christ and humanity the tremendous possibilities latent in so great a
multitude.  Our forces are organiscd and officered a3 follows :—

I ET PRy EIF'EEJ Efgﬁﬁ-:;iﬁl
S |23| 9 |57582 (575 2% |54 | 252
| - I

Victoria .. .| 254 870 74 h' — = —t—{171] 24/ 69
N. 8 Wales | v70| 00| 630j2013| 107] me2 13s| 30| 11| a5
Queensland... .| 52| 104] 210] 435 3 1| 12
8. Australin 20{- 36| 92| 176 - 13} - "
W, Australin .| 19; *30, 36i 142 = f==r| = 12 i
Tasmamin . .| 24| 65 63 13 | 10
! 539!2041 1856!['_? — | = | 382 a6 130

t Including Home Mission Charges,

This table is fairly complete in its most essential features, And it confirms the
statement, with which we have become so familiar of late years, as to the total
inadequacy of our resonrces in fully-equipped Agents L overtake the work. A little
reflection will convince any onc that our 539 Charges, with even upwards of 2,001
preaching centres, are not sutlicient ta overtake our sparsely-scattered population. But
when we find that only 382 of these (or abovl 0 per cent.) are fully manned, while the
remainder (30 per cent. } are vacant or Home Mission Charges, there is surely occasion
for urgent remedies. It must be noted further, that to occupy the 159 vacant or Home
Mission Charges, there are only 150 Agents. But these are nat all nor always available,
for included wn the number are Professors, (1aol Chaplains, and Students in all stages of
their carcer.  We cunnot do wrong in placing this matter in the first place, for if the
Church is hopelessly nndermanned in its pastorate, what hope ean it have of obeying in
any way the injunction to **lengthen its cords and strengthen its stakes.” In the
Eldership we find that for the whole Church there is an average of 344 Elders to each
Cbarge. Western Australi. ranks lowest with an average of under two, while South
Australia is highest with 46 per Charge. The returua concerning other organisations
and office-bearers are inconclusive.

Ouly secondary to the living Agents are Clurch bnildings and property generally.
It is to be regretted that we cannot state the total value of our ecclesiastical propertics,
but an idea of what has been done in this direction may be gathered from the following

table :—
I

| 3 [ £

Victoria .., .| d84 82,301 — 106,338 -

N. S. Wales o 320 | 50,052 | 7261 53,835 = 185,652

Queensland 1 94 . 12,473 44,644

8. Australia .. 28 4519 7952 23,745

W, Australia = - — 10,905

Tasmania .., S - — 307 | -

Cl9r.220

* The nwnbers are tuken from last year's Report.
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Can we, from these figures, infer anything as to the total value of the properties
involved ? TIn the Retnins we have two clues to help us, Queensland and Tasmania
return the value of their properties as follows : —

Value. Dehit. Insurance.
Queensland £110,000 ...  £12,473 .. £44,644
Tasmania 43,945 ... 5,917

In cne case the total value is nine times the debt, in the other seven times. If we may
use the average multiple 8, and apply it to the total debts of £197,220, we should find
the enormous value of £1,577,760. Of greater importance, however, is the (uestion as
to the seating accommexlation of our Churches. So fav as the figures go, they tell us that
in Vietoria we have over 100,000 souls for whom we do not provide Churceh room, in New
South Wales 80,000, and in South Australia 16,000.

We have now to enguire ag to the services and means of grace supplied and the
reception and use of them by our people. ‘L he information, in 8o far as it cun be collected
and tabulated, iz as follows :—

2 za 2 ZE= =
Victoria o = — 68162 | - 2566 | 1,132 | 1,083
N.S. Wales .. ..|20,082 | 6,078 32,83 | L,s46 | 2,563 | 1,280 | 856
Queensland ... . - — 6,000 649 758 - -
S. Australia ... || ) 538 2,403 165 84 46 T4
W. Australia ... - 104 226 — -
Tasmania, - - 4,604 — -

The principal conclusion to be drawn from these figures, is that the Church seating
accommodation, while so lamentably short of the needs, is well ahead of the demands
af our people.

The following table deals with *‘ Members and Adherents ” :—

Re-
a i g s )
- ﬂg.u ::- Adherents| Adherents| Adwitted &d)m‘t:ted mtl)’\yed Lng:ed Me:;:, hers
holds, | ©ver 6. | under 16. | 18t tne. |carpificate  Certifi-| Dead. | Roll.
! cate.
- | o -
Victoria ... — = — 2,212 1,351 _ — 25,238

New South Wales | 15,482 | 25,265 | 23,740 | 1,433 690 | 472 | 488 | 13,952

Queensland . - - 415 234 - 5,776
South Australia... 252 | #5331 132 42 33 26 1,623
West Australia... - — 106 98 | 100 | 27| 1,002
Tasmania - - — - 1,719

Total... ... - 4,328 = |ty

Two things here deserve something more than a passing comment. The first is the fact
that in one year no less than 4,328 joined the membership of ouwr Church for the first
time. Such a result must surely inspire our gratitude to Almighty (iod that He has
been pleased thus signally to own our work. The second thing js the total membership
of, say, 50,000 in relation to the Preshyterian population of about 420,000, It means
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that something less than one in eight of the professedly Presbyterian population are
Church members, In Vietorin the percentage is higher, and this means that in the other
States, notably the more sparsely-populated ones, it iy considerably lower. Itis a
matter for thanksgiving that we have 50,000 members, and a matter for heart-searching
that the number is not 150,000 at least.

