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GENERAIL ASSEMBLY

OF THE

Presbpterian hneely of Anstralia.

Right Rev. the Moderatar :
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23 York Sueet, Sydney.




GENERAL ASSEMBLY

OF THE

Preshipterian @hneely of Aunstralion,

THE THEOLOGICAL HALLS,

Seril i
ORMOND COLLEGK, MELBOURYNE. ¥

Professor of Christian Philosophy and Apologetic and New Testament Ureek Exogesis—
Rev. J. Lavresce Rextoun, D.D.

Professor of Church History and Systematic Theology—REv. M. MacpoNarn, D.D.
Professor of Hebrew and Old Testament Exegesis—HRev. ALeNaNDER SKENE, MLUA.
“*Wilson” Lecturcr on Elocution—Rxv. Epwarn Rorxr, DA,

ST. ANDREW’S COLLEGE, SYDNEY.

Professor of Hebrew aml Exegetical Theology of (Md Testament ~Rev. Asverw
Haxrex, D10

Professor in Apologetics and Ethics—Rev. Joux Kiskoss, D.D.
Lecturer in Exegetical Theology of New Testament—REev, Grorcr MacINags, D.D.
Lecturer in Histovical Theology—Rev. THosas E. Crouvstox, D.D.
Lecturer in Systematic Theology—Rev. W. M. D Macky, D D.
¢ Steel ™ Lecturer in Pastoral Theclogy— Rev, Joxy WaLker (1906).
Lectluver in Ecelesinstical T.aw and Procedure—Jony (rakraNDp, Esy., M.A., LL.B.
EXAMINERS:
FOR ENTRANCE EXAMINATION.
Scripture aud Catechism—Revs. J. F. Macrak and A. Strakr Mclook, B.A.
English— Revs. A. R. Qupoxx, Mj,, and W, J, Hovur, M. A.
Hebrew—Revs. J. V. McNatk and Davip Smimir, MUAL
Greek—REvs, D, Parox, D.D,, and D. M. Barxer, B. AL
History—REva G. Davivson, M. A., and D‘. MACRAR %11:\\'1«}:‘1‘.
Logic and Philosophy—Rzvs, Jonx Ginray, B.1)., and F. E. Oxer, Ii. 1%
FOR EXIT EXAMINATION.
Theology— Ri:nr Rev, T MovkraTor (P, J. Moenpocn, M.A ) and Rev. . Avip, MLA.
Charch History— REvs, 8. Frasex, M. A., and R. Scorr West,
New Tastament Gireek— Ryvs. J. Gitrars, B.D, and R, E. Davizs, B A,
Hebrew —Revs. J. Cosut B.D., awd Hucn M. Burys, LD
Apologetics— REv, W. G. Macoxoemr, M. A, and R. ;. Macinryie, B.L.

The Examination Board consists of the Examiners and the College Conunittee, with
the Professors and Lecturers, memhers ¢ afficio,




NOTAND A.

Special attention is directed to the following
matters:-—

DATE of Meeting of next General Assembly—At Sydney, on
Wednesday, 26th September, 1906, at 7 pm.

REMITS—
To STATE ASSEMBLIES AND PRESEYTERIES.

Addition to Article VIIL . Minute 87
Appointment of [Foreign Mission Agent ... Minute 96

Home and Toreign Mission Agents being ex officio
Members ... ... Minute 56

To COMMITTEE ON NOMINATION OF MODERATOR.

Official Designation of Morlerator : Minute 72

Toe PUBLIC QU ESTIONS COMMITTEE

Manual of Presbyterianism Minute 33 p.

To SPECIAL COMMITTEE.

Overture on Rightful Subjects of Baptiam Minute 24 p.







Preshpterian Chnrely of Australia.

MINUTES

OF THE

PROCEEDINGS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH OF AUSTRALIA.

SESSION FOURTH.

At Melbourne, and within the Assembly Hall, Colliny-street, on Wednerday,
the 20th doy of September, 1905, at 7 p.am.

1. THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY of the Presbyterian Church of ogening ot
Australia convened.  Public worship was conducted by the Right A"
Rev. the Retiring Moderator (Dr. Bruce), who preached from John
vii. 48.  After sermon, the Assembly was constituted with prayer
by the Moderator.

2. THE RoLL of Assembly, as printed in the White Book, was Roll tabled.
laid on the table, declared of inferine authority, and ordered to be
finally adjusted after the confirmation of the Minutes to-morrow
morning.

3. THE MODERATOR, having intimated that the Moderator and Modeyaie
the ex-Moderators of the General Assembly, and the Moderators of ;
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the State Assemblies, had agracd to nominate for the Moderator's
Chair the Rev. P. J. Murdoch, M.A., Minister at Camberwell, Mel-
bourne, the Rev. John Ferguson movad :—That Mr. Murdoch’s
nomination be sustained, and that he be elected Moderator of this
Assembly. The motion was szconded by the Rev. Dr. Meiklejohn,
and carried on the voices.

Mr. Murdoch was conducted to the Chair, and delivered a suit-
able address.

4. THE JUNIOR CLERK read a letter from the Senior Clerk, ad-
dressed to Dr. Bruce, the retiring Moderator, mtimating that his
sight was not yet sufficiently stkong to enahle him to read and write
with comfort, and asking leave of absence for this Session.

The leave asked was granted, and thz Assembly instructed the
Jumor Clerk to convey by telegram to Dr. Laing its sympathy and
its prayer for the full restoration of s sight.

5. ON THE motion of the Rev. Dr. Meiklejohn, duly seconded,
the Assembly resolved :-——That cordial thanks be given to the ex-
Moderator for the thoughtful and appropriate sermon preached by
him at the opening of the Assembly, and also for his abundant
labours in the service of the Church during his term of office.

6. IT WAS AGREED that after Thursdav the hours of meeting
for this Session be :—>Morning Sederunt, 11 a.m. to 4.30 p.m., with
an interval of an hour, 1 p.m. to 2 p.m.; Evenng Sederunt, 7 p.m.
to 10 p.m.

7. THE FOLLOWING were appointed the Business Commttee
for the Session, with instructions to meet each day at
the close of the Morning Sederunt ({.30 p.m.) :—The Rev. R. G.
Macmtyre (Convener), the Junior Clerk, the Revs. R. Scott West, J.
Walker, Dr. Metklejohn, A. Stewart, J. Lundie, W. Gray, J. Hever,
H. C. Matthew ; and Messrs. W. Wood, J. M. Campbell, R. J. Shilli-
day, W. J. Hill, and George Kerr.

8. THE FOLLOWING were appointed a Committee of Selection to
nominate Assembly representatives on the Judicial Commission, the
Board of Missions, and the Standing Committees :(—Rev. Dr. E.
Gray (Convener), Revs. Dr. Clouston, J. Paterson, J. T. Roberison,
G. Ewan, H. C. Matthew ; and Mr. W. Affleck, Hon. J. Balfour,
Messrs. Alex. Maves, Thos. Mitchell, [D. Storrer.
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The Committee of Selection was mstructed to meet to-morrow
{Thursday) at § a.m., and to give in the names proposed by; noon.
It was agreed that additienal nominations may be received up to the
close of Thursday evening's Sederunt, and that a ballot (if
required) be taken on Friday at 2 pm. The following were ap-
pointed Scrutineers of the ballot, with instructions to prepare the
voting papers :—Revs. R. E. Davies, W. H. Ash, and Mr. W, Wood
and Dr. Macfarland.

9. THE ASSEMBLY adjourned to meet to-mmorrow at 10 a.m. for
the observance of the Lord’s Supper, and at 11 a.m. for the trans-
action of business, whereof public intimation having been given, the
Sederunt was closed with prayer.

SECOND SEDERUNT.

At Metborrne, and wwithin the dssembly Hddl, Collins-street, one Thursdey, the
218t day of September, 18035, ol 10 ttan.,

10. THE MEMBERS of the Assembly united in a Communion Ser-
vice, conducted by the Moderator, assisted by Rev. R. G. Macm-
tyre, B.D., and Rev. R. W. Rock.

11. AT the conclusion of the Service the Assembly was consti-
tuted with prayer by the Moderator.

12. THE MINUTES of the First Sederunt were read and con-
firmed.

13. THE Onal adjustment of the Roll was postponed, and Pres-
byteries which have not sent in complete returns were instructed to
meet and appoint additional representatives, and report before the
close of this Sederunt.
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14. THE REv. DRr. J. G. PATON was appointed a member ea UrJ. G Paton

officio of this Assembly.

18. Tue PETITIONS of the Rev. J. H. Macgoun, W. A. Hobson,
Charles D. P. Taylor, 3. McFarlane, and the Petition of the Rev. R.
A. Redmond and the Reference from the State Assembly of New
Scuth Wales were remitted to the Committee on Reception of Min-
1sters, with instructions to report to a future Sederunt.

a member
v-officio,

Petitions
remitterl to
Conunittees.
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The Petitions of Messrs. H. M. Ogiivie, G. Cranston, J. C. Gib-
son, J. Anderson, J. T. Kelly, J. F. Sims, W. Tulloch, F. I. A.
Schloeffel, T. V. Charlton, Wilhlam Bett, Joseph H. Lee, R. B.
Garner, Horatio ¥Sullivan, Richard B. Osborne were remitted to
the College Committee, with instructions to report to a future
Sederunt.

16. THE REPORT of the Selection Committee was received, and
ordered to be posted in a prominent place or places.

17. THE REPORT on Home Missions was submitted by the Rev.
J. Ferguson, Jomt-Convener. The Report was received.

The Assembly went into Committee of the Whole to consider
the Scheme for the training of Home Missionaries, the Moderator
as Chairman, and the Clerk as Clerk.

The Assembly resumed and the Clerk reported that the Scheme
of Training of Home Mission Agents had been passed as follows :—

1. That the Agents who are to be admitted to this special course of training
be men who are over twenty-three years of age, approved of as to attainments,
gifts, and Christian consistency by the State Assembly having proper juris-
diction, and accepted by the General Assembly of Australia.

3. That such accepted Agents shall devote themselves to a preliminary
course of training, and (1) within four vears from date of their acceptance by
the General Assembly pass (a) the Matriculation examination of a recognised
University, or (b} the Senior Public Examination in connection with such
University, and, also within the same period, attend and pass at least four
University classes approved of by the General Assembly’s College Committee,
or {2) pursue a course of study, with annual examination, for four years
under direction of the General Assembly's College Committee on such sub-
jects and text hooks as are approved by the said Committee.

3. That during the course special attention shall be given to the contents
of the FEnglish Bible, to English Language and [.iterature, Logic, Mental and
Moral Philosophy. and Iistory.

4. (a) That those who pass either of the authoriscd courses shail be
eligible as candidates for entrance to one of the Theological Halls of the
Church, and shall be examined on all the subjects of the syllabus, save Latin.
Greek and Hebrew; (b} but where there is no Theological Hall within the
State, and attendance at either of the existing Halls is, in the opinion of the
College Committee, impracticable, it shall be in the power of the College
Committee to appoint a special course of study with periodical examinations
in Theological, Biblical, Historical, and Apologetical subjects.

5. That during the recess of the Hall the Agents shall as far as possible
be provided with work in their respective States,

6. That after. finishing their course and passing the Exit Examination,
save in Greek and Hebrew, they shall serve in the State in which their pre-
liminary training was given for a period of at least three years.
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7. That, where any dispute shall arise as to the States named in Clauses
5 and 6, it shall be determined by the Home Mission Committee of the
General Assembly of Australia.

It was moved by the Rev. John Ferguson, and seconded by the &"ﬂ;’:‘éa,)
Rev. W. D. Fairbairn :—That the Report from the Committee of the

Whole be adopted, with the exception of par. (b} of sec. (4).

It was moved as an amendment by the Rev. A. Stewart, and Motion.
seconded by the Rev. J. V. McNair :—That all the words after the
word “ Report ” be omitted, with a view of inserting the words “ be
approved of, with the addition of New Testament Greek to the list
of subjects mn par. 3.7

The amendment was rejected on a division, the numbers bemng
4% for and 50 agamst.

The motion was approved.

Paragraph (b) of Section 4 was approved, and the Business
Committee mstructed to prepare a Remit thereanent.

It was also agreed to send the whole Scheme to Presbyteries for
their information.

It was moved by the Rev. A. Stewart, and seconded by the Rev. Amendment
J. V. McNair :—That the question of the omission of New Testa-
ment Greek be remitted to Presbyteries and State Assemblies.

The motion was rejected.

18. THE REV. W. FRASER gave notice of his Intention at a PR
future Sederunt to move :—That the General Assembly of the Pres- Res. W. Fraser.
biterian Church of Australia heartily support the anti-Opium move-
ment, and, in view of the terrible physical and moral degradaltion
tnat invariably attends the habitual use of the drug, strongly urge
the Commonwealth Government to introduce legislation to prohibit
the importation of opium save for medicinal purposes.

19. THE Board of Management of the Ascot Vale Congregation Hoard of
apphed for authority to meet this evening. The authority was tbnt:tn-iimm
granted.

20. THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY adjourned to meet at 7 p.m., Adjournment.
which having been publicly intimated, the Sederunt was closed with
prayer.
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THIRD SEDERUNT.

At Melbowrne, and within the dssembly Hall, Colling-street, nn Thursday, the
21at ey of September, 1903, at 7 p.m.

21. THE ASSEMBLY met pursuant to adjournment, and was con-
stituted with reading the Scriptures, and prayer by the Moderator.

22. THE REPORT of the Business Committee, with the order of

. busiess for Friday, was submitted by the Convener of the Business

Committee, and approved.

23. THE LETTER of the Rev. G. Ewan, Convener of Home Mis-
sion Committee of Queensland, anent services at Thursday Island,
was received, and remitted to the Home Mission Commauttee, with m-
structions to report to a future Sederunt.

24. THE ASSEMBLY resumed consideration of the Report on
Home Missions.

Tt was moved by the Rev. J. Ferguson, and seconded by the
Rev. Dr. Meiklejohin :—That the Assembly

Express gratification that the returns from the several States
furnish considerable grounds of encouragement; that the Home
Mission Committees show such zeal in furthering the extension of
Christ's Kingdom ; that so many agents labour with praiseworthy
diligence and loyalty, especially amid the trying difficulties of the
sparselyv-peopled areas.

Commend the claims of the Churches of Queensland, South
Australia, Tasmania, and Western Australia upon the sympathy and
support of the stronger Churches of New South Wales and Victona.

Convey cordial thanks to the Home Churches for their generous
provision of men and money to Queensland and Western Australia,
and express the hope that assistance so valuable in the urgent need
of those Churches will be continued.

The Rev. H. C. Matthew, of Western Australia ; the Rev. G.
Ewan, of Queensland ; the Rev. A. R. Osborn, of Tasmania ; the
Rev. R. Mitchell, of South Australia ; the Rev. D. A. Cameron, of
Victoria ; and the Rev. Dr. Clouston, of New South Wales, address-
ed the Assembly on Tome Mission Work in their respective States.

The Moderator, on bzhalf of the Assembly, thanked the speak-
ers for their addresses.

The motion was approved.
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25. THE REv. DR. MEIKLEJOHN gave notice of his intention at a
future Sederunt to move :—

That with the view of giving effect to Article X. of the Articles
of Agreement, which provides that reports of a full and delnite kind
shall be forwarded to the General Assembly from each State As-
sembly on all matters pertaining to the work and wellare of the
Church, including Home Missions, Sabbath Schools, and the State
of Religion and Morals, a Standing Committee be appomted to re-
ceive these reports and bring them before the Assembly ; that this
Committee be named the Sabbath School and State of Religion
Committee, and that the Moderator be Convener.

26. THE ASSEMBLY adjourned to meet to-morrow at 11 a.m.,
which having been publicly intimated, the Sederunt closed with
prayer.

FOURTH SEDERUNT.

At Melbowrne, wied within the dssemdbly Hall, Collins-stieet, on Friday, the

22nil duy of Septendher, 1903, ut 11 ane

27, THE ASSEMBLY met pursuant to adjonrnment, and was

constrtuted with reading the Scriplures, and prayer by the Modera-
tor.

28. THE MINUTES of the Second and Third Sederunts were read
and confirmed.

29. APOLOGIES for absence were received from the Rev. Dr. D.
Paton, Dr. Hay, Messrs. T. W. Fleming, J. Murray, and the Pro-
curator.

30. THE REv. j. T. ROBERTSON gave notice of his intention,
when the Report of the Sabbath School Hymnary Committee 1s be-
fore the House, to move :—

That the Assembly re-affirms the resolution of the Assembly of
1902, as to the urgent need of a Hymn Book for our Sabbath
Schools ; affirms the desirability of the compilation, under the
authority of the Assembly, of an Australian Sunday School Hymn
Book ; mstructs the Committee to give special consideration to this
proposal, and to obtain full and detailed information as to its prac-
ticability ; and empowers the Committee, 1if they see fit, to proceed

Notice of
Metion @
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Adjournment,

Assewnbly.
constituted.
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with the work of compilation, with the view of being 1 a position to
submit a definite proposal to next meeting of the General Assembly.

31. THE ROLL was finallv adjusted, and sustained as
follows :—

NIEW SOUTH WAL,
TLECTED BY PRESBYTERINS.

PRESBYTERY OF BATHURST,

Rev. David Baird Dr H. Kirkloul
Alexander Clark Mr. W, Shaw
8. G. Crawford, M.A. James Simmonls
PRESBYTERY OF THE CLARKENCE.
Rev. M. Kirkpatrick, B A, Mr. James Jolly
J. Beith Wilson, B.A. Donald Shearer

PRERBYTERY OF GOULBURN.

PRESBYTERY OF THE IIASTINGS.

Rev, J. Herd Tervas My, John Bryson
G. M. Torbett ———

PRESUYTERY OF THE HAWKESBURY.

Rev. James McKee My James Angus
James Cameron, D.D, J. Knox
John Paterson A. Sutherland

PRESBYTERY OF 'WHE HUNTER.

Rev. Johu D, Brown Mr. G. A. Mackay
James 8. Laing, D.D. William 8. Peuder
A. Stuart McCook, B A, W. T, Seaward, B.A,

PRESBYTERY OF ILLAWARRA.
Rev. D. M. Barnet, B.A. | Mr. Charles Cameron

PRESBYTERY OF THE LACHLAN,
Rev. George Paul f Mr. Thomas Brown, M.P.

PRESHYTELRY OF MONARO.

Rev. J. L. Forbes, B.D. | Mr. J. C. Ryrie

PRESRYTERY OF THE MURRUMBIDGEE.
Rev John J. Tharp ! Mr. James Watson

‘0



Rev

Rev.

Rev.

Rev.

RQ‘.\',

. William H. Ash

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF AUSTRALIA.

PRESBYTERY OF NEW KENGLAND.
Rev. A. P. Cameron, B. A,

James Love

Mr. W, 8, Johnstone
Alexander Mitchell

PRESBYTERY OF SYDNEY,

David Bruce, D D,

T. E. Clouston, D.D,
Robert E. Davies, B.A.
John Ferguson

George MacInnes, D.D.
1. G. Macintyre, B.D.
C. H. Talbot

John Walker

Mr. John A. Aitken
J. Pawson, M.A.
Dr. Storie Dixson
Mr. Wulter G. Geikie
Colonel Goodlet
Mr. John Mclntyre
John Marden, L1.D.
John Mays
William: Wood

PRESBYTERY OF WAGGA WAUGGA,

-. Charles Bell |

My, Peter Bell Muonro

PRESBYTERY OF YOUNG,

Ewing J. Thomson t

Mr. W. W, Twigg

ELECTED RY 1HE STATE ASSEMBLY.

J. Kemp Bruce

John Burgess, M.A.
James Cosh. B.D.

T S. Crawford, M. A.
Professor Kinross, D.D.
John Macauley, M. A.
James Mayshall
Alexander MeKinlay
R. Scott West

Mr. William Affleck
J Angus
J. Hugh Balfour
Johao Xirkland
Alexander Lutton
P. D. McCorinick
John Ross
David Walker
Dr. Walker-Smith

VICTORTA.

s ELicTED BY PRESBYTERIES.

PRESBYTERY OF

Elder Gray, D.D.
M. G. Hart

C. Robinson, B.A.
J. Smiley, B.A.

BALLARAT.

Mr. J. Drathin
N. G. BElder
2. McKenzie
W. Rain

PRESEYTERY OF BEECHWORTH.

H. A. Buntine
R. Jones

PRESBYTERY OF
Hume Robertson, B.A.
D. Telfer

Me. T. J Finlay
J. MeLean
J. Munro

BENDIGO,

Hou. J. Balfour, M.L.C.
Mr. J. McKiehan

15




16 PROCEEDINGS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE
PRESINTERY OF GEELUNG.

Rev. A 8. Houston | M, D. Smith
J. McKenzie, B.D. ‘ H. Storver
J. V. McNair | J. L. Willox

PRESBYTERY OF GIPPSLAND.

Kev. F. Barclay | Mr. W, H. Disher

F. Milne, B.D. | H. Hopkins
PRESBYTERY OF CGOULBUKN VALLEY.

Rev. G. M. Baird Mr, A, H. Camnplell
C. A. Fraser Thomas Dixon
James Weir George Hossack

PRESHYTERY OF HAMILTON.
Rev. J. 8. Jaffray Mr. John Smith
W. C. Wallace, M. A. Alex. Turnbull
PRESBYTERY OF MACEDON.
Rev. L. Tait, 3. A. M. A, Lawrenece
PRESKYTERY OF MARYVBORJUGH.

Rey, F. Paton Mr. W, Brunton
J. G, Sterling M. MeGilliveay
H Swan

PRESBYTERY OF MELBOURNE NORTH.

Rev, Stewart Byron Be. A, Ballantine
J. A. Crockett A Byers
W. D. Fairbairn, M A. J. Mackinnon
William Fraser, 3. A, } J. MeCallam
C. Hay Hunter, M. A. A, McIntosh
J. T. Robertsen, M. A. E. Tilev
R. W. Rock W, Wuerick

PRESBYTERY OF MELBOURNE SOUTH.

Rev.J. C. Coutie 1 Mr. A Anderson
J. Downey, B.1. J. 8. Ik Brown
J. H. Mackay Hon. J. M. Davies
D. A. McDougall Me. W, Jolmston
A, F. M. Rebly | J. MeTudoe
D. M. Stewart B. Morey
W. 8. Whiteside |

PRESBYTERY OF MOKTLAKE.
Rev. A. J. Davidson t Mr. N, W, Black
C. 8. Ross | G. 8. Mackay
PHESBYTERY OF PKNGLA,
Rev. David A. Souter | Mr. W. F, Loutit
IFRESBYTERY OF WIMMEHA.
Rev. J. R. Fiddian f ik
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ELECTED BY THE STA'E ASSEMHLY.

T. R. Cairns Hon. W. Anderson
D. A. Cameron M. J. M. Campbeil
H. A. Erskine . B. S. Cowen
A. Marshall, D.D. Mre. J. G. Cramond
John Meiklejohn, 13 ). RR. Giliespie
P. J. Murdoch, M. A. W. F. Greenwoad
F. H. L. Paton George Howat
Professor Rentoul, 1) 1) Dr. Macfarland
W. S. Rolland Rev. 8. G. McLaren, M.A
Alexander Skene, M. A. Me. RO 8 Mills
A. Stewart, M. A H. R. Reid
George Tait, M.A. W. Wishart
A. Yule, M.A.

QUEENSLAND.

ErccTgp BY PRESBYTERIES.

PRESBYTERY OF BRISBANE.
W. Sweyn Macqueen Captain Bennett
J. McQueen My, T. C. Jusy
J. 8, Pollock A. 8. Lang

PRESBYTERY OF MARYBORODUGH.

PRESBYTERY OF ROCKIIAMPTON.

D. Martin, M. A. | Mr. James de Conlay
PRESBYTERY OF TOOWOOMBA.
Joseph Lundie, B.A. Mr. Alexander Mayes
John Sinclair, B.A. Robert J. Shilliday
PRESRYTERY OF TOWNSVILLE.
J. B. Galloway i Mr. W. Aird
ELECTED BY THE STATE ASSEMBLY.
George Ewan Mr. Alexander McTntosh
R H. Robertx Charles Puatterson
SOUTH AUSTRALTA.
ELkctED BY PRE~BVTERIES.
FRESKYTERY OF ADKLAIDE
William Gray Alv. T, W, Flewming

Robert Mitchell WL Hill
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PRESHYTERY OF BELALIE.

Rev. H. J. Lambert, M A, H Mr, Thomas Mitchell
PRESBYTERY OF ONKAPAKINGA,
Rev. G. C. Love, B.D. | Mr. Matthew Rankine
ELECTED BY THE STiTE ASSKMBLY.
Rev David Paton, Tn.D. | Mr. John Murray
TASMANIA.

EvecTtEDp BY PRESBYTERIES.

PRESBYTERY OF HOBART,
Rev. J. Heyer, M.A. Me. William Dunean

PRESBYTERY OF LAUNCESTON,

Rev. D. Brown [ Mr. David Storrer, M. P.
John Scott | .

PRESBYTERY OF THE MIDLANDS.
Rev. J. G. Millar Mr. C. R, Weeding

ELECTED BY THE STATE ASSEMBLY.
Rev. F. E, Oxer, B.D. | Mr. George Kerr

WESTERN AUSTRALIA.
ELECTED BY PRESBYIERIES.

PRESBYTERY OF FREMANTLE.

PRFISBYTERY OF TH¥ GOLDFIELDS.

PRESBYTERY OF PERTIH.

ELECTKD BY 'THE STATE ASSEMBLY
Rev. H. C. Matthew, M. A | —

MexBrrs Fa-officio.
The Procurator—Mr Johu Garland, M. A, LL.B
Phe Low dgent—Mr. J. M. Cumpbell.
Rev. J. G. Paton, D.D.
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32. ReruiEs from Lord Tennvson and Lord Northcote to ad- Communication.
dresses of the Assembly to them, and from the Secretary of the
British and Foreign Bible Society to a letter from the Semior Clerk
forwarding a Resolution of the Assembly, were received.

A Communication from the Women's Christian Temperance WOTL.
Union was received.

It was agreed to recommend that some Sabbath in November
be observed as Temperance Day.

The Resignation of the Rev. Jas. Leask of his status as a minis. Feiknation:
ter of the Preshytertan Charch of Australia was received. The
resignation was accepted, and Mr. Leask’s name was removed from
the Roll of Miisters.

383. THE OVERTURE on a Manual on Presbyterianism was intro- rerture :

Manual of
duced by the Rev. R. (;. Macintyre, who moved .—That the overture frehvterianim
duced by the Rev. R. G. Macintyre, who moved:—That the Overture
to report to next Assembly. The motion was seconded by the Rev.

to report to next Assembly.

The motion was seconded by the Rev. Chas. Robinson, and ap-
proved.

34. THE OVERTURE on the Rightful Subjects of Baptism was gverture: ﬂ

introduced by the Rev. Dr. Meiklejohn, who moved:—That the Over- Juon
ture be remitted to a small Committee, with instructions to prepare

A . Rewie
recommendations on the subject, and report to next Assembly ® Committer.

fhe Committee to consist of the Revs. Dr. Meiklejohn (Con-
vener), Dr. Cloustoa, A. Yule, A. Stewart.

The motion was seconded by the Rev. T. R. Cairns, and ap-
proved.

35. THE RETURNS on the Overture relative to ez officio mem- Committee,
. X Returos,
bers were laid on the table. The Overture, not having been approved rz-afici
. . . . . Menihers,
by a majority of Presbyteries and State Assemblies, was dis-

charged.

The Returns cn the Remit relative to Rules for the Reception gecepion of
of Ministers were laid on the table. e

Th= words “or a Presbytery ” were inserted in Section A after
the word “ Assemblizs.”

The Rules as thus amended were approved and declared to be Aiditionto
the Rules of tha Church under Article TX.

Z
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John Kirkiand

LCommunication:
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F. H. L. Paton.

Lezal opinion :
Designation of
Agsemblies,

Returny,

Report ©
Serutineers.

20 P'ROCEEDINGS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBILY OF THE

36. MRr. JoH~N KIRKLAND was appointed as an additional Scrut-
meer,

37. THE COMMUNICATION from the Colomial Committee of the
Church of Scotland was laid on the table.

[t was agreed to receive the letter, and mstruct the Convener
of the Committee on Reception of Ministers to communicate with
the Colonial Committee of the Church of Scotland regarding it.

38. THE ASSEMBLY agreed to meet to-morrow from 11 a.m. to
1 p.m., and on Monday at the usual hours.

39. THE RETURNS on the Remit relative to Procedure in regard
to Discipline were laid on the table.

The word “thereby” was inserted in Rule 12 after the word
1s " in hine 5.

3

The word “ communicants” was substituted for the word
“members ” in Rule 25, line 1.

"

The word “after” was inserted before the word “it” in Rule

27, line 3.
The word “ expulsion ” was deleted from Rule 34, line 2.

The word “for ” in line 1 of Rule 36 was moved [rom before
“sine die ” to before “ any.”

The words after the word “ removed ” in line 2 of Rule 38 were
changed to the following—" only by the Presbytery or State Assem-
bly which pronounced the sentence, or by the General Assembly: of
Australia.”

The Rules relative to Procedure in regard to Discipline, as thus
amended, were adopted and declared to be the law of the Church in
this matter.

40. THE RETURN from the State Assembly of Victoria, relative
to the Rev. F. H. L. Paton, was received.

41. THE OPINION of the Law Officers of the Assembly relative
to the Remit on Designation of Assemblies was read.

A majority both of Presbyteries and State Assemblies having
approved the Remit, it was agreed to substitute the word “ State ™
for the word “local ” wherever the latter occurs i the Articles of
Agreement in connection with the Designation of Assemblies.

42. THE REPORT of the Scrutineers was received, and the
restlt of the ballot announced.
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The members of the Judicial Commission, the Board of Mis- Zetion ot

sions, the Assessors and the members of the various Standing Com- Commitiees.
mittees were elected by the General Assembly.

[For list of Standing Committees, Judicial Commission, Board
of Misstons, and Special Committees, see pages 39 to 42].

Report :

43. THE REPORT of the Judicial Commission was submitted by jugicia
g Commission.
Dr. Bruce, and was received.

44, THE REPORT of the Committee on Public Questions was pene -

submitted by Dr. Bruce. The Report was adopted. R

The Moderator, the Clerk, Revs. J. Walker, Dr. Paton,
Meiklejohn, R. Mitchell, H. C. Matthew, R. H. Roberts, W. Gray,
and Mr. W. Affleck, and the Hon. James Balfour were appointed to peportation ot
wait on the Prime Minister and protest in the name of the Assembly **"***
against the deportation of Kanakas who have settled in the country,
acquired property, have married, and who are members of the
Church.

Deputation,
Dr. ¥

Raport :
Collesre
Committee.

45. THE REPORT of the College Committee was submitted by
the Rev. Dr. Meiklejohn, who moved :—
That the Assembly receive the Report.

Agree to pass the Svllabus for the Entrance Examination for Deliverance
1907 and 1908, and agree to leave the completion of the Exit Exam-

ination for 1907 in the hands of the Committee.

Approve of the effort to have arrangements made for the secur-
ing degrees in Divinity for students in the Cammonwealth, and in-
struct the Committee to take such steps as may seem to them wise
and needful to attain the end in view.

Agree to remit the question of the difference of the length of
study in particular subjects to the Senatus of each of the two Halls
for consideration.

Agree to appoint the following as Examiners for Entrance Ex-
ammation :(—For Scripture, Revs. J. F. Macrae, A. Stuart McCook,
B.A.; for English, Revs. A. R. Osborn, M.A., W. J. Holt, M.A_; for
Hebrew, Revs. J. V. McNair, David Smith, M.A.; for History,
Revs. G. Davidson, M.A., D. Macrae Stewart; for Philosophy,
Revs. J. Gray, B.D,, F. E. Oxer, B.D.

For the Exit Examination :—For Hebrew, Revs. J. Cosh, B.D.,
Hugh Burns, B.D.; for Church History, Revs. S. Fraser, M.A.,
R. Scott West; for Theology, Right Rev. P. J. Murdoch, M.A.,
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Rev. John Auld, M.A. ; for New Testament Greek, Revs. John Gil-
lies, B.D., R. Evan Davies, B.A.4 for Apologetic, Revs. W. G.
Maconochie, M.A., R. G. Macintyre, M.A., B.D.

Further appoint the Rev. J. Kemp Bruce as Chairman of New
South Wales Section, the Convener as Chairman of Victorian Sec-
tion, and the Rev. J. Mathew, B.D., as Joint-Convener.

It was agreed that Dr. Meiklejohn be allowed to mcorporate ‘n
his Report the Reports of St. Andrew’s College and of Ormond
College.

46. THE REV. A. STEWART gave notice of his mtention to
move :—TLhat the following Overture be sent to State Assemblies
and Presbyteries with instructions to report their consent or other-
wise to next Assembly :(—

It is humbly overtured by the undersigned that Article No. III.
of the Articles of Agreement of this Church be amended by adding
the following words :—Provided nevertheless that in addition to the
members of Assembly hereinbefors mentioned, the Home and
Foreign Mission Agents of the Church for the time being shall be
ex officio members of the Assembly.

A. STEWART.

47. THE RIGHT REV. THE MODERATOR intimated that this even-
mg a celebration of the John Knox quater-centenary would be teld
in Town Hall, Melbourne, the Right Rev. the Moderator to preside,
and the Revs. W. S. Macqueen, J. Ferguson, and J. S. Rentoul,
[.D., to address the meeting.

48. THE ASSEMBLY adjourned, to meet to-morrow at 11 a.m.,
which having been publicly intimated, the Sederunt was closed with
prayer.

FIFTH SEDERUNT.

At Melbourne, and withiie the dssembly Hall, Collingstreet, an Saturday, the
23vd day of September, 1805, at 11 n we.

49. THE ASSEMBLY met pursuant to adjournment, and was con-
stituted with reading the Scriptures, and prayer by the Moderator.

50. THE MINUTES of the Fourth Sederunt were read and con-
firmed.
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5t. THE REV. A. SKENE gave notice of his intention, at a future
Sedzrunt, to move the following motions relative to (1) the Entrance
Examination and (2) the Reception of Mimsters (—

(1) That, as eligibility for attending the Entrance Examination
of the Theological Hall, Ormond College, by having passed through
the Home Missionaries’ Coursz of Traimng terminated with students
commencing such course not later than June, 1904, and as the pro-
posed new curriculum for Home Missionaries will not malerally
differ from the curriculum still being followed 1n Victoria, the Gen-
eral Assembly resolve that, until the new curriculum comes mnto
operation, all Home Missionaries qualifying under the existing
course of training in Victeria shall be eligible to sit for the Entrance
Examination of the Theclovical Hall when they have completed the
Home Mission Course.

{2) Receive the Report

Confirm the action of the Committee in granting the petition of
the Minister and Congregation of the Congregational Church,
Devonport, to be received into the Presbyterian Church of Australia.