The general finances of the Church scarcely eonme under the scope of this report, but
two items are presented as an indication of the loyalty and liberality of our people in
supporting the ordinances of grace.

Total Revenue

State. Ordimary Stipend.
Purposes.

Victoria ... 106,279 59,553
N. 8. Wales 53,459 37,429
Queensland ... 16,916 8,477
8. Australia ., 4,827 3,524
W, Australia 4,742 3,565
Tasmania ... 3,837
£186,223 £116,383

We now conte to a branch of our work which is at the same time the most important,

the most interesting, and the most encouraging to which the Chureh is called to apply
itself —the welfare of yonth.

Zad | =H @ | <E | g2 | &5 ‘i | 24
Victoria ... 335 | 3780 | 40,008 — — —_ —
N. B Wales ... 307 2096 | 21,060 | 15,083 95 45 1781 23,992
Queensland . 87 835 8634 | 6252 22 12 383 | 10,592
8, Australia ... 29 217 2082 1361 5 6 118 4121
W, Anstralia ,..| 26 159 1781 1177 8 — 205 —
Tasmania -l 42 218 2003 — - —

1046 7325 | 76,568

Such figures are more eloguent than anything which we can add to them, They indicate
that the Church is being made the repository of its young people at the mast susceptible
age. The significance of this is unmistakable, The parents may forsake the Church
themselves, hut it i3 because they have lost faith in themselves and not in the Church.
They believe in the Church, and ask it to care fur their children. Herein lies our great
hope for the future. If by any dulness or neglect we fail to hold the children, future
statisticians will have to record and deplore a steadily-diminishing Church membership.

In this connection one other fact remains to be noted. New South Wales, alone
of all the States, records any work done in the State schools. Under the New Senth
Wales Act, Ministers or their deputies have the privilege of visiting the achools for the
purpose of imparting religious instruction. According to the Returns, this privelege is
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teing used in 100 Charges, the total number of classes regularly held totalling 251.
Public attention has recently been called to this matter by the criticisms of the Minister
for Education, and it is well that the attention of the Assembly should also be directed
to it, seeing Lhat it is a matter of vital momnent to the whole of Anstralia.

In the name of the Committee,

C. A

WHITE, B.A., Convencr.

CENTESIMAL INCREASE OF DENOMINATIONS.
Frox 1891 To 1901 {Crxsus).

Vie. N.8. W, Queensland.
Church of England ... 5.59 23.87 2079
Roman Catholic 8.20 21.04 .07
Preshyterian ... 16.88 21.23 26.24
Methodist ... o 14,07 22.40 58
Congregational . 92.46* 3.00 13,91
Baptists o 1774 26.74 19.46
Centesimal increase of
pepulation 5.34 20.54 26.12
*Decrease.
SUMMARY.

Church of England ..,
Ruman Catholic
Presbytorian
Methodist ...
Congregational
Baptists

Alove General Increase in.
Vie.,, N.S.W., Qland, S.4.
Vie.,, N.8.W,, Q'land.

Vie., N.8.W., Qland, W.A.
All States

Per cent. of membera—

Presbyterian popu-
lation A
Per cent. of S.S.
Scholars to Presby-
terian population ...

Revenue for ordinary
purposes per Presby-
terian population ...

Revenue for ordinary

purposes per Member 4 4 2

Debt per Member
Debt per Presbyterian
pupulation -

Tasmania
Vie.,, N.S.W.,, 8.4, W.A,,
Tasmania.

Vie. N.S.W. Q'land.

13.23 10.52 10.02

20.95 15.88 14.74

£ sad £ a d £ s d

011 1 0 8 0 0 510
316 7 218 6

4 4 0 317 0 2 3 0

011 1 0 7 4 0 ¢4 3

S.A, W.A. Tas,
19.85 205.45 10.13
10.63 235.58 17.50

.83 636.45 18.12
17.64 432,90 45 55
12.25 179.97 23.17
22.61 929.68 43.556
13.16 269.86 19.51

Below General Increase in,

W.A., Tas.
S.A, W.A., Tas.
S.A., Tas.

Vie, N.S.W.,Q'land. S.A,,W. A,
Q'land

B.A. W.A. Tas.

8.84 6.81 14.91
11.34 12,10 17.38
£ s d £ a d. £ s d.
0 563 0635 —
219 5 414 7 -
415 0 1016 0 32 8 0
0 85 014 9 010 3

PROPORTIONS OF DENOMINATIONS TO TOTAL OF POPULATION
OF STATES—{CooHLAN).

Church of England ...
Roman Catholic
Preshyterian
Methodist ..
Congregationalist
Baptist

N.8.W. Vic. Qland.
18911901,  1861-1901.  1891-1901.
414.8 46.6 35.2 35.8 56.2 37.5

.. 25.5 26.0 21.8 22.3 23.6 24.6
W 97 99 147 162 1016 117
9.8 10.3 130152 7.8 9.5

21 1.9 19 15 22 15

b2 1.2 25 28 26 26

W.A Tas.
1891-1901.  1391-1901.

¥

8,

1881-1501,

27.9 30.2 49.7 42.0 49.9 49.6
14.7 14.8 25.3 23.4 17.6 17.9
5.7 82 40 82 66 6.8
19.0 25.5 9.2 13.6 1.7 148
39 3.8 32 25 X1 33
6.5, 6.2, p016,.1.72.2 2.8
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COMMITTEE ON STATISTICS.

DRAFT SCHEDULE.

Preshyterian Church of Australia in the State of........ . .ocoivns
Satistical Returns for year ending......... ....coooveeie ...
+ eess e Breshyteny.,
vy 1Chnges
Charge originated......ccoonv e

Date of Minister's Ordination .....cc,..o o ..oy .. 80d Scettlement .......oeveveen s

Cavrcen Buinprves, &c.

1. No. of (¢) Churches,....... e (BYSchools........., .. (¢) Manses............. {d) Other
property............
2. Debt on (@)} Churches............ {h} Schools............ {c) Manses ...... . .. {d) Any

other debt...............
3. Insurance on {a} Churches............... (b)) Schools ......... ... (¢) Manses..............

() Other properties............
4. Sitting accommeodation of Churches............ Are sittings free? ............ No. of

sittings let............or allocated without rent............
5. What is the present value of (e} Church............ (b} School.........
{c) Manse............. (d) Any other property............

QR ANIZATION,

1. No of, Ellers.......... o
2. No. of Deacons............
3. No. of Managers.... ... ...
4. No. of District of Visitors.., ........
5, No. of Sustentation Fund Collectors... ..... ..
*6, No. of Women's Societies............ Membership............
7. Number of Temperance Societies......... .. Membership............
8. Number of Literatave and Debating Sucieties ........... Membership............
9. Number of Fellowship Associations........... Membership............
10. Number of C.E. Societies............ Membership......... ..
RELIGIOUS ORDINANCES,
I. Number of centres where services are held — (¢} Regularly .................
{0) Occasicnally...... . ...
2 2. Number of services held during the year —(a) On Sundays............ (5) On Week-
AYS, . eieine
! 3, Number of Week-day Prayer Meetings ... ......
4. Average attendance at worship—(a) Morning............. {h) BEvening..........
{¢) Aggregate average at Out-stations,........... {d) at Prayer Meectings............
5. Number of Raptisms............
6. Number or Marriages............
7. Number of Deaths............
r Cavrc MEMBERSHIP, &e.
1. Number of Housebolds under your pastoral care............ How many souls do
they comprise ? ............
2. Number of members on the roll............




3. Admissions—{a) First time........ .. {b) Certificate......... .. (¢} Renewal of
Membership without Certificate ...........
(c) Defection or Removal

4. Removals—{a) Certificate ........
without Certificate ........... (&) Disciplive... ........
5. Non-members over 16 years............ Non-members under 16 yeavs............

WELFARE OF YOUTH.
1. Number of Sabbath Schools —(«), Ordinary............ (b) Mission............
2. Number of Teachers—{a) Mile............ {0) Fenale... .........
3. Scholars envolied—{a) Boys....... ... () Girls............
4. Average aptendance ...
5. Is therca Library ? ... ........ Number of volumes............
6. How many attend (a) the Minister’s Bible Class . ............ {th) any other Bible

7. W hat scheme of Lessons isused ? .. .........

8. How many Public Schools are there within yonr parish? .. ... In how
many of these do you give Religious Instruction? ............

FiNANCTAL,
. Total Ordinary Revenue for Congregational purposes... ..from (a) Collections

...... ... {b) Seat Rents............ {¢) Sustentation Fund...... (d) Eunvelopes,.
{e) any other sonrce............
2. Special Revenne for Congregational purposes............
3. Stipend paid...... - Other Salaries. ........

*4, Amount raised for Home Missions...................
*5. Amount raised for Foreign Missions.
6. Anmount raised for Aged and Infirm Ministers ., ........ P—
7. Amount raiged for Widows and Ovphaes ... ... . .oe

8. Amount raised for Welfare of Youth ., ... . . . ...

3. Amount of 8. School Revenue...oo.oocooniis
10. Anmiount raised for Charitable and Outside Objects...

1). Total Revenne raised by Congregation from all sources a,n(l for all parpuses

* Each State Assembly to fill in its own detuils.

t i.e., Houses in which there may be one or more members or adlierents of the
Chureh, o
Attested by...........c.oooocoei oo oo Minister,

Necretary

or T
Note. —This Schedule should be tilled in and returned 0 ... v e

motelatemstlian... ..... . ... G- -

reasurer.