Conbrm the action of the lHome Mission and Church Extension
Committee of the Church of Queensland in receiving the Rev. James
Manwill Rodgers Dale, the Rev. Samuel Martin, and Mr. Allan Mac-
donald Mackntop.

Grant the petition of the Rev. [J. MackFarlane to be received as
an ordamed Minister.

Condone the irregularity of the Presbytery of the Hawkesbury
mn inducting the Rev. Robert Alexander Redmond, B.A., to the
Charge of Leura and Wentworth lalls without his being first re-
ceived into the Church of Austraha, and declare his induction valid.

Grant the petition of Rev. . D). Lee to be reinstated a Minister
of the Church.

Grant the petition of the Rev. Charles Taylor to be received as
a Mimster of the Church, and daclare him eligible at onca for a call.
Grant the petition of the Rev. Charles Edward James to be re-

ceived mto the Ministry of the Church, and declare him eligible at
once for a call.

Grant the petition of the Rev. J. H. MacGoun to be received as
a Minister in full standing.

Grant the petition of Mr. W. Tulloch, and authorise the Presby-
tery of Hobart to grant him license with a view to his ordination

Notice of
Motion :
Rev. A, Skene

Eontrance
Examimation.

Reeeption of
MinisLers.
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and mduction into the Pastoral Charge of Queenstown, stipulatmg
that after ordination he remain not less than thrze years in Queens-
town.

52. THE REv. W. FRASER moved the motion, relative to the -
portation of Opium, of which he had given notice, and which 1s re-
corded in the Minutes of Second Sederunt.

The motion was seconded by the Rev. J. S. Pollock, and ap-
proved ; and the Right Rev. W. §. Rolland and Rev. J. 5. Pollock
were appointed to represent the Assembly on the public deputation
which 1s to mterview the Premier on this question.

§3. THE REV. DR. MEIKLEJOHN moved the motion, relative to
Article X. of the Articles of Agreemant, of which he had given
notice, and which 1s recorded in the Minutes of the Third Sederunt.

The motion was seconded by the Rev. John Walker, and ap-
proved ; and the Rev. Dr. Meiklejohn and the Rev. John Walker
were appointed to nominate the Committee at a future Sederunt.

54. THE REPORT of the Sabbath School Hymnary Committee
was received.

It was agreed to appot the Revs. D. Macrae Stewart and J. T.
Robertson to nominate the Committee for this year and to report
to a future Sederunt.

55. THE REV. ]J. T. ROBERTSON moved the motion, of which he
had given notice, and which is recarded in the Minutes of the Fourth
Sederunt.

The motion was seconded by the Rev. W. H. Ash, and ap-
proved.

56. IX THE absence of the Rev. A. Stewart, and by leave of the
House, the Rev. John Walker moved the motion of which NMr.
Stewart had given notice in the following form :—

That the General Assembly agree to send down to Presbytenes
and State Assemblies for their approval or disapproval the followmng
Overture on Home Mission Agents as mr offeic members of the
General Assembly :—-

Whereas it is very desirable that the Home and Foreign Mission
Agents of the General Assembly for the time being should be «
afficio Members of Assembly, it is herebly humbly overtured by the
undersigned, being members of this Assembly, to the Venerable the




PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF AUSTRALIA. 25

General Assembly of the Church of Austraha, to take these pre-
mises into consideration and to enact that in addition to the mem- yon;.
bers of Assembly mentioned in Article III. of the Articles of
Agreement of this.Church, the Home and Foreign Mission Agents

be ez offirio members :—Alex. Stewart, Ronald G. Macintyre, John
Walker, John Ferguson, Hume Robertson, W. Gray, J. A. Hugh
Balfour.

The motion was seconded by the Rev. R. G. Macintyre, and
approved.

57. THE BUSINESS COMMITTEE were instructed to arrange for a nuractions to
Statement upon the Institutional Church on Monday evening, and to Committees.
make Addresses on Foreign Missions an order of the day for 8

o'clock the same evening.

58. MR. WiLL1AM WOOD gave notice of his intention, at a yoee of

Motion :
future Sederunt, to move :— Ay hiigmof

) X Moderator.
That the Assembly resolve that the official title of the Modera-

tor shall be “ The Right Reverend the Moderator-General.”

Further, that a communication be sent by the Clerks immed:-
ately after the election, giving the name, address, and official title
of the Moderator to (1) the Private Secretary to His Excellency the
Governor-General ; (2) the Private Secretary to His Excellency the
Governor of each State ; (3) to the Chief Secretary of each State.

59. THE ASSEMBLY adjourned to meet on Monday at 11 a.m., ,g00mment.
which having been publicly ntimated, the Sederunt was closed with
prayer.

SIXTH SEDERUNT.

At Melbourne, and within the Assembly Hall, Collins-street, on Monday, the
25th day of September, 1905, at 11 am.

60. THE ASSEMBLY met pursuant to adjournment, and was con- o o

stituted with reading the Scriptures, and prayer by the Moderator.

61, THE MINUTES of the Fifth Sederunt were read and con- yiyure
firmed confirmed,

§ . Report :
62. THE REPORT of the Business Committee was approved. — Busines

Committee.
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63. THE REV. DR. MEIKLEJOHN gave notice of his intention, at
a future Sederunt, to move the following motions relative (1) to
Commissions and {2) to Meetings of Committees:—

1. That Commissions of this Assembly be granted only to
Members ; and that the Business Committee, together with the
Moderator, be enmpowered to 1ssue them.

2. (a) That the Convener of the Business Committee appointed
to acrange for the Assembly business arrange for a meeting mn April
of such Committees as the Conveners may wish to summon.

(b} That the members of these Commttees in the States other
than the State in which the Committees meet appoint not more than
two of their number to reprasent them.

{c) That the expenses of the members be paid, where the ex-
penses do not exceed £5 ; and when the expenses exceed this sum
£5 be paid towards them.

(d) That the business done at these meetings be submitted to
the Committee Meetings held prior to the Assembly for revision and
approval.

64. IT WwaAS AGREED that a copy of the resolution relative to the
importation of Opium be sent to the Prime Minister.

65. ThE REPORT of the Finance Committee was submitted by
Colonel Goodlet, who moved :—

Receive the Report.

Authorise the payment of expenses of Assembly on the same
basis as formerly, namely :—

That members attendmg the General Assembly in September,
1905, have the following percentage of their travelling expenses
(calculated upon the basis of second-class return railway fares)
paid by the Church, namely : (a) those paying less than £1, no-
thing ; (b) those paying from £1 to £4, to receive half ; (c) those
paying £4 upwards, to receive three-quarters, provided that no one
in class (b) shall pay less than £1 himself, and no cne in class (c¢)
less than £2.

Authorise the assessments for the General Assembly Expenses
Fund on the same basis as formerly, namely :—New South Wales,
£40; Victona, £40; Queensland, South Australia and Tasmania,
each £13 6s. 8d., and Western Australia, £10 per annum.
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Resolve to forward the sum of £55 received from the Presby-
terian Church in England as follows :—£27 10s. to the Presbyterian
Church of Western Australia ; £27 10s. to the Presbyterian Church
in Queensland for Bush Work, and that the thanks of the Assembly
be accorded to the Presbyterian Church in England for their hiberal
donation.

Authorise the transfer of the sum of £6 13s. 3d. from the
Foreign Missions Fund Account to Travelling Expenses Account, as
part refund of travelling expenses incurred.

The motion was seconded by the Rev. J. Ferguson, and ap-
proved.

66. THE following Supplementary Report was submitted by the Beport:

e . Home Migsiony.

Rev. J. Ferguson, on behalf of the Home Mission Committee :— Supplementary. :

The Home Mission Committee resolved to recommend that the Resolution.
Assembly should determine as follows :—

In regard to all recognised Home Mission Agents at present at
work under the Home Mission Committees in all the States through-
out the Commonwealth, it be resolved that they be accepted as
students, under the Assembly’s scheme for the tramning of Home
Mission Agents, and also that it be remitted to the College Commit-
tee to grade the said students with respect to their position under
the Assembly’s Scheme.

To establish a Home Mission station at Thursday Island ; that ThursdayIsland.
the Home Mission Committee of Queensland be left to mitiate the
movement ; and, further, that it be a recommendation to the State
Assemblies to give authority to their respective Home Mission Com-
mittees to make such grants in aid of this movement as they may
find practicablte from the funds at their disposal.

It was moved by the Rev. J. Ferguson, and seconded by the
Rev. John Walker :—That the Report be received and approved.

The motion was approved.

67. THE REPORT on the Record was submitted by the Right Report: Record.

Rev. W. S. Rolland, who moved :—That the Report be received and
approved.

Comumittee,

That the following Committee appointed for this year:
Right Rev. W. S. Rolland (Convener), Revs. J. Heyer, H. C.
Mathew, R. H. Roberts, G. C. Love, D. McKay Barnet ; Messrs. T.
W. Fleming, H. H. Kemp, F. A. Moseley, W. Walker, C. Paterson,
R. J. Shilliday.
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68. THE following were appomted the Commitiee on Sabbath
Schools and Religion and Morals :—Right Rev. W. S. Rolland (Con-
vener) ; Revs. Dr. Meiklejohn, John Walker, W. G. Maconochie,
M.A., J. T. Robertsen, M.A., R. H. Roberts, R. Hope Waugh, M. A,
(3. Davidson, M.A., John Gray, B.D., W. Sweyn Macqueen, John
Russell (Tas.), Dr. Walker-Smith ; Messrs. David Walker, James
Hugh Balfour, M. McGillivray, Duncan love, A. Stewart (Bris-
bane), F. McDonald, M.L.A., A. H. Bryson, Hon. James Murdoch,
M.L.C.

69. THE following were appointed the Sabbath School Hymnary
Committee :—Rev. D. Macrae Stewart (Convener); Revs. Hume
Robertson, T. J. Smith, J. T. Robertson, John Walker, R. E.
Davies, W. H. Ash, Robt. Mitchell (S.A.), W. Mathew, F. E. Oxer,
J. Heyer, W. S. Macqueen, Joseph Lundie ; Messrs. Neil Black, W.
Wishart, Lachlan Fraser, J. Macintyre, P. D. McCormick, David
Ensart, M. F. Culliford, Robert Robertson, W. F. Greenwood.

70. THE REPORT on the Petitions from Students was submitted
by the Rev. Dr. Meiklejohn, who moved :—

1. That the Petition of Mr. A. M. Ogilvie be granted ; but that
the case be regarded as a wholly exceptional case, and shall not be
made a precedent. Further, that the Presbytery of New England
be instructed to take Mr. Ogilvie on trials for license.

2. That the Petition of Mr. G. Cranston be granted.
#. That the Petition of Mr. J. €. Graham be granted.

4. That with regard to the Petition of Mr. James Anderson, the
Presbviery of New England be instructed to make mquiry with
relerence to his character and standing in the Church during the
twenty years referred to m the Petition, and in the event of these
being found satisfactory by the Presbytery, the prayer of the Peti-
tion be granted.

5. That the Petition of Mr. J. T. Kelly be granted.

6. That the Petition of Mr. J. F. Sims be remitted to the Col-
legz Committees to deal with according to circumstances as they
emerae.

7. That the Petition of Mr. I, V. Charlton be granted.

3. That the Petition of Mr. William Bett be sent to the Thco-
logical Hall Committee of Qrmond Collzge, with power to deal with
it

b

f b N
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9. That the Petition of Mr. F. I.. A. Schloeffel be granted.
10. That the Petition of Mr. J. A. Lee be not granted.
11. That the Petition of Mr. R. B. Gamer be not granted.

12. That the Assembly regard the Petition of Mr. R. B. Os-
borne with favour, and empower the College Committee to deal with
it according to the circumstances as they emerge.

13. That the Petition of Mr. H O’Sullivan be not granted.

The motion was seconded by the Rev. Jno. Walker, and
approved.

71. THE OVERTURES from Western Australia and from Tas-
mania were received and discharged, as having been dealt with
under the Report of the Home Mission Committee.

72. THE MOTION of which Mr. W. Wood gave notice, and which
1s recorded in the Minutes of the Fifth Sederunt, was withdrawn.

It was agreed to remit the question of the official designation
of the Moderator of the General Assembly of Australia to the Com-
mittee relative to the nomination of the Moderator, with instructions
to report to next Assembly.

73. THE REPORT of the Committee on the Reception of Mims-
ters was submitted by the Rev. A. Skene, whn moved :—

Receive the Report.

Confirm the action of the Committee in granting the Petition of
the Minister and Congregation of the Congregational Church,
Devonport, to be received into the Presbyterian Church of Australia.

Confirm the action of the Home Mission and Church Extension
Committee of the Church of Queensland in receiving the Rev. James
Maxwell Rodgers Dale, the Rev. Samuel Martin, and Mr. Allan
Macdonald Mackillop.

Grant the Petition of the Rev. D. McFarlane to be received as
an ordained Minister.

In view of the exceptional circumstances condone the irregu-
larity of the Presbyvtery of the Hawkesbury in inducting the Rev.
Rohert Alexander Redmond, B.A., to the Charge of Leura and
Wentworth Falls without his being first received into the Church of
Australia, and declare his mduction valid.
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That the Petition of Rev. G. D. Lee to be reinstated a Minister
of the Church be referred to the Presbyterian Church of Victoria,
with power to deal with it.

Grant the Petition of the Rev. Charles Taylor to be received as
a Minister of the Church, and declare him eligible at once for a call,
provided he remain for at least three years in the service of the
Western Australian Church.

Grant the Petition of the Rev. Charles Edward James to be re-
ceived into the Ministry of the Church, and declare him eligible at
once for a call.

Grant the Petition of the Rev. J. H, Macgoun to be recewved as
a Minister imn full standing.

Grant the Petition of Mr. W. Tulloch, and authorise the Pres-
bytery of Launceston to grant him license with a view to his ordina-
tion, stipulating that after ordination he remain not less than three
years in the service of the Tasmarnian Church.

The motion was seconded by the Rev. Dr. Bruce, and
approved.

The Rev. A. Skene intimated his resignation of the Convener-
ship of the Committee on the Reception of Ministers.

The resignation was accepted, and the Rev. Dr. Maclnnes was
appointed Convener.

74. IT WAS AGREED that the General Assembly hold its next
meeting in St. Stephen’s Church, Sydnzy, on the fourth Wednesday
in September, 1906, at 7 p.m.

75, IT WAS MOVED by the Rev. Dr. Meiklejohn, and seconded
by Mr. R. J. Shilliday :—7That a Business Committee be appointed
to prepare the White Book for next Assembly, and to maks arrange-
ments for Assembly Meetings specially interesting to the public.

That the Committee consist of :—Revs. R. G. Macintyre, Dr.
Clouston, Dr. Laing, John Walker, Dr. Maclnnes, and Mr. Wm.
Wood. Rev. R. G. Macintyre, Convener.

The motion was approved.

76. THE REV. W. GRAY gave notice of his intention at a future
Sederunt to move :—

That the scale of payment of expenses of members of Assembly
and the possibility of increasing the revenue of the fund bz remitted
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to the Finance Committee for consideration and report to next
Assembly.

77. THE REvV. DR. RENTOUL gave notice of his intention at a youceo!

Maton :
future Sederunt to move :— e

Macdonald.
The Assembly hear with deep regret the announcement of Dr.

Macdonald’s intended resignation of his two-fold Chair of Church
History and Systematic Theology.

Though the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church of
Victoria have not vet dealt with that resignation, this Assembly of
the Presbyterian Church of Australia desire to express their deep
sense of the great services Dr. Macdonald has rendered to the
Church, to the Theological Hall, Ormond College, Melbourne, and
to the tramning of the Church’s mmistry.

Express sincere regret at the prospect of the flight of time and
the wear of years causing Dr. Macdonald to separate himself from
high and sacred work which has been to him an object of intense
love, and into which he has thrown ungrudgingly his life’s energy
and powers.

The Assembly assure Dr. Macdonald of thair great esteem,
their brotherly regard, and their unfailing confidence.

78. THE PRESBYTERY of Geelong applied for authority to meet Presbytery

Meeting.
to-morrow at 1 o'clock.
The Board of Management of Healesville Congregation applied H:,‘_'::'o‘,';f:n‘:'

for authority to meet to-morrow evening at 8 o’clock.
The authority in each case was granted.
79. THE ASSEMBLY adjourned to meet this evening at 7 o’clock, adjournment.

which having been publicly intimatad, the Sederunt was closed with
prayer.

SEVENTH SEDERUNT.

At Melborrne, anwd within the dssembly Heall, Colling-strect, vu Monday, the
25th day of September, 1905, at 7 pm.

80. THE ASSEMBLY met pursuant to adjournment, and was con- Auenply

stituted with reading the Scriptures, and prayer by the Moderator.
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Notice of 8%. THE REV. W. GRAY gave notice of his intention, at a future

Motion ;
Rev. W. Gray.  Sederunt, to move :—
That Conveners of Standing Committees hold office from one
Assembly to the next.

That the Selection Committee nominate Conveners for each
Standing Committee, when nominating members for such Commit-
tees. In the event of additional nominations being made by mem-
bers of the Assembly, the election shall be determined by ballot.

And that this resolution come into force at next Assembly.

St Pincs: 82. THE REPORT of the Business Committee was approved.
Address: 83. ACCORDING to arrangement, an address on “ The Institu-
Chitrch. tional Church ” was delivered by the Rev. J. Ferguson.

RS: The thanks of the Assembly were conveyed by the Moderator

to Rev. J. Ferguson for his interesting address.

BaoL: Mindg 84. THE REPORT on Foreign Missions was submitted by the
Rev. T. R. Cairns, and received.

Roliicestes Addresses on “Foreign Missions ” were delivered by the Rev.
Dr. J. G. Paton; by Dr. D. Macdonald on “ French Aggression” ;
by the Rev. J. Gillan on “ Work on the New Hebrides Islands at
Present” ; by the Rev. W. S. Macqueen on “Mission Work 1in
Queensland ” ; and by the Rev. John Walker.

LEgks. The thanks of the Assembly were conveyed, by the Moderator,
to the various speakers.

The consideration of the Report was postponed.

Adjournment. 85. THE ASSEMBLY adjourned to meet to-morrow at 11 a.m.,
which having been publicly mtimated, the Sederunt was closed with
prayer.

EIGHTH SEDERUNT.
At Meltborrue, and within the Assewibly Hall, Collina-strect, on Tuesdey, the
26th day of Septemiber, 1905, at 11 a.m.
i e 86. THE ASSEMBLY met pursuant to adjournment, and was con-

stituted with reading the Scriptures, and prayer by the Moderator.
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87. THE MINUTES of the Sixth and Seventh Sedzrunts were }inutes
read and confirmed. s

88. THE REPORT of the Vear Buok Committee was submitted, }erort: -
in the absence of the Convener, by the Convaner of the Business
Committee.

It was agreed to thank the Convener and the Publishers for their {nmitter
services, and to discharge the Committee.

Report ©

89. THE REPORT of the Committee on the Federation of Pro- gégort:

testant Churches was submitted by the Rev. Dr. Clouston, who {rotetant

moved :—

Receive the Report, and re-appoint the Committee with certain Deliveraice.
changes.

The motion was seconded by the Rev. Juo. Walker, and ap-
proved ; and the Committee appointed as follows :(—

Rev. T. E. Clouston, D.D.; Revs. J. Kemp Bruce, Professor Goumittce.
Harper, D.D., James [amont, George Macinnes, D.I}., John
Walker, R. Scott West, R. H. Waugh, M.A., C. A. Whts, B.A.,

R. E. Davies, B.A., James Kinghorn, John Auld, M.A.; Colonel
Goodlet, Messrs, John Kirkland, Wilham Wood, W. G. Geikie.

Revs, W. Fraser, W. G. Maconochie, M. A., J. Mathew, B.D).,
John Meiklejohn, D.D., P. J. Murdoch, M.A., Alexander Stewart,
M.A., T. R. Cairns, M.A., Alexander Yule, M.A.; Hon. W. Ander-
son, Hon. James Balfour, Messrs. T. J. Finlay, Robert Gillespie, W.
. Greenwood, D. Love.

Revs. G. Davidson, B.D., David Paton, 1.D., Robert Thomson ;
Messrs. A. H. Bryson, T. W. Fleming, J. Murray.

Revs. Alexander Hay, D.D., W. C. Radclifle, B.A., R. H. Rob-
erts, Peter Robertson, ]. Sinclair, D. McLennan ; Messrs. D). Ewart,
George Hall, Alexander S. Lang, A. Mackellar, W. A. Smith,
George Stupart.

Revs. C. Jones, IF. E. Oxer, B.D., John Russell, A. R. Oshorn,
ALA., William Beck ; Messrs.. I*. Burbury, D. McKinnon, Hon. J.
Murdoch, Messrs. J. K. Reid, F. Wilhams, J. Wright.

Revs. Alexander Crow, Alexander McCarlie, H. C. Matthew, J.
H. Fordyce ; Dr. S. Macaulay, Messrs. F. McDonald, F. A. Mose-
lev, R. Robertson.

The Moderator, Clerks, and Law Officers, members ex offirio.
Rev. Dr. Clouston, Convener.
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90. THE REPORT on Statistics was submitted by the Rev. Hume
Robertson, who moved :—

That the Report be received; the Convener cordially thanked.

The recommendations of the Committee adopted, and the alter-
ations suggested in the Schedule recommended, together with the
notes explanatory of the Schedule.

The motion was seconded by Mr. W. Affleck, and approved.

91. IT WAS AGREED to issue Commissions to represent this
Church in the Courts of the Churches of the Home Lands to the Rev.
R. Mitchell and the Rev. R. Scott West.

92. A SUPPLEMENTARY REPORT from the College Committee
was submitted by the Rev. Dr. Meiklejohn, who moved :—

That for the Entrance Examination to the Theological Halls,
Rev. D. McK. Barnet, B.A., and Rev. Dr. D. Paton be appointed Ex-
aminers, and that Rev. Robt. Steel, M.A., who has resigned as an
LExaminer m Greek be thanked for his services :

Further, that in future Students who pass the Exit Examina-
tion with 85 p.c., or over, on the aggregate average receive First-
class Honours, and that those who have 75 p.c., or over, receive
Second-class Honours.

that a special Certificate be printed to be given to Students
with Honours, to be signed by the Moderator of the General Assem-
bly of Australia and the Convener of the College Committee.

That the Rev. H. M. Burns, B.D., be appointed Honorary Sec-
retary of the Committee.

And that the results of the Exit Examination be reccived.

The motion was seconded by the Rev. Dr. D. Bruce, and ap-
proved.

93. THE REv. DrR. CAMERON, of Richmond, New South Wales,

made a statement regarding the forthcoming History of the Church
of New South Wales.

94, THE REPORT of the Senatus of the Theological Hall,
Ormond College, and the Report of the Theological Hall, St. An-
drew’s College, were received.

95. THE REV. DR. RENTOQUL moved the motion;.of which he had
given notice, relative to the retirement of the Rev. Dr. M. Mac-
donald, and which is racorded in the Minutes of the Sixth Sederunt.
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The motion was seconded by the Rev. Dr. Cameron, and ap-
proved.

96. THE consideration of the Report on Foreign Missions was
resumed,

It was moved by the Rev. T. R. Cairns, and seconded by the
Rev. Dr. Clouston :—

That the Assembly thank the Board, and especially the Con-
vener ; also the Convener and Committee of Queensland.

Adopt the Report and Balance Sheet.

Rejoice m the excellent service rendered by the Missions Agent
of the Church, Rev. F. H. L. Paton, and regret that through ill-
health he was obliged to resign, but express gratification that he
has been enabled to undertake full ministerial work, after a pro-
longed rest.

Thank God {or the good work being done in North Queensland
by our Missionaries, and commend them anew to Divine care and
blessing.

Approve heartily of Mr. Hey's generosity in providing a boat
for the Aborigines at Mapoon, and express the hope that this may
not only be the means of keeping them at the Station, but also of
enabling them later on to earn a living for themselves.

Thank the Queensland Government for its generosity to the
Mission.

Thank the Commonwealth Government for its generous help in
subsidising the Maritime Service, and urge 1t to encourage the set-
tlement of Australians in the New Hebrides, and to take such steps
as may result either in the annexation of the group or in securing
their perpetual independence.

Also thank the Treasurer and Hon. Auditor for their Services.

Urge all the Churches to increased liberality toward Foreign
Missions, and resolve that the salaries and ordinary expenses ut
North Queensland for next five years—that is, from 30th Sept=m-
ber, 1905, to d0th September, 1910~-shall be paid by an assess-
ment on the basis of membership of the State Churches, also that
the present balance of £246 15s. 9d., and the amount owing to the
Moravian Board be paid on the same basis, and that the payment
be extended over two years from the present date.

Report resumed :
Foreign
Missions,

Deliverance.
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Remit to the State Assemblies the question of giving authority
to the Foreign Missions Board to appomt a Missions Agent, pro-
vided a suitable man can be chtained, and commend most heartily
to the blessing and care of God the work of all our Missions.

The motion was approved.

The Rev. T. R. Cairns intimated his resignation as Convener of
the Board of Foreign Missions. The resignation was accepted,
and the Rev. A. Stewart was appointed Convener.

An Apology for absence was received from the Rev. C. 1. Tal-
bot, Convener of the Foreign Missions Committee of the Church of
New South Wales.

97. THE following Remit, relative to the Articles of Agreement
and the scheme for the traiming of Home Missionaries, was ap-
proved, and ordered to be sent down to Presbyvteries and State
Assemblies for approval or disapproval :—

The General Assembly of Australia having resolved, 1 connec-
tion with the scheme for the training of Howme Mission Agents, that
“ where there 1s no Theological Hall within the State, and attend-
ance at either of the existing Colleges 1s, in the opmion of the
College Committee, impracticable, 1t shall be in the power of the
College Committee to appoint a special course of study, with period-
ical examinations in Theological, Biblical, and Apologetic subjects,”
send down to Presbyteries and State Assemblies this resolution
with the object of having the resolution enacted as an addition to
paragraph t of Article VIII. of the Articles of Agreement in the
deed of Union, and in the same Articles to add to the introductory

paragraph of Article VIII. the words “ except as heremafter pro-
vided.”

98. THE REV. W. GRAY moved the motion, of which he had
given notice, relative to the Expenses of Members, and which 1s re-
corded in the Minutes of the Seventh Sederunt.

The motion was seconded by the Rev, Dr. Meiklejohn, and ap-
proved.

89, THE REV. DR. MEIKLEJOHN moved the motion, of which he
had given notice, in the following form :—

That Commissions of. tlns Assembly be granted ouly to Mem-
bers ; and that the Moderator and the Clerks be appointed a Com-
mittee with power to issue Comnmissions,

The motion was seconded by the Rev. A, Yule, and approved
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100. THE ReEv. R. PHILP, President of the Methodist Church, Deputation :
the Rev. Dr. Gosman, Minister of the St. Augustine Congregational Churches.
Church, Hawthorn, the Rev. 5. C. Kent, of the Church of England,
and the Rev. J. G. Wheen, Secretary of the Methodist Conference,
deputies from the Council of Churches, were welcomed by the

Moderator, and addressed the Assembly.

It was moved by the Rev. R. G. Macintyre, and seconded by
the Rev. D. Macrae Stewart :—

That the General Assembly warmly welcome the deputies frony Thanke

the Council of Churches, and thank them for the words they have
spoken.  The Assembly cordially reciprocate the brotherly feeling
expressed on behalf of the Churches represented in the Council, and
pray that, working together under one Lord and in one spirit, thev
and we may have the rich blessing of God upon us.

The motion was carried by acclamation, and the thanks of the
Assembly were conveyed to the deputies by the Moderator.

101. THE REv. DR. MEIKLEJOHN moved the motion, relative to Meriaoon
meetings of Committees, of which he had given notice, and which is Committees.

recorded in the Minutes of the Sixth Sederunt.

The motion was seconded by the Rev. W. Gray, and approved.

102. THE REV. W. GRAY maved the motion, relative to Conven- xesolation :
ers of Committees, of which he had given notice, and which jg “*"&" P
recorded in the Minutes of the Seventh Sederunt.

The motion was seconded by Mr, W. Affleck and approved.

103. THE REv. J. T. ROBERTSON was added to the Committee Rev. J.T.
. Rohertson.
on the Federation of Protestant Churches.

104. IT WAS MOVED by the Rev. R. G. Macintyre, and seconded Thanky for
by the Rev. Dr. Clouston :— S—

That the General Assembly desires to cordially thank the Hos-

pitality Committee of the Church of Victoria, the ladies of the Pres-
byterian Women’s Missions Union, for their most kind hospitality,

and the ladies and gentlemen who offered private hospitality to
members of Assembly.

The motion was carried by acclamation.

Minutes

105. THE MINUTES of the Eighth Sederunt were read and con- confirnsed.
firmed.




Closing Address.

Assemlly
closed.

a8 GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF AUSTRALIA.

106. THE BUSINESS of the General Assembly now being con-
cluded, the Moderator delivered a brief closing address.

107. THE ASSEMBLY joined in singing the last three verses of
the 122ud Psalm, after which the Moderator having intimated that,
in pursuance of the General Assembly’s appointment, the next Gen-
eral Assembly of Australia will be holden in St. Stephen’s Church,
Sydney, on Wednesday, the 26th day of September, 1906, at 7
p.m., the Session was closed with the Benediction.

Signed in the name and by authority of the General Assembly
of the Presbyterian Church of Australia.

P. J. MURDOCH, M.A., Moderator.
GEORGE TAIT, M.A_, Clerk.
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GOMMITTEES OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY.

e

STANDING COMMITTEES.
1.—JUDICIAL COMMISSION,

ev. John Auld, M.A.

Rev.

Rey.

David Bruce, D.D,
}ohn Burgess, M.A.

Cairns
T, F. Clouston, D.D.
\W. Gray

Principal Harper

Alexander Hay, D.D.
James S, Laing, D.D.
J. €. McDonald, M.A.

Professor Macdonald, D.D.
George Maclnnes, D.D.

R. G. Macintyre, B.D.
S. G. McLaren, M.A.
. Sweyn Macqueen
. Marshall, D.D.
Meiklejohn, D.D.
J. Murdoch, M.A.

el

THE RiGHT REV.

II.—BOARD OF MISSIONS.

\W. M. M. Alexander

T. R. Cairns

1. E. Clousten, D.D.
James Cosh, B.D.

W. braser

J. Gibsan {Queensland)
V. Gray
Andrew Hardie, M.A.
J. Heyer, M.A.
James l.amont, F.L.S,

REY.

John Auld, M.A.
John Burgess M.A.
W. H. Cooper, B.D.
J. H. Fordyce, M.A.
Elder Gray, D.D.
W. Gray
Henry ]J.
James S. Laing, D.D
George Maclnnes,
1. Murdoch, M.A.

ALEXANDER STEWART, Convener.

Lambert, M.A.
D.D.

Rev. David Paton, D.D.
Professor Rentoul,
K. Il. Roberts
Peter Robertson
John Russeil
Alexander Stewart, .\«f A
George Tait, M.A,
Alexander YuIc‘ M.A.

Mr. William Affleck
John A. Aitken

Hon. James Balfour,

Mr. j. M. Campbell
F. J. Finlay
T. W. Fleming
R. Gillespie

Colonel Goodlet

Mr. A. 5. Lang
F. A. Moseley

THE MODERATOR, Chairman.

D.D.

1 o) o B

Rev. W, Sweyn Macqueen
H. C. Matthew, M.A.
John G. Paton, D.D.
David Paton, D.D.
Alexander btev\an, M.A.
C. H. Talbot

Mr. A. Byers

Colonel Goodlet

Mr. ¥. A. Moseley

II1.—THE CODE.

Rev. W. C. Radcliffe,
Peter Robertson
John Russell
Gcorgc Tait, M.A.

Mr. John A Aitken
J. M. Campbell
John Kirkland
. Storrer, M.P.

The Procurator

B.A.

THE CLERKS, ]omt Convencrs.
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IV.—THE COLLEGE.

Rev. J. Kemp-Bruce
john Burgess, M.A.
Jjohn Ferguson
Alexander Hay, D.D.
Henry j. Lambert, M.A.
Joseph Lundie, B.A.
J. Mathew, B.D.
J. Meiklejohn, D.D.
A. S. Osbhorn

Rev. F. E. Oxer, B.D.
David Paton, D.D.
Robert Steel, M.A.
Alexander Stewart, M.A.
George Tait, M.A.
R. Scott West
Alexander Yule, M.A.
AMr. James Dawson, M.A.
John Marden, LL.I3.

Together with the Professors and Lecturers, members «x officio.

REvVS. DR. MEIKLEJOHN and ]J. MATHEW. Joint-Conveners.
REev. J. KEMp Bruck, Convener, New South Wales Section.

V.—HOME MISSION.

Rev, William Beck .

David Bruce, D.D. ‘

D. A. Cameron, M.A,

T. E. Clouston, D.D. i

{;)hn Ferguson ‘
rincipal Harper, D.D. i
M. Johnstone ;
Henry j. Lambert, M.A.

H. C. Matthew, M.A.

J. Meiklejohn, D.D.

Rev. I’. J. Murdoch, M.A.
R. Murray
I'. E. Oxer, B.D.
W. C. Radcliffe, B.A.
J. Sinclair
ID. B. Smith, M.A.
John Walker
Hon. James Balfour, M.L.C.
Mr. \Wm. Wood

RFEVS, JoHN FERGUSOXN and P. J. MURDOCH, Joint-Conveners.
VI.—FINANCE.

Rev., Henry J. Lambert, M.A.
John Walker

Mr. William Affleck

Hon. W. Anderson

Hon. James Balfour, M.L.C.

Walter G. Crane

Mr. J. G. Cramond i
i

T. J. Finlay
T. W. Fleming
R. Gillespie

Colonel Goodlet
Mr. W, J. Hill
John Kirkland
A. S. Lang
F. A. Moseley
Hon. James Murdoch, M.L.C.
Senator J. T. Walker
Mr. W. M. Walker
William Wood

CoLONEL GOODLET, Convener
VI1.—RECEPTION OF MINISTERS.

Rev. John Auld, M.A. |
David Bruce, D.D. :
T. E. Clouston, D.D. i
;. Davidson, M.A. ‘

;. Ewan i
R. Hanlin |

Principal Harper, D.D.
James §. Laing, D.D.
Flenry J. Lambert, M.A.
J. C. McDonald, M.A.

Rev. George Maclnnes, D.D.
J. G, Millar
W. C. Radcliffe, B.A.
J. T. Robertson, M.A.
Alexander Skene, M.A.
Alexander Stewart, M.A,
Alexander Yule, M.A.
Hon. James Balfour, M.L.C
Mr. john Kirkland

Dr. MacInxEs, Convener,
VIII.—STATISTICS.