V.
RETURNS.

{1.} KETURNS To REMIT ON ARTICLE 111, 49 AMENDED :-—

From DPresbyteries.

New SovtR WarLks.-—Approve: Presbyteriss of Bathurst, Goulburn, Hastings,
Hawkesbury, Hunter, llawarra, Merrombidgee, New England, Sydney, Wagga Wagga,
and Young.

I)lsappmves Monaro,
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VICTORIA. ~—Approve : Ballarat, Rendigo, Gippsland, Hamilton, Macedon, Melbourne-
South, Mortlake, FPenola and Wimmera.

QUERENSLAXD. —Approve : Brishane, Maryhovough, Rockhampton, Toowaoniba.

SoutH AUSTRALIA.—Approve : Adelside, Belalie.

Tasmaxis.—Approve : Launceston, Midlands.

WESTERY AUSTRALIA. —Approve: Fremauntle, Goldfields, Perth.

From State Assemhiies.

New Soutn WaLgs, VicTokia, QUEENSLAND, So0TH AUSTRALIY, TasvaNia, and
WESTERY AUSTRALIA—Approve.

{2.) RETURNS TO REMIT ON DESIGNATION OF ASSEMBLIKS.

Irom Preshyteries.

New Sovtd Warks.— Approve generally : Prosbyteries of Bathurst, Goulburn,
Hastings, Hawkesbury, Hunter, Monaro, Murrumbidges, New LEngland, Sydoey,
Wagga Wagga, and Young.

Disapprove : Preshytery of Illawarra, with a view to securing uniformity,
recommencds the Assembly to obtain the advice of the Law Aygent and Procurator
as to the most suitable official designation of the State Assemblies.

VicToria, —Approve : Preshyteries of Ballarat, Beechworth, Bendigo, Gippsland,
Hamilton, Macedon, Maryborongh, Melbourne South, Mortlake, Penola and Wimmera.

Melbourne North suggests—** The Syuod of the Preshyterian Church in Victoria.”

QUEENSLANN, —Approve : Brigsbane, Maryborough, and Teowoomba. Presbytery of
Rockhampton vecommnends ““ That each of the (reneral Assemblies be designated the
Assembly of the State to which it belongs.”

SovTH AvUsTRALTA.—Approves: Belalis. Adelaide approves of the substitution of
the word “Synod” {or Geveral Assembly.

Tasmanta. —Launceston approves of the following ;—*“ That our own be called,
¢ The Tasmanian State Assembly of the Presbyterian Chureh of Australia.””

WesTERNY AvsTRALIA. —Approve : Goldfields and Perth.  Fremantle : ¢ Adopt the
finding of the State Assembly—viz., That inall legal doeuments it is permissible and
advisable to use the title, * The Presbyterian Church of Australia,” with the sub-title
¢ Assembly of [name of State].'”

From State dssembiies.

New Sovra Warnes, VICToRIA, QUEENSLAND, and WESTERN AUSTRALIA—Approve.

SotrTH AvsTRALIA disapproves of the use of the word ‘“ State” for * Local,” and
proposes to substitute the use of “*Synod.”

Taswanta recommends : “ That the Assembly le called The Tasmanian State
Assembly of the Presbyterian Church ot Australia, and that the Assemblies of other States.
be similarly designated.”

(3.) RETURSS TO REMIT ON ARTICLE 1X.

From Preshyteries.

.

New Sovrd Warks.—Approve ; Presbyteries of Bathurst, Goulburn, Hastings,
Hunter, Dllawarra, Monare, New Kngland, Wagga Wagga, and Young.

Clarence approves—“ provided cffective arraugements he made to procure mestings.
of Committee.”

The Presbytery of Sydney approves with these amendments :

Seetion 4, line (2.) After ““Church ” insert * or a Committee in Great Britain and
Ireland, appointed by any of the State Churches for the sclection of Ministers.”

Section B, add (6.) ‘“Should the interval between the arrival of o Minister and the
meeting of the (feneral Assembly exceed twelve months, the Committee is empowered,
after duc enquiry, to receive an ap})licaut- to the full standing of a Minister of the Churel
on the completion of a probation of twelve months.”

VicTor1A. —Approve : Ballarat, Beechworth, Bendigo, Gippsland, Hamilton, Mace-~
don, Maryborough, Mortlake, Penola and Wimmera,

Approve genevally : Melhourne Novth.  Melbourne South suggests that Regulations
for the calling of Ministers from other countries should be added. .
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QuressLanD.—Approve : Brisbane and Toowoomba. Preshytery of Rockhampton
approves, and recommends that the Regulations for the admission of congregations of
other denominaticns which the Presbytery approves of be placed under a separate
heading (D}, and that Presbyteries be instructed to make special inguiry and to satisfy
themselves on the following points :—{ 1.} The unanimity or otherwise of the congre-
gation desiring admission. (2.) The resources of such congregations available for
the maintenance of ordinances; and (3.) The real and other property of such congre-
gations (if any), and the legal elaims (if any) against it.