Rev. Elder Gray, D.D.
W. Gray
James fackson
Henry J. Lambert, M.A.
A. McCarlie
Hume Robertson, M.A.
P. Robertson

John Russell
Robert H. Waugh, M.A.
Charles A, White, B.A.

Mr. Wiliam Affleck
Hon. James Balfour, M.L.C.
Mr. A. Bvers
John Cameron
Colonel Goodlet
Mr. George Hall
A. S. Lang
John Kirkland
W. M. Walker

Rrvs. HUME RopsrTsoN and €. A. WHITE, Joint-Conveners.
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SPECIAL COMMITTEES.

L—-THE RECORD.

Rev. D. McKay Barnet, B.A. Mr. T. W. Fleming
J. Heyer, M.A. H. H. Kemp
George C. Love, B.D. F. A. Moseley
H. €. Matthew, M.A. C. Paterson
R. H. Roberts R. S. Shilliday
W. S. Rolland W. M. Walker
REv. W. S. RoLLAXD, Convener.
II.—FEDERATION OF PROTESTANT CHURCEES.
Rev. J]01111 Auld, M.A. | Rev. John Walker
. Kemp Bruce Robert H., Waugh, M.A.
T. E. Clouston, D.D. R. Scott West
R. E. Davies, B.A. Charles A. White, B.A,
Principal Harper, D.D. Mr. \Walter G. Geikie
}ames Kinghorn Colonel Goodlet
ames Lamont Mr. John Kirkland
George Maclnnes, D.D. William Wood
Rev, T. R. Cairns Rev. Alexander Yule, M.A.
W, Fraser Hon. William Anderson
W. G. Maconochie, M.A. Hon. James Balfour, M.L.C.
J. Mathew, B.D. Mr. T. J. Finlay
John Meiklejohn, D.D. Robert Gillespie
P. J. Murdoch, M.A. W. F. Greenwood
J. T. Robertson D. Love
Alexander Stewart, M.A.
Rev, Alexander Hay, D.D. Mr. D. Ewart
D. McLennan George Hall
W. C. Radcliffe, B.A. Alexander S. Lang
R. H. Raoberts A. Mackellar
Peter Robertson W. A. Smith
J. Sinclair George Stupart
Rev. G. Davidson, B.D. Mr. A. H. Bryvson
David Paton, D.D. T. W. Fleming
Robert Thomson J. Murray
Rev. W. Beck Mr. D. McKinnon
C. Jones Hon. J. Murdoch, M.L.C.,
A. R. Osborn Mr. J. K. Reid
F. E. Oxer, B.D. F. Williams
John Russell J. Wright
Mr. F. Banbury
Rev. Alexander Crow Dr. S. Macaulay
J. H. Fordyce Mr. F. McDonald
H. C. Matthew [ F. A. Moseley
Alexander McCarlie | R. Robertson

The Moderator, Clerks, and Law Officers, members ec officio.
Dr. Croustox, Convener.

III.—PUBLIC QUESTIONS.

Rev. the Moderator | Rev. Professor Rentoul, D.D.
David Bruce, D.D. | C. H. Talbot
lehn Burgess, M.A. Alexander Yule, M.A.
. E. Clouston, D.D. Hon. James Balfour, M.L.C.
John Ferguson Mr. John Cameron
Principal Harper, D.D. T. W. Fleming
David Paton, D.D. Colonel Goodlet

With the Clerks, and the Moderators and Clerks of the State Assemblies.
The Executive to consist of the members from the State to which the
Moderator belongs.

THar MODERATOR, Convener.
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IV.—SABBATH SCHOOL HYMNARY.

Rev. W. H. Ash { Rev. T. J. Smith
R. E. Davies, B.A. . John Walker
J. Heyer, M.A. Neil Black
Joseph Lundie, B.A. Mr. M. F. Culliford
\W. Sweyn Macqueen Lachlan Fraser
\W. Mathew W. F. Greenwood
Robert Mitchell (S.A) J. Macintyre
F. E. Oxer, B.D. P. D. McCormick
tHlume Robertson, M.A. Robert Robertson
J. T. Robertson, M.A. W. Wishart
D. Macrae Stewart
Rev., D. MAcRal STEWART, Couvener.
V.—SABBATtl SCHOOLS AND RELIGION AND MORALS.
Rev. ;. Davidson, M.A. I Rev. Robert H. Waugh, M.A.
John Gray, B.D. Mr. J. Hugh Balfour
WW. G. Maconochie A. H. Bryson
W, Sweyn Macqueen ‘ Duncan Love
J. Meiklejohn, D.IJ. J. McDonald, M.L.A.
R. H. Roberts | M. McGillivray
J. T. Robertson M.A. . Hon. james Murdoch, M.L.C.
\W. S. Rolland Dr. Walker-Smith
John Russell Mr. Alexander Stewart (Brishane)
fohn \Walker David Walker
Rev. W. S, RorLLaxp, Convener.
VI, —-RIGHTFUL SUBJECTS OF BAPTISM.
Rev. T. k. Clouston, D.D. f —
lohn Meiklejohn, D.D. ‘ —_—
Alexander Stewart, M.A.
DR, MEIKLEJOHXN, Convener.
VII. —BUSINESS COMMITTEE.
Rev, T. I£ Clouston, D.D. Rev. R. G. Macintyre, B.D.
James S. Laing, D.D. John Walker
George Maclnnes, D.D, Mr. William Wood
REV. R. G. MACINTYRE, Convener.
VIIl.—SITES IN FEDERAL CAPITAL.
Hon. William Anderson Colonel Goodlet
Hon, James Balfour, M.L.C. Mr. William Wood

MR, \WiLLtayr Woop, Convener.
IX.—TO NOMINATE THE MODERATOR OF NEXT ASSEMBLY.

The Moderator and the cx-Moderators of the General Assembly and the

Moderators of the State Assemblies who are in office.
THE MODERATOR, Convener.
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'I
COMMUNICATIONS,

{1.) REPLY TO ADDRESS TO LORD TENNYSOXN,
Adelzide, January 20th, 1904.

REVEREND SIR,—I desire to convey to you, the Ministers and Elders, and
Members of the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church of Alustralia,
my sincere thanks for your expression of loyalty to His Majesty the King,
and for your very kind appreciation of my work during my tenure of the res-
ponsible office of Governor-General.

It has afforded me great pleasure to see the good work done by the
Presbyterian Church in all parts of Australia.

Lady Tennyson and I leave Australia with real regret, and we are very
grateful to you for your good wishes for our welfare.

TENNYSON.,
(GOVERNOR-GEXNERAL,

{2.) REPLY TO ADDRESS TO LORD NORTHCOTE.

Melbourne, January 28th, 1904.

MR. DAVIDSON,—May I ask vou to conveyv to the Ministers, Elders, and
Members of the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church of Australia
my deep appreciation of the welcome you extend, as representatives of the
Preshyterians of the whole Commonwealth, to Lady Northeote and myself on
our taking up our residence amongst you? It is my earnest hope that [ may
be able to justify to some small extent the confidence vou so generously
repose in me; and I trust that the Almighty may be graciously pleased to
listen to your prayers for my guidance in the performance of my duties to

the Commonwcalth.
NORTHCOTE.
Ministers, Elders and Members,
General Assembly Presbyterian Church of Australia.

Presented by Rev. Arthur Davidson, Moderator {Vic.).

{3.) FROM THE BRITISH AND FOREIGN BILLE SOCIETX.

December 2nd, 1903.
Rev. J. §. Laing, D.D., The Mansc, Muswellbrook, Austraha.

My DEAR DR. LaING,—Thank vou for your kind note of October 20th,
covering the resolution adopted by the General Assembly of the Preshyterian
Church of Australia.

Qur Committee are very grateful to the Assembly for this expression of
its appreciation of the Bible Society’s work. They feel how much they also
are indebted to the Presbyterian Churches all over the world for sympathy
and practical help so readily given during the hundred years of the Society’s
work.

They are specially pleased to know that Sunday, March 6th, is to bhe
observed as Bible Sunday, and arc thankful that the appeal is to he made
for prayerful interest and the generous gifts of the Church members.

Believe me to be,
Yours very faithfully,
JOHN H. RITSON, Secretary.

B e s 2
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{4.) FROM THE ALLIANCE OF TilE REFORMED CHURCHES HOLDING THE
PRESBYTERTAN SYSTEM.

25 Christ Church Avenue,
Brondesbury, London, N.W.
January, 1905.

Rev. Jas. §. Laing D.D., Senior Clerk General Assembly Preshyterian
Church of Australia.

DEAR BROTHER,—Will vou kindly submit this letter to the next Annual
Meeting of the Supreme Court of your Church, and call its attention to the
following Resolutions adopted by the General Council of the Alliance which
met in Liverpool last june. They refer to the celebration of certain import-
ant anniversarigs of Reformation eveats, which the Council considered
should not be suffcred to pass without suitable remembrance.

Liverpool, June 29th, 1904.

Inter afia: ‘* The Business Committee having taken into comsideration
that the four hundredth anniversary of the birth of John Knox falls in 1905,
that the three hundredth anniversary of the death of Theodore Beza falls in
the same year, and that the four hundredth anniversary of the bhirth of
Calvin falls in 1909, recommends that it be remitted to the Clerks to prepare
a suitable Minute on the subject, to be embodied in the Minutes of Council,
with a recommendation to the various Churches of the Alliance to commem-
orate events at suitabic timc {Proceedings of Council, p. 34).

Liverpool, July 4th, 1904.

Tuter alia: ¢ Rev. Dr. Roberts now submitted a report from a sub-com-
mittee suggesting the observance of certain anniversaries in connection with
the Reformation.

““ The attention of the Committee has been called to the observance by
the Reformed and Lutheran Churches of the European Continent and else-
where, of the first Sabbath of November as a day of special thanksgiving
for the hlessings resulting to so many Churches and countries from that
great religious revival, which we call the Reformation of the Sixteenth Cen-
tury.

¢ Such Commemorative Thanksgiving exercises yvour Committee regard
as fitted to render most important service in our own dav to the Reformed
and Presbyterian Churches of the world. They would also form another link
hetween the Churches of the European Continept and those located in other
parts of the world.

** Your Committee would therefore recommend that the Council suggest
the observance of such ¢ Reformation Day’ by the different Churches of the
Alliance, and would point cut that the present is a most opportune season
for arranging for such commemoration, since the birth of Knox is held to
have occurred in 1505 ; the death of Theodore Beza, colleague and successor
of Calvin, in 1605; and the birth of Calvin himself in 1509.

“ All which is respectfully submitted.

‘“ After some remarks by Professor Szabo, and by M. Ch. Merle
d’Aubigné, the Report was accepted and adopted, on the understanding that
the Churches might observe either the last Sabbath of October or the first
Sabbath of November, as on the Continent the brethren themselves varied as
to the day to be ohserved!” (Proceedings of Councii, p. 180).

The Eastern Section of the Alliance understands that some Churches,
especially in Great Britain, have alrecady taken steps toward commemorative
exercises in regard to John Knox during the year now opening; hut in view
of the danger that these may lead to merely local or individual action, it
would respectfully urge that an agreement be come ta in the interests of
Reformed and Presbyterian Churches alike, among the different Church
Committees as to a common date of celebration, It is desirable that so far
as possible, the same Sabbath day be selected for sermons, in which the
benefits of the Reformation and the part which John Knex had in obtaining




pg—

16

these for Scotland, shall be considered. The same weck might be fixed on
for public meetings, at which other aspects of his work could be fitly set
forth. If this be not done, the National character of the Commemoration
will be absent, and the moral impression of such a National honouring of
the memory of the great Reformer will be in danger of heing dissi-
pated and in great measure lost.

Since the precise day and vear of Knox's birth are uncertain, there is ne
obvious reason for the observance of une day more than another; but to
permit of our kinsmen beyond the Atlantic and in the far distant Colonies
of Great Britain, as well as our Continental neighbours (noune of whosc
Churches will have this matter before their Assemblies till May or June of
the present year), joining with us on this occasion, the date sclected by the
British Churches for a united observance would necd to be late in the vear.
The Section therefore respectfully suggests that one or other of the Sabbath
days mentioned in the Resolution of Council—either the last Sabbath of Oc-
tober or the first Sabbath of November—be chosen for this purpose. In this
way we who are brethren in faith and polity would stand together the whole
world aver, as a United Church, in paying honour to the memory of one to
whom we are all indebted.

Should this suggestion commend itself to your Church. the Executive
Committee of the Alliance {Fastern Section) ventures tn hope that the Com-
mittee, if any, already appointed by vour Church. will place itself in carly
and friendly communication with thosc of sister Churches, with a view to a
simultaneous, and possibly also, a combined celebration.

In name and by appointment of the Alliance,
J. OSWALD DYKES., President.
;. ID. MATHEWS, General Sccretary.

P.S.—Since the above letter was written, the Committces appointed by
the different Assemblies of the Scottish Presbyterian Churches have agreed
that the services Commemorative of the hirth of John Knox be held through-
out their several Churches on Sabhath, May 21st, 1905, and they wall ask,
we understand, all their brethren throughout the world, to unite with them,
if possible, in similar exercises on that day.

G. D. MATHEWS, General Secretary.

London, January 26th, 1905.

{5.) FROM THE COLONIAL COMMITTEE OF THE CHURCH OF SCOTLAXD.

22 Queen Street. Fdinburgh,
March 20th, 1905.

The Rev. james S. Laing, 12.1)., Senior Clerk of the Presbyterian Church
of Australia, Muswellbrook, New South Wales.

DrarR SiR,—The subject of granting commissions to ministers of the
Church of Scotland who have gone abroad and who desire to connect them-
selves with Churches in the Colonies, has been under consideration by the
Colonial Committee recently, and at their last meeting the following resolu-
tion was unanimously adopted, viz.:

““ That in future no commission other than a special onc be granted by
the Committee, unless the Minister has been appointed directly to a charge
by the Committee, or has bcen sclected and sent out by them at the request
of one of the Colonial Churches.

I was instructed to send to each of the Colonial Churches a copy of this
resolution, and to say that the Committee have been led to adopt it owing to
the fact that in judging of the propriety of granting such commissions they
were dependent to a great cxtent upon the report of nthers as to the unsuit-
ability of the applicants. The Committee feel that a Preshyterial Certificate
ought to be a sufficient guarantee of character and ministenial efficiency, and
should certainly be preferable to one granted hy them. as the Presbyteries
are more likely to have fuller information. They wish the responsibility
henceforth to rest upon the Presbyteries as the responsible court.
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This resolution has been come to with a view to safcgl_lard the interests
of the Colonial Churches as well as of the Colonial Committee.

I am, yours faithfully,
J. MITFORD MITCHELL.

{6.) FROM THE WOMEN'S CHRISTIAN TEMFPERANCE UNIOXN,

““ The General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church of Australia is
most earnestly requested to recommend the observance of the fourth Sabbath
in November as the \Vorld's Tempcrance Day.

ANNA R. MANROGOD,
Supt. 5.5. Bepe., W.C.T.U,
Brickenbridge Avenue, Pittsburg, Pennsylvania,

(7.) RESIGNATION OF THE REV. JaMEs |KASK.

| Canning Strecet, Launceston.
Fehruary 6th, 1905,

Right. Rev. the Moderator Preshyterian Church of Australia,

RIGHT REV. aND DEAR SIR,—! beg leave to place in vour hands my
resignation of my position and status as a Minister of the Presbyterian
Church of Australia.—l am, Ru,ht Rev. and dear Sir,

Yours most respectfully,

JAMES ILEASK.

(8.} LETTER FROM THE SENIOR CLERK.

The Mansc. Muswellbrook,

) September 6th, 1905.
The Right Rev, the Moderator, General Assembly of Australia.

DrAR DR. BRUCE,—It is with great reget that I find that the sight of the
eye which was oper’tted on is not yet sufhaently matured to enahle me to read
and write with comfort, and | therefore feel it necessary to seek the forbear-
ance of the General Assembly, and to ask the Venerable Court to grant me
leave of absence for this session.

I may state that | have compiled and issued the White Book, and shall
be prepared to do the same for the Blue Book, at the close of the Assembly’s
meeting.

1f | may be allowed, 1 should Jike to make a sugpestion in the interest
of my ]umor Colleague, to the effect that a competent member he appointed
as Joint-Convener of the Business Committee, to arrange the business and
prepdn advertiscments, ctc.

he Junior Clerk, "thus relieved of such details, would, I think, easily
prepare the daily Minutes as | usually do.

With the earncst desirc and prayer that the Assembly may have a useful
and profitable session, I remain, yours faithfully,

JAMES 8. LLAIN(G, Scnior Clerk.

{9.) THE OPINION OF THE LAW OFFICERS OF THE GENERA{L ASSEMBLY RELATIVE
TO THE DESIGNATION OF ASKEMBLIES.

The General Assembly of 1901 made the foltowing remit to Presbyteries
— That wherever the word ‘ local " occurs in the Arucles of Agrcement, the
word * State ' be used.’

The returns to this remit showed that a majority of the Preshyteries ap-
proved, but as only one State Assembly had made a return, the General As-
sembly of 1903 rcsolved to ‘‘ remit the overture tu Presbyteries and State
Assemblies in terms of Articles XIII.”
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The returns to this remit show that a majority both of the Presbyteries
and of State Assemblies approved of its terms.

In my opinion, therefore, the General Assembly of 1905 has power to alter
the Articles of Agreement bv substituting the word * State’’ for the word
“*local ”’ wherever the latter occurs in connection with the designation of
Asscmblies.

The suggestions as to the hest designations for the State Assemblies con-
tained in certain of the returns are entirely outside the terms of the remit, hut
do not in my apinion affect the validity of the returns.

JOHN GARLAND, Procurator.
Gth September, 1905.

We concur in the above apinion.

DAVIES & CAMPBELL, Law Agents.
&th September, 1905.

T
OVERTURES.

{1.) OVERTURE ON THE TRAINING OF HOME MISSION AGENTS WITH A VIEW TO
ORDINATION,

From the State Axembly of Wentern dustratin,

Whereas the supply of ministers is limited; whereas the Assembly em-
ploy, through their Home Mission Committee, a number of Lay Missionaries
and Pastors, and have pledged themselves to offer some inducement to these
and other young men desirous of study for the ministry; whereas it will tend
to encourage and stimulate these Missionaries to prosecute their studies to
offer them the prospect of entering the regular ministry: It is humbly over-
tured to the Assembly of the Preshyterian Church in Western Australia, cited
to meet in Perth on the ath day of November, 1904, to take these premises
into consideration and send the following recommendations as an overture to
the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church of Australia:—

1. That the Lay Missionaries and Pastors be encouraged to study for
the ministry ; and that those who intimate their desire to study with a view to
ordination undergo a course of training extending over six ycars.

2. That the Home Mission Committee be empowered to supervise and
direct the studies of the students, in co-operation with and in accordance
with a course approved by the College Committee of the Preshyterian Church
of Australia.

3. That the course of study include : Scripture, English Literature, Chris-
tian Ethics and Evidences, New Testament Greek, Theology, Church His-
tory, and Practical Training,

4, That each student be examined annually in the prescribed subjects
and text-baoks; his year of study to be regarded as one of the six years of
the course, only on condition of his reaching an efficiency which satisfies the
Home Mission Committee.

5. That at the close of the six years’ study, providing the student has
continuously and satisfactorily served the Home Mission Committee, and
passed the necessary examinations, the missionary be crdained to the minis-
try.

HENRY C. MATTHEW,
Acting Clerk of State Assembly.
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{2.) OVERTURE ON A MANUAL OF PRESBYTERIANISM.

From the Commitiee ou Religion awd Public Morals, N.S. i,

Whereas it is most desirable that members and adherents of the
Church should be acquainted with the history and principles of Presbyterian-
ism; and whereas the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in the
State af New South \Wales instricted this Committee to bring the matter be-
fore the General Assembly of the Church of Australia: it is hereby humbly
aovertured by the Committee on Religion and Public Morals to the Venerable
the General Assembly of the Church of Australia to take these premises into
consideration, and to deal with the matter as the Assembly in its wisdom
may deem best.

RONALD G. MACINTYRE, Convener.

(3.} OVERTURE OXN THE RIGHTFUL SUBJECIS OF BAPTISM.
From the Presbytery of Melhourue South,

\Whereas, despite the explicit statement contained in the Confession of
Faith, Chapter XXII1., par, 5. somec uncertainty of vicw seems to prevail in
our Church as to who are the rightful subjects of baptism; and whercas the
practice of different Ministers of the Church in the administration of this
ordinance would appear to be different : the General Assembly of Australia is
humbly overtured to take this important matter into consideration, with the
view of issuing such advice or instructions anent it as will help to guide
BDlinisters and Church Sessions, and lead to some uniformity of practice with

regard to this Holy Sacrament.
P. J. MURDOCH, Presbytery Cierk.

{4.) OVERTURFE, ON TRAINING OF HOME MISSIONARIES.
From the State Assewmdly of Tasmanin.

At Taunceston and within Chalmers Church on 24th day of March, 1905,
at 10 a.m., the Assembly met pursuant to adjournment, and was constituted
by the Moderator.

Iuter adia . The Rev. A. R. Oshorn, with leave of the Assembly, moved
the following motion :(—That this Assembly overture the General Assembly
of the Presbyterian Church of Australia to recognise its course of training
for Home Missionaries, and to grant to those who have completed whole or
part of that the same recognition and privileges as are granted to Mission-
aries who have done like work in other States. This was seconded by Mr.
(. Kerr, and agreed to.

Extracted from the Minutes of the Assembly by
JOHN RUSSELL, Clerk.

COURSE PRESCRIBED FOR FIRST YEAR.

Fnglish Grammar; Composition, selected pieces; an Old Testament
Study and a New Testament Study ; Salmond’s Handbook or Shorter Cate-
chism, Part 1; Sermon Preparation; Reading of Scripture and Delivery of
Sermons.

REPORT ON ABOVE COURSE.

Your Committee have to report that last August arrangements were made
whereby a fortnight’s instruction was given to Missionaries entering on the
course prescribed by the Assembly of 1904, Four Missionaries, namely,
Messrs. L. Donaldsen, A. Jessop, J. Palamountain, and E. W. Walker, a1
tended the classes. Instruction in New Testament studv. Catechism, and
Sermon Preparation was given by Rev. ¥. E, Oxer, M.A., D.D. Instruction
in Old Testament study, English, and Sermon Declivery was given by Rev.
A. R. Osborn, M.A. . . . Examination tcsts have since been given to
Messars. A. Jessop and A, E, Walker: Mr. Palamountain has relinquished work
in our Church; Mr. Donaldson has been suffering from eve trouble. \We re-
commend that the Assembly should consider him, as well as Messrs. Jessap
and Walker, as having completed one vear of the Mission Course.
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DELIVERANCE.

The Assembly adopt the teport, and thank Revs. A. R. Oshorn and F. E.
Oxer, Messrs. A. J. Hawkins and D. [nglis, and all those who assisted during
the Missionaries’ stay in Launceston. Accept Messrs. Donaldson, Jessop,
and Walker as having completed one vear of the Mission Course, and take
such steps as may be needful to secure recognition of this work by the Pres-
byterian Church of Australia. Approve Syllabus for 1905,

Extracted from the report by
J. RUSSELL, Clerk.

{5.) OVERTURE ON HOME AND FOREIGN MISSION AGENTS BEING r: officio
MEMBERS OF THE GENERAI ASSEMBLY.

Whereas it is very desirable that the Home ana .~oreign Mission Agent
of the General Assembl} for the time being should be ex officio members of
the Assembly: It is humbly overtured by the undersigned, heing members of
the Assembly, to the Venerable the General Assembly of the Church of Aus-
tralia, to take these premises into consideration, and to enact that in addition
to the members of Assembly mentio =ed in Article [I1. of the Articles of
Agreement of the Church, the Home ana Foreign Mission Agents he «er officio

members.
ALEXANDER STEWART
RONALD (. MACINTYRE
JOHN WALKER
JOHN FERGUSQON
HUME ROBERTSON
W. GRAY
J HUGH BALTFOUR

PETI{1ONS,

(1.) PETITION OF MR. A. M. OGILVIE TQ BE TAKEN ON TRIALS FOR LICENSE.

To the College Committee of the Presbhyterian Church of Australia.

The Humble Petition of Archibald Macfarlane Ogilvie, of Manilla, in the
State of New South Wales, respectfully sheweth :—

1. That your Petitioner is, and has been for two and a half vears, en-
gaged as an Agent on behalf of the Home Missions Committee of the Pres-
byterian Church in New South Wales, and is at present in charge of the
Home Missions Parish of Manilla.

2. That he was educated in Scotland, and was in course of training for
the Ministry when he was compelled to leave Scotland in search of health.

3. That before leaving Scotland he laboured for five vears in connection
with the Students’ Settlement in Glasgow, During the first three vears he
acted as Assistant Missionary, and during the last two vears as Missionary.
He also had charge for two years of a large Mission in connection with the
Caledonia Road United Free Church, Glasgow.

4, That after coming to New South Wales he acted as Assistant to Rev.
James Kinghorn at Bathurst for nineteen months, and afterwards had charge
of Warren Parish for three months until July, 1904, when his services were
specially requisitioned for the difficult post of hlllldlnf.'.’ up the Home Missions
Parish of Manilla. He still continues to labour at Manilla. and the result of
his work is shown in the letter of the Secretary of the Church at Manilla,
which is attached.
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5. That he has received a good education, possesses a fair knowledge of
Latin, and 15 now studying Greek.

6. That at the time of the breakdown in his health hc was a Student of
Glasgow University, and attended classes in the following subjects :—Moral
Philosophy, English literature, Political Economy, logic, including Psycho-
logy and Metaphysics.

7. That he is unable to complete the ordinary students’ course, hecause
the only Universities in Australia are situated near the sea-coast, and his
health is such that he cannot remain for more than a few days near the sea,
although he enjoys good health in a dry climate.

8. That he desires to enter the ministry of the Presbyterian Church of
Australia, and to labour for the Church in the inland centres, where a dry
climate is to be found.

Your pectitioner thercfore prays that he may be admitted and ordained as
a Minister of the Presbyvterian Church of Australia, either with or without
further examination.

And your petitioncr, as in duty bound, will ever pray.
Dated this sixth dav of February, 1905,
A. M. OGILVIE,

EXTRACT MINUTE FROM PRESBYTERY OF NEW ENGLAXD.

At Armidale, the 21st day of March, which day the Preshytery of New
England met, and was constituted with prayer.

Inter alin: The Presbytery took up consideration of a petition from Mr.
A. M. Ogilvie, postponed from last meeting. Mr. Ogilvie, Home Mission
Agent at Manilla, desired to be received into the ministry of the Presbyterian
Church in Australia. A number of testimonials accompanied the petition.

After consideration, the Presbytery rcsolved to transmit the petition to
the General Assembly of Australia, simpficitcr. Closed with prayer.

Exracted from the Records of the New England Preshbytery hy me,
A. P. CAMERON, Cierk.

EXTRACT MINUTE FROM THEOLOGICAL HALL COMMITTEE.

Within St. Stephen’s Church, Svdney, April 11th, 1905, which day and
place the Theological Ilall Committee held a special mecting, opened witly
praver.

Inter alin: The Petition of Mr. A. M. Ogilvie to the College Committee
of the Preshyterian Church of Australia, together with Extract Minute of the
Presbytery of New England, several testimonials from Ministers in New
South Wales and Scotland, and certificates of attendance and work at Glas-
gow University Sessions, 1897-8-9, were read and considered, whereupon it
was moved, seconded, and agreed—7That the Theological Hall Committee
cordially support Mr. Ogilvie’s petition on condition that he pass an exam-
Klationl_satisfactory to the College Committee of the Presbyterian Church of

ustralia,

Extracted from the Records of the Theological ITall Committee this day,

Apri]l 11th, 1904, by me,
ROBERT STEEL, Secretary.

CERTIFICATE FROM MANILLA COMMITTEE OF MANAGEMENT.

Presbyterian Church, Manilla.

. February Gth, 1905.
The Clerk of the Presbvtery of New England.

DEAR SIR,—I beg to state that Mr. A. M. Ogilvie has been in charge of
Manilla Home Mission Parish since July, 1904, and during that time he has
shewn himself a man of the highest character, and with marked ability, hoth
as a preacher and as an administrator. He took charge of Manilla at a tin, -
when the work presented great difficulties, but nevertheless he has worked
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with very great success, and the whole people have become attached to him.
[ might say that, if he were eligible, our pcople would with gladness call him
as our Minister, with every confidence that he is worthy of us and of the
high position of a Minister of the Presbyterian Church.

On behalf of the Committee,
I am, vours faithfully,
JOHN D. KENNEDY,
CERTIFICATE FROM REV. JAMES KINGIORNX,

These are to certify that Mr. A. M. Ogilvic assisted me in the work |
the Bathurst Parish for nearly two years, and that his services gave complete
satisfaction to the congregatioh and to myself. ‘

As a colieague, I ever found him loyal and unselfish; as a compangon,
affable and interesting; as a man, worthy of respect on account of his high
character, unatfected gondness, and simple devotion to his Master.

His pulpit ministrations were of a high order, and gavc satisfaction to
all; and his personal intercourse with the people endeared him to the whole
congregation.

Although his health did not permit of his finishing his course in Scot-
land, I venture to say that he is a fit person educationalty, as well as in point
of tact, character, and experience, to he ordained without further study, and
I shall be glad to hear that his qualification and services have received this
recognition. 1 am, etc.,

JAMES KINGHORN,
Minister of St. Peter’s Church, North Syvdney.
Sometime of St. Stephen’s Church, Bathurst.

The Manse, North Sydney, Sept. 20th, 1904,

EXTRACT MINUTE OF THE GENERAIL ASSEMBLY OF NEW SOUTIL WALES.

At Sydney and within St, Stephen's Church, Phillip Street, on Monday,
the fifteenth day of May, onc thousand nine hundred and five vears, which
day the General Assembly in the State of New South Wales being met and
duly constituted.

Inter afin: The Assembly called for petition from Mr. A, M. Ogilvie to
be taken on trials for license. 1t was moved, seconded, and agreed :—That
the petition be received and transmitted to the General Assembly of Aus-
tralia, with the recommendation that the prayver thereof be granted.

Extracted from the Records of the General Assembly of New  South

Wales, by me.
JAMES S. LAING, 2.D.,
: Clerk of Assembly.

(2.} PETITION QF MR. GEORGE CRANSTON TO BE ADMITTED AS A STUDENT OF
DIVINITY.

To the General Assembly of Australia.

The humble Petition of George Cranston, of St. Andrew’s College,
Sydney, respectfully sheweth:—

‘That your Petitioner attended the following graduating Course in the
Faculty of Arts, in the University of Glasgow, and for each class he received
the ordinary Class Ticket.

Ist Year: Middle Latin and Greek.

#nd Year: Middle Latin and Greek.

The ahove standards were accepted by the late United Presbyterian
Church of Scotland, of which your petitioner was a member.

3rd Year : English Literature (including Philology); Moral Philosophy.

4th Year: Logic (including Psychology and Metaphysics); Junior
Hebrew.

ath Year : History; Senior Hebrew,
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The latter subject is recognised by the Senatus of Glasgow University
as a graduating subject for the degrce of M.A.

That he studied in the Divinity Hall of the United Free Church in Glas-
gow for one vear, and took the following classes:—({1) Greek Exegesis, Dr.
Denny. (2) Jumor Hebrew, Dr. Eaton (pro tem. Dr. G. A. Smith). (3)
Christian Fthics, Dr. Hislop. (4) Elocution, Mr. Harrover.

Your petitioner wishes to inform you that he did not sit the Entrance
Examination to the Divinity Hall for the following reasons:—That he was
Assistant Missionary in the Kinning Park U.F, Church under the Rev, Arch.
Russell, M.A., and that owing to Mr. Russell taking his holidays a month
Jater than usual (July}, he had the whole respons.bilay of .ne L ngregation
of about K00 membhers in regards to visiting and supplyving of pulpits for six
weeks ; also, that he had to do the ordinary work of the Mission, as well as
the above. These duties lett no rime for classical studies.

On entering the Hall vour petitioner was informed that his attendance of
the classes would be allowed to count on condition that he passed the En-
trance Examination in the following year. As he received appointment from
the Home Mission Committee of the DPresbyterian Church of New South
Wales, when the first session expired he was unable to sit the Entrance
Examination, which would not take place till six months after he left Glas-
gow to come to Australia.

) JYour petitioner has been allowed to sit the Entrance Examination here
in June.

On condition that he is successful in this examination, he therefore prays
that he may be received by the Presbyterian Church of Australia as a Divin-
ity Student of the second year,

And your petitioner, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

GEORGE CRANSTON.
Dated this 9th day of May, 1905,

This is to certify, in the name and by the authority of the Presbytery of
Sydney, that on 10th May, 1905, the Presbytery received a Petition from Mr.
(. Cranston, praying to be admitted to the Theological Hall as a student of
the Second Year; that the Presbytery resolved to transmit the petitior to the
General Assembly of Australia through the State General Assembly, with
the recommendation that the prayer thereof be granted, provided that (1) he
pass the Entrance Examination, and that (2) he place in the Clerk’s hands the
necessary ccrtificates.,

Certified this 11th May, 1905, by me,
G. MACINNES, Clerk.

EXTRACT MINUTE OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF NEW SOUTH WALES.

At Sydney and within St. Stephen’s Church, Phillip Street, on Thursday,
the eighteenth day of May, one thousand nine hundred and five years, which day
the General Assembly in the State of New South Wales heing met and duly
constituted.

Inter afin: The Assembly called for petition from Mr. George Cranston
to be admitted as a Theological Student. 1t was moved, seconded, and
agreed :—That the petition of Mr. G. Cranston be forwarded to the College
Committee of Australia, with the recommendation that it be granted.

Extracted from the Records of the General Asscmbly of New South

Wales, by me
— JAMES 8. LAING, D.D.,
Clerk of Assembly.

[3.) PETITION OF MR. J. CHARLES GIBSON TO BE ADMITTED AS A THEOLOGICAL
STUDENT.

Unto the Vencrable the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church of
Australia in the Statc of New South Wales.

The Petition of the undersigned humbly sheweth, that:— ;

1. He is desirous of studying for the ministry of the Presbyterian Church
of Australia.
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2. That he has been a matriculated student in the University of Syvdney
for the past two years, and has passcd the yearly examination in the first year
of Arts, and is at present attending a course in Philosophy.

3. That he wishes now to proceed with his theological studies in the
Theological Hall.

Your petitioner therefore asks your Venerable Court to approve of his ad-
mission to the Theological Hall.

And vour petwaoner will ever prav. |
J. CHARLES GIBSON.

This is to certify in the name and by the authority of the Presbyterv of
Sydney that, on 10th May, 1905, the Presbytery received a petition from Mr.
J. Gibson, praying for admission to the Theological Hall as a student of the
first year. The Presbytery resolved to transmit the petition to the General
Assembly of Australia through the State General Assembly, with the recom-
mendation that the praver thereof be granted, provided that (1) he pass an
examination in Greek, and {2} that he place in the Clerk’s hands the neces-
sary certificates.

Certified this 11th May, 1905, by me, !
G. MACINNES, Clerk.

EXTRACT MINUTE OF THE GENERA{L ASSEMBLY OF NXEW SOUTH WALES.

At Svdney and within St. Stephen’s Church, Phillip Street, on Thursday,
the eighteenth day of May, one thousand nine hundred and five years, which day
the General Assembly in the State of New South Wales being met and duly
constituted.

Iuter alia: The Assembly called for petition from Mr. J. Charles Gibson
to be admitted as a Theological Student. [t was moved, seconded, and
agreed :—That Mr. Gihson’s petition be forwarded to the College Committee
of Australia, with a recommendation that the praver thereof be granted, pro-
vided he passes an examination in Greek, and that he places in the Clerk’s
hands the necessary certificate.

Extracted from the Records of the General Assembly of New South
Wales, by me,
JAMES 8. LAING, D.D.,

Clerk of Assembiy.

{4.) PETITION OF MR. JAMES ANDERSON CRAVING LICENSE.

To the Venerable the General Assembly of Australia, to meet at Mel-
bourne in September, 1805.

The Petition of the undersigned, Mr. James Anderson, respectfully
gheweth :—

1. That vour petitioner studied for the Christian Ministry under the care
of the Presbytery of Adelaide, and, in the year 1886, fulflled the whole
Course prescribed at that time for students preparatory to being taken on
trials for license, and duly passed all his trials for license.

2. That family circumstances necessitated that he should take up busi-
ness concerns in connection with the involved affairs of his brother, and
consequently he requested the Presbytery of Adelaide to defer license.

3. That after some vears he succeeded in putting these husiness matters
on a satisfactory footing, and felt himself at liberty again to look forward to
the Ministry of the Gospel.

4. That your petitioner has been emploved as a Home Mission Agent,
both in South Australia and New South Wales, and is now in charge of the
parish of Walgett, to the satisfaction of the Home Mission Committee of New
South Wales.

5. That your petitioner applied to the Presbytery of Adelaide to be licen-
sed, but his application was refused, on account of the lapse of nearly 20
years, and the fact that the course of study required of candidates for the
Ministry at the present time is much fuller than it was at the time when your
Petitioner was a student.
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Your petitioner therefore pravs that vour Venerable Court will take these
premises mto ¢onsideration, and accord to him the status that he once occu-
pied, namely, as a student who fulfilled the course of study prescribed, and
p'\ssed his trials for license, and authorise the Presbytery of New England,
New South Wales, to license him.

And your petitioner, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

JAMES ANDERSON.
Walgett, July 3rd, 1905.

Glen Innes, July 24th, 1905.

This is to certify that on the 21st July the I’resbytery of New England
transmitted the petition of Mr, James Anderson, to the Assembly of Aus-
tralia, with the recommendation that the prayer thereof be granted.

Cernified by me this 24th day of July, 19035,
A. P. CAMERON, Presbytery Clerk.

{3.) PETITION OF THE REV. J. H. MACGOUN TO BE RECEIVED AS A MINISTER OF
THE CHURCH.

Unto the Vcenerable the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church
of Australa,

The Petition of the undersigned respectfully sheweth :—

‘I'hat vour pctltloner received education in Dunedin vunder privatc tutors
for five vears, and in the Government Public School for six ycars, and further
prosecuted Ins studies while in business there under the gu1dancc of his min-
ister ; that he resided in Dunedin until 1896,

That he acted as supply in various Churches of the Presbyterian Church
of New Zealand in Otago during a period of 18 months, and went to India in
1897 after a further course of training in the \Ilssmnary Training College,
South Australia, under the superintendence of Rev. W, Lockhart Morton.

hat he em,agt:(l in school work as Principal of the Christian Training
School and Orphanage, Mussoorie, India, during a period of five years, and
held appointments as Pastor of the Union Church, Mussoorie, on different
occasions.

That for two years he studied under a Committee of the Iresbytery of
l.udhiana, with a view to ordination (the President of the Theological Hall,
Saharanpur, being a member) ; that he was recommended to the Pre%hylery
of Ludhiana, from whom he received the accompanying certificate, dated 10th
October, 1904,

That he resigned his position in the School for family reasons, and re-
turned to Australia in December, 1904. That he was engaged in w ork under
the direction of the Home Mission Committee of the Presbyterian Church o
New South Wales, and was appointed Assistant Minister in the Culcairn
Parish under Rev. Alexander McClinchie,

That petitioner therefore prays to be admitted into the Preshyterian
Church of Austraha as a Minister in full standing.

And your petitioner, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

JOHN HUNTER MACGOUN.

This 1s to certify, in the name and by the authority of the Presbytery of
Sydney, to the General Aqeembl\ of Australia, that on the sth August, 1905,
the Presbytery transmitted to the General Assembv a petition from Rev.

John MacGoun for admission to the Ministry of the Church of Australia,
with the recommendation that the prayer thereof he not granted.

Certified this 12th August, 1905, by e,
G. MACINNES,
Clerk of Preshytery.
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SUPPLEMENTARY PETITION OF THE REV. J. H. MACGOUN.

Unto the Venerable the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church
of Australia.

The Supplementary Petition of the undersigned respectfully sheweth: —

That your petitioner was born in Dunedin, New Zealand; that he was
born on 5th April, 1875, and 1§ now 30 years of age.

That he studied the following subjects:—

Languages—French, Latin, Greek, Iindi, Urdu, Marathi.

Mathcmatics—Euclid, Algebra, (Geometry (solid and plane).

FEnglish 1listory, Geography, Geology (Sir W. Dawson’s works), Theol-
ogy (Hodge), Christian Evidences, Butler’s Analogy of Religion,
Logic, Church History (Waddingham's}, Scripture, Comparative
Religion, English.

That he entered the Missionary College, South Australia, and resided
there about two months when en route to India as an accepted candidate of
the Poona and Indian Village Mission; was generally engaged in evaneelistic
work or in preaching in the Churches in Adelaide—({vide letter from Rev, \V.
Lockhart Morton)—Studies : Scripture Analysis, Sermon Qutlines and Critic-
ism, Biographies of eminent missionaries and preachers, Elocution.

That your petitioner engaged in missionary work in India under Mr.
C. F. Reeve, of the Poona and Indian Village Mission, during a period of
14 months, and left at his request, being unable to approve of the working
out of the professed interdenominational principle. The Rev. {now Dr.} P. R.
Mackay, Sccretary of the Anglo-Indian Evangelisation Society, immediately
and with full knowledge of the circumstances and reasons for my leaving, in-
vited your petitioner to become an Agent of the Society.

That owing to the scarcity of Scottish Missionaries in the district of
Dehra Dun, your petitioner was connected with the American Presbyterian
Church there, the Presbytery being associated with the Assembly in United
States of America. The licenses 1ssued hy the Ludhiana Presbytery to vour
petitioner therefore mentions only the American Church.

And your petitioner, as in duty bound, will ever pray.
JOHN HUNTER MACGOUN.

I'RESRYTERIAL CERFIFICATE.
Saharanpur, October 10th, 1904.

This 15 to certify that the Rev. J. Tl. MacGoun is a Minister of the Pres-
byterian Church of the United States of America, and is connected with the
Presbytery of Ludhiana (Synod of India), by which he was ordained to the
ministry.  He is hereby dismissed from this Presbytery to the Presbytery
of l\g:\‘\i' South Wales, Australia, to whose c¢are he is affectionately com-
mended.

By Order of thc Presbvtery,
K. B. SIVEAR,
Moderator Ludhiana Presbytery.
P. C. UPPAL,
Stated Clerk of L.udhiana Presbytery.

{6.) THE PETITION OF THE REV. ROBERT ALEXANDER REDMOND, B.A., TO BE
RECEIVED AS A MINISTER OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF AUSTRALIA,

The Petition of the undersigned respectfully sheweth :—

1. That he was born at Slievenaholey, County Down, Ireland, in the year
1869.
2. That in training for the Ministry of thc Presbyterian Church he
matriculated in the Royal University of Ireland; that he attended the pre-
scribed classes in the Queen’s College, Belfast: that he graduated B.A. m
the Royval University of Ireland that he studied theology 1n the Assembly’s
College, Belfast.
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3. That he was licensed by the Presbytery of Belfast in May, 1900.

4. That in November, 1900, he was ordaincd by lhe_]’resb_\-'tery of Bally-
mena to the pastoral oversight of the congrepation of First Broughshane.

5. That in the year 1903 your petitioncr came to Australia for health rea-
sons, having teceived leave of absence from the Presbytery of Ballymena.

6. That during his residence in New South Wales your petitioner was
appointed by the Home Mission Committee to supp!_v Leura and Wentworth
Falls; that he occupied the pulpit in St. Stephen's, Sydney, for over five
monuths, and preached at various other Churches.

7. That vour petitioner, finding his health restored and the climatic con-
ditions congenial, demitted his charge in Ireland on August 4th, 1904, and
received Presbyterial credentials which accompany Petition.

Your petitioner prays the Vencrable Court to admit him as a Minister in
full standing.

And vour petitioner, as in duty bound, will ever pray,
R. A. REDMOXND.

Leura, 17th May, 1905.

{7.) THE PETITION QF REV. CHARLES EDWARD JAMES TO BE RECEIVED AS A
MINISTER OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH.

To the Right Reverend the Moderator and members of the General
Assembly of the Presbyterian Church of Australia.

X Th}tlz Petition of the undersigned Charles FEdward James respectiully
sheweth :—

_ 1. That the petitioner was until yesterday (September 30th, 1904) a Meth-
odist Minister in full standing, having heen Superintendent of Toowong Cir-
cuit since April, 1903, and previcusly Minister of the Albert Street Church
for five yvears (the extreme limit of the itinerating law).

2. That the petitioner was born at Hull (Yorkshire) in 1858 (November
17), and is now ncarly forty-five years of age.

3. That the petitioner is the son and grandson of Weslevan Ministers,
and received his early cducation at the school established for the benefit of
Ministers’ sons at Woodhouse Grove, near Leeds (Yorks,), and thereafter at
Huddersficld College, at that time affiliated with the London University.

¢, That in 1876 the petitioner reccived an appointment as an Assistant
Master in a private school at Stockton-on-Tees, and from that date until the
last guarter of 1881 followed the calling of a teacher in threce other schools,
amongst which was the \Wesleyan Collegiate Institution, Taunton {Somerset),
now known as the Queen’s College, from which school vour petitioner re-
moved to Jersey (Channel Islands) to study for the \Wesleyan Ministry.

5. That your petitioner was accepted as a candidate for the Wesleyan
Ministry by the British Conference of 1881, and entered at Richmond College,
ncar London, the same year.

6. That in 1882 the New South Wales Weslevan Church commissioned the
late Rev. Francis Tait to proceed to England for the purpose of recruiting
the ranks of the Colonial Ministry, and vour petitioner was persuaded to
join the band of eleven yvoung men who came out to Australia towards the
end of that year under the direction of the aforesaid Conference.

47. That the petitioner has laboured successively in Townsville {Queens-
land), Sydney (Chippendale and DBourke Strect Circuits), Berry, Tonga
{Friendly Islands, from which station a removal was neccssitated after a
short period. owing to domestic affliction), West Maitland, Bathurst, Sydney
(Montague Street Mission), Albert Street, Brishane, and Toowong.

8. That the petitioner’s life and work are therefore known to a wide and
fairly representative circle in the Methodist Church, as well as to many re-
spected Ministers and lavmen of the Presbyterian Church of New South
Wales and Queensland.

9. That the petitioner is moved to make application for admission into
the Presbyterian Church by the fact of the more permanent character of the
bond between pastor and people in that Church. and, to him, the more satis-
factory methods by which the Ministerial settlement is made.
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10. That the petitioner's experience of a more sxtended pastorate than
has, up to recently, been possible in the Mcthodist Church, ieads him to be-
lieve that if the Assembly be graciously pleased to grant his Petition aerd
associate him with the DPresbyterian Church of Australia, he will find a
sphere of more congenial and extended usefulness in the Kingdom of Gad.

_11. That in the event of his admission to the Presbyterian Church the
petitioner hereby pledges himself to obey that Church’s authority and serve
1ts interests to the best of his ability.

12. That the documents in support of this Petition are as follows :—

A. Copv of letter from the President of the Methodist Conference,
Queensland,

B. Copy of letter from Rev. Dr. Youngman, Chairman of the Bris-
bane District.

c. Copy of letter from Sir Arthur Rutledge, K.C.

n. Copy of document or petition presented by the Albert Street Trus-
tees to the Queensland Conference of 1903.

And your petitioner, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

CHARLES E. TAMES.
Gore Street, Toowong,

October 3rd, 1904.

(8.) PETITION OF REV. WALTER A. HOBSON TO BE RECEIVED AS A MINISTER
OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH.

Unto the Venerable the General Assembly of the Presbytcrian Church of
Australia,

The Petition of the undersigned Walter Alfred Iobson respectfully
sheweth :—
| 1. That the petitioner is a Congregational Minister in full standing, hav-
ing been trained for the Ministry at the Congregational Thealogical College,
Northingham, England, publicly ordained for the Ministry of the Gospel at
Crouch End, Congregational Church, London, May 28th. 1902, and sct aside
for the work in Queensland; and unto January, 1905, Minister of the Con-
gregational Church, Rockbampton, Queensland (see certificate appended),
and was President of the Rockhampton Ministers’ Union.

2. That the petitioner was born at Birmingham, England; is thirty-six
(36) years of age. and is an unmarried man,

3. That the petitioner was educated at the King Edward Grammar
School, Birmingham, for which he obtained a scholarship by competition;
that he entered the Undenominational College, presided over by the Rev. F.
B. Meyer, at Kennington, London, for one year’s theological study, after-
wards completing his studies for the Ministry by passing the entrance cm»am-
ination and taking the regular Ministerial course of study at the Congrega-
tional College, Nottingham, England, the curriculum of which includes:—

Languages—Hebrew, New Tcestament Greek, and Exegesis.

Philosophy, Logic, Apologetics, Metaphysics.

DPsychology, Social and Political Economy.

Theology—Dogmatic and Pastoral.

New Testament--Exegesis and Introduction.

Sermon-making and Preaching.

Duration of Course—three to four vears.

4. That the petitioner previous to entering College was employed nearly
four years as City Missionary, New Brighton, England, during which time
he gained invaluable experience as a preacher and pastor.

3. That the petitioner is in full accord with the standards of the Presby-
terian Church, including Declaratory Statcment.

6. That the petitioner feels drawn to the Presbyterian Church by its
freedom of congregational life and action, and by its organised system of
government, and leaves Congregationalism owing to its lack of organised
unity.
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7. That the petitioner is at present working in connection with the Pres-
byvterian Home Mission of Queensland at Green Mount, Darling Downs,
Queensland, and forwards this petition for presentation bv the Toowoomba
Presbytery, zmd pray the General Assembly 1o receive the same,

And your petitioner, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

WALTER A. ITOBSON.
Green Mountain, Darling Downs,

May 20th, 1905.

{9.) THE PETITION OF REV. CHARLES D. P. TAYLOR TO BE RECEIVED AS A
MINTSTER OF THE IPRESBYTERIAN CHURCH.

To the Venerable the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church of
Australia,

Your Petitioner, the Rev. Charles Danicl Philip Taylor, seeks admission
into the ranks of the Presbyterian Ministry, and in furtherance thegeof sub-
mits the following items of personal hlstory, educational qualifications, and
ministries in England and in Australia:—

L was born on the 10th of January, 1853. Up to the age of 16 years |
was educated at the Devonport Lollege. In 1869 1 becarmne an Admiralty
Pupil, winning the eighth position in a competitive list of 179 applicants. Up
to the year 1874 practical engineering and theoretical studies were pursued
under Admiralty supcrvision at the Royal Naval Dockyard and College. in
DMay, 1874, I won a scholarship in the Science and Art Department for Gen-
eral Iroﬁc1cncy, securing highest moarks in seven subjects. In June, 187
the South Kensington Arnt Examinations were passed and valuable prizes sc-
cured. In July, 1874, the cxaminations for entry into the Roval Naval Col-
lege, Greenwich, werc passed, and 12 months’ residence and studies cntered
upon. In the June, 1875, examinations 1 was successful in winning one of
the three Honour Certificates.  On the 9th August, 1875, I received my com-
mission as an ofiicer in H.M. Navy, and was .tppomted to H.M.S. “Sapphlre
The years 1875 to 1879 were spent on the Australian Station, and experiences
gained of the several States, of Tasmania, of New Zealand, 'and of the South
Sea 1slands, have greatly helped my ministry. During these voyagings I did
a good deal of Christian work, and colonial friends appreciated these {abours
in a very practical manner. They gave me £600 to enable me to resign my
commission, and to enter upon a College Course for the Ministry. At the
Western College, Plvmouth, the years 1878 to 1882 were spent as a Theological
Student.  After passing the final examinations 1 was ordained by Dr. Chap-
man, Prof. Anthony, and the Rev. C. Wilson, M.A., and a Church at Stone-
hurst placed under mv care. Four years of arduous but successful Ministry
followed. A new Church and School were built, and every penny of the
£2300 raised. In the midst of our joys a call from New South \Wales greeted
me, and on the 30th October, 1886, Plymouth was left for Parramatta. I'rom
1886 to 1904 the Congrcgational Churches at Parramatta, South Melbourne,
and Fremantle have been the scenes of my labours, and the copied testimon-
ials will testify to gracious results. In the June of 1904, and after consulta-
tion with brethren in the Eastern States and in West Australia, I decided to
take a step cherished for scveral years past—namely, to seek work amongst

my Presbyterian friends. 1(§ht heartily was 1 wclcomed at Subiaco, and
a pathway of sclf-sacrifice and strenuocus endeavour entered upon. Lowly
indeed was the condition of the Subiaco cause in June last. The building

used for Church and School purposes was sadly out of repair, the congrega-
tions were small, the monectary position weak indeed, but eleven months of
hard work have resulted in a building up-to-datc, a ne\\ class-toom built to
hold 70 people, congregations averaging between 157 and 210, a growing
number of members and adherents, the largest Fellow shm in West Australia,
and Choir, C.E. Society, Literary Society, and Tennis Club all eudencmg
growing strenp;th A serious attempt will be made to erect a manse hefore
the end of 1905,

More T cannaet sav. My hrethren here and ¢lsewhere are willing to tes-
tify of my life and Ministry, and of the great help rendered by my wife and
family in strengthening all ‘endeavours for Christian lifc and work, Never
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did the Presbyterian Church in West Australia stand more in neced of exper-
ienced Ministers of Christ than now. and the growing importance of this
vast State only serves to emphasise this need that must be seen to be under-
stood.

Praving that my petition might receive favourable reply, believe me,

yours very respectfully,
CHARLES D. P. TAYLOR.
The Manse, Subiaco,
2nd May, 1905,
Approved by Preshytery of Perth, 3rd May, 1905,
W. FLOYD SHANNON, B.A., Moderator.

(10.) THE PETITION OF TIIE REV. D. McFARLANE TO BE RECEIVED AS A
MINISTER OF THE PRENBYETRIAN CHURCH.

The Petition of the undersigned respectfully sheweth :—

That your petitioner was born in Scotland, and is 49 vears of age; that
he studied for the Ministry, and passed through the usual curriculum in
Arts and Theology at the University of St. Andrews; and was licensed to
preach the Gospel by the Presbytery of St. Andrews in May, 1879; that he
was thereupon appointed Assistant to the Minister of the Fast Parish Church,
Perth, where he laboured until 1891, when he was appointed Minister of
Newcastle, Natal, and, after ordination by the Preshvtery of Perth, has lab-
oured there since October, 1891, until December, 1904: that, finding the
emoluments of the office at Newcastle insufficient to provide for the needs
of a young family, your petitioner resigned his charge at Newcastle last De-
cember, with a view of procceding to and ohtaining a change in Australia
or elsewhere; that the usual certificate from the Presbytery of Natal, with a
special recommendation from that Presbytery and testimonials from Minis-
ters in Natal, are submitted along with this Petition: and that vour petitioner
now makes application to the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church
of Australia to be received therein with the status and privileges of an
ordained Minister of that Church.

And vour petitioner will cver pray.

D. McFARIT.ANE.

Ravenswood, Alma Road, E, St. Kildza,

31st March, 1905.

{11.} PETITION OF MR. JAMES T. KELLY TO BECOME A THEOLOGICAL STUDENT.

To the Venerable General Assembly of Australia.

I, Jarnes Thompson Kelly. am desirous of becoming a Candidate for the
Entrance Examination to the Theological Hall, Ormond College, to be held
in February, 1906.

1 am 27 vears of age: was born at Dumbarton, Scotland ; was educated at
Dumbarton Academy, and at Glasgow University, where 1 matriculated, pass-
ing in Latin, Greek, Mathematics, and English. 1 attended the University
for 34 years studying Medicine. In the Degree Examinations I passed in
Zoology, Botany, Chemistry, Physics, Physiology, and Materia Medica; also
attended Lectures in Anatomy, Medical Jurisprudence, Pathology, Chnical
Medicine, and Clinical Surgery. {Certificates enclosed.)

After leaving the University 1 was employed as a Missionary under the
Highlands and I[slands Committee of the United Free Church of Scotland,
and while engaged in this work, my interest in the work and needs of the
Church in Western Australia was first aroused. As a result, I left for West-
ern Australia to take up the position of Lay Assistant to Rev. Alex. Crow,
Kalgoorlie, and with the intention of pursuing my studies in Divinity while
engaged in work there, and of qualifying myself to become a Minister of the
Presbyterian Church of Australia.

After a vear of Mission work at Kalgoorlie, Bulong, and Kanowna, the
\WWest Australian Assembly passcd a resolution to petition the College Com-
mittee of the General Assembly as follows :—** That the Home Mission Com-
mittee recommend that Mr. Kellv be admitted as a student at Ormond Col-
lege on the same terms as a graduate.”’ (See W.A. Blue Bock, 1903, pages
15 and 27.} The result of this petition I have not vet heard,
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From March, 1904, till June, 1905, | was employed by Rev. Dr. Meikle-
jolin as Missionary at Montague Mission.

At present | am studving to pass two subjects of the first year Arts
Course, viz., Latin and Greek, as recommended by the College Committec,
on the understanding that by so doing I shall be admitted as a Candidate for
the Entrance Examination at Qrmond College.  But in the event of my fail-
ing in these subjects, | would still humbly petition this Assembly to admit
me as a Candidate, on the ground of the foregoing statements.

And your petitioner, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

JAMES THOMPSON KELLY.

(12.) THE PETITION OF MR. JOHN F. SIMS TO BECOME A THEOLOGICAL STUDENT.

To the Venerable the (General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church of
Australia.

The Petition of John Frederick Sims humbly sheweth :—

1. That vour petitioner is 2 Home Mission Agent in the employment of
the Home Mission Committee of the Presbyterian Church of Victoria, and
bas been thus employed for the last five and a half years—for the first two
vears and a half under the supervision of the Presbytery of Gippsland, the
Rev. Robert Mitchell, of Rosedale, being his Moderator, and since that with-
in the bounds of the Presbyteries of Maryborough and the Wimmera, the
Revs. H. T. Hull and Geo. B. Murphy supervising his work.

2. That before taking up work as a Home Mission Agent your petitioner
spent two vears at Angas College, Adelaide, the Rev. Lockhart Morton’s
Training Institution for workers in the Homc and Foreign Field, where,
under the Rev. D. M. Berry, M.A., and other teachers, he studied various
branches of Theology, English, Greek, and Homiletics, and received a prac-
tical training in Chnistian work.

3. That your petitioner presented himself at the Melbourne University
Matriculation Examination last May, and passed in Greek, English, and
Arithmetic, but failed to get a sufficicnt percentage in his other subjects—His-
ory, Latin, and Algebra—to secure a pass, being handicapped by the fact
that most of his work has been done in districts where it is impossible to get
Lelp in preparing for University Examinations.

4. That vour petitioner now asks that vour Venerable Court will permit
him to present himself for the Entrance Fxamination in the Theclogical Hall
of Ormond College next February, with the understanding that he will also
present himself at the next Matriculation Examination and do his utmost to
pass.,

5. That vour petitioner has done work that his Moderators have been
good enough to speak well of, and thinks that his training at Angas College,
his almost six vears' service of the Home Mission Committee in various parts
of Victoria, and the fact that he has already passed Matriculation Examina-
tion in Greek and English, should induce your Venerable Court to permit
him at this stage to present himself for the Ormond Entrance Examination.

6. That vour petitioner was not aware of the existence of the June
Classes for Missionaries until he had been in Victoria some considerable
time, and was not informed that it was necessary to attend them. He feels
that under all the circumstances his Petition might well be granted.

And vour petitioner, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

{Signed) JOHN FREDERICK SIMS.
August 29th, 1905.

Had the above Petition been forwarded in time for Preshytery Meeting,
I have no doubt it would have received the approval of Wimmera Presbytery.

THOMAS GRAY, Presbytery Clerk.
Horsham, August 30th, 1905.
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(13.) PHATITION OF MR. JOSEPH A. LEE TO BECOME A THEOLOGICAL STUDENT.

To the Venerable the (General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church of Australia.

The Petition of the undersigned, Joseph A. Lee, Presbyterian Missionary of the
Charge of Bothwell and Green Pouds, in the State of Tasmania, and an Elder of the
Church, humbly sheweth : —

That your petitioner, before coming t5 Tasminia, completed his course of training
as Home Mission Agent, passed all the prescribed examinations, and consequently is
eligible to sit for the entrance examination to the Theological Hall.

That your petitioner served the Church faithfully in Victoria for about six years,
at Stawell, Mount William and Natimuk, and Ministers throughout the Wimmera whose
pulpits he supplied can testify to the manner in which he filled their pulpits,

That your petitioner for the past fifteen months has laboured in the Charge of
Bothwell and Green Ponds in the Preshytery of Hobart, Tasmaniz, and, has reason to
believe, with acceptance to the people, und he is desirous of remaining there.

That it is impossible for your petitioner to attend the three years' course at Ormond
College without leaving his present Charge, and he has a wife and family depending
upon him for support and education, and he has not the means of «doing so should he
have to proceed to Melbourne to attend Ormond,

That your petitioner hegs leave to present letters of recommendation.

Your petitioner therefore humbly prays that the Venerable the Gieneral Assembly
will allow your petitioner to be received as a Student in Ldivinity by the Church in
Tasmania.

And your petitioner, as in duty bound, will ever pray.
JOSEPH A. LEE.

EXTRACT MINCUTE OF THE PRESBYTERY OF HOBART.

In St. Andrew's Vestry, Hobart, on Tuesday, 9th May, 1905, at 8 o’clock p.m., at
whicl time and place the Preshytery met and was duly constituted.

Tuter aliu: The Clerk submitted ana read a letter from Mr. Joseph A. Lee, Missionary
in charge of Bothwell and Green Ponds. covering a Petition to the Venerable the General
Assembly praying thut he might be allowed to be trained in Divinity in Tasinania, and
thus relieved from the necessity of attending a three years’ course at (Ormond College

Oa the mation of the Clerk, scconded by Mr. George Kerr, it was resolved—Tuat
the said Petition be transmitted to the Venerahle the General Assembly, with a request
that favourable consideration may be given to the prayer thereof.

Closed with prayer.

Kxtracted from the Minutes of the Presbytery of Hobart by
J. K. REID, Clerk.

{14.) PETITION OF MR, K. B. GARNER TO BECOME A THEOLOGICAL STUDENT.

UUnto the Venerable the Gzeneral Assembly of the Presbyterian Church of Australia.

The hiumble Petition of Richard Bourne Garner respectfully sheweth : —

1. That your petitioner has been engaged in Home Mission work in (Queensland
and New South Wales for the past eight years. Thav prior to his taking up work
under the Home Mission Committee of the Queensland Chureh, he was employed in a
similar capacity by the Wesleyan Church in Vietoria for ahout eight years.

2. That your petitioner is happy to helieve that his work has been successful. an
much so that the Charge of Braidwood, in the Presbhytery of Gomlburn, N.8.W., is
anxious to obtain his services as their Minister.

3. That your petitioner is unable to comply with their wish, inasmuch as he has
not received any rpecial training in Theology.

4. That your petitioner has only received an ordisary Public School education, and
feels that it would be impossible for him to begin now to study for matriculation at the
University, as he is in the 37th year of his age.

Your petitivner therefore respectfully requests the (seneral Assembly to exempt
him from attendance on the Arts course, and to grant him admission to the Theological
Hall with the view of preparing for license, or to deal with his case in any other way so
as to facilitate his entrance into the Ministry.

And your petitioner will ever pray.

RICHARD BOURNE GARNER.
Dated this 12th day of Angust, 1905.
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EXTRACT MINUTE OF THE PRESRYTERY UF UOULBURN,

Within $t. Andrew’s, Goulburn, on Friday, 8th September, 1905, the Presbytery of
Goulburn met, and was duly constituted.

Inter @ io.: A Petition fram Mr. Richard Bourne Garner, Home Mission Agent at
Braidwood, to the General Assembly of Australia, praying that he be admitted to the
Theological Hall, with exemption from attendance on the Arts course, with the view of
preparing for license, or to deal with his case in any other way so as to facilitate hiy
entrance into the Miniatry, was received.

Accompanying the Petition was a petition from the Braidwood Congregation
signed by 128 members and adherents supporting the prayer of Mr. (tarner's Petition.

After careful consideration, it was resolved to forward Mr. Garner’s Petition to
the General Assembly of Australia, with the recommendation that the prayer thercof
be granted.

Meeting closed with prayer,

Extracted by me this 11th September, 1905, from Records of Presbytery.

CHARLES CRANE, Presbytery Clerk.

(15.) PETITION OF MR. THOMAS V. CHARLTON TO 81T FOR ENTRANCE
EXAMINATION.

To the General Assembly ‘of the Presbyterian Church of Australia.

The Petition of Thomas Vercoe Charlton humbly showeth :(—

That your petitioner has completed the first vear of the Arts course of the
University of Melbourne, and has passed in Greek and Latin of that year.

That he has attended also a second session and has passed in Inductive
Logic and Mental Philosophy.

That he is upwards of thirty (30) vcars of age, and his means are
exhausted.

I'hat he was prevented by unforesecen circumstances from applying at the
end of last (1904) scssion to the General Assembly of Victoria for admission
to the Entrance Kxamination under Rule 2 {a) [re exceptional cases].

That by the advice and comsent of the Theological Hall Committee, he
attended the classes in Christian Philosophy. Systematic Theology, Church
History, New Testament and old Testament Exegesis ol the sesston of 1905
as a privae student.

That he was admitted to the examination at the end of the session (the
results of which are not vet known} .

That he now petitions the General Assembly to be admitted to the
Entrance Examination in 1906 ; and prays that the session just completed he
a regular session, in the event of his passing the first yvear mmtersessional and
the Entrance Examinations.

And vour petitioner will ever pray.

THOMAS V. CITARLTONXN.
Ormond College, 14/9/05,

{16.) PETITION OF MR, WILLIAM BETT 10 SIT FOR ENTRANCE EXAMINATION.

To the General Assembly of Auvstralia.

~ 1 wish humbly and respectfully to statc that T am at present studying
with a view to the ministry of the Preshyterian Church. [t is ten years ago
since I decided upon the above course. Two alternatives were placed before
me—{1) Four years’ work in the Tfome Mission field: (2) Some University
work.  After either of the above courses | could sit for entrance to the Theo-
logical Hall. [ sought advice on the matter, and decided upon the latter
course. | had no money to educate myself with, so 1 had to go to work for
six years hefore 1 could start study. | ceased work three years ago, and last
vear matriculated in seven subjects—namely, Latin, Greek, Engilish, French,
Euclid, Algebra. Arithmetic. I procceded to Ormond Cotlege and University
to do first year B.A., with the object of doing Philosophy next year. 1 do not
think that I will be successful. Should my anticipation prove correct, | de-
site your permission to go on to do a course of Philosophy next yvear and then
sit for entrance to Tlall in 1907. I am aware that a pass in first vear Greek
and Latin qualifies for to sit for the Hall examination, hut T consider that it
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would be a waste of time and money to sudy the same work again. and that

more knowledge would he acquired by an introduction to different work.

Hoping that my petition may receive vour approval,—I am, vours respecifuily,
WILLIAM BETT.

I enquired from the classical master of Ormond re my attainments in
Latin, and Greek, and he informed me that 1 had a fair chance of passing,
but would not say I would pass for certain.

{17.) PETITION OF MR. ¥. L. A. SCHLOEFFEL TO SIT FOR ENTRANCE
EXAMINATION,

{Uinto the Venerable the (General Assembly of the Preshyterian Church of
Australia,
The Petition of the undersigned humbly showeth :—

1. That your Petitioner was born at Oubbo in 1875, and obtained his
primary education in the Superior School of Dubbo, and in the Grammar
School of Dubbe.

2. That for several years he was actively connected with the Presbyterian
Congregation of Dubbo.

3. That being desirous of entering the Presbyterian Ministry he passed
the Matriculation Examination in Sydnev University in 1900, taking Greek as
one of the subjects, and attended all the classes and lectures prescribed for
the first vear of Arts in 1993, and in the examination passed in Science, but
failed in Classics and Mathematics,

4. That since then he has been engaged in Home Mission work at Double
Bay, Campsie, and Shoalhaven. Not being in a financial position to devote
the whole of his time to study, he is obliged to continue taking Home Mission
appointments, and, in view of that fact, he sees no prospect of his passing in
Mathematics.

5. That your petitioner, however, is prepared to be examined in Greek,
either in the University of Sydnev or by the College Committee.

6. As an examination in Mathematics constitutes an almost insuperable
bar to his entering the ministry, which he strongly desires to do. he asks that
without further Arts examination in Mathematics, your Venerable Court will
permit him to sit for the Entrance Examination to the Theological Hall, with
a view to his becoming a student of Theology.

And petitioner, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

F. L. A. SCHLOEFFEI..
Dated this nineteenth day of August, 1905.

EXTRACT MINUTE THEOGLOGICAL HALL COMMITTEE.
In re SCHLOEFFEL.

Church Offices, York Strect, Sydney, 6th July, 1905, which place and date
the Theological Hall Committee of the Presbytcrian Church of Australia in
the State of Nw South Wales met, and was duly opened with praver,

Inter alie : Tt was moved by the Rev. Dr. Clouston, secanded by Rev. R.
Inglis, and carried—Recommend Mr, Schloeffel to apply through the Presby-
tery of Sydney to be admitted to the Entrance Examination of the Theological
Hall, and commend his application to the favourablc consideration of the
Asssembly.

Closed with prayver.

Extracted from the Records of the Theological Hall Committee this day,
25th August. 1963, by me. "

ROBERT STEEL, Secretary.