_Sotrit AusTRALIA.— Approve generally : Presbytery of Adelaide, Belalic and Onka-
paringa.

TasMaN1a, —Approve: Hobart and Lannceston.  Midlands approves with the
suggestion that it is exceedingly undesirable that ministers of other denominations
applying for entrance should be recognised in any way as authorised agents of the
Church prior to the consideration of their claims by the Assembly’s Committee.

WESTERN AUSTRALIA. —Approve : Fremantle, Goldfields and Perth.

From State Assembiies,

New SouvTe WaLks.—Approve, with amendments suggested by the Preshytery of
Sydney.,

VicTorIA,.—Approve, with the suggestion that regulations for the calling of
Ministers from other Churches be added.

QUEENSLAND, SoUTH ACSTRALIA, Tasyavia, and WESTERY AUSTRALIA—Approve,

(4.) RETURNS T0O RECOMMENDATIONS ANENT HVYMNAKY ROYALTIES.

New SorTH Waurs AssemeLy. —Heartily approve of placing the royalty of the
Hymaary along with that fron the other States ina common Fund, towards paying the
travelling expenses of delegates to the General Assembly of Australia.

VicToRIAY Asskyrry.—Diveet that the sum received in royalties be handed over to
the Finance Committee of the Church of Australia, to be held at the disposal of the
General Assembly with the recommendation that the money be used for travelling
expenses of members of the Assembly ; and also to assist young mien to pursue their
studies for the ministry.

QUEENSLAND ASSEMELY.—Approve, with the exception that in the arrar.genments for
payment of the expenses of delegates, the expenses of delegates from this State shonld be
caleulated on the basis of first-class fares.

SovTir AvsTRaLla, TasmaNia, and WESTERN AUSTRALIA approve.

(5.) RETURNS ON OVERTURE ANENT BENIFICTARY FUNDS SURMITTED TO THE STATE
ASSEMBLIES,

NEw Sovtn WiLes,—Resolved to refer the proposal in the Overture to the Widows
and Orphans’ Association and the Aged and Infirm Ministers’ Fund Committee to
consider and report to next Assembly.

VieroriaN AsseMeLy.—That in the opinion of the Assembly the time is not
opportune for the unification of the Benificiary Funds of the United Church.

QUEFNSLAND AsSEMBLY.-—That as the (Queenaland Church had no Benificiary Fund
at present, the Assembly did not feel competent to express any opinion.

SorTH AUSTRALIAN AsseEMBLY reaffirmed its former approval of the Overture.

TasmaNraXx ASSEMBLY,—Approve,

WESTERN AUSTRaALIAN ASSEMELY approves of the South Australian Overture.

{(6.) RETURNS ON REMIT RELATIVE T0 FROCEDUKE IN REGARD TO DISCIPLINE.
From Preshyteries.

v New SotrTe Warks.—Approve: Clarence, Goulbwrn, Hawkesbury, New England,
oung.
Approve generally : Hunter, Illawarra.
Maonaro : Approve, but point out that 35 seems to give a veto to State Assemblies.
Syduoey : Approved, with the following amendments:—
Rule 5. —Delete *“ three days.”
Rule 6 b.—Lelete “orisgross . . . . peace of the Church.”
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Insevt 6 c.—* If the error does seriously affect vital poinus of religion, or if the
condnet be sich as tends to destroy the order, unity, or peace of the Chureh,
the proceedings are to be conducled as hereinafter pravided.”

Kule 7.—Delete “and to give . . . . accordingly.”

Rule 28.—Delete *“an * and substitute “any.”

Rule 31 ¢, Margin.—Dclete ** Sentence for contumacy, &c.” and substitute** Expul-

sion.”
Rule 31.—Transpose sections f and g.
Rule 35. —Delete *nor . . . by it,” and substitute “or by the Judicial

Commission.”

Rule 36, —1elete (Carricd by 18 votes to 6.)

Rule 38. —Delete *¢ Provided . . record.”

Waggea Wagga : Approve, with the following sugyestions :—25, in second line insert
“and” after *“charge ™ ; 4, in first line delete * and subscribed,” and in second line
after ““conrt” insert **and subseribed by the witness” ; 3¢, substitute *‘a Minister”
for ** Ministers,” and make necessary alterations ; delete ** who having been” in first
line and insert. *“ who” afler ** Preshytery ” ; insert ** but” before *“ due® in third last
line, and substitute ** mmst have heen” for * having been ” in second last line ; 33,
substitute ““a Ticentiate” for * Licentiates,” with necessary alterations; 36, omit
“hut” in second last line ; schedule 2, substitute * has® for having ™ in tiest and
thind lines, insert ** whereas ” alter “and” in second line, delete ““which” in fourth
line and insert “‘and whereas said Presbytery ”; schedule 3, substitute ¢ has” for
* having.”