This is to certify that at the Presbyvtery of Illawarra, at its meeting held
in Berry on August 21st, 1905. received a petition from Mr. F. L. Schloeffel,
student, asking for exemption from further Arts examination, and for permis
sion to sit for the Entrance examination to the Theological Hall, and resolved
to forward it to the Presbytery of Sydney for transmission to the General As-
sembly of Australia, with the recommendation that the prayer thereof be

granted.
RICHARD MILLER, Presbytetv Clerk.
The Manse, Albion Park, August 25th, 1905.
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{18.) PETITION OF MR. W. TULLOCH FOR LICEXNSE.

To the Venerable the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church of
Australia, convened to meet in the Assembly Hall, Melbourne, on the 20th
day of September, 1905,

The Petition of the undersigned humbly showeth :—

That over twelve ycars ago vour petitioner commenced Mission work,
under the Rev. D. A. Camerun, M.A.. then of Bairnsdale; that his work
there, carricd on under cxceptional difficulties, and with small remuneration
ton which he had to support a wife and family), was emincntly successful ;
that he passed all the Home Mission examinations, and received a Home Mis-
sjon license ; that at the end of six vears, on account of hard work, his health
failed, and he was transferred to Borung Mission, in the Presbytery of Ben-
digo, where he laboured with success tor several vears, a new church was
built where there had heen none before, and part of the Mission became part
of a regular charge; that he was then transferred to the Scarsdale district,
where his labours were attended with such numerical and financial increase,
that the Presbytery of Ballarat sent an ordained minister, with the view of
raising it to a regular charge; that at the end of nine months, on the urgent
represenation of the needs of Queenstown, on the West Coast of Tasmania,
he accepted an appointment to the Mission charge, where he has laboured for
two vears so succcssfully that it is now ready to become a regular charge
with an ordained minister; that, being unordained, your petitioner labours
under many disadvantages, both to himself and the congregation, especially
as he is over 300 miles by rail from the seat of Presbytery.

Your petitioner trusts that vour Venerable Court will take the premises
into consideration, and authorise the Presbytery of Hobart to grant him
license, with a view to his ordination and induction into the Pastoral charge
of Queenstown, Tasmania.

And your petitioner, as in duty bound, wiil ever pray.

. W. TULLOCH.

Queenstown, Tasmania, 8th August, 1905,

TETITION OF THE SESSION OF QUEENSTOWN, TASMANIA, IN SUT'PORT OF
MR. TULLOCH’S PETITION.

To the Venerable the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church of
Australia convened to meet in Melbourne on the 20th day of Scptember, 1905,

We, the members of the Scssion of ~(Queenstown DPresbvterian Church,
Tasmania, acting on behalf of the Committee of Management and Congrega-
tion, do hereby humbly pray and petition that the Presbytery of Hobart be
g—ganted leave to ordain Mr. Wiiliam Tulloch, the Missionary now in this
charge.

By the unanimous wish of the congregation, a petition to this effect was
forwarded to the last sitting of the General Assembly, and a Select Committee
was appointed to inquire into the matter, who rccommended that the praver
should be granted unconditionaily.

We append herewith a briet summary of Mr. Tulloch’s work here, and
trust that your Venerable Court will auhorise the Presbytery of Hobart to
grant our rcquest, and your petitieners will ever pray.

DAVID W. SMITH, Moderator.

G. R. BARNDOLLAR, |
A. F. . JORDAN, = | Elders.

(Jueenstown, Tasmania, 7th August, 1905,

To the Venerahle the Moderator of the General Assembly of the Preshy-
terian Church of Australia.

Venerable Sir,—In support of the Petition attached, we beg te submit the
following, viz, \— .

That, during Mr. Tulloch’s ministry in QQuecnstown, the Church has in-
creased spiritually, numerically, and financially, more than at any other
period since its inception, as the report appended herewith will show to some
cxtent, and that he has endeared himself to the people by his genial disposi-
tion and sincerity of purpose, and possesscs the entire confidence of his con-

gregation.
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We feel that the rapid progress of this Church, which is mainly due to
Mr. Tulloch’s labours amongst us. justifies us in making this request, apart

from his long and eminently successful carcer as a labourer in the Master's
vineyard.

DAVID W. SMITH, Moderator of Session.

G. R. BARNDOLLAR, | 1.
A. F. W. JORDAN, | S

Queenstown, Tasmania, 7th August, 1904.

Mr. Tulloch’s Petition, and the Petition from the Session of (Jueenstown,
are transmitted and recommended to the General Assembly for favourable
consideration by a Commission of the Presbytery of Hobart.

iV,
REFERENCE.

REFERENCE ANENT THE INDUCTION OF THE REV. R. A, REDMOND TO LEURA AND
WENTWORTH FALLS.

Tt is hereby certified in the name and by the authority of the General As-
sembly in the State of New South Wales, that on the 16th day of May, 1905,
the said Assembly resolved to transmit the following report to the General
Assembly of Australia:—

The Report of the Preshytery of the Hawkesbury in the matter of the Settlement of the Rev. R. A.
Redmond, B.A., at Lenra ahd Wentworth Fulla,

On vhe 14th day of December, 1904, a petition Fromn Leura and Wentworth Falls, asking for moderation
in & Cndl, was presented to the Presbytery. The prayer of the petition was wranted, and the Rev. d.
McKee was appointed to maderate on the first day of January, 1905.  On the 11th day of January, the edict
of moderation, duly served, was laid on the table of the Presbytery, together with a Call in favour of the
Rev. Robert Alexander Redmond, B.A., siwned by 92 persons. The Call was sustained, hut as Mr
Redmond’s Prebyterian Certificate was not before the Court, it way resolved to deal with the Call at an
adjourncd meeting, and the Clerk waa instructed to write to Mz. Redmond, intimating that the Preshytery
had been arfjourned to afiord hit an opportunity of sending forward his certificate. On the 23rd of January
the Call was awain taken up, when the Rev. 1@ Steel moved, and the Rev. R. Edgar seconded that the
indnetion he proceeded with In the absence of docwuentary evidence, and that the whole matter be
reported to the General Amsembly of Australin, which, after discusion, was carried by a majority. From
this decision the Rev. H. Wilsan dissented. On the 8th of February, the Presbylery inet at Leuta, and
inducted Mr. Redmond into the Pastoral Charge of Leura and Wentworth Fally,

Aury. Daxme, Presbytery Clerk.

and further :—

That the Assembly, while unablc to approve of the action of the Presby-
tery of the Hawkesbury in inducting Mr. Redmond to the charge of Leura
and Wentworth Falls without his being first received into the Church of Aus-
tralia, recognise that the action taken by the Presbyvtery was so taken in the

expectation that a commission in favour of Mr. Redmond would be in hand
immediately.

_That in the meantimec Mr. Redmond be recommencled to abstain from
voting in Church Courts.

That Mr. Redmond be recommended to petition the General Assembly
of Australia in accordance with the Regulations {Section B) for the Reception
of Ministers.

Certified this 22nd July, 1905, by me,

JAMES S. LAING, D.D.,
Clerk of Assembly.
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V.

REPORTS.
L

REPORT OF BOARD OF MISSIONS, 1905,

The Board of Missions, in presenting its report and balance-sheet to the
Assembly, desires to express gratitude to Almighty God for the success
which has attended the labours of the Missionaries since last Assembly. It
submits also the reports and audited balance sheets of the several State
Churches.

THE MISSIONS' AGENT.

The Board places on record its keen sense of the loss sustained by the
whole Church in the enforced retirement, through ill-health, of the Rev. F.
H. L. Paton, the Missions Agent.

Mr. Paton entered on his work with characteristic enthusiasm, and
brought into it that fine Christian spirit and missionary zeal which mark
his whole family. When he was unanimously appointed by the Asscmbly,
it was felt that a new era had commenced in our Foreign Mission Work. His
visits were hailed with great pleasure in all the States, and a new impulse
was given by his stirring missionary addresses.

His work went on most hopefuily for a time, but in thc providence of
God he was forced to retire in June, 1904, and while the Board felt, and feel
now, the necessity of such an Agent, as well to stimulate zeal as to form a
bond of union amongst the State Churches, still in view of the expense en-
tailed, and after consulting with the Foreign Mission Commitiees of the var-
ious States, it was resolved that the matter should remain over till the meet-
ing of the Assembly. At the samec time, the Board is of opinion that if the
Assembly is to prosecute Foreign Missions with vigour, and if the people
are to be aroused to a sense of their duty in this respect, an Agent is necces-
sary.

The Board is pleased to he able to inform the Assembly that Mr. Paton’s
health has been so tar restored that he has felt strong enough to undertake
the work of a settled pastorate.

NORTH QUEENSLAND.

The work at the different stations has gone on very satisfactorily since
the last meeting of the Assembly. The Rev. N. and Mrs. Hey rcturned from
their visit to Furope early in 1904, greatly benefited in health, and prepared
to take 1p their work with renewed energy.

Mr. Hey found a great many things needing attention at Mapoon, and
till recently his whole time was taken up at his own station. The last
letter received from him was written on the eve of his departure to visit Mr.
Brown and Mr. Richter at their stations. The report of his own station is
most satisfactory.

Rev. E, Brown, finding that his old church was no longer fit to use, set
about building another, and made an appeal to friends in the different States
for help. The Women’s Missionary Unmion in Victoria responded very liber-
ally, and although no report has been received by the Executive, it is pre-
surmned that the ladies in the other States have also responded, and that the
church is now compieted.

Rev. A. and Mrs. Richter have settled at the Archer River, and are now
fully engaged in meeting and overcoming the difficulties incident to a new
station. The intfluence gained by Mr. Hey, and the help which can be ren-
dered by the aborigines trained in building by him, make the initial expenses
of settlement much less than formerly.

As usual, the Queensland Government has treated the Mission with great
senerosity, both in the matter of reserves and in practical help for building.
and the Board would again request the Assembly to express its indebtedness
to the Government.
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In consequence of the evils attending the recruiting of natives, the Govy-
ernment of Queensland directed that all recruiting at our stations should
cease after the 31st of July, 1904, and the best results are anticipated from
the new regulation. A Jdifficulty has arisen, however, from the fact that
many of the young men had become attached to boating through their en-
gagement with the pearl fishers. To meet this, Mr. Heyv has purchased a
smali cutter for their exclusive use. The arrangement is that thosc who are
in charge of the boat may carry stores for cattle and telegraph stations, pay-
ment for which would later on enable them to discharge their liability to Mr.
Hey. In the meantime, the natives are permitted to use the boat for fishing
purposes, the fish taken to be used exclusively for food. The matter has
been reported to Dr. Roth, who heartily approves of Alr. Hey's action.

FUTURE OPERATIONS.

The Board is strongly of opinion that the United Church should take up
some additional Foreign Mission work. A stropg appeal was made by the
New Hebrides Synod last year. A medical missionary is very much needed
at Fila, and the Synod pleaded with the General Assembly to make an ap-
pointment.  The matter was submitted to the several Statec Committees, but
nothing definite has been done. It is hoped that the Assembly will consider
the request verv favourably, and arrange for the appcintment of a mission-
ary. The TFrench are specially active just now, and if we are to hold our
own, attention must he given to this at once.  While acknowledging with
gratitude what the Government has done in subsidizing the maritime service,
the Board is of opinion that it should be urged to foster in every possible
way the interests of Australian setticrs. by the remission of duties and by
offering further inducements to settle in the islands. In view of the large
experditure of life and money which the Preshbyterian Church has made for
over forty vears in the (Group, and in view also of the proximity of the Islands
to the Australian continent, it is necessary that strong measures should be
taken either to annex them or to secure their perpetual independence.

FINAXCE.

A reference to the halance-sheet appended shows that since last meeting
of Assembly there has been an expendilure under current account of £1778
9s 11d. The Board commenced the period with a liability of £226 14s. 1d.
This, unfortunately, has been increased to £313 13s. 3d., but there are cer-
tain sums to be received which will reduce this to £246 155, 9d.  There has,
however, to be added to this a sum of £200 in round figures, which is owing
to the Moravian Board for the passage and outfit of Mr. and Mrs. Richter,
and for pavment to that Beard's Beneficiary Funds on hehalf of the three
Missionaries,

It 15 most desirable that this liabilitv should be removed, and the Treas-
urer suggests that it should be paid by the various States on the basis of
membership, and that the payments should be allowed to extend over two

vears. e suggests also that in future the amount required to meet salaries
and ordinary expenses should be assessed on the same basis.

Before closing this report, the Board desires to call the attention of this
Assembly to the loss which has been sustained by the Foreign Mission in the
lamented death of Mrs. ). (. Paton and Mrs. F. J. Paton, and the enforecd
retirement, of Rev. R. Fraser through ill-health, and of Dr. McCausland
through the illness of his wife, and would suggest that letters of sympathy
be sent to those friends who have been bereaved and aficted,

T. R. CAIRNS, Convener.

REPORT OF MISSIONS' AGENT—SEPTEMBER, 1903-JUNE, 1904.
The Manse, Dunolly, August 9th, 1905.

The latter part of 1903 was spent in visiting congregations in the Preshy-
teries of Mortlake, Gippsland, and Melbourne, in the State of Victoria. Dur-
ing that time a Conference on Missions was held in Melbourne, when repre-
sentatives from New South Wales, Victoria, South Auystralia, and 1asmania
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took part. The object of the Conference was to draw the State Committees
into closer line as regards Foreign Missionary organisation among the home
Churches. Nothing very definite resulted.

The month of January, 1905, was devoted to the preparation of a course
of lectures on Modern Missions, These lectures were afterwards delivered
to the Theological Students in Ormond College, Melbourne, and St. Andrew’s
College, Sydney.

February and part of March were spent in visiting congregations in Vic-
torian Preshyteries, and then the Missions Agent proceeded to Sydney, and
thence to the Clarence, Richmond, and Twced Rivers. There, despite ab-
normal rains, most of the meetings were well attended, and only one or two
lapsed owing to flooded creeks and impassable roads.

In all thesc tours the usual method was followed of preaching three times
on Sunday and conducting a lantern lecture each week evening cxcept Satur-
day. Blank promise slips were also distributed at each week evening meet-
ing, and many promises of regular weckly contributions were received in this
way. Also a good deal of missionary information was disseminated in a
memorahle way through the pictures thrown on the screen. The ministers
heartily carried out the arrangements made by the State Conveners, and
everywhere the Missions Agent teceived the greatest possible kindness and
hospitalicy. cool

Various matters appeared to the Foreign Missions Agent to require the
consideration of the (General Assembly, and especially the following :—

{a) The bringing into line of the various State methods of organising the
holmf; field for Forcign Mission work, so that there might be one common
Missionary organisation for the Commonwealth.

(b} The organising of the men as well as the women of our Church for
prayver, study, and giving in regard to our Foreign Mission work.

{c} The wider dissemination of missionary news and literature,

(d} The more effective organisation of the Sabbath School forces for
Foreign Missionary work.

Unfortunately, a very serious break-down in health occurred at the end
of the Tweed River tour, and most of the meetings arranged in Sydney and
other parts had to be cancelled. The Convener and all concerned extended
the most kindlv sympathy and consideration. As soon as able to travel,
the Foreign Missions Agent returned to Melbourne, and as a result of urgeat
medical advice he was compelled very reluctantly and sorrowfully to hand in
his resigmation.  This was accepted by the Board, to take effect from the
end of june, 1904 In closing this brief report the Foreign Missions Agent
would very heartily thank the Convener of the Board, the State Conveners,
and the many ministers and friends who showed him so much kindoess
during his term of oflice.

FRANK Ii. L. PATON.

REPORT OF WEIPA MISSION STATION FOR THE YEAR ENDING JUNE 301H, 1905.
Woedten for the fQueenstand Precliyterian Commnittee,

1. Population. — Qwing to the action of the Government in suddenly ie-
ducing the amount of our grant by nearly a half for the past year, and our
consequent inability to supply our people with food but to a very limited ex-
tent, we have had but few residents during the year under review compared
with othev vears. Again and again the pcople have come in and wanted
work, but, excepting to a verv few, our answer has had to be that we could
not give them for want of food to pay them with. The great pity of this is
not so much that work which we wished to do has had to be left undone, but
that we are practically out of touch with our people, they being in the hush
and we tied to the station.

On a few special occasions large numbers have been in for a short stay,
coming, I fear, with only a thought for the meat _that perisheth, and soon
forgetting what little they hear of higher things.  This aimost entire separa-
tion from our peoaple causes us to deplore the above-mentioned action of the
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Government, the more so that the Church cannot see its way clear to appoint
two Missionaries {as suggested in my last year’s report) so that we might
itinerate amongst the people in their native haunts.

1. Spirituad.— The machinery for this part has gone on working smoothly.
All the services have been maintained—two on Sunday and a short service
every morning, with an evening service on Wednesday. Thesc are not at-
tended oftentimes as weli as they might be, for many of the blacks, like
many of their white brothers and sisters, would come to Church readily
enough if any temporal gain could be acquired thereby, but do not see the
force of attending when there js not.

In our little Church there has been a loss and a gain. One woman, who was
baptised earlier in the year, died in November. On Easter Sunday two
voung men and a lad were baptised, thus bringing our total up to seven.
Another young man was being prepared for baptism, but an old woman (al-
most old cnough to be his grandmother) took a fancy to marry him, and
although for some time he stoutly stood firm, at last he gave way under pres-
sure ot her persistency and the urgings of some of the oid men, and was led
astray for awhile, but soon repented and turned again from the evil, Some-
times our people strangely blend the old and the new, shewing that the new
is gaining some influence, e.g., 2 man died away in the bush lately, and for
a tew weeks the usual corrobborees were held over the corpse; then the
friends came for a shovel to dig a grave, and at the burial two of the men
present engaged in prayer! May the Lord more fully send out His light and
His truth, and lead them into the way of Life !

On June 29th our new Church was opened. The writer and Mrs. Brown
spent that day (and many others) in the grip of dengue fever. But Mr. Hey
and Mr. Richter, who had come to rejoice with us in our rejoicing, kindly
did what was necessary ministerially. For the occasion the children had
learnt a portion of Solomon’s dedication prayer, which they, kneeling, used
in the service as a prayer. Then they had also learnt and sang hymn No.
516 in Church Praise, some taking the treble and some the alto.  This they
did also in an anthem, in which some of the young men sang the tenor and
others the bass. By some friends it was thought 1mpossible to get them to
sing the four parts, but they sang very well indeed. Mr. Hey had brought
with him the male members of the Mapoon Brass Band, and in the services,
as well as during other parts of the day, they enlivened the proceedings with
their music, which was quite a novelty to our people. We trust that the new
building may be owned by God as His House, so that very many souls may
therein be brought out of the darkness into the light of the Gospel.

111, Medical.—Not much special calls for meation under this heading.
Day by day throughout the year there has been some attendance (sometimes
many, sometimes few) at the dispensary for treatment for the various ail-
ments that flesh is heir to, some even seeking a cure for old age. In October
whoaoping-cough took hold of most of the children, and in this connection
the {in some places) much-lauded theory of leaving them alone to their own
treatment was again shewn to be faulty, for whilst three children in the camp
died from it, all those under our care recovered.

IV, Educational : {, Childven's {n} Day School. —This branch of the work has pur-
sued the even tenor of its way, and Miss Schick hopes and believes that progress
has been made. But as no official inspection has been made for over three
years, no authoritative statement can be made to that effect. Unofficial visits
were made at different times by H. Milman, Esq., of Thursday Island, and
Sub-Inspector Garraway, of Coen, and both complimented the tecacher on the
accomplishment of her pupils, though neither saw more than what they could
do in the three R's.  When the corner-stones of our new Church were laid in
August, the children, under their teacher’s leadership, gave a capital little
entertainment, consisting of songs, recitations, a round, and pole drill.
Then for the several Church festivals of the year they learnt and repeated
suitable portions of Scripture and sang special hymns, e.g., for Palm Sun-
day they learnt the Hosanna anthem, girls and boys taking their respective
parts.

{(b) Sunday Schoof, — The results from this cannot be so well tabulated,
but we trust the result is similar to the case of the old Scotch woman who
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compared her Sunday sermon hearing to the action of the sun in bleaching
her linen, no definite result to be ascribed to any one day, but nevertheless
the effect was certain. .

2. Adwlts. — The three members of the staff have continued their several
classes for men and women. During several months the young men on two
or three evenings of the week practised singing, specially with a view of
shewing what they could do in this line at Church-opening, and, as mentioned
under heading '* 2.”" they acquitted themselves splendidly.

V. Manne/ Lobowr. — Owing to the reduction of the Govermment grant,
many works of improvement have had to be neglected.  But our gardens,
being our chicf source of food supply, could not be. The principal work has
heen the building of a new church, 50ft. by 26ft. inside. The walls are made
of Pisé and the roof covered with Ruberoid. The gables could not be made
of Pise, as owing to the nearness of the wet scason by the time the walls
were done, we had to rush on the roof as soon as possible, and for the wet
season cover the gables temporarily with galvanised iron. To be able to
build up the gables we had to start new industry, viz., brickmaking, and
though the first attenipts were poor, a few of the men are now able to do toler-
ably well at it. In October a change of assistants was effected. Tom Col-
lope left us, and went to be assistant to Mr. Richter at the Archer River,
and A. Richter, who was formerly with us for two and a half years, returned
to take up his old position. For us a Kanaka is only a makeshift, a white
man being an absolute necessity. A married white man would be far better
still, but, unfortunately, the salary we can offer will not, I am afraid, tempt
a married white man in North Queensland.

I'I. Tisitors.— An unexpected and unofficial visit was received on May Tth
from I1. Milman, Esq., Government Resident at Thursday lsland. He went
over the station, enquired fairly fully into all the afiairs of the station, and
spent a short time in the school, The latter would have been prolonged,
only that his stay herc was unavoidably very brief. Sub-Inspector Garraway,
of Coen, visited us twice to sec that all was going on well, and Sergeant
Whiteford, also of Coen, came once for the same reason. Again wc have
been disappointed at receiving no visit from the Official Inspector, Dr. Roth.
Though somewhat out of the world, we are not entirely cut off from com-
munication therewith. During the year we received ten visits from the
“ 1. G. Ward,” and two from the ‘‘ Minnie.”

VI ¢5fts.—As usual, in July and December, we received practical and
most useful expressions of sympathy from kind friends in the South in the
shape of boxes of clothing, etc.  Without these 1 hardly know how we gpuld
get on, as we could not afford to buy clothes for our Jarge family. Then
several kind friends in the South kindlv sent us donations toward our new
Church. Some congregations, Young People’s Bands, and Sunday Schools
lLiave assisted us more by adopting some of our children. But what was most of
all prized by our people, as long as it lasted, was a gift of two bullocks from
our neighbour, Mr. Shadforth, of York Downs, for the Church opening day.
That was the crowning event of the year to them.

In closing, we would express our thanks to all who have becn our help-
ers, especially to Him who is the help of all the needy, for such are we and
our people, and we have greatly and thankfully experienced Ilis Divine aid

and support. EDWIN BROWN,
Weipa, August 2nd, 1905,

REPORT OF MAPQON REFORMATORY AND INDUSTRIAL HOME,

To the Under-Secretary, Home Sceretary s Department.

July 1st, 1905.
Sir,—I have the honour to forward you my An_nual Report of the condi-
tion of the inmates in the Reformatory and Industrial School under my care.

As will be seen in the monthly returns, 22 half-caste children have beea
sentenced under various dates from 1901 up to the present time to the Mapoon
Reformatory.
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Considering the many nationalitics these children partly represent, and
the degrading and demoralizing environments they have been rescued from,
it is surprising how soon under proper management and more congenial con-
ditions they will submit to discipline as a matter of course.

It 1s, however, very desirable that these children should be sent to the
respective Reformatories at an early age, in order that all their former asso-
ciations are entirely obliterated from their minds.

No trouble has been experienced in the management of these children,
and all have without exception greatly improved in every respect.

All the inmates of the Reformatory have atiended the Mapoon School
with the other half-caste and full-blooded hlack children, both morning and
afternoon, and have made more or less fair progress.

Much trouble is taken to train thesc children as far as possible into usc-
ful citizens. The bovs receive instruction in carpentering, gardening, and
cattle training, the bigger ones aiso in the management of sailing boats.
The girls, besides learning housework and sewing, have to prepare their own
gardens, and the vegetables and fruits thus real'sed were used mostly for
the children themselves.

The health of the children has heen all that could be desired, with the
exception that during the first month of the year an epidemic of whooping-
cough visited our home, but has not proved fatal to any of the inmates, al-
though some of the black children in the native camps succumbed to it
Great care has heen taken of the moral safetv of the girls. The gardens,
houses, and even playgrounds are fenced in with netting wire, and social
habits and mutual improvement among themselves has heen cultivated, with
very gratifving results.

So far none of the girls are of a marriageable age, but the time will
soon come, and I think 1t is hardly fair to get them mated to full-blooded
blacks, who as a rule are not able to provide for them. To hire them out for
service is not at all desirable, for many rcasons.

The small allowance of 2s. 6d. per week for cach child has been of the
greatest use to us; indeed, we found it sometimes difficult to make ends
meet.—1 have the honour to be, Sir,

N. HEY, Hon. Superintendent.

REPORT OF THE ABORIGINAI, MISSION STATION AT THE ARCHER RIVER, 1904-05.
July, 1905.

Dear Sir,—I1t is now eleven months since 1 made the commencement at
the Archer River, and [ may gladly state that, like a red line through black
writing, God's blessing and mercy can be seen through all the difficulties and
trials, joy and sorrow, hope and disappointment, sickness, dangers, etc.,
which we met.  This gave us comfort in all our insufficiency, and we trust
and pray that His blessing may work a greater success during the next year,
especially in spiritual matters.

The mission-house is not quite finished, though I had a very able man,
Peter Bee, who would have finished cverything until November, had he not
been kept back so much in his work by the want of tools. It was not until
August that I received news about making usc of the Government ration-
money, and the tools, ordered after this time, did not arrive hefore the end
of Qctober. So most of the work was done without the proper tools, which
took him double the time. The fact that he had to work under these circum-
stances made him leave it before it was finished. 1lis successor, Tom, is
not much of a carpenter, but he is very good for garden and other outdoor
work. So I do occasionally some work at the house, as much as the time
allows me. Of course, it will take years now, before everything will be com-
pletely done, as so much other work presses.

For the Assistant a bark house is made on high piles. This gives him
a simple, but healthy, living. The old Assistant-house, enlarged and fur-
nished with rough benches, serves for the time being as school and Church.
As soon as the fences around the premises are finished, I will build a girls’
dormitory.  Till now the children are sleeping in the camp with their

parents.
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The school-work, started after Christmas, made a fair progress uniil
April.  This is the time when the rainy season 1s past, and all pcople begin
their endless wanderings, taking their children with them. The whole at-
tendance was about 60, but since April we had only about ten and less a day.
5till, we kept school, except sickness prevented it. A grcat hindrance was
the want of means of instruction, which the Government 1s supposed to send
us. I have asked for, and hope to get them soon. We helped ourselves as
well as we could with a self-made alphabet-card and blackboard.

The spiritual work is mostly done by explaining Bible pictures twice on
Sunday and once a week-day evening. Every work-day morning 1 speak a few
words about a Bible passage, taken from a text-boock. On Monday evening
singing-class is held. 7They do not vet show much interest in the salvation
of their souls. The men arc interested in horses, cows, boats, etc., if they
sec some on the pictures, but the women don't show any interest at all. The
Spirit of God has a hard work here, but we hope lie will conquer the hearts
of many. In the singing-class they show great ability, as they learn a tune
very quickly, long before they are able to speak the words. = The pastoral
work, the most important of all, is not flourishing vet, for different reasons,
but I seek a chance, and occasionally I find some to speak to one personally
by himself.

There is a great work waiting for me. This is to find out which of the
nine or ten dialects I have to deal with I might have to learn. [ started one when
I was still at Mapoon, but coming here ! found that this dialect is spoken by
four persons only. Sol gaveit up. I would like to catch one of the southern dia-
lects, but the people are so very wild that 1 cannot get a man to stay with
me a few weeks or months. They come here, work a few days, and go away.
Now, the northern pcople, who are a little more civilised, do not understand
the southern tribes. So I have decided at present to go on with the study
of that almost dead language until | find another chance. 1 am sure I can
expect more success, as soon as | am able to speak native languages.

A great difficulty I have to meet in financial way. The fact is that I
have nothing received of the Government ration account since New Year.
This amounts for the past six months to £75. ) paid the stores from my
private money. Though | was told I might have an assistant from the be-
ginning, | never yet received any money as his salary. This is to the end
of June eleven months {£55). Would you be so kind as to make scme ar-
rangements that it soon might be sent on to the Bank? Will you excuse my
asking for it, but I am really in need? As I have paid all of my own, and
have received no salary for myself since New Year, except £25, there is no-
thing more in the Bank ieft. I have already asked Mr. Hey to pay my
Assistant’s salary for the time being. T am unable to pay any bill now in
Thursday Island, neither privaet nor natives, and this is 2 painful state for
a Missionary to be in debt with encmies of the Mission work.  About my
private affairs, I will get in order with Mr. Pryde, but I would be very much
obliged to you if you kindly would forward the £130 (£75 and £55) as soon
as possible. Writing about money, | have also to mention the bath and stove
which I was told to buy in Thursday lsland. Mrs. Richter brought most of
the things from Brishane, where she got them much cheaper than in Thurs-
day lsland. I am copying a list of expenses here :—Stove, £5; pipe (chim-
neyv), £1 11s.; bath, £1; flat iron, 17s. 6d.; shower-bath, 10s.; freight and
wharfage, 17s.; total, £9 15s. 6d.

As to the Government tation account, I venture to ask whether you would
be so kind (if it is possible) to forward it quarterly in advance. It would be
a great advantage, for if [ pay the stores cash, as ] have done it now, [ will
get 2% per cent. discount. If ] want to get the discount, and the ration-
money 15 paid afterwards, I have to pay of my own for the time being, and
there will be a constant paying and repaying into the Bank. A statement
expenses I have sent to the Chief Protector.

Concerning oursclves, I have to state thankfully that we both escaped the
dengue fever, and trust we will not be caught now; but we did not escape
sickness altogether. As our rooms were not finished when the rainy season
set in, we were too much exposed to the wet, and Mrs. Richter caught some
rhcumatism. Malaria also has visited us both, and especially Mrs. Richter
had very heavy attacks, which robbed her of all her strength. Of course, we
expected it at a new place like this. Mr. Hey, after his visit bere, took Mrs.
Richter to Mapoon for a few weeks, and I hope that the change will have
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freed her of the fever. A very heavy case of dengue has thrown a South Sea
Islander down, who came here for a few weeks to help me in the work. He
was laid up a fortnight, and then he died—I think, of heart affection. (This
is not my assistant).

The place here we consider to be very healthy, 12 feet above high-water
mark, and the house is built on 6ift. piles. It is now especially dry here,
but the ground is good and fertile, and we hope that after some strong lab-
our we will have a better crop next year than the year past.

Committing our work for the coming year to the care and blessing of our
dear Master, and to the prayer and intercession of our dear friends,

I remain, Sir, vour obedient servant,

ARTHUR RICHTER.

N.B.—I received news with the last boat that £37 6s. 3d. has been paid
int> the Bank as Archer River ration account, for which I thank very much.
It would only remain the amount for the second quarter of the ration account
the eleven (end of July 12 months) months’ salary for the Assistant, and the
£9 15s. 6d. for bath and stove.—A.R




The Treasurer in Account with the General Assembly’s Foreign Missions Board.
¥rom 15th August, 1903, to 30th Jane, 1905,

GENERAL ACCOUNT,

RECRIPTS,

To Centributions from Victoria up to 30/6/05 {including con-
tributions from the Ormond College Missionary Society
to 31/12/04) £120 ...

Contributions from New South Wales to 31/3/Oo

[}
"
"
"

"

"

ﬁebit Balam.e

South Austraha

Queansland to 31/‘3/00

Western Australia .
Transferred from Rev. N. Hcy l'urlough Acecount
Intevest on Deferred Deposit Receipt

Bequest of late Mrs, 8, L. Curil'le (1 year)

i
51 18 11
L1208
3 41
313 16 3

EXPENDITURE.
By Balance . .
s, Salaries, for two yezu-s—
Rev. N. Hey, to 30/6{05
i£. Brown
A. Richter, to lZ/G’Oo
N. Hey’s Asmst,am to ‘30/6/00
E. Brown'’s Asmstnnt 1
, Towards buikling Archer River Honse
,» Interest on Bank Overdraft to 31/3/05
, Cost of Drafts, ete.

. Trinslupment Chargeq on Mission Boxes ..

., Printing, Postages, etc
,» Queensland Convener's expenses ..
,» Bank Charge for keeping Account...

400
400
400
120
120

ITOoOoC

d. £ a d
226 14 1

DO

e 1,440 0

-
—
s

oo o

COWw
[=X=N-H]

51,778 9 11 £1,778 9 11
SPECIAL ACCOUNTS.
AGENTS SALARY AND EXPENSES ACCOUNT.
£ 8 d £ s d.
To Proportion of Agent's Salary, to 30/8/04— Victoria .. 238 & O By Balance .. 164 410
- - ! . .. N. 8. Wales... 183 1 10 ., Agents’ Sa.la,ry il months Lo 30/61'04 366 13 4
1o ' " " - Queensland .., 33 0 0 L ,»  Travelling Expenscs .. 410 0
" - " ”" o S, Australia... 17 ¢ 0 , Lantern Slides and Chemicals 218 2
" - " o W. Australia. .. G1la O A Prmtmg . 813 6
v to ?0/9,’0.3 —Tasmania 70 0
o Proym‘t!on of Trav elimg Expenses— Victoria - 17 0 5
.. . " " " N. S- “78.185 g9 7 11
” & " “ * Queensland ... 311 B
" “ " “ o 8. Australia... 1 1 9
- o ). 35 . W, Australia. .. 014 6
,» Balance due by Tasmania 1111 9

£546 19 10

£546 19 10




REV. N. HEY'S FURLOUGH ACCOUNT.
£ 8.4 £ s d.
To Balance 50 13 11 By Rev. N. Hey—balance r¢ furlough ... 2815 0
- Queensla,nd Lhurch 30 0 0 ,» Balance transferred to General Account u sug{.,utmn of
Mr, Hey .~ . 51 18 11
£80 13 11 £80 13 11
WEIPA BUILDING ACCOUNT.
£ s d £ s d
To Balance for Upkeep of Rev. K. Brown’s house 25 4 6 By Rev. K. Browa, un account Church ... B .. 209 ¢
., Donations for Weipa Church 25 10 6 ,» Balance 3015 0
£50 15 -?} £50 15 0
NOAT MAINTENANCE ACCOUNT.
To Queensland Chureh ... .. £105 ¢ O ! By Wages of Boatman—21 months, to 24/4/05 L E105 0 O
- . ] L —
WEIPA RATION ACCOUNT.
R R £ s d
T'o Queensland Government Grant 200 0 0 By Balance 20 3 8
,»» Rations 71 2 0
,» Cost of Drafts - AR
,» Amount placed to crcdlt of Re\ E. B3rown's Account, in
Bank of North Queensland, Thursday Island ... 6 5
£200 0 0 200 0 0
MAPOON RATION ACCOUNT.
s d. £ s d.
To Balance ... .- B2l J6 Ry Rations .. 15315 ¢
s Queensland (:overumult (ua,nt L 23710 0 ,» Cost of Drafts ... 92K i
,» Amonnt placed to crrdlt of Re\’ N HE) R.ibl()n AL( ulmt
in Bank of North Queensland, Thursday Island o |1 2]
£238 10 © £238 10 6
m— t— e —
ASSETS, £ a8 d
Deposit in A. D. and M. Bank, due 13/9/10, in the name
of the Federal Assembly’s F.M. Committee ... . %172 9 9

A. L. PRYDE, Treasurer, 9/8/05.

I certify that I have audited the accounts of the (rencral Assembly’s Foreign Mission Fund, and that the above statement of accounts is,

in my opinion correct.
9/8/05.

WM. L., MOLLISON, Hon. Auditor.
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APPENDIX.

NEW SOUTH WALES.
REPORT OF FOREIGN MISSIONS FOR 1904.

Your Committee is pleased to report another successful and encouraging
vear of Foreign Mission work. Thc awakened interest in the work generally
throughout the Church, mentioned in last vear’s Report, has been well main-
tained ; and what has been accomplished calls forth our deepest gratitude to
Almighty God.

THE NEW HEBRIDES.

Mirstonariee. — Malo and Tutuba: Mr. D. L. Paterson and Mrs, Paterson.

The work is progressing with general satisfaction and the health of the
Missionaries and the natives during the year has been excellent, though the
season has been somewhat trying owing to the unusually heavy and contin-
uous rains.

A new boat has been obtained and sent to Mr. Paterson, and he reports
that it is admirably suited for his work. The old boat has been sold, and
the proceeds used 1n part payment of the new one.

Rev. J. D. Landels has completed the translation of certain portions of
the Scriptures into Maloese, and the British and Forcign Bible Socicty has
generousty undertaken the Cost of printing and publishing the same.

Mr. W. S. Park has again shown his deep interest in Mission work, and
all that pertains to its maintenance, by superintending the sale of arrowroot
preparcd by the natives in the Mission.

The Committee has found it necessary to revert to the Christmas Collect-
ing Cards. The form of thc Card has been slightly altered, owing to there
being now no ‘‘ Dayspring.”’ The amount raised by the Cards this year
has been fairly satisfactory; but it is considered that, ‘with a more complete
and systematic organisation in the vatious parishes, a much larger sum would
be obtained.

The Board of Missions of the Presbyterian Church of Australia has ap-
proved of the proposal to appoint a Medical Missionary to Vila, in the Island
of Efate, and has asked vour Committee for counsel and assistance in the
matter. In view, however, of the state of the funds, and liabilities already
incurred, it has been found’ necessary to decline any further financial respon-
sibilities at present.  Vila is the commercial centre of the New Hebrides,
and numbers of English and French settlers reside there.

The political state of the New Hebrides is, at the present time, anything
but satisfactory, owing to active French aggression. Your Committee made
a strong representation to the Commonweaith Home Secretary regarding the
matter, and was assured that evervthing would be done to secure dominant
British interests there. Your Committee feels strongly that the Church needs
to watch this matter very closely.

CHINESE MISSIONS.

Missionaries. — Sydney: Rev. John Young Wai;, Newcastle, Mr, James
Kem Yee.

The work at Sydnev continues to prosper. At Newcastle it is exceed-
ingly hopeful and encouraging.

FINANCIAL, STATEMENT.

It 15 with the utmost pleasure your Committee reports another success-
ful financial year. The income has not only covered the expenditure, but at
the present time there is a credit balance. his happy result is the outcome
of an increasing interest in Foreign Mission work throughout the Church,
the very liberal contributions of the Women’s Missionary Association, and a
sum of £40 10s. received from the Chinese Church at Foster-street, in aid of
the ‘;alarv of Rev. j. Young Wai.

he Committee is again glad to report the receipt of £5 3s. from his
Ex(‘.ellenc_\ Sir Harry Rawson and Lady Rawson towards our Foreign Mission
work.
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Your Committee cannot close its Report without expressing its heartiest
appreciation and thankfulness for the help rendered by individual congrega-
tions, the Women’s Missionary Association, and others who have come to 1ts
help during the year; and trusts that past blessings and success will encour-
age each and all in their future efforts, so that we shall not only fully maintain
our present Missionary services, but also opean up new and promising fields
that are awaiting us.

The Committee invites the ecarpest and united prayers of the whole
Church in this great work that lies so close to the Divine Master’s heart,
and the hearty co-operation of every Christian man and woman. The Divine
command is, ‘“ Go ye, therefore, and teach all nations’’; and the Divine
reminder, ‘‘ Freely ye have received, freely give.”’

On behalf of the Committee,
C. H. TALBOT, Convener.

THE WOMEN’S MISSIONARY ASSOCIATION.

Missionaries.—Sholinghur, India: Miss McLean, Miss McNeill, M.P.S.,
and Miss Symonds, B.A.

An exhaustive and most interesting account of the work of this Mission
will be found in the Annual Report of the Women’s Missionary Associatioa,
which is now on the Table of the Assembly. The Women’s Missionary Asso-
<iation has again been a tower of strength in our Foreign Mission work. In
fact, it would be gquite impossible to fuifil our present engagements without
1ts assistance, so heartily and liberally rendered.

Miss McLl.ean was with us during the earlier portion of the year, and
visited manv of our Congregations. er addresses were very interesting and
instructive, and have done much to awaken a deeper interest in Foreign Mis-
sions. Miss McLean has returned to her work in India.

Miss McNeil, M.P.S., has been with us for some months, and, though
on furlough, has visited a large number of our Congregations, delivering ad-
dresses on the Medica) Work of the Mission, and has met with gratifying
SUcCcess.,

For some time the W.M.A. has wished to have a fully qualified Medical
Missionary for Sholinghur, to act with the Missionaries at present there, and
to take charge of the Hospital which has just been completed. Your Com-
mittee has expressed its hearty approval of the desire of the Women’s Mis-
sionary Association, and has agreed that, while that Asscociation would, as
far as possible, endeavour to provide the extra amount required for the salary
of the Missionary, in the event of there being any shortage the amount would
be paid out of the General Funds. The Board of Missions has been advised
of this forward movement.

Since your Committee approved of this additional service to the Mission,
two of our most honoured and enthusiastic workers in the cause of Foreign
Missions (Mr., and Mrs. W. S. Park)} have generously offered to defray the
travelling expenses of a Lady Doctor from the Home land to India, and pro-
vide her salary for the first two years.

E. M. GOODLET.




NEW SOUTH WALES CHURCH.

FOREIGN MISSIONS.

RECEIPTS AND DISBURSEMENTS, JANUARY 1st, TO DECEMBER 3ltsr, 1804.

RECEIPTS.

£ s d

(reneral Missions — £ s d

Church Collections 432 5 9

Sabbath Schools (mllz.t.bu.ms 379 8 2

Per Missionary Association 329 10 2

Donations, cte. ... 160 102
—_ 1301 14 3
New Hebrides Missions 460 10 0
Chinese Missions 2720 o
Aborigines Missions ... ¢ 267 8§ 9
Zenana Missions 654 19 0
(teneral Assembly Mission Agent 515 9
Sundry Missions . 13 10 3
Debit Balance (l';/l?lf()-}] 136 & 9
£3112 18 1

PAYMENTS,

New Hebrides Missions

Chincse Missions .
Aborigines Missions ...

Zenana Missions e

General Assembly Mission Agent
Sundry Missions

Sundry Expenses

£ shd
667 0 4
1016 5 &
265 10 0
708 10 5
243 18 0O
1310 2
168 3 5

ESNIP g1 S .
SO,

6L
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VICTORIA.
REPORT OF FORFIGN MISSION COMMITTEE.
NEW HEBRIDES BRANCH.

Intecresting and encouraging rcports bhave been received from each mem-
ber of our Mission staff, and from the Agents of the John L. Paton Mission
Committee. Many of the natives who have been long connected with the
Mission have given increasing proof of their attachment to the truth, while
many others have given up their heathen practices and have sought the guid-
ance and teaching of our representatives. The Missionaries themselves have
been very busy, and in addition to their ordinary work several of them have
heen engaged in translating portions of the Holy Scriptures into the diaiects
of the people.

But while there has been all this to encourage, there has been much to
try the faith of our Agents and those who are charged with the carrying on
of the work of the Mission. In May of the present vear we were called upon
to mourn the sad and unexpected deaths of Mrs. John G. Paton and her
daughter-in-law, the wife of Rev. Fred. J. Paton. They were both devoted
workers, and they both drew to themselves the love and esteem of all who
were assoclated with them.

Early in 1904 Dr. McCausland, who had only entercd on his work, was
forced, through the continued serious illness of his wife, to rcturn to Victoria,
and as there seemed no hope of his being able to go back to the Islands, he
handed in his resignation, which was accepted by the Committee with muchk
iegret,

Dr. Sandilands also resigned through ill-health after ten years of earnest
and successful work.

At the end of 1904, Rev. George Fleming became very seriously ill, and
under the direction of his doctor came to Meibourne. At first the symptoms
vere most unfavourable, but he so far recovered that he was able to return
recently to his station.

Rev. D. MacDonald, D.D., was also forced by illness to return to Vie-
toria in April.  His physician has taken a very serious view of his illness,
and has pronounced him unfit for further work in a tropical climate, but it
is hoped that after a few months’ rest in Victoria he may still be enabled

to render service to the Church. )
T. R. CAIRNS, Convener.

CHINESE.

Several changes have taken place since last report. The Rev. James
Chue, who for upwards of twenty years had been Superintendent of the Mis-
sion, resigned and returned to China, where he continues to reside and preach
to his countrymen. He has been succeeded by the Rev. John Tong Wai,
who for many years acted as his assistant in Ballarat. Taul Chan has taken
charge of the Beechworth Mission, and has added to it Wangaratta, Ruther-
glen and Wahgunyah. Since his appointment he has raised among the
Chinese upwards of £100 for church building and renovation. At all our
stations our Agents have faithfully discharged their duties, and at present
report several candidates for baptism.

We have to report the death of Andrew Goon, the catechist at Ararat.

ABORIGINES.

The Rev. F. A. Hagenauer continues the supcrivision of the station at
Ramahyuck. The Aborigines Protection Board has supplied a teacher for
the children in place of the one removed hy the Education Department.
Both at Ramahyuck and Corranderrk the blacks, though not demonstrative,
are very attentive to their religious duties. It is some satisfaction to know
that the remnants of a once numerous and badly-used race arc now being
carefully looked after, and that they are responding intclligentlfy to the efforts
put forth to enlighten them in the knowledge of the truth and of Jesus as their
Saviour.

KOREA.

The work in Korea advances. Spheres of work in the southern portion
of the province of Kyeng Sang have been mutually agreed upon by the two
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Missions therein interested, viz., the American Presbyterian and our own.
The popuiation committed to the care of our missionaries is estimated at

750,000
Dr. Currell is under instruction to proceed into the interior and begin
work in the large city of Chin-ju. ‘he Commnittee has been rejoiced

hy the henefit of the "' Catherine Kay Bequest for Medical Misston \Work.”
The income from this will suffice for the doctor's salary.

The WWomen's Missionary Union is engaged in raising funds to perpeiu-
at: the memory of the late Mrs. J. G. Paton by the erection of a hospital
in Korea, as well as a church in the New Hebrides. Two new lady Mission-
aries have been appointed, and will proceed to their field in September. Qur
staff consists now of three married missionaries and fve unmarried. The
Committee hopes soon to be in a position to send out another worker.

THE WOMEN'S MISSIONARY UNION,

The Union now has upwards of 150 branches, It supports one married
missionary and five unmarried lady workers in Korea, and, in additicn,
maintains an orphanage there. The salary of an Indian native evangelist
is raised. Contributions to the extent of £75 are forwarded to North Queens-
land, principally for the maintenance of orphans. The school for Chinese
children in Melbourne, conducted hy Miss Pve, has removed into more com-
fortable and commaodious quarters, and reports an increase in attendance.

Mission bands amongst the children have heen started. Over 120 boxecs
were forwarded to Missionaries in (Queensland, Korea, and the New Hebrides,
the estimated value of which was £500. The income for the last vear was
£1100.  If to this be added the £500, the value of the boxes, the contribu-
tions of the Union for the vear really amounted to £1600.

W. FRASER. Convener.




For the two Financia!l Years, 1902-3 and 1903-4, since the last meeting of the General Assembly.

VICTORIAN

CHURCH.

RECEIPTS.

New Hebrides Fund ...

Amy Gertrude Russell Fand
Chinese and Aborigines 1'und
Karean Mission Fund ..

Korean Medical Mission Fund .
Native Teachers’ Fund
Dayspring Maintenance Fund .

Presbyterian Women’s Mnslnnaz) Union Fund ..

Deticiency

£ s
3388 16
463 19
1313 2
651 I8
M43 6
542 12
1173 2
3023 1
432t 3

£15.221 15 4

-~

e~ — %X oo™

EXPENTITURE.

New Hebrides Fund

Amy Gertrode Russell Fund

Chinese and Aborigines Fund ...

Korean Mission Fund ..

Korean Medical Mission Fund ..

Native Teachers' Fund

Dayspring Maintenance Fund

Preshyterian Women’s Mi mmnary Uniion Fand

2344 19

25,221 15 4
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QUEENSLAND.
REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON HEATHEN MISSIONS.

The Report of your Committee this vear is similar in character to those
presented for several years past, in that it deals more fully with that branch
of the work in which we are only partners than with that which is our own.
This is, of course, unavuidable, seeing that our own Mission is gradually
being extinguished through the action of the Federal Government. However
much we may regret the passing of our owa Mission, we have reason to
thank God for all the good that has been accomplished by its agency during
the vears of its existence.

1. KANAKA MiSSION.—There is nothing of special importance to record
in connection with this branch of our work. Mr. Maclntyre has pursued his
various duties with zeal, and has been untiring in his efforts to care for the
highest needs of those committed to his charge.

The Mission is within measurable distance of its closing through the
return of the natives to their Islands, and this, coupled with the fact that
many of our people have never looked with much favour upon this work, em-
barrasses us considerably financially, as many of those who used to give are
not now doing so with the old liberality, and the result is that, as the bal
ance-sheet shows, there is a very considerable amount on the debit side.
Your Committee hopes, however, that during the ensuing vear, which will
probably be the last of the Mission's existence, our people will give liberally,
so that when we have to close our doors we may do so free from debt.

2. MisSION TO ABORIGINES.—The great event of the year has been the
opening of the new station at the Archer River, under the Rev. Mr. Richter.
That this work, which has been so long in view, should at last have become
an actuality is matter of great joy to vour Committee, and we trust that the
new Station may be a centre of blessing.

The cost of the new buildings at the Archer amounts so far to £321 4s.,
and of this amount £200 has been paid by the Queensland Government, while
the remainder has been met by a pavment of £ from a fund under the
control of Mr. Hev and £ paid by the Board of Missions.

. The opening of the new Station means that each of the State Churches
will have to increase the amount of their annual grant; and the amount
of increase due by your Church is £37 10s. This we have agreed to pay,
and the P.W.M.U., with characteristic generosity, have sent your Committee
a cheque for this amount for the first year.

The work at all stations has gonc on in a satisfactory manner, and we
have good reason for the hope that our Mission among the Aborigines will
he much blessed of God.

During the year your Committec have had the pleasure of meeting Mrs.
Ward, who was returning to Mapoon after a well-earned furlough.

The Rev. F. L. Paton has been forced to resign his position as Mission
Agent, owing to ill-health. This is a great blow to our work, hut we hope
that Mr. Paton may speedily be restored to health again.

Your Committee learn with deep regret that Dr. Roth, the Protector of
Aborigines, has resigned his position. Dr. Roth has ever been a warm
friend of our Mission, and has on many occasions rendered valuable aid.
We shall miss him much.

In conclusion, your Committee desire to impress upon members of As-
sembly the necessity for an increase of liberality on the part of our congre-
gations, so that our Mission work may be carried on in ne grudging fashion,
but with a genecrosity worthy of so splendid a cause.

In name of the Committee,
W. SWEYN MACQUEEN, Convener.
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CHURCH OF QUEENSLAND

ABORIGINAL MISSION FUND—GENERAL ACCOLNT.

RECEIPTS. DISBURSEMENTS,

£ gl £ =R SR Nl
By Wickham Terrace 53 3 A To Bulance brought forward from last year .. 10 16 5
Bellevue Y.P.8.C.E. 2MT 0 Refund to Mr. A. L. Pryde : amount paid by
Bowen S.8. 100 him in errer to Brumn, Campbell & Co.,
Mowbraytown 8.8, L v o for rations .., 5 2 06 0
Do. Y.P.S.C.E. (B 5 (0 Salary of Rev. E. Brown’s assistant ... 3 (ORI
New Farm 8.8, 01511 CGeneral Assembly’s Board of Missions " 18515 0
Tiaro Y.P.S.C.E, 012 3 Do. Do, for Mission
Do. Junior 8.C.E. 05 0 Agent’s salary g dis 0 0
Townsville Central Y.P.S.C.E. 116 6 —_—— 8915 ¢
——— 8 50 Rev. N. Hey’s lectures—expenses ... - MR
Rev. N. Hey’s Lectures 210 5 Stationery, Postages, etc. 5 0 7
P.W.M.U., salary, Rev. E, Brown's assistant 60 0 D ‘' Record,” ete. ... 11510
Do. Archer River Station ... 3710 0 Proport ion, i-{rmtmg Minutes ... " . 3 4 3
—_ 9710 0 alimba Church Debt .., .o 1019 6
Government Graut N 55 5 0 Da. Auwstral Star Debt ... . S ) )
Assembly Revenue Funds F. 39 9 3 —_— 21 0 2
Fortitnde Valley Junior § C.E., for quppurr, Balance 41 2 3
of cluld at Weipa ... 210 0
Macka , for support of child at’ '\laponn 210 @
Park Sy‘i for support of child at Weipa ... 210 6
— 710 0
£215 13 9 £21513 9
ABORIGINAL MISSION FUND (BOAT MAINTENANCE ACCOUNT).
RECEIPTS. DISBURSEMENTS,
EINCE Wl £ s d
3y Balance brought farward from last year ... ... 150 B 1 To Amount transferred to .. o .. 80 U 0
Remittance, per Rev. E. Brown .. .. 4616 © Balance (o .. 147 4 )
£197 ¢4 1 £197 4 |

TR
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SOUTH AUSTRALIA.
FOREIGN MISSIONS COMMITTEE’S REPORT.

Chalmers Manse, 11¢ North Terrace,
Adelaide, August 16th, 1905.

The Rev. Thomas MacMillan, Missionary for the South Australian
Church, left Australia on rn extended holiday in December, 1903, and did
not return till May, 1805. Of work done by him on the field no report can
be submitted. During the interval, in May, 1904, however, the Rev. T,
\Wart Legpgatt, of Malekula, visited this State [at the request of the P.AY.M.U.)
in the interest of Missionary enterprise, and although his stay was short it
was very nspiriting.  Owing to the absence of Mr. Macmillan on furlough,
the usual periodical letters, giving an account of the prominent features and
successive phases of the work, were not forthcoming, and they were greatly
missed. On his arrival in Australia, Mr. Macmillan himself was minded to
go direct to Tanna, for the sake of the work there. But your Committee were
unanimously of opinion that it would be in ¢very way better if he visited the
several congregations of the Church, cven though, at that season of the year,
the weather is not alwayvs the most agreeable.  Arrangements were accord-
ingly made to carry out this design, and nearly all the time of his seven
weeks' sojourn here was spent in making these visitations, during which the
Missionary knowledge of the people has been increased and their zeal revived.
Nor is there any doubt that by this method Mr. Macmillan has knit the
hearts of the people more closely to himself, and thus furthered the object
which both he and we hold so dear. Tt should be added that Mrs. Macmillan
did splendid service also to the common cause in her own unassuming way.
For the vear 1905 there is a decrease in the contributions :(—New Hebrides
Fund, £208 against £248; Queensland Aboriginal Fund, £25 as against .£30.
The Committee trust that during the current year there will be a return to
more satisfactory financial conditions.

By authority of the Committee,

DAVID PATON, Convener.

TASMANIA.

REPORT OF FOREIGN MISSIONS COMMITTEE.

_ I have 1o report that cur Foreign Missions Committee deals specially
with the maintenance of a Missionary on Epi, New Hebrides. Our Mission-
ary, the Rev. R. W. Fraser, has now retired, after 23 years’ work.  His work
stands as a lasting mernorial to faithful service in the power of the Gospel.
A new Missionary is not yet appointed, the station being temporarily in the
charge of the Rev. F. Riddle, a neighbouring Missionary. We arc much
concerned with putting right our finances, which for a long time have heen
drifting badly in arrears. A large staff of native teachers is, however, main-
tained.  Our total income for the last 12 months has been only £158 12s. 6d.,
all of which has been absorbed, ieaving a total deficit at the prescnt time of
over £150. A special effort is now being made to put this right.

J. HEYER, Convener.




CHURCH OF TASMANIA.

Abstract of Receipts and Disbursements for last Financial Year.

NEW HEBRIDES ACCOUNT.

: RECEIPTS.
Collections and Donatiims ... .

EXPENDITU
Salaries and Expenses y
Balance in hand

NATIVE TEACHERS FUND.

Contributions

L

Salary and Expenses,..
Balance in hand

s
b |

ca®

fa]
B
=
=]
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WESTERN AUSTRALIA.

REPORT OF FOREIGN MISSIONS COMMITTEE.

The Committee report with regret the loss, through the departure from
the State, of their first Convener, the Rey. J. J. Gilmore, and acknowledge his
good services to the cause of Foreign Missions.

I'wo matters have occupied the attention of the Committee during the
year :—(1) Missionary hoxes, and (2} Mission work among the Aborigines.
The Committee have had 150 Mission boxes made, at a cost of 44d. each,
and thesc have been distributed throughout Western Australia, and they trust
these hoxes will be a means of encouraging systematic giving to Foreign
Missions. Much consideration has been given to the question of the inaug-
uration of a United Aboriginal Mission Station within the State, and the five
Churches represented are now dealing with the matter in their respective
Executives. This Committee has promised to be responsible for £100 per
annum.

The following is Financial Statement : —

RECEIPTS. £ s . EXPEXDITURE. £ s d.
By Balance, 30th Sept., 1903 ... 41 10 5 | To Proportion Salary of F.M.
,» Collections and Douations . 49 4 | Agent ., 9 7 6
. Printing ... 116 3
.» New Hebrides Mission ... 34 0 0
,» Korean Mission ... 15 00
,» North Queensland Mission 28 0 0
,, Balance in hand .., . 4310 9
£131 14 & £131 14 6

(. F. PITCHFORD, Convener.,

1L
REPORT OF THE COLLEGE COMMITTEE.

Since the last meeting of the General Assembly the main part of the
wark of the Committee has fallen to the Executive, which met in Melbourne
as occasion arose. At a meeting of the General Committee held in
Sydney on the 21st September, 1904, the Syllabus for the Entrance Examina-
tion in 1908, and that for the Exit Examination in 1905, were adopted. These
were published in the Calendars of the two Halls, but a difference between
the two as printed has shown that if a Year Book for the whole Church is
not to be published, it is desirable to have a Calendar common to both Halls,

The question as to the most suitable time for the Entrance Examination
was raised, and remitted for consideration to a Committee consisting of the
Professors and Lecturers, with Dr. Clouston as Convener.

Various cases of students were dealt with. Subject to the recommensia-
tion of the Victorian Assembly, it was agreed that Messrs. Vickerman and
Farguhar (who had passed the first year in Arts) be admitted to the Entrance
Examination. The Committee had before it a recommendation from the
General Assembly of South Australia to admit Mr. J. W. Rankine {a Home
Mission Agent of the Church) to the Entrance Examination of 1905, but in
view of the new regulations under consideration by the Church for the train-
img of Home Missionaries, it was deemed undesirable to deal with this excep-
ticnal case, and agreed to advise Mr. Rankine to prepare himself for passing
the Matriculation Examination, with Greek as onc of the subjects.

It was decided that Mr. W. Laurie, who had passed his first vear in Arts,
and also his first session in the Theological Hall as a private student. be ac-
gepted as a regular student, provided he passed the Entrance Examination
or 1915.
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In the Entrance Examination, which was held in Fchruary, 195, seven-
tccn students entered.  Of these ten passed in the first examination, and
four, who failed in Hebrew, passed in the Supplementary Examination. Mr.
G Cranston, a student from the United Free Church College, Glasgow, was
alsa examined in Scripture and Ilebrew, and passed.

The Rev. Professor Skene having sent in his resignation as an examiner
in Theology, it was agreed to recommend the appointment of the Rev. P. J.
Murdoch, M.A. [t was agreed, further, to recommend that in room of the
RET.| B. Russell, now re'ildm;, in Auckland the Rev. J. F. Macrae be ap-
pointed an examiner in Scripture, and that the Rev. D. Macrae Stewart be
appointed an examiner in English and History.

The attention of the Executive was drawn to the difference in length of
the course of study in particular subjects in the two Halls, arising from a
resolution passed by tast General Assembly on an overture from St. Andrew’s
College Theological Faculty. It was agreed that full comsideration of the
matter he deferred until the meeting of the General Committee in September.

The subject of the B.1). degree, which has already been hefore the General
Assembly, has not been lost blg’ht of. By the action of the Council of
Churches in Melbourne, the matter will shortly be brought before the Council
af the University of ’V[e[bourne, and will receive there very influential sup-
port.  The prospect of some action I)v:m;r taken by the University favourable
to the conferring of Divinity Degrees is made the brighter that an Act en-
titled *‘ The Divinity Degrees Act, 18905,"" and the object of which 15 ‘“to en-
able the University of New Zealand to confer Degrees in Divinity,” has been
before the New Zealand Parliament. Further information on this matter will
be put before the Assembly.

This is hut a progress report.  The Committee will meet before the Gen-
eral Assembly is convened, and will issue a final report.

J. MEIKLEJOIIN, D.D., Convener.

SUPPLEMENTARY REPORT OF COLLEGE COMMITTEE.

The Committee agreed that it shall be compulsory on the part of grad-
uates who have not taken Greek as part of their course to pass the examina-
10n in that subject included in the Entrance Examination, and it was further
agreed that the rule become operative in 1907,

SYLLABUS FOR ENTRANCE EXAMINATION, 1907-1808,

SCRIPTURE~-Deuteronomy ; the (Gospe! of Mark.

SHORTER CATECHISM—{Salmond’s Tland-book).

HEBREwW—Davidson's Grammar, Sections 1-21 (matter in small print ex-
cepted) ; Exercises 12-20,

LATIN—Virgil’s Eneid, Rook II, Casar, De Bello Gallico, Book II, Bell’s
Classics).

GregXK—Rutherford's (Greek Grammar
{MacMillan's Greek course) with Underhill’s Exercises.
Xenophon’s Anabasis, Book II. (Bell’s Classics)
Book of Acts, Chapters 1-8 {inclusive).

MENTAS. PHILOSOFHY—Scottish Philosophy, Andrew Seth.

MORAL PHILOSOPHY-~Ethical Principles, James Seth, Parts 1. and II.

HistorY—Green’s Short History, Chapters 1.-VIIL. {inclusive),  Stud-
ent’s Gibbon, Chapters 1. to XVI. (inclusive}.

EnGLIsH—Meiklejohn’s English Language and Literature, Parts 1. and
III. Shakespeare, ‘lHenry V.,' Clarendon Press, Essay.

SYLLARUS FOR EXIT EXAMINATION, 19uG.

HEBREW AND OLD TESTAMEXNT EXEGESIS.

(1) Davidson's Hebrew Grammar, including simple composition from English:
into tlebhrew.
Davidson's Hebrew Syntax; Syntax of the sentence and all references to
other parts of the hook in the texts set.
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{2) 2 Samuel, Chapters 1-7 (inclusive) ; Isaiah 40-53 (inclusive)

Text books for Introduction and Exegesis : Kirkpatrick's Samuel, Vol, [I.
(Cambridge Bible for Schools); Skinner's Isaiah, Vol. II. (Cam-
bridge Bibie for Schools}.

(3) History and Old Testament Theology; Robertson’s Early Religion of
Israel, Chapters 1-10 (inclusive)
Burr;)c:. f: _Outlmes of Old Testament Theology {Oxford Church Text-
00Kks)

NEW TESTAMENT GREEK AND EXEGESIS.,
{1) Greek Text {a) Galatians (Lightfoot); {b} 1 Cor. 5: 1-4, 12-15 {w.h.).

{2) Introduction (2) lightfoot’s Galatians, and Dissertation on St. Paul and
the Three.

{b) Ramsay’'s Articles on Galatia in Tlastings’ Bible Dictionary {from p.
83 par. as to the relation between the immigrant Gauls to end of Art
region of (Galatia, p. 91).

{¢) Introcduction in Edwards’ First Corinthians.

(3) Exegesis of Galatians (Lightfoot}, and of 1 Cor. 1-4 and 15 in Edwards’
First Corinthians.
Christian Philosophy and Apologetic.
Text books :—({1} Flint’s Theism (omitting the non-Platonic Argumcnts,

p. 276 at foot, to break at 288). (2) Bruce’s The Miraculous Element
in the Gospels, Chapters 7, 8, 9, 10 (246-388).

THEOLOGY.
The Person and Work of the Redeemer.

IL—Orr's Christian View of God and the World. )
Lectures 11., VI., VII1., Appendix to Lecture VI., and Appendix to
““ The Idea of the Kingdom of (God.”

II.—Denney’s, The Death of Christ: [ts Place and Interpretation in the
New Testament.
Students recommended to read Chapter X. {Doctrine of Redemption,
Priesthood, and Atonement) of Davidson’s Old Testament Theology;

CHURCH HISTORY.
Pp. 306-352.
Cheetham’s Sketch of Medizval Church History (¢ Saciety for Propogat-
ing Christion Knowledge’); Lindsay's Luther and the German Re-
formation (T. T. Clark}.

RESULTS OF EXIT AND FINAL EXAMINATIONS.

ORMOND COLLEGE.

A. E. Macdonald, M.A., 86, p.c.; A. J. Stewart, 75; D. Bruce, 71; D. M.
Lyall, B.A., 64; C. S. O. Keays, 63; G. Rowe, B.A., 60 W. Byvers, 59.

The fol]ovsmg have passed as exit students in Apologencc. —K. l-orst(_r,
B.A., 87, p.c.; E. Petherick, 81: ). C. McPhee, 80; R. Foyster, B.A.,
EAD Hood 73 J. McDougall BA 69; C. R. Houston 68; A. O. Hardle,

45.

ST. ANDREW'S COLLEGE.

Percy Hope, B.A., 81, p.c.; G. Logan, B.A., 75; J. N. McGee, 51. The
following have passed in Hebrew and Church H1storv —J. Dudley, Tl Y !
Robertson, M.A., 77: \W. 8. J.aurie, 71; G. Cranston, 62.
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THEOLOGICAL HALL, ORMOND COLLEGE, MELBOURNE.

REPORT OF SENATUS, 1903,

The fortieth session of the [fall was opened on March 8th, a public In-
augural Lecture being delivered by the Rev. Professor Skene, M.A., on his
entering upon the duties of the Chair of Hebrew and Old Testament Exe-
gests and Homiletics. The subject of lecture was ‘* The Old Testament
Prophet and the New Testament Prcacher.” Twenty-seven students, all of
them studying for the Ministry of the Presbyterian Church, attended the
classes during the Session. This is the largest number since the Hall’s
foundation.  Another gratifving feature is that all have come through the
gateway of the Entrance Examination, and a large proportion are University
men and Graduates. Some of them have won the highest honours in their
respective departments of study in the University of Melbourne. One stud-
ent comes from the Presbyterian Church of New Zecaland.

The following students, having completed their three vears' Theological
Course, have proceeded to the recent Exit Examination in Church History,
Theology, Hebrew, and Old Testament Exegesis and New Testament Greek
and Exegesis :—Messrs. Douglas Bruce, W. R, Byers, C. A. O. Keays, D. M.
Lyall, B.A., A. E. Macdonald, M.A., George Rowe, B.A., and A. J. Stewart.
The following, having completed their second vear course, have proceeded
to the Exit Examination in Christian Philosophy and Apologetic :—Messrs.
Carl Foerster, B.A.; R. C. Foyster, B.A.; A. 0. Hardie, B.A.; ]. Craig
(N.Z.), S. H. Hood, C. R. Houston, J. P. MacDougall, B.A.; J. C. McPhee,
and E. G. Petherick

The health of the students has been good, and their attendance also good.

The Class of thc Rev Edward Rorke, B.A., the ‘“ Wilson Lecturer on
Elocution,”” in the Hall has been regularly attended, and has given much
satisfaction. All the lectures, exercises. and tests have been conducted with
the aim of producing natural and effective reading and devotional utterance
in the puipit, and also natural, clearly-enunciated, and persuasive delivery of
Sermons,

The Library has been still further strengthened, Dr. Macdonald having
devoted to it much care for several years. The students avail themselves
abundantly of its advantages.

During the session the ““ Ormond Students’ Theologic Society ' has
carried on its work vigorously, A movement has also been inaugurated to
form a United Theological Society, embracing the Theological students of
Ormond, Trinity, and Queen’s Colleges, for the promotion of study and the
deepening of spiritual life. The Students’ Missionary Society has carried on
its earnest veoluntary efforts in support of the Aboriginal Mission in North
Queensland, and of a teacher in the New Hebrides.

A number of clergymen from outside the Hall have, by request, delivered
occasional lectures to the students on various aspects of ministerial work.

The Senatus have heard with much regret that, owing to increasing
deafness, the Rev. Professor Macdonald, D.D., their President for this ses-
sion, has tendered to the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church of
Victoria his two-fold Chair of Church History and of Systematic Theology,
his resignation to take effect at the close of next session. During Dr. Mac-
donald’s years of teaching in the Hall, more than 150 students have passed
through his classes, the majority of whom are now ministers of the Presby-
terian Church, some of them already occupying positions of great prominence
in this or other lands The Senatus desire to express their deep sense of
the great services Dr. Macdonald has rendered to the Church, to the Hall,
and to the Church’s Ministry, and their sincere regret at the prospect of the
flight of ttime and the wear of years causing him to separate himself from high
and sacred work which has becen to him an object of intense love, and into
which he has thrown ungrudgingly his life’s energy and powers.