Vieroxris.— Approve generally : Beechworth, Macedon, Melbonrne North.
Approve : Ballarat, Bendigo, Geelong, Hamiiton, Mortlake, Penola and Wimmera,
tiippsland : Approve, except 33, which think too severe,

Melbonrne Bouth : Approve, with fallowing amendments :—4, omit “or an Elder ™
““and the Elder shall be snspended from office™; 10, add * the Minutes of the
preliminary inquiry shall be kept in a separate® 3 13, add *¢ against this resolution the
acceused or any member of the Court may appeal to the Judicial Commission of the
{General Assembly of Australia ™ ; 16, after *“writing” insert *“aml may also be heard
in support of his objections ” ; 22, for ** members” substitute ¢ persons subjeet to this
Jurisdiction” ; 25 (5, add ** at this stage the case may be referred to the Judicial Com-
mission of the Geoeral Assembly of Australia®; 31, omit (¢} * expulsion” s 32, omit
*expulsion” ; 33, after *‘ Australia” insert ““or by the State Assembly under whose
Jurisdiction the eentence was pronowneed,” and in the last line omit ** and approved by
1t”; 38, omit * provided that.”

QUEKNSLAND.—Approve ; Maryhorough, Tuowoontba.

Brishane : Approve, but suggests insertion of the words “ and if” after the word
““charge” in 25

Rockhampton : Approve, with following amendments (—

2, Transpose ““ (1Y and ** (27 ; and add to **accuser or aceusers” in (2) ** having
the right of aceess to such conrt.”

4. Add to *‘accusation ” the words “* involving a question of Jife or doctrine” ; for
““he sugpended from otfice” substitute  de facto cease Lo discharge the duties of the
eldership.”

5 For “three ” say “seven™; after * notice” insert **in writing.”

6. After “*doctrine, or™ insert “of *; () after * conference should” insert *“if
considered expedient ™ ; after ““accused and” insert ‘‘such’; after *“ may he” insert
‘“deemed advisable™ ; (#) after *f error ” substitute **be ” for *is™; after * conduct”
substitute *is” for *“ he,”

7. For “feouneil ” substitute ““submit™ or *“ present ” ; after * be held © substitute
“tobe” for **as”; for ** and dealt ” say < and be dealt.”

8. For ‘“institute an inquiry” substitute *fo inquire jute the relevancy and
gravity of the charge™ 1 after ** ten days ™ iusert ** after citation.”

. For **is frivoloms or unsupported” say *‘is irrelevant or frivolous™ ; aftec
*accused is” in line four insert ** de facto,”

12. Print *‘apparently ” in italies; for *“is” substitute “shail be”; delete from
““aither” to ‘* presence ” inclusive.

13 For *continues” say ** continue 7 ; hetween *“ charge” and ‘“involves” omit
““ the case may be, if 7 and insert ‘ and the Court having heard him in explanation
decide that it 7 ; after *“rebnke ” insert *¢ the case may.”

14. For **is forthwith ” substitute ‘‘shall be forthwith.”

16. After ** allegation ” delete ** of fact.”

18. Yor *“time,” in line 2nd, substitute ' period™; after **for the accused to™
aubstitute ‘“ within which point the accused may ” ; for *' further time” suy *“ date.”

19. Delete from *“ either ” to *“or ™ in line 2nd. -
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20. For lines 3rd, 4th and 8th, substitute ‘¢ accuserd person in writing in form, &e.,
on such day.”

21, After **or by ” insert * an ofticer of the Court.”

22, Delete from *“ members” to “* case.”

E’.;').”After ‘“charge” insert “*and it has pevertheless” ; after “‘relevant” insert
¢ Lhen.

5. Before * law,” in line 10, insert ** civil,”

30. Add *“‘and the acecused is restored to ottice,”

31, (¢) To ““privilege” add *'and office” ; after ‘'has™ add ‘¢ has been guilty of
open and heinous sin, and bas thereby.” (d) Delete ¢ hecause embodied in™ {¢) ag
suggested above. (y) New order suggested. ()} To ** privilege ” add ““and office.” (¢)
After ‘‘cxpulsion” add *'This sentence is pronounced on accomnt of persistent
contumacy.”

32 Ta read as follows :—* None of the foregning sentences shall be inflicted unless
as the issue of u judicial process and in the case of deposition and excommunication
only as the issue of such process with libel.” ¢¢The sentence of expulsion wmay be
inflicted summarily in cases of aggregated and persistent contutnacy aftec full
consideration by the Court.”

R3. Substitute ** The dissolution of the pastoral tie does not follow the sentence of
suspension from ottice, unless declared hy a resolution of the Court.”

34. Substitute ¢ In cases in which the pastoral tic has not heen dissolverl, suspension
fruom office can be removed only by the Presbytery that adjudicated in the case, or on
appeal, by a superior Court,” ** In cases in which the dissolution of the pastoral tie has
followed on suspension, the removal of the snspension and reponcment are competent
anly for the dssembly of the State in which the Presbytery is situated, or on appeal for
the (teneral Assembly.”

33. For ** Gieneral Assembly of Australia, &c.,” substitute ‘* Assembly of the State
in which the Presbytery is situated, and cannot be employed outside such State until
the suspension is removed.”

38. For “provided ” to “public” snbstitute ‘“but a request by the acensed person
that the matter be dealt with in public may be granted.”

SovTi AUSTRALIA.—Approve : Onkaparinga.
Approve generally ; Adelside, Belalie.

Taspiania.— Midlands : Approve, with suggestion of Rules in regard to adherents,
specially those whuo are members of a Board of Management,
Approve : Launceston.

WEST AcyrraLIa,—Approve : Goldfields and Perth,

From State Assemblies,

New SorTd WaLes.—Approve generally.

VicToria.—Approve, with the following amendments :—4, omit *“ or an Elder”
aud *“the Eller shall be suspended from oftice” ; 10, add ¢ The minutes of the pre-
liminary inquiry shall be kept in a separate record”; 13, add '* against this resclution
the accused or any member of the Court may appeal to the Judicial Commission of the
t3cneral Assembly of Awstralia”; 16, after “writin%” insert ‘“and may also be hearid
in support of Lis objections ” ; 22, for ¢ members” subsiitute ¢ persons subject to the
jurisdiction ” ; 23 (5) add “*at this stage the case may be referred to the Judicial Com-
mission of the General Assembly of Australia”; 32, omit ‘fexpulsion”; 35, after
¢+ Australia” insert “‘or by the State Assembly under whose jurisdiction the sentence
was pronounced,” and in the last line omit *‘and approved by it™ ; 38, omit *¢ provided
that.”

QUEENSLAND, —Approve.

SoUTH AUSTRALIA.—Approve gencrally, with this reservation, that the representa-
tives of this Assembly be authorised to endeavour to secure, when the matter is under
consideration of the (reneral Assembly, some alterations in these Rules, especially those
bearing on tendering evidence,

TasmaxNta and WESTERN AUSTRALTA—Approve.

(7.) RETURNS ON REMIT RELATIVE T STANDING ORDERS.
From Preshyteries.

New SovtH Warnes.—Clarence : Approve, with exception of conduct of debate.
Approve : Goulburn, Hawkesbury, Hunter, New Lngland,: Young.
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Illawarra : Approve generally, with exception of mode of making amendmenis and
double vote for Conveners.

Monaro : Approve, with following suggestions :—12, omit ‘¢ on eutering or retiring
from the House ™ ; 46, suggest provisions for taking vote by ballot; 81, omit.

Sydney : Approve, with following amendments :—2, line 1, for ““a” read ‘an
immediately 7 ; 3, Tines 3, 6 and &, after *“whom” insert * at least” ; 7, line 2, delete
¢“and—others”; 12, line 3, delete ‘“make their™; 13, line 2, after ** first ” insert
“ Bederunt” ; 15, line 2, delete * so do” ; 19, line 1, after ‘' alond” insert *f with-
out remark” ; 21, line 2, for **with the” read ‘*by ™ ; 23, line 1, after ** by ” insert
“unanimons” ; 28, line 3, delete *‘ with——seconderc™ ; 37, line 4, after ““any” insert
¢ judicial 7 ;

38h. Insert *° When a motion consists of more clauses than one, they shall be
debated and put to the Housc seriatim ™ ;

39.Bd];ine 2, * and until such amendment is disposed of no other amendment shall be
propos ;

40-42 delete ; 44, lines 14 and 15, delete ‘¢ except—-reply ” ; 54, place after 39 ;.
46, line 5, ald ** or (5) to move the adjournment of the debate” ; 74, lines 3 to 7, delete
“ but carried™ ; 76, lines 3 to 6, delete *funless discussion™ ; 79, line 3, for
*“House " read ** Chair” ; 81, delete: 87, line 1, after ““Chairman” insert * and the
Clerk ” ; 105, lines 2 and 3, delete **if. case” ; 106, delete.

Wagga Wagga : Approve, with following amendments :—(6) Insert < Kirk " before
““Session '; 33, transpose clanses to correspond with 56; 38, transpose (2)and
{3); 46, in sceond last clause substitute ‘““and” for first *“or”; 113, in third line
substitute ** Assembly ” for ‘“ Assemblies” ; and in last line delete < General or State
Assemblies” ; 117, in first line insert *‘and ™" after ¢ question.”

Victoria.—Approve generally ; Beechworth, Macedon, Melbourne North.

Approve : Ballarat, Bendigo, Geelong, Hamilton, Maryborongh, Melbourne South,
Mortlake, Penola, Wimmera,

Gippsland : Approve, but suggest the omission of 12 and of *“nor can he move
another amendment” from 36.

QUEENSLAND.—RBrishane ;: Approve, but suggest omission of *“on™ after ““ infringes ”
in 19, and of ““and” after ¢ speaker ™ in 79.
Approve : Maryborough, Toowoomba.

SovrH AUSTRALLA.—Approve : Adelaide, Belalie, Onkaparinga.

Tasmaxia.—Launceston : Approve, but snggest amendment on 3, *“If a quorum be
not present at the hour for which a meeting has leen called, the Moderator shall have
power to adjourn until such a time as, in his opinion, a quorum can be secured.”