The Session was closed by a public meeting, at which the farewell ad-
dress to the students {on Ministerial Work and Efficiency) was delivered by
the Right Rev. W. S. Rolland. Moderator of the General Assembly of the

Presbyterian Church of Victoria.
. J. LAWRENCE RENTQUL,
Secretary of Senatus.
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REPORT OF THE THEOLOGICAL FACULTY OF ST. ANDREW’S
COLLEGE, SYDNEY.

During the Session 1905, the classes have been regularly conducted by
the Professors and Lecturers in charge of the several departments—namely,
Dr. Andrew Harper, in Energetical Theology of the Old Testament and
Hebrew ; Dr. George Macinnes in Energetical Theology of the New Testa-
ment; Dr. T. E. Clouston in Historical Theology; Dr. W. M. Dill Macky n
Biblical and Systematic Theology ; Dr. John Kinross in Apologetics and Chris-
ian Ethics; and Mr. John Garland, LL.B., in Ecclesiastical Law and Proce-
dure. In addition, the Rev. Robert Steel, M.A., the Steel lecturer for the vear,
conducted a class during the second term m Pastoral Theology, and at the invi-
tation of the Faculty, the Rev. J. Anderson Gardiner, B.A., gave the students
instruction in Sacred Rhetoric.

The number of students in attendance has heen the same as in 1904—
namely, 10. Of these three were in the third vear, Messrs. Percy Hope, B.A.,
George Logan, B.A., and J. N. McGee. Four were in the second year, name-
ly, Messrs George Cranston, J. T. Dudlev, B.A.. W. S, Lawrie, and J. N.
Robertson, M.A. Three were in the first year, Messrs. Victor Clark Duff,

A., J. C. Gibson, and John Paterson, B.A. At the close of the Session,
class examinations were conducted by the Faculty, with the result that all
the students were adjudged to have fulfilled their duties satisfactorily.

The Faculty are satisfied with the result of the change made, by which
the attention of students was confined each vear to a limited number of sub-
jects, in place of diffusing their energies over the whole course, and recom-
mend its continuance.

The Library has been enriched by a number of the most recent theologi-
cal books in every department, but the funds at present at thc disposal of the
Faculty are almost exhausted, and the Facultv appeal to the friends of the
Hall to supply them with the means to supply this necessary part of the equip-

ment of the Hall.
T. E. CLOUSTON, D.D,, President.
GEORGE MACINNES, D.D., Secretary.

1IL.
REPORT OF HOME MISSION COMMITTEE, 1905.

Your Committee have to report that the following questions were ad-
dressed to the Conveners of the State Home Mission Committees . —

A, Would you kindly furnish the Home Mission Committee of Australia
with a brief report of the work done by your Committee since the last meet-
ing of the General Assembly of Australia, September, 1903 ?

1. Also kindly state how many Charges have been erected during the
period named in your State,

2. How many Charges, if any, reduced to Stations.

3. Also how many new Mission Stations have been organised.

4. And how many, if any, abandoned, or otherwise dealt with.

Further note:—

a. Any particular encouraging circumstances associated with the work
of yvour Committee.

b. Difficulties and hindrances to the progress of the work.

¢. Any sugestions which may occur to you as likely to be of advantage
to the Committee in furthering Home Mission work within your State, and
Australia generally.

B. How many Home Mission Agents have you in active service who are

(1) Ordained Ministers, (2) Licentiates, (3) Students under Theological train-

8%:1’ (4?] Students in Arts, (5) Students preparing for the University, (6)
thers:
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1.The following reports have been received :—
NEW SOUTH WALES.

This report refers to the work done by the Committee during the two

K{E‘RIS ending with the mectings of the State Assembly in May, 1904, and
ay, 1905,

{1} New Charges have been initiated at the following places—9 in num-
ber :—Dulwich Hill, Campsie, Lindfield (now with a settied minister),
Auburn, Belmont and Boolarao, Manilla, Cessnock Weston and Kurri-Kurri,
Barrington and Gloucester, Kyogle.

(2) One former parish—Gundagai—has been teduced to a Mission Sta-
tion. and one Home Mission Station—Wilcannia—has been termporarily left
without scrvices.  The parish of Wentworth has been without a minister
for some time. DBut we hope to re-occupy both these important spheres at
an early date.

Some of the encouraging features of our work have been the demand for
assistants in eight of our large country parishes, with a view to their divi-
sion as soon as practicable.  Renuests for the supply of ordinances have
come from a number of places, in some cases stimulated by the visits of the
Commissioner of Assembly, and in other cases of their own motion.

The difficulties of the Committee have been very great, owing to the in-
sufficient supply of fully qualified Agents. TIn the vacations of the Theologi-
cal Halls, the students are available, but when they have to return to Sydney
to attend the classcs, we have been obliged to send into the field men who
have received little or no traininyg. rather than allow parishes and stations to
remain vacant. Some of these have done good service, but their work in the
field has been detrimental to the progress of their studies.

The pumber of Agents at present at work is:—Qrdained Ministers, 18;
Divinity Students, 10; Students attending the University, 4; Students prepar-
ing for matriculation, 4; Catechists and others, 23.

The return of good seasons to the State has made possible what has heen
under consideration for several yvears, namely, the sending forth of a Gospel
car under the charge of an ordained Minister into the remote western interior,
The Rev. P. A. Smithhas accepted the invitation of the Committee to undertake
this work, and is at present on his way from Bourke to Milparinka and Wil-
cannia. This scheme has evolved the interest of the members of the Church,
and some generous gifts have been the result, notably the donation of £100
from the Honourable W. Ross.

The scheme for the cstablishment of a Home Mission Settlement in a
suitable part of the city of Sydney has been sanctioned by the Assembly, but
it has been decided to amalgamatc with the larger scheme of the [nstitu-
tional Church which is now being devised by an influential Committee.

THODMAS E. CLOUSTON, D.D., Convener.

YICTORIA.

A. A brief report of the work of the Committee sincc the Assembly of
1903 will be found in the answers to the questions asked.

1. Charges erected, 10, Eight of them had once heen Charges, but had
lapsed to the position of Mission Stations.

2. Charges reduced to Mission Stations: None,

3. New Mission Stations organiscd : 12,

4. Mission Stations abandoned: One temporary Mission closed.  The
camp was broken up, the special work in which the men werc engaged being
finished.

(e} Kuconraging Circvmainnces,

{1} A Sub-Committee to deal with the finances has been appainted, with
good results.

Increased interest in Home Missions in congregations and Sunday
Schools, through diffusion of more information.

{(2) A ¢ Home Mission Jottings’' column in the ‘¢ Messenger.”

(3) New districts have been opened up, and Mission Stations (some, at
least) are facing better their responsibilities.
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(4} A large and representative special committee has been appointed by
the Assembly to consider fully the better organisation of Home Missions,
and the better training of agents.

(b} Difficultiex and Hindrances.

Lack of suitable men.

Lack of oversight. .

Want of funds to raise Home Mission Stations to the status of sanctioned
Charges, with ordained ministry.

fc) Suggestions.

The appointment of a [{ome Mission Director, or the provision of some
other means for complete oversight and organisation.

The establishment of an itinerant ministry for visiting stations in the
back-blocks.

The publication of fulier information as to the necds and possibilities
of the outlying districts of the larger States.

The establishment of a Training lnstitute for Home Missionaries.

B. Home Mission Agents in active service:—

{1) Ordained Ministers: 10,

{2) Licentiates: 1.

{38) Theological Students: 11,

(4) Students in Arts: 2.

(5) Students studyving for the University: 3.

{6) Students studving for the Hall, having gone through a four years’
Home Mission course {one month’s lectures with examinations each year):
12,

{7} Missionaries now taking ‘‘ Mission”’ course: 19.

{8) Missionaries that have finished Home Mission course : 5.

{9) Other Missionaries: 27,

Total: 90.
GRAITAM H. BALFOUR,
Convener Church Extension Branch.

\W. H. COOPER,
Convener Preachers’ Branch.

1

TASMANIA REPORT, 1904-5.

The Iome Mission Stations of Tasmania are administered by a Com-
mittee appointed by the Assembly, and consisting of one member from cach
gLesb}iltcry, together with the Clerk of Assembly, and the Treasurer of the

urch.

The present Committee is: Rev. IF. E. Oxer, Convener (Midlands); Rev,
A. R. Osborn (North); Rev. ]J. Hever (South}; Rev. J. Russell {Clerk); and
the Hon. Jas. Murdoch (Treasurer}.

There are at present 11 Home Mission Charges, including some forty
preaching stations.

The funds at the disposal of the Committee consist solely of amounts
contributed annually by the Churches, together with donations. There are
no capitalised funds.

Charges erected since September, 1903: Zechan, West Tamar, West Dev-
onport. We expect that two other Mission Stations, viz.,, Queenstown and
Stanley, will become Charges in the near future,

Charges reduced : None.

New Missions organised: Work has been recommenced at Ulverstone,
and preaching stations established at Sandhill and Invermay, suburbs of
Launceston.

Stations abandoned : None.

Enconragements,

Interest in Home Mission work is being stimulated throughout the island
and progress is noted in more than one direction.  Extension work is being
pushed on privately by many congregations, with some success. Cur pros-
pects on the west and north-west coasts—the maost progressive portions of
Tasmania—are distinctly more hopeful than they were a few years back,




04

though we have still great problems facing us, and a vast amount of ground
to cover, Opportunities have been Jost, chances muddled, and we are now
late in the field and deficient in resources.

IRffculties, Hindrances, &

There are thirteen regular Charges in Tasmania; six of these fail to
raise the minimum stipend of £200, and can therefore do little for Home and
Foreign Missions. This leaves seven congregations to raise some £250 per
annum for Foreign Missions, and, in addition, to sustain 11 Mission Stations,
many of which are struggling.  As there are no public offices, all the details
of administration fall on the Convener and his Committee. With such a
small roll this is a very heavy burden.

Several of the Mission Stations are decaved Charges in old settled dis-
tricts, where the e¢is #wertir makes the task of sustaining ordinances depres-
singly heavy.

Mission work has suffered most in Tasmania from the type of agents em-
ploved. We have depended too much on the rejected mn%s of Victoria and
New South Wales, the result being that station after station has been suc-
cessively ruined. The Committee will belp us by taking measures for elim-
inating unsuitable men from the service, by making it impossible for weuk
Churches to employ just anybody, and more particularly by providing a sup-
ply of more or less adequately equipped men. The scheme for training
missionaries will, unless carefully guarded, become a dead letter in the
weaker Churches.

Mission Agents employed :(—

{1) Ordained Ministers: 2.

(2} Licentiates: 0. .

{3) Students under Theological Training : 4 going through our own Mis-
sionary Course; 2 who have passed the Victorian Course.

{4) Others: 3,
¥. E. OXER, Convener.

P.S.—Another difficulty we meet is the disposal of elderly agents whose
usefulness is past. Tasmania would benefit very much were beneficiary
funds organised for the whole of Australia, and also if some home of refuge
could be established for decayed missionaries. We are blocked in at least
two places by our unwillingness to cast adrift worthy men for whose services

we have no other outlet.

SOUTH AUSTRALIA.
A—
1. Two Charges erected.

2, None.
3. Three.

Encouragements.
Gratitude of the people ministered. ) o
An increased willingness of the people to contribute for Home Mission
work.

Difficulties.

These lie in the fact that a portion of our population is settled over an
extensive area, making it difficult to reach the people, or to gather them into
congregations.  Another difficulty, created by the fact Just stated, is the
number of Home Mission Charges in proportion to the settled Charges. The
financial strain on the settled Charges to assist Home Mission Charges is
more than they can stand. o addition to the Home Mission Charges and
preaching places now cared for and heing fostered with a view to being
erected into regular Charges, we have at teast four districts that we could

take up had we the means.

Suggestions.

1 purpose to recommend to the next meeting of our State Assembly to
appoint a Financial Secretary and Organising Agent with an office in the city.
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B.—We have at the present date as Home Mission Agents—
1. No ordained Ministers..

No Licentiates.

No Students.

No Art Students,

One Student preparing for University.

. We have six Lay Missionaries employed.

® o o 1

s W. GRAY, Organising Agent.
Melbourne, September 23rd, 1905.

QUEENSLAND.

Since a report of Home Mission work in (Queensland was last submitted
to your Committee operations have been steadily continued on about the same
scale as during the period then under review. = The feature of the work dur-
ing the present period has been the development and organisation of the work
In existing fields, rather than the opening up of new stations. This does
not lend itself to report as the opening of new fields would, but it is quite
as necessary, and with our means {men and money) imperative. We have
not a sufficient revenue to enable us to subsidise many new fields. It is only
as the older fields become developed and need less help that it is possible to
take on new work which, as is usually the case, needs liberal financial back-
ing from the Fund.

_ During the period which you wish reported upon, there has been a con-
siderable amount of progress in nearly all of the fields under the care of this
Committee. In some instances, the progress has been striking, while
others have been the occasion of considerable disappointment. The cncour-
aging features of the work have been, however, far more nuroerous and sig-
nificant than the disappointments. The number of centres at which ser-
vices are regularly conducted have increased, the attendances at services are
better than they were, and generally a greater interest is manifest among the
people.  Much energy has been displayed in the erection of church-build-
ings, and in the procuring of sites for such buildings, which shows the deter-
mination of the people.

There is also a very successful Home Mission work being carried on by
several congregations of the Church in their own vicinity, Charters Towers,
Killarney, Warwick, and Allora Charges have been conspicuous in this work.
In this way a great deal has been done to extend the agencics of the Churcly,
and there i1s yet room for a great deal more of the same kind of cnterprise.

The whole of the work of the Church in Queensland has been to some
extent retarded by the large exodus of ministers to other States during the
two ycars under review. On the other side, one minister from another State
has been settled in (Queensland, and four have come from the Home Churches
—two from the United Free Church of Scotland, and two from the Irish
Presbyterian Church.

Ve have been greatly encouraged and helped in our work by the liberal
monetary assistance of all the Home Churches, having received during the
period £300 from the United Free and £100 from the Church of
Scotland, while the Irish Presbyterian Church sent £200. Without this
assistance, our work, modest as it is, would have been attended by serious
difficulties. These gifts have enabled us to make ends meet.

From the Old Country we have drawn the greater portion of our Home
Missionaries, these being men trained in the Glasgow Institute and selected
by Mr. Andrew Stewart, to whom we arc deeply indebted for his deep interest
in our work, and his willing help whenever it is needed.

In reply to your queries, I have to state that—

1. Five Charges have been erected. o

2. One was reduced, but is included in the number erected, as it is now
once more settled. )

3. Three new Mission Stations have been organised,

4. None has been abandoned, but one has been provided for, for the

present, by the neighbouring Charge.
Note on No. 3: Three new Stations are on the point of being taken up.
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b Amgngst the encouraging circumstances connected with our work may
¢ noted (—

1. A growing scnse amongst our people generally of the urgent need of
Home Mission work, and a feeling of shame at past indifference.  Out of
this may come a *‘ forward movement’’ commensurate with the needs.

2. The desire for the services of the Church in districts where we are
not yet represented.

3. The number of young men who are desirous of giving themselves to
the preaching of the (Gospel. This is perhaps the most hopeful sign of our
Church life at present.

Our difficulties and hindrances are, perhaps, such as are common to all
such work. We want ministers and we want money. We have indifference
to spiritual things to contend with. The giant forms of evil are in Queens-
land as they are clsewhere. But our main dithculties are those arising from
the very scanty population which is spread over a great area.  In many dis-
tricts where we should have agents, the people could not themselves meet
their salaries, and our limited income is not sufficient to render the assist-
ance which would be reguired.

One or two suggestions which, if adopted, might help the work in this
Stgtedand other States whose circumstances resemble our own. may he per-
mitted.

1. If the Ministers of the Church exist for the Church, and not the
Church for them, some attempt might be made to distribute them where they
are most needed.

2. The time has nearly come in the history of the United Church when
the stronger sections of it may be expected to begin to heip the weaker. An
Australian Home Mission Fund for the assistance of the Church in the
weaker States would be an evidence that our Union is more than a name. At
present all that the stronger States do for Queensland is to call our best min-
isters to their vacant Charges. We want some practical results of our
Union, and the sooner the better.

In reply to your guery regarding the composition of cur Home Mission
staff, the following shows the condition in which ours 1s:—

1. Two ordained ministers are at work.

2. Wc have no Licentiates.

3. Our one student in theology is not available for work.

4. Qur one student in arts is not available for work.

lf' One student preparing for matriculation is available for occasional
work.

8. Ten Home Missionaries are employed.

It should be added that the Queensland Church has great interest in the
scheme for the training of Home Missionarics with a view to the Ministry,
and it is to be hoped that the Assembly will devise such methods as shall
open the door to these Missionaries as widely as possible.  They are good
men, and it would be a pity if any scheme should be udopted which does not
take into account the situation of such places as Queensland. The draft
scheme may meet the needs of the two large States; it does not scem to pro-
mise much to a State ke ours.

[ am, dear Sir, yours faithfully,
GEQO. EWAN, Caonvener.

WESTERN AUSTRALIA.

A. Qur Church can report simply a steady holding-on to work alrcady
begun. We have abandoned work at York through lack of support. At the
present time, however, the Rev. D. B. Smith, who has done such excellent
work as Superintendent of the Geraldton and Murchison Districts, 1s inves-
tigating Cue and Day Dawn with a view to establishing permanent work
where necessary; and the Rev. G. Brewster is beginning work at Wagin
on the Great Southern District. The Rev. A, Crow also reports having begun
services at Kurrawang, eight miles from Kalgoorlie.

The Rev. ]J. H. Fordyce, who came out from Scotland in response to our
appeal for men, is now ordained, and doing excellent work in Boulder. Four
Mission Agents received from the Glasgow Bible Training Institute on a
three years' engagement, have been at work here for almost a year, and their
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work is mostly highly satisfactory. Two of them, however, are required to
work in Charges which ought to have settled ministers.

) T'o the Bursary Fund £30 has been contributed, and we hope to allocate
it after the matriculation cxamination in December.

. The Committee has adopted a scheme ‘¢ for the purpose of making per-
iodical visits to every Church in the State,” and while it is impossible for
us to appoint a Home Mission Superintendent, yet much is being done to
keep in touch with and encouvrage our Home Mission Agents by visitation.

1. One Charge (though it is still being worked by a Home Mission

Agent)—Bulong-Kanowna.

2. None.

3. Under Geraldton six centres are regularly visited by Mr. Smith.
Wagin and Kurrawang are simply new preaching stations under the Albany
and Kalgoorlie charges respectively,

4. One—York.

a

(b) The vastness of our territory ; lack of money; lack of suitable men.

{c} Having the Home Mission work brought directly under the charge
of the Federal Assembly. This would secure for us a regular supply of
seitable men.  Qur experiment with men from the Glasgow Bible Training
Institute has been only partially successful, and, becausc of our lack of or-
dained ministers for our settled Charges, we are not able to test them with
real pioneer work. All of them bhave entered upon work which has been
established for some time.

B. (1) None.
(2) None.
{3} None.
{4) None.
{5} None,
{6) Six.

HENRY C. MATTHEW, Convener.

SecTION B.

COMMUNICATION ANENT THURSDAY ISLAND.

An important letter has ben received from the Convener of the Home
Mission Committee of the Church of Queensland, anent Thursday Island,
which your Committee would lay before the Assembly:—

At the last meeting of my Committee, the matter of providing religious
services for the Presbhyterians and other non-Anglican Protestants at Thurs-
day Island reccived consideration. The Rev. Joseph King, of the L.M.S,,
was present, and stated that at his recent visit to Thursday Island the peo-
ple had met him in conference, and had expressed their desire to have a
Presbyterian Minister appointed to labour there, or, failing a Presbyterian, a
Congregationalist. Mr. King was averse to a Congregational Church being
formed at Thursday Island, as the bulk of the people had Presbyterian con-
nections. He desired to have a Minister stationed there who would exercise
oversight of the converts of the Society who visited or resided at Thursday
Island, and he was prepared to recommend that in the event of such an ar-
rangement being entered into between the Presbyterian Church and the
Society, the Society should make a grant to the Presbyterian Church for the
Minister’s support.

My Committee view very favourably this suggestion, and would like to
see effect given to it. Their power to do so is ]imiteci, however.  Their
funds are not equal, at present, to the additional strain which this new work
would cause; neither have they a man whom they could spare for the posi-
tion.

Considering, however, the peculiar situation and character of the place:
that it is, in a manner, only accidentally Queensland territory; that it is of
Commonwealth rather than State value; that its population is one of the most
cosmopolitan in the world; the Committee decided to bring the matter of
providing services by a minister of the Presbyterian Church under the notice
of your Committee, and to suggest that the Presbyterian Church of Australia
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might at Thursday Island find a point where she could most fittingly and
appropriately begin the Church Extension efforts of the United Church.

I beg to commend the matter to the earnest attention of vourself and the
other members of the Home Mission Committee, and I trust that something
may be done whereby the services of our Church may be extended soon to
this important position.

Any information that I mayv be able to supply, I shall be happy to place
at vour disposal.—I am, dear Sir, vours faithfully,

GEO. EWAN, Convener.
{Per W.C.R.)

Section C.
TRAINING OF HOME MISSION AGENTS.

A scheme of training for Home DMission Lay Agents with a view to the
Ministry was laid before the General Assembly of 1903, approved of general-
ly, and sent down to State Assemblies and Presbyteries. The returns received
were representative of the whole Church, and these were duly considered ac-
cording to the direction of the General Assembly by your Committee, and
the following amended scheme was remitted to State Assemblies and Presby-
teries

IT IS REQUIRED :—

1, That the Agents who are to be admitted to this special course of
training' be men who are over twenty-three (23} years of age, approved of as
to attainments, gifts, and Christian consistency by the State Assembly, hav-
mg proper jurisdiction and accepted by the General Assembly of Australia.

{A.) NEW SOUTH WALES,

2. That such accepted Agents shall devote themselves to a preliminary
course of training, and within four years from date of their acceptance
by the General Assembly pass (a) the Matriculation Examination of a recog-
nised University, or (b} the Senior University Examination {Sydney), or {c)
a special Matriculation set by the General Assembly’s College Committee,
and alsv within the same period attend and pass at least four University
Classes approved of by the General Assembly’s College Committee, or pur-
sue a course of study and examination under direction of the Geaneral Assem-
bly's College Committee on such subjects and text-books as are approved by
the General Assembly’s College Committee,

3. That during the course special attention shall be given to the con-
tents of the English Bible, English Language and Literature, Logic, Mental
and Moral Philosophy, N.T. Greek, History and Political Economy.

4. That those who pass the course shall be eligible as candidates for en-
trance to one of the Theological Halls of the Church, and shall be examined
on ba” the subjccts of the Syllabus save Latin, Greek (other than N.T.), and
Hebrew.

5. That during the recess of the Hall the Agents shall as far as possible
be provided with work in their own State.

6. That after finishing their Hall course and passing the Exit Examina-
tion, they shall serve in the State in which their preliminary training was
given for a period of at least four vears.

All the State Assemblies have made returns to this Remit.  These with-
out exception approve of the principal features of the Scheme of Training.
The amendments proposed deal with details. Twenty-two Presbyteries have
made Returns to Remit; 12 approve or approve generally; 7 approve with
amendments; one proposcs a Scheme of its own; one disapproves, and one
declines to give an opinion. ) )

As a fair example of the amendments proposed, your Committee give
here the Returns from the General Assemblies of New South Wales and
Victoria :—

{B.) VICTORIA.

1. That the Agents who are to be admitted to this special course of train-
ing be men who are over twenty-three (23} years of age, approved of as to
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attainments, gifts and Christian consistency by the State Assembly having
proper jurisdiction, and accepted by the General Assembly of Australia.

2. That such accepted Agents shall devote themselves to a preliminary
course of four years’ training, from the date of their acceptance by the Gene-
tal Assembly, and shall within that period pass (a) the Matriculation Exam-
ination of a recognised University, or (b) the Senior Public Examination in
connection with the University of Syvdney, or (c) where the University has no
accessible Matriculation Centre, a special Examination, held on the Matricu-
lation paper set by the University and examined by the College Committee
according to the same percentage applied by the University; and thereafter
shall alse within the same period attend and pass at least four University
Classes approved of by the General Assembly’s College Committee, or pursue
the course of study and examipation prescribed by the University under
direction of the General Assembly’s College Committee.

3. That during the course special attention_shall be given to the contents
of the English Bible, English Language and Literature, Logic, Mental and
Moral Philosophy, History, and Political Economy.

4. That those who pass the course shall be eligible as candidates for en-
trance to one of the Theological Halls of the Church, and shall be examined
on all the subjects of the Syllabus save Latin, Greek, and Hebrew.

6. That during the recess of the Hall the Agents shall, as far as possible,
be provided with work in their own State.

6. That after finishing their Hall course and passing the Exit Examina-
tion they shall serve in the State in which their preliminary training was
given for a period of at least four years.

7. That, where any dispute shall arise as to the States named in clauses
5 and 6, it shall be determined by the Home Mission Committee of the Gen-
cral Assembly of Australia.

Sec. 1 be approved.

Sec. 2 be amended so as to read :-—That such accepted Agents shall de-
vote themselves to a course of training leading up to the Hall, and {1} within
four years from date of their acceptance by the General Assembly pass (a) the
Matriculation Examination of a recognised University, or (b) the Senior
University Examination (Sydney), and also, thereafter, within the same
period, attend and pass at least four University Classes approved of by the
General Assembly’s College Committee, or {2) pursue a course of study and
annual Examination for four vears under direction of the College Committee,
on such subjects and text-books as are approved by the said Committee.

Sec. 3 amended so as to read :(—That during the Course special attention
shall be given to the contents of the English Bible, English Language,
Logic, Mental and Moral Philosophy, History, Paolitical Economy, N.T.
Greek, and the Elements of Hebrew.

(1) Papers to be set and Answers FExamined by the Examining
Board of the College Committee .

{2) Examinations to be conducted locally and simultaneously under
supervision of the Presbyteries to which the Agents belong.

{a) A Presbytery shall appoint one or mare of its Members to direct

and assist the Agent or Agents in Study, and to supervise the Annual
Examination.

{b) Studies shall be directed according to the Syllabus prepared by
the College Committee.

Sec. 4 amended so as to read :—That those who pass the course shall he
eligible as candidates for entrance to one of the Theological Halls of the
Church, and shall be examined in all subjects of the Syvllabus for Entrance
save Latin and Classical Greek.

Sections 5 and 6 approved.

The Returns from other State Assemblies and from the Presbyteries are
laid on the table.
JOHN FERGUSON,
P. J. MURDOCH,
Joint Conveners.
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1v.
REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON THE RECEPTION OF MINISTERS.

M Your Committee beg to submit their Report to the General Assembly as
ollows —

Your Committee recommended to the last General Assembly that the
Rev. S. H. Chapple, formerly a Wesleyan Methodist Minister, should be te-
celved as a Minister of this Church, on condition that he serve a year’s pro-
bation, and in the course of that year pass an Examination in Hebrew; and
this recommendation the Assembly adopted. Mr. Chapple satisfied these
conditions, and he has been inducted into the charge of Tylden, in the Pres-
bytery of Macedon, Victoria, where he has donc and is doing excellent work.

The Assembly also remitted to this Committee the petition of the Minis-
ter and congregation of the Congregational Church, Dcvonport, Tasmania,
to be received into the Presbyterian Church of Australia, giving them full
powers to deal with the matter. Your Committee, having given their best
consideration to the case, resolved to receive the petitioners into the Church,
according to their application to last General Assembly. .
~ The Home Mission and Church Extension Committee of the Church of
(QQucensland have notified your Committee to the effect that the Rev. James
Manwell Rodgers Dale and the Rev. Samuel Marten, Ministers of the Pres-
byterian Church of Ireland, and Mr. Allan Macdonald Mackillop, Probationer
of the United Iree Church of Scotland, having been commissioned to the
Church in Queensland by the Churches to which they bclonged, have been
received in accordance with the Regulations for the Reception of Ministers.

The Preshytery of Melbourne South, Victoria, transmit the petition of the
Rev. D. McFarlane to be received as an ordained Minister of the Presbyter-
1an Church of Australia. Mr. McFarlane was licensed by the Presbyvtery
of St. Andrew’s Church of Scotland, after having passed through the curricu-
lum prescribed by that Church. Hec received a commission from the Colon-
ial Committce to the Presbyterian Church of South Africa, and was appoint-
ed Minister of Newcastle, Natal, where he laboured for thirteen years. He
presents a Preshyterial certificate from the Presbytery of Natal, testifying to
his ministerial standing and the high regard in which he was held for his
character and work. The Presbyterv transmitting his petition strongly re-
commend that its prayer be granted.

The Rev. Robert Alexander Redmond. B.A., petitions through the Pres-
bytery of the Hawkesbury, New South Wales, to be received as a Minister of
the Church in full standing. Mr. Redmond was licensed by the Presbytery
of Belfast, and was afterwards ordained by the Presbytery of Ballymcna to
the pastoral oversight of one of their congregations, He came to Australia
for reasons of health, and, finding his health restored, he wishes to remain.
Since arriving in 1903, he has been doing work for the Home Mission Com-
mittee of the Church of New South Wales. He presents a certificate from
the Presbytery of Ballvmena, bearing witness to his ministerial standing and
the esteem and confidence in which he was held by his brethren. The Pres-
bytery of the Hawkesbury recommend that the prayer of Mr. Redmond’s
petition be granted.

The Rev. G. D. Lee, who was Minister of Cavendish in the Preshytery of
Hamflton, Victoria, till 1903, and was Minister emeritwa of the Church of
Victoria till 1904, when he severed his connection with that Church. applirs
to be reinstated as Minister emerifre The circumstances in which Mr. Lee
makes his application arc the following. \When he was inducted. more than
30 years ago, it was to a very difficult and expensive charge, and not being
able to join the Beneficiary Funds of the Victorian Church, for the sake of
his family he joined the Widows and Orphans’ Fund. Hence it happened
that when, at the age of 77, he resigned his charge through inability to do
the travelling the work made necessary, he had no claim on the Aged and
Infirm Ministers’ Fund. He had, however, bought a small piece of ground.
and hoped, with the help of his family to make a living by dairying.  But
his daughter, on whom almost ¢ntirely he depended for help, became ill with
chronic weakness, and he was threatened with the loss of his land. In the
circumstances, he was advised to make application for the return of half his
payments into the Widows and Crphans’ Fund.  According to the rules of
this Fund, such an application cannot be granted unless the applicant ‘“‘ceases
to be a Minister of the Church.”” Though extremely unwilling, Mr, Lee felt
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compelled to make the application, conforming to the rule, and he severed
his connection with the Fund and ceased to he a Minister of the Church. Mr.
Lee is now over 80 vears of age, and if reinstated would not expect to be
employed in the service of the Church or to receive any financial benefit. But
(ie earnestly desires to end his days as a Minister of that Church to which he
has given more than 30 years of his life’s work, and he petitions accordingly.

The Rev. Charles Taylor, formerly a Congregational Minister, makes
application to be received as a Minister of the Presbyterian Church.  Mr,
Taylor’s petition is sent through the Preshytery of Perth, Western Australia,
and sets forth thc petitioner’s previous history, his literary and theological
training, and his reasons for desiring admission into the DPresbyterian
Church. The transmitting Presbytery strongly recommend that his petition
be granted, as also does the “ Moderator’'s Committee *’ of the General As-
sembly of Western Australin. There are also statements by the Session and
Board of Management of Subiaco, in the Perth Presbyterv, where Mr. Tay-
lor has been working for more than a year, bearing testimony to the great
success of Mr, Taylor's ministry in their congregation, and expressing their
earnest desire that his petition should be granted.

The Rev. Walter A. Hobson, formerly a Congregational Minister, sends
a petition through the Presbytery of Toowoomba, Queensland, praying to be
received as a Minister of this Church. 1In his petition Mr. Hobson sects forth
his previous history, his literary and theological training, his mimisterial ex-
perience, and his reasons for wishing to join the Presbyterion Church. Te
also submits documents bearing testimony to the regard in which he is held
by those who know him.

The Presbytery of Brishbane, Qucensland, Church, transmit a petition
from the Rev. Charles Edward James, formerly a Minister of the Methodist
Church, asking to be received into the ministry of the Preshyterian Church
of Australia. Mr. James’s petition contains a statement as to his previous
history, and gives his reasons for his desire to become a Minister of the
Presbwterian Church. He also in his petition and in a letter scnt to the
Committee at the request of the Convener, gives an account of his literary
and theological training, and he submits a large number of documents bear-
1ng testimony to his work in the Ministry of the Methodist Church. The
Presbytery of Brisbane send the petition with a strong recommendation that
its prayer be granted.

. The attention of your Committee has been called to the following resolu-
tion of the Colonial Committee of the Church of Scotlapd, and we bring it
before the Assembly, as it may be necessary to modify some of the rules for
the admission of Mimisters :—

““ That in future no commission other than a special one be granted by
the Committee, unless the Minister has been appointed directly to a charge
by the Committce, or has heen selected and sent out by them at the request
of one of the Colonial Churches.”

In a letter accompanying their resofution, the Convener of the Committee
sadys:— The Committee feel that a Presbvterial certificate cught to he a
sufficient guarantee of character and ministerial efficiency, and should cer-
tainly be preferable to onc granted by them, as the Presbyteries are more
likely to have fuller information.  This resolution has been come to with a
view to safeguard the interests of the Colonial Churches, as well as of the
Colonial Committee,”’

ALEXANDER SKENE, M.A., Convener.

Wo

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON THE FEDERATION OF
PROTESTANT CHURCHES.

NEW SOUTH WALES,

It was resolved at the last Assembly that the members of the Committee
in each State should act as local executives for carrving on negotiations with
the Churches of the State.  \With this authority, the New South Wales mem-
bers approached the representatives of the Congregational Churches and the
Methodist Churches, and meetings were held of the joint committees, with
large attendances, Up to this point, the Presbyterian Church had held con-
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ferences with the Congregational and Methodist Churches, but these two had
not previously met together. Consequently, much of the work had to be done
over again. In the first instance, three sub-committees were appointed—
{1) to draw up a scheme for the united training of students for the ministry;
(2) to devise a system of polity; and (3) to elaborate a doctrinal basis.
These sub-committees have met and made considerable progress in their re-
spective departments, but none of them is yet in a position to present a report
to lay before this Assembly. So far as the united training of students is con-
cerned, it does not appear that there is any insuperable difficulty to prevent
amalgamanon of the Theological Halls at an early date. The same subjects
are taught in each, and all that would be needed is a modification of the exist-
ing arrangements "of the classes, and the tjmes at which they meet. The
Sub-committee on Polity has come to a general agreement on the courts of
the Church and the conditions of membership, and is now considering the
tenure of the ministerial ofice, and the method of appointing ministers to
congregations. The Sub-committee on Doctrine has made the least pro-
gress, owing to the absence from the State of some of its members, and
other causes. It appears that the elaboration of a basis of union is a pro-
cess that will demand a considerable time, but so much unanimity and good
feeling has alrecady been displaved that the Committee is hopeful that if thev
are re-appointed thev may be in a position to present a report for the con-
sideration of the next Assembly.

The Sub-Committee in Victoria pursued a similar course to that of the
Sub-Committee in New South Wales. It was laid upon the table of the Com-
mittec ten Articles of Belief as a portion of the proposed Basis of Doctrine.
This has not been considered by the Committee, and no opinicn has been ex-
pressed concerning it, until reports have been received from the sub-commit-
tees in the other States. It was agreed, however, to transmit the document
to the other sub-committees for their information.

An interesting communication has been received from the Anglican
Church. At a meeting of the Synod of the Piocese of Sydney, a Committee
was appointed to confer with other Churches in regard to all matters in which
ca-operation and federation might be possible.  This Committee has sug-
gested that a joint meeting should be held, and we have agreed, but the

conference has not yet been held.
T. E. CLOUSTON, D.D., Convener.

VI
REPORT OF FINANCE COMMITTEE, 1905.

Your Committee has pleasurc in submitting the Audited Balance Sheets
and the Report as follows :—

With regard to the General Assembly Expenses Fund Account, all the
State Churches have made the payments 1n accordance with the asscssment,
and, after discharging the expenses of the last Assembly Meceting, a balance
of £105 #s 5d rcmains on hand. It should be noted that care will require
to be exercised in the working of this account, otherwise it may be necessary
t(ﬁlmcrease the amount of the assessment, and this would bé most undesir-
able.

In accordance with the instruction given at last meceting of the Assembiv
the Church Hymnary Royvalty has been received by vour Committee direct
from the Trustces up to the 31st March, 1905. The total amount received
since last meeting of Assembly being £195 10s; the present balance in hand
including interest to 31st December, 1904, is £618 7s 5d. iSmount of
travelling expenses paid in connection with the Assembly held ¥ vdney in
1903 was £159 19s gd.

3

t ants paid
to the representatives of the various States, Assembly officials and™s&nveners
showing a total of £201 15s 9d.
Your Committee recommends that the expenses for this Assembly be paid
on the same lines and in the same proportion as for last Assembly, namely :
—* That members attending the General Assembly in September, 1905, have
the following percentages of their travelling expenses (calculated upon the
basis of second-class railway return fares) paid hy the Church, viz. :—(a)
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those paying less than £1, nothing; th) those paving from £1 to £4, to re-
ceive half; (c) those paying from £4 upwards, to receive three-guarters,
provided that no one in class (b) shall pay less than £#1 himself, and no one
in class {¢) less than £2.”

It is further recommended that instruction be given to assess the State
Assemblies for the General Assembly’s expenses on the same lines as for-
merly, to wit, New South Wales £40, Victoria £40, Queensland, South Aus-
tralia, and Tasmania, each £13 6s 8d, and Western Australia £10 per annuin.

Your Committee would also ask directions regarding the sum of £55,
which has been received from the Treasurer of the Presbyterian Church in
England for bush work in Australia, the amount at present being held in sus-
pense.

A sum of £R 4s 3d stands at credit of the Home Mission Committec’s
Account, and it is recommended that this be retained on hand as against
Convener's expenses.

A sum of £6 13s 3d is at credit of the Foreign Missions Account, and
your Committee recornmend that this sum should be transferred to the cred
of Travelling Expenses Account, as part payment of the sum »f £1F 31s 10l
paid on account of the travelling expenses of the members of the Foreign
Missions Committee.

On hehalf of the Committee,
JOHN H. GOODLET, Chairman.

VII.

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE RECORD.

Your Committee beg to report that the circulation of the Record has
slightly increased since the last meeting of the General Assembly, the total
number of copies sent out in 1903 having been 8934, while in 1905 the numbet
is 9834, an increase of 900 copies,

It 18, however, disappointing to find that the Zreord, which is intended
for the young people of the Commonwealth, does not circulate cutside Vic-
toria as it ought to do, as may be seen from the table below. In New South
\Wales, for instance, the number taken is only 1248, as against 6564 circulat-
ing in Victoria. Of course, in those States which have a smaller Presbhyter-
1an population, we cannot expect to have anything like the total circulation in
Victoria. But there 1s room for improvement everywhere, and it would be of ad-
vantage to the progress of our enterprise if Ministers of Churches and Superin-
tendents of Sabbath Schools would heartily recommend the Zecord to their con-
gregations and scholars, with a view to its reaching a wider circle of readers.
There are many who do so already, and we are grateful for their kindly co-
operation ; but much more might be done in this direction.

We try to make the magazine as informing and as attractive as possible,
and that many of our people, old and young, welcome its appearance month
by month we are well assured.

We trust that by its help the young people of our Sabbath Schools have
been stirred up to greater interest in Missions, and that it has had an educa-
tive influence on our scholars, giving them a wider horizon than otherwise
they would have.

We append below for the benefit of the Assembly a table showing the
circulation in the various States of the Commonwealth and in New Zealand,
and the increases and decreases in each case:—

1903, 180h, Increase. Decrease.
Queensland . 8 .o 426 534 108 -
New South Wales .. 1002 1248 246 -
Victoria .. .. 1. .. 6190 6564 374 -
South Australia .. .. .. 442 465 23 -
Tasmania ac 8 .. 183 282 99 -
Western Australia .. .. 274 400 126 -
New Zealand .. . ..o 417 341 - 76

8934 9834 976 76




104

The publishers have done their part of the work well and deserve to be
supported in their efforts to provide a really good Missionary Magazine for
our young people, with excellent up-to-date illustrations. Any suggestions
as to farther improvement which the members of the Assembly may make
will be duly considered and, if practicable, carried out by the publishers and

the editor.
W, 8. ROIL.ILAND, Convener,

VIIL

REPORT OF THE YEAR BOOK COMMITTEE.

The Committee beg to report that there was no issue of the Year Book
for 1905. The following letter from thc publishers furnishes the explana-
tion : —

20 McKillop Street, Melbourne,
‘¢ 3rd August, 1905,

“ Rev, James Jackson, Geelong.

‘“ Reverend and Dear Sir,—In reference to your inquiry as to the Year
Book of Presbyterian Church of Australia, we beg to inform you that of the
issue of 1903 only 2700 copies were sold, and the total sales of the last issue,
1904, show that only 1660 copics were taken up. In the face of this, we
could not ask, or get even if we did ask, any of the advertisers to continue
at the rates we were obliged to charge. And as there was a loss on the
sales of the book, and we could not get anything in the way of a guarantee
that an mtreaseni number would be taken, we were reluctantly obliged to
abandon the publication of an issue for 1905.

‘“We are,
“Yours faithfully,

“ARBUCKLE, WADDELL & FAWCKXNER,
“TPer C.R.T.”

That there is need for such a book no onc who is really interested in the
work of the Church questions. The publishers, however, cannot be expect-
ed to incur financial loss year after year in providing the publication, how-
ever useful it may be to the Church. The apathy shown 1n many quarters
has now definitely decided them not to continue, and unless the Church is
able, say, through the State Assemblies, to guarantee a paying circulation,
nothing turther can be done.

Messrs. Arbuckle, Waddell and Fawckner are entitled to the best thanks
of the Assembly for the service they have renderd the Church in the past.

JAMES JACKSON, Convener.

G

REPORT OF MODERATOR &% VISITATION OF STATES IN THE
COMMONWEALTH.

As requested by Jast meeting of the General Assembly, 1 devoted seven
months to the work thus indicated, in the States of Tasmania, South Aus-
tralia, and Western Australia, in the order named. I had also arranged to
dcvotc three or four months from RAlay last to a visitation of Qucensland
but was prevented from carrying out this intention by an expressed opinion
of the authorities of the Church there to the effect that, under existing cir-
cumstances, my visit, much as they desired it, would pot be attended with
such benefit as mlght be cxpected under more ‘favourable conditions. The
negotiations were concluded with a request that the visit should be postponed
to the following vear, and | promised that, in the event of my successor being
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unable to undertake the work, I would be prepared to act as his substitute,
should the Assembly approve of such an arrangement.

It gives me special pleasure to say that in the States visited, the courtesy
and kindness of my brethren in the Ministry, as also of the office-bearers
and members, left nothing to be desired. No efforts were spared in making
such arrangements for my work as would be calculated to be agreeable to
me and beneficial to the Church. T was strongly impressed with the con-
viction that the appearance of the Mnderator at not only the centres of popu-
lation, but also and specially at the remote settlements, is calculated in a high
degree to enable our people to realise the unity and influence of our Church,
to strengthen their devotion to her teaching and organisation, and increase
their courage under the difficulties which in many instances they have to
face. My hope and expectation, thercfore, are that the General Assembly
will see i1ts way to making such arrangements as will enable the representa-
tive in chief of the Church’s pastoral oneness and devotedness to her mem-
bers, old and voung, to visit by arrangement all the States comprised in the
Commonwealth, specially those most urgently in need of her sympatbhy and
assistance.

1 cordiaily take this opportunity of recording my appreciation of the
generosity of the authorities in West Australia in granting me, at the in-
stance of the Moderator of our Church there, a free pass over all the rail-
ways of the State, and their thoughtful attention to my comfort when travel-
ling by night trains, and make this acknowledgement the more heartily that
this was the only State that manifested such appreciation of the purpose of
my visit, and thus furnished an example which the authorities in other States
would do well to follow.

It will, T hope, not be regarded as intrusive to add a few observations on
the religious needs of the States visited, and offer some suggestions as to
ways and means by which these needs might be overtaken.

The difficulties to be met are much the same in all of them ; namely: the
creation of new settlements; migration from the older settlements; the tend-
ency to abandon Christian efforts in the old ones; the apparent impossibility
of supplying it effectively in the new ones; and the lack of a suitable, adapt-
able, and abiding agency.

The last of these is undoubtedly the one that ought most zarnestly to
engage the practical attention of the Church. In the States where these
difficulties arc most felt and appear most formidable, efforts are being made
to overcome them.  Tasmania is endeavouring to maintain and increase the
supply of religious ordinances to the somewhat isolated but important min-
ing communities in the south-west portion of that island, as also on the
north-eastern side, where farming and shipping industries are making steady
progress. The Asscmbly of South Australia has set apart one of its minis-
ters as Organising Agent, whose salary for a period of three years has been
subscribed by members of the Church in all parts of the State; while the
Assembly of West Australia has appointed one of its ministers to make his
headquarters at Geraldton, and visit all the numerous mining and other
settlecments situate bevond it.

These actions are encouraging, but they are yet inadeguate to meet the
necessity.  Sooner or later the Church of all Australia will have to consider
in what way, whether by appointing special agents or otherwise, she can best
arrange to bring the message of God’s mercy within the hearing of all who
look to her to meet their spiritual needs.

And the sooner it is done the better.

D. BRUCE, Moderator.

X.

REPORT OF THE JUDICIAT. COMMISSION OF THE GENERAL
ASSEMBLY OF AUSTRALTA.

The Judicial Commission has to report with a feeling of becoming thank-
fulness that since last meeting of Assembly no case demanding action has
occurred.

[t has, however, been deemed expedient to officially inform the General
Assembly that one of the Church’s clergymen, the Rev. James Leask, M.A,,
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resigned his status as a minister of the Presbyterian Church of Australiz,
and has entered the service of the Church of England, in the capacity of a
lay agent. On receipt of his letter of resignation, the Moderator gave notice
of the fact to the Chief Clerk of the General Assembly, and also to the
Church Office in Victoria, with the request that the Presbytery in that State
by which Mr. Leask was last received, might be informed of his resignation.

Acting on the advice of the Commission, he further communicated the
facts of the case to the Right Reverend Principal Rainy, Moderator of the
United Free Church of Scotland, to which Church Mr. Leask was subject
when commissioned for service in Australia.

D. BRUCE, D.D., Convener.

N

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC QUESTIONS, 1905.

Your Committee have to report that the earliest opportunity was taken
to consider arrangements best adapted for celebrating the four-hundredth
anniversary of the birth of John Knox. It was agreed (a) that the General
Assembly of Australia, appointed to meet at Melbourne in September, 1905,
should devote the Frid’ay evening of its session to the observance of the im-
portant ceremony; (b) to request the Public Questions Committee in Victoria
to make ali necessary arrangements for the due observance of this function;
and (c} that, as it regards the other States in the Commonwealth, it be left
to the respective Assemblies to make such arrangements as might be most-
sultable. These recommendations were conveyed to the authorities interest-
ed, and have been cordially received and acted on. The reports from the
States show that the name and the work of the great Reformer have been
recognised withe a becoming enthusiasm. It now remains for the Supreme
Assembly to finish the ovation in a way worthy of itself and of the occasion.

Your Committee thankfully acknowledge the kindness of the Victorian
Committee in making the best arrangements in their power for this event.

The threatened deportation from Queensland of Kanakas who, during
their time of service, have bcen married to women of British birth and have
families, and also others of them who have acquired property, without allow-
ing compensation, and in disregard also of the fact that they are Christians,
has engaged the attention of your Committee. Communications were had
with the late Premier of the Commonwealth, who quite recognised the injus-
tice of the position, and the Victorian Committee on Public Questions has
been asked to interview the present Premier on this humane and important
matter.

Your Committee have satisfaction in recording that the Divorce Bill
which they were instructed to watch and to oppose has been withdrawn., But
they wish to cxpress a decided apinion that, although the effort made by Mr.
Dobson’s Bill to introduce uniformity was defective by making the easiest
divorce the standard for all, yet the law should, as soon as passible, be made
uniform, if possible, by the adoption of the least lax of the divorce laws pre-
vailing in the States of thc Commonwealth.

In the name of the Committee,

D. BRUCE, D.D., Convener.

XII.
STATISTICAL REPORT FOR THE YEAR 1904.

The schedule of guestions approved and recommended for adoption by
the last General Assembly has becn used by Victoria, New South Wales,
Queensland, and, with slight alterations, by South Australia. The Tasman-
ian and West Australian schedules were not so full, and as the statistical re-
port of South Australia does not give all the schedule gquestions, full infor-
mation concerning these Churches is lacking. Unless the Conveners of the
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Statistical Committees of the State Churches furnish complete and full re-
turns, this Committee cannot hope to gauge the general progress of our
Church in the Commonwealth., We recognise that some years must clapse
before our ministers generally can be educated as to the importance of sup-
plying all the information the schedule demands. [In the meantime our re-
ports must necessarily be somewhat defective.  If the adopted schedule 1s
regularly sent out year by vear, we feel confident that ministers knowing
:i\'ha:t bs expected will take care to systematically tabulate the information
esired.

The Assembly will understand that this Committee is not responsible for
the figures supplied by the Conveners of the Committees of the State
Churches. All we can do is to take the tables as furnished. In the case
of Tasmania, where five charges sent in no retwrns, we have endeavoured to
supply the blanks with figures for the year 1903. In the case of Queensland,
where it seems there were four defaulting congregations, we have been un-
able to do this, nor with West Australia, where a like number of congrega-
tions sent in no returns.

At the last census, 1901, the Presbyterian population of the Commonwealth

was 426,105; at the end of 1902 it was estimated at 439,030.

percentage increase of Presbyterians in the several
should now be :—

Allowing for a

Victoria . 192,931
New South Waies 142,640
Queensland 60,237
South Australia 18,829
West Australia 19,343
Tasmania 12,039

Total 446,039

States, our population

Owing to incomplete and defective returns, it is impossible to form any
idea as to how many of these Presbyterians are reached by our Church organ-
isations, The guestion in the schedule which attempted to elicit this infor-
mation has not received full attention. In New South Wales, for instance,
we find that there are 70,399 individuvals known to ministers as Preshyterians
out of an estimated number of at least 142,640. In Victoria, where there are
about 192,931 Presbyterians, the returns account for 112,546, The Queens-
land returns account for 7,416 out of a Presbyterian population of about
60,237. South Australia, West Australia. and Tasmania have made no at-
tempt to cnumerate the Presbyterian population.

Ministers—Victoria: Professors, 2. Scholastic Principal, 1. New South
Walcs : Professors, 2; Scholastic Principal, 1; Commissioner, 1.

Ministers in settled charges, 389—Victoria, 184 ; New South Wales, 134;
Oueensland, 29 South Australia, 13: West Australia, 11; Tasmania, 11.
Ministers emeriti, 40—Victoria, 23; N. S. Wales, 15; Queensland, 1; Tasmania,
I. There are in addition 32 Ministers without charges, and 14 in Mission Sta-
tions in Victoria and in New South Wales, 18 who are doing supply work or
are in Mission Charges. The Victorian Church cmploys 66 Home Mission-
aries and 11 Students, and the New South Wales Church 35 Students and
Catechists, Tasmania 10 Home Missionaries., South Australia 5§ Home Mission
Agents, Queensland 9 Home Mission Agents and 2 Ministers in Mission Sta-
tions, West Australia 6 Home Missionaries.

CHURCH BUILDINGS.

zhool an -ho i
5 . 5 Manse. M&r:\s:.“ dabigg, A)log;ted.

Victoria ... ) 271 | 485 £102,422 £304,472 83,556 —
New South Wales .| 179 | 349 48,894 180,156 54,315 56379
Queensland i .| 47 69 13,684 46,084 11,341 2196
South Aunatralia ... . 21 25 N —_ 5,558 —
Weat Australia ... . 19 - 15,693 — - —
Tasmania ... .| 24 69 5,317 — -

581 — £193,762 — I — —

* Including Mission Stationa, t Last Report.
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The number of Charges and Mission Stations was given as 539 in 1902,
Increase, 22. Additions—Victoria, 17; New South Wales, 9; South Australia,
1. Loss—Queensland, 5.

DEBT.—The South Australian tables gave no return. Assuming their
debt to be the same as in 1902, we find the total is £3,458 less. Victoria and
New South Wales have reduced their debts by £3,916 and .£4,941 respectively.
WWest Australia has added £4,788 and (Queensiand £1,211.

ORGANISATION.
g é")‘ Fellowship. E?l?ij::i;lrr,
E % | 83 3

TSR - A FTEE PR IR

¢ | BE| E 15585 |25 (2] £ |2 2

- ] i <32 23 =5 = g & g

= | - 55 23 > 8 = '] =

= aA =) n& 3] Ha z = . =
Vietoria . . B12 4226 | 233 | 493 232! 119 (117 | 2655 | 64 r’(.'tll‘
New South W’ales - £95 | 2281 103 980 155 50 | 59 | 1672 | 38 il
Queensland ... | 236 484 | — — — — b - 107 | — [ 1183

South Australig 811 192 32| — — — —_ — — —_
West Australia 36% 120 | — — — — | — 109 | — 198

Tasmania . . 63 — - — — — | — - —

1923 — — — — ==l = _ —

“ Last Return,

Elders : An increase of 67. Victoria adds 16; New South ales, 36;
(Queensiand, Loss—S8outh Australia, 11.

RELIGIOUS ORDINANCES.

¥ | ; 25| 4 3
$E ¢e 48l = g g
&3 XA z=| & | 2 a
v lctorm 906 | 39,029 | 2284 71,042 2605* 1414 | 1501
New South Wales 1057 | 23,577 | 3874 34,509 | 1605 © 2859 | 188 343
Queensland . I § 1) 4,741 945 8,294 357 728 148 158
South Australia ... 371 2,362 | 324 1,957 84 58 52 84
West Australia ... 50t k124 236
Tasmanis ... 69 4,078 || :
s - I
2309 121,004 | |
* Incomnplate. t Last Return,

The preaching centres include those places where occasional services are
held. The-total shows 268 such places more than last report. Increase:—
Victoria, 27; New South Wales, 150; Queensland, 86; South Australia, 1;
Tasmama, 4

ATTENDANCE.—These figures arc the addition of the average attendances
at the morning, evening, and afternoon services in Victoria ; of these services
and that at out-stations for New South Wales and South Austraha and of the
mormng and evening services in Queenshnd The West Austrahan return is

“average attendance for the year. For Tasmania it is the ‘‘estimated
number attending services."

BaprTIsSMS.—Tasmania furnishes no return.  The other returns are mani-
festly incomplete when they arc compared with the birth rates of the several
States. Assuming that the Prcsbytcrlan birth rate is very slightly lower than
the average (this inference is based upon the fact that Presbyterians in New
South Wales marry later than those belonging to other denominations, the
Congregationalists excepted), and allowing for a certain number of children
remaining unbaptised, our returns must be very far short of the actual num-
ber of children baptised.
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The same incompleteness is shown in the returns of deaths. We have no
reason for believing that Presbyterians enjoy a lower death rate than the rest
of the population, and our returns place the Presbyterian death rate at an
absurdly low figure in each State.

MARRIAGES.—1f any return should be accurate this might be expected to
be so. Fven if we allow for a certain number of marriages celebrated by
Ministers Emeriti, and a number performed by other ministers who are not
in charges, the dlscrepancy between the returns of the Government Statists
and our returns show the incompleteness and untrustworthiness of the latter.
The following figures give in the first place the number of marriages per-
formed in the various States accordinng to our schedules, and then the num-
ber celebrated by Presbyterian Ministers according to the Government official
returns :—

Victoria—1,344, 1,414; New South Wales—1,118, 1,398; Queensland—
198, 444; South Australia—52, 128; West Australta—no return, 187; Tas-
mania—no return, 185.

In Victoria, where, according to the 1901 census, the Presbyterian popu-
latian is 16.2 of the whole population, 17.2 per cent, of the total marriages
were celebrated by Preshyterian Ministers.

In New South Wales, where the Preshyvterian population was 9.9 per cent.
of the marriages for last vear 13.4 were celebrated by our ministers. In this
State 700 marriages were celebrated at matrimonial agencies—i.e., 6.72 of the
total number of marriages.

In South Australia (Presbvterian population, 5.2} 5.05 per cent. of the
marriages were celebrated by Presbyterian Ministers.

(Queensiand (Presbyterian population, 11.7), Presbyterian marriages 14.4
per cent. of total.

Tasmania (Presbyterian population, 6.8), marriages 14.07 per cent.

West Australia (Presbyterian population, 8.2 per cent), marriages 8.9 per
cent of total.

CHURCH MEMBRERSHIP, &c,

. Atluigsions. N Hemovals,
8 e

33 | % § | 5| | g8 s | 3

2| 5 | 2| E|z2|sE| |32

S & Q [ [+ @ E o a <]
Victoria Lf 29,788 | 112,536 | 28,673 | 1371 | 1064 | 24y 70 | 4Bl 361
N. 8. Wales | tT024 1 70399 | 15,337 | 462 | 497 | 268 | 465 | 177 [ 406
Queensland S| 8,062 7,418 5,529 | 2RT 164 h2 | 133 48 | 215
South Australia ... 1.441 134 61
West Australia ... 992 33
Taamania ... - 1,493

51.468 | i

MEMBERS ON ROLLS.—Qur last report gave 49,310. An increase of 2,158
is thus recorded. Gain—Victoria. 1,435; New South Wales, 1,385. Loss—
Queensland, 247 ; South Australia, 182; West Australia, 10; Tasmania. 223.

l’erccntagt_ of members to general Presbyterian populatmn for 1901, and
to estimated Presbyterian population, 1904 :—

1901 1904
Victoria . .. 13.23 . 13.8
New South Wales .. s 10,52 . 10.7
Queensland - L .. 10.52 . DN
South Australia . .. 8.84 . 7.6
West Australia .. .. 6.81 A S
Tasmania o 14.91 12.4

The inaccuracy of the communion rolls of Victoria and New South Wales
is shown by the fact that when the gains are subtracted and losses added the
resultant figures differ widely from the number of members as reported in the
statistical renorts of these State Churches for 1903. We have not been able
to test the Qucensland figures.

o
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WELFARE OF YOUTH

Ne. of No, of Schoiars on Average Vols. in No.
Schocls, | Teachevs, Rolls. Attendance. { Library. attending
Bible Class.
Vlctorla . .| 607 4096 30,184 68,100 4040
New South Wales .| 316 2206 21,362 15,259 22,485 1461
Queensland .. 109 921 8,248 5,803 9,920 279
South Aunstralia ... 28 211 1,889 1,303 4,914 171
West Australia . 25 221 1,737 1,124 175
Tasmania ... o0d 46 202 2,021
1131 7857 74.441 I

ScHooLs.—Increase, 85. Gain—-Victoria, §2; New South Wales, ¢;
Queensland, 22; Tasmania, 4. Loss—South Australia, 3; West Australia, 1

TEACHERS.—Increase, 532. Gain—Victoria, 316; New South Wales, 110,
Queensland, 86; West Australia, 42, Loss—South Australia, 6; Tasmania,
16.

SCHOLARS.~—Decrease, 900.  Gain—New South Wales, 302; Tasmania,
18l Loss—Victoria, 824 ; Queensland, 386; South Australia, 193; West Aus-
tralia, 44.

In considering the decrease of the scholars of Victoria it is worthy of
note that the number of scholars enrolled at the Victorian State Schools in
1901-2 was 257,355, and in 1903-4 241,145.

FINANCIAL.

Revenue i 3 A g' .g 'E .

[ tiang ® ol £l

O pitposes, T [5| 3|3 . 25

E o = = 2 @ % EE

! E Ti%| £ | 35| 2 &g

Ordinary.| Specisl. 2 £ £ 2 5% = B

g % g |2 & | 82| 8 &3
Victoria .. 582.614*5515,343 £59,639 |£7994 |£757|£1114 |£6562 (£5599 [£116,440
New South Wales 46,566 | 12,861 40,019 — 712) 1244 | 1320 474 63,863
Queensland  ...| 14,176 | 1,740 8,609 | 1617 | —{ — | 1620 | 1869 18,219

South Australia | 4,827 - 3524 | — | — | = — — —
West Australia.. | 4,742t 3076 | — | —| — | 862| — 5,068
Tasmania - - - 3,495 | — — | — 327 | — 5,250

= — levsase !l — | —| — 1 — | — —

* Incomiplete. t Last Return,

Stipends show an increase of £2,067. Gain—Victoria, £86; New South
\Wales, £2,590; Queensiand, £222. Decrease—West Australia, £489; Tas-
m'lma, £342

Comparing the contributions of the different States, we find that in Vic-
toria .£4 7s. 3.7d. per member or 12s. 0.8d. per person was given through the
Church to Church or charitable objects; in New South Wales, £4 3s. 3.3d. per
member or 8s, 11.4d, per person; in Queensland, £3 5s. 10.84d. per member
or 6s. 0.5d. per person; in West Australia, £5 2s. 0.9d. per member or 5s.
2.8d. per person; in Tasmania, £3 10s. 2.35d. per member, or 8s. 8.6d. per
person.

The following is the average contribution per member to stipends:—
\uctorn, £3 45, 8.6d. ; New South Wales, £2 12s. 2.2d.; Queensland, .£1 11s.
5.6d. ; South Australla, £2 8s. 10.9d.; West Austraha £3 2s. 0. 19d Tas-
mania. £2 6s. 8,6d.

The Capital funds and funds on hand of the several Assemblies are com-
puted to be:—

Victoria .. nC .. £312,003
New South Wales .. .. 2 104,090
ueensland .. B .. 9,226
South Australia .. .. .. 13,934
Tasmania .. oc ac B 7,859

£447,112
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Your Committee recommends that the West Australian and Tasmanian
Churches adopt the prescribed schedule ; that the State Statistical Committees
use every diligence to procure returns from every charge and mission station ;
that the State Assemblies recommend all Ministers and Home Mijssionaries
and Catechists to keep a list of Preshyterians (including children) withia
the bounds of their Charges or Stations, and that Presbyvteries be instructed
to see that when a Charge becomes vacant, or a Mission Station has a change
of Missionary or Catechist, such a list, together with the baptismal and mar-
riage registers, be entrusted to the charge of the Moderator of the Charge
or Mission Station ; that Preshyteries inspect the baptismal registers and list
ot Presbytertans at the annual examination of Congregational Records.

HUME ROBERTSON.

AMEXNDMEXNTS OF DRAFT SCHEDULE TO BE FOUND IN BLUE BOOK OF GENERAL
ASSEMBLY OF AUSTRALIA, 1903.

UNDER CHURCH BUILDINGS, ETC.

Question 4.—After “rent,”’” add ‘ Sitting accommodation of buildings
{other than churches) used in Divine service.’’

UNDER RELIGIOUS QRDINANCES.

Question 1.—Instead of *‘Number of centres,” etc., put “Names of places
where services are held {a) statedly—1 2
AR P C B)s o lele s al el ela'e G8oovono . /S BESE o A8 00 B ; (b) occasionally
Question 4,—Average attendance at Sunday services:—(a}) Morning
.......... ; {(b) Afterncon..........; (c) Evening..........
Question 5.—Aggregate average at Week-day services.
Question 6,—Number of Baptisms.
Question 7.—Number of Marriages.
Question 8.~Number of Funerals.

UNDER CHURCH MEMBERSHIP,
(Question 5.—Instead of ‘ non-Members ** read ‘" non-Communicants.’”

UNDER WELFARE OF YOUTH.
Question 1.—Omit (a) ordinary, (b) Mission. Question to be simply
number of Sabbath Schools. . )
_ Question 2.—After ‘‘ Teachers’’ insert ‘“ and Officers,” insert new gques-
tion:—‘* How many scholars joined the Church during the past year?”’

UNDER FINANCIAL.

New question between 9 and 10 :—Amount given by school or schools for
. {a) Foreign Missions.......... ; (b) Other ohjects..........
Question 10.—Insert ‘‘ by Congregations.”

NOTES ON SCHEDULE.

RELIGIOUS ORDINANCES.

Question 1.—Names of places are to be given. * Statedly’” means
weekly, fortnightly, monthly, quarterly.

Question 4.—This question is to ascertain the average number of people
who attend each of these diets of worship on Sunday, e.g., forntightly ser-
vices are held at B.C.D., and weekly at A. If the average attendance at
fortnightly morning service at A 1s 60, and at D is 40, the answer to {a) would
be ©100.”” If the average attendance at fortnightly afternoon services at B
and C is 30 and 80 respectively, the answer to {b) is “110.” Weekly even-
ing service at A, if average attendance is 100, the answer to (c) is 100,
Where there are morning and evening services at the same place the average
number is to be given separately for each.

Baptisms.—Registers and certificate forms, which should be used, may
be obtained from the Assembly Hall, Collins Street, Melbourne. The General
Assembly of Australia has recommended Presbyteries to inspect Baptismal
Registers of Charges at the annual examination of Congregational Records.

Funerals, i.e., funerals whether of Presbyterians or others at which the
minister or assistant or lay deputy has officiated.

—
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CHURCH MEMBERSHIP.

According to resolution of the Australian Assembly, every Parish should
have a list of all Presbyterians, with name and birth ycar of all the children.
When the Minister or Missionary leaves, such a list will be of the greatest
value to the successor.

The General Asscmbly of Australia has recommended Presbyteries to
examine these lists at the annual Examination. "

Question 1.—A household i1s a house where one or more Presbyterians
1cside.  QQuestion 5—i{a) All ordinary adherents, and all in charge known as
Presbyterians, whether attending Church or not; (b) include ail children.
In question 1, (b) should equal totals of guestions 2 and 5.

WELFARE OF YOUTH.

UNION SABBATH SCHOOLS.—Do not enumerate these under guestion 1;
but in answer to question 2 include Presbyterian teachers, and under question
3 include Presbyterian scholars, in connection with such schools.

Question 6.—i.e, {a} Minister’s or {b) other Bible Class for religious in-
struction, which is not an integral part of Sabbath School.

FINANCE.

Figures to be taken from the last Annual Balance-Sheet.

Question 2, i.e.: Extra efforts for debt building, etc, Question 5 (b).—
Other objects, i.e., amounts given by Sabbath Schools to Home Missions,
Neglected Children’s Society, Hospitals, or any other charitable object ex-
clusive of Foreign Missions, this amount should be included in question 4.

Question 6.—Objects outside our Church, such as British and Foreign
Bible Society, Hospitals, etc.

Question 7.—Include 1, 2, 4, 6 and Assembly Schemes, Fellowship Col-
lections, P.W.M.U., contrihutions to C.E. or any other Society in connection
with your Church or Churches. We desire to ascertain tbe total amount
raised through the Church.

VI.
RETURNS.

(1.} RETURNS TO REMIT ON EXY 0FFICI0 MEMRERS OF ASSEMBLY.
From Preshyteries.

NEW SOUTH WALES.—Approve: Presbyteries of the Clarence, Goulburn,
Hunter, Sydney, Wagga Wagga, and Young.

Approve with the following amendment:—That the words ‘‘ being com-
municants "’ be added after Procurator, Law Agent, and Missions’ Agent,
Hawkeshury.

Disapprove : Hastings, Illawarra, Monaro,

VICTORIA.—Approve generally: Ballarag Beechworth, Geelong, Gipps-
lan, Mortlake, Goulburn Valley, Macedon, Penola, Maryborough.

Approve, except Missions Agent : Melbourne North.

Disapprove: Melbourne South.

(QUEENSLAND.—Approve generally: Brisbane.

Disapprove: Toowoomba, Rockhampton.

SouTH AUSTRALIA.—Approve with the following addition :—* Provided
always that these officers be Ministers, elders, or members of the Presbyter-
ian Church ’—Adelaide,

TASMANIA.—Approve : Hobart, Launceston.

Disapprove :

WESTERN AUSTRALIA.—Approve: Fremantle,
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From State Assemblies.

Approve: TASMANIA,
Disapprove : NEW SOUTH WALES,

SOUTH AUSTRALIA approves, with the following proviso :—* Provided
always that these officers be ministers, elders, or members of the Presbyter-
ian Church.”

{2.) RETURNS TO REMIT ON REGULATIONS FOR THE RECEPTION OF MINISTERS.
From Preshyteries,

NEw SoUTH WalrLEs.—Approve: Presbyteries of Clarence, Goulburn,
Hastings, lHawkesbury, Hunter, Illawarra, Monare, Sydney, and Wagga
Wagga.

VICTORIA.—Approve : Ballarat, Becchworth, Geelong, Gippsland, Goul-
hurn Valley, Macedon, Melbourne North, Mortlake, Penola, Maryborough.

Melbourne South.—Approve with the following amendment:—The addi-
tion of the words “‘ or a Presbytery "’ after the word ¢ Assemblies '’ in Sec-
tion A.

(QUEENSLAND.—Approve : Toowoomba,

SOUTH AUSTRALIA.—Approve: Adelaide, Onkaparinga.

TASMANIA.—Approve : Launceston,

No opinion: Hobart.

WESTERN AUSTRALIA.—The Presbytery of Fremantle states that:—({1)
The Presbytery had too little information to come to a decision on this mat-
ter; (2) The addition be approved of with the exception of the last clause,
which be omitted, viz., *“ on the completion of a probation of twelve months.”

From State Assemblies.

Approve: NEW SOUTH WALES, SOUTH AUSTRALIA, TASMANIA,

{3.) RETURNS TO REMIT ON PROCEDURE_IN DISCIPLINE. A