WestT AUSTRALIA.—Approve : Goldfields, Perth.

REPLIES OF STATE ASREMELIES TO THE RESOLUTION RELATIVE TO STANDING ORDERS,

New SBovTn WALES.— Approve, with the substitution of the amendments of the
FPreshytery of 8ydney on Rules 38 to 42 and Rule 36.

VICTORIA. —Approve.
QUEENSLAXD.—Approve.
SorTH AvsrrRaLia, Tasmaxii, and WESTERN AUSTRALIA—Approve,

JAMES S. LAING, D.D,

Senior Clerk.




GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF AUSTRALIA EXPENSES FUND ACCOUNT.

Dx. 3157 JULY, 1903. Ck.
DISBURSEMENTS, £ s d RL(,LIPTS. £ s d
)[eeta'ug in Melbourne, Srptember, 1902. By Balance ... . . 41 0 6
T'o Expenses in Melbonrne— »w Proportion of E.vj;-eme» fmm—
To Printing Standing Orders [Rae Bros. ) poEen2 8B Vietorian Church ... .. £40 0 0
,, Officer and Assistant e 4 00 New South Wales Church 40 ¢ 0
,» Organist ... Sp 30 O South Australian Churcl 13 6§ 8
. Printing (Rae Brothels) 7°9 @ Queensland Church 13 6 R
,» Advertising Agre, £3 2s.; A?gus £2 105, 6d.. 6 1 & Tasmanian Church... 13 6 8
»y Wne 3 gt (N R 1) West Australian Church ... I o0 90
s Stationery .. 05 0 — 130 0 0
,» Postages 3 86 sy Collection taken at Meeting in Melbourne, September 1902 AR
.» DPetties 1 8 0
2810 0
.y Kzxpenses Editing Year Book—
Rev. James Jackson .. . 7 86
ss Expenses Convener Fureng'n Missions Board—
Rev. T. R. Cairns—Travelling 5 0 9
Postages ... 019 &
Cable to Moravian Board 019 4
—_— 6 18 10
,» Printing Blue Book . 3814 6
,» Printing Kxtract Report Congrega.mona.l Umnn 115 0
sy Carriage Clerk’s Box ... 010 0
,» Advertising, Messenger ... 012 0
,» Telegram .. -~ 0 214l
,» Postages .., 11 4 9
,» Hanorarinm C]erk we 30 0 0
- M Assistant Clerk -1 29§ © [0
— 50 00
4» Balance .. 2311 1
£179 7 7 £179 7 7
| ——— FERCE TS
By Balance ... o 5 o son o 1
Examined and fonnd correct,
CHAS. E. LITTLE, F.S.I.A.,
Sydney, 1st August, 1903, Official Auditor, Presbyterian Church of New South Wales,

Gél




GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF AUSTRALIA, TRAVELLING EXPENSES ACCOUNT.

Dr. z1st JULY, 1903. Cr.
DISBURSEMENTS, % e Gk 1 RECEIPTS £ s d.
Ta Paid Travelling Expenses to Meeting in By Amount received from Church Hymnar\ Rn}a]t) _
Melbourne, September, 19(12— Account ... 7 . e 142 7 4
Moderator (Right Rev. Dir. Hay) oy S8 180 i
Ex-Moderator {Rev. Dr. Meiklejubn) ... 12 0 0
Clerk {Rev. Dr. Laing) ... 318 0
Victorian Representatives 2 oM ()
New South Wales 44 13 0
South Australian - 910 6
Queenshind i 37 15 6
Tasmanian ) 51t 11
West Australian - 911 3
—_— 142 0 2
,» Postagea... I -
£142 7 4 £142 7 4
ﬁ_
CHURCH HYMNARY ROYALTY ACCOUNT—PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF AUST.
Dr. 31sT JULY, 1928. Ck.
DISBURSEMENTS. et i RECEIPTS. £ s d
To Amount paid for Travelling Expenscs to Meeting of By Royalties receiverl per—
Yeneral Assembly in Melhourne, beptembet, 190‘.3, Victorian Church, to March, 1903 .. M8 )Y 6
as per sepnmte account . . 142 S 3 New South Wales Church 'y N -~ ... 160 3 10
»» Balance.. .. 48 w48 1 || South Australian Church . 19 110
Queensland Church, to March, 1902 60 18 3
Tasmanian Church e 1 8 @
£690 11 5 £090 11 5
By Balunce L ] ... K548 ¢ 1
ASSEMBLY OF AUSTRALIA EXPENSES FUND ACCOUI\T i
sist JULY, 1903. Cr.
| By Luntrlbutlona, May—July, 191ll ) £41 16 0
“SUSPENSE ACCOUNT.
‘ March 31—Amount received from Presbyterian Church of

England for Mission Work in Bush ... £20 0 0

Examined and found correct.
CHAS. E. LITTLE, F.5.1LA.,
Sydney, lst August, 1903, Official Auditor Presbyterian Church of New South Wales.
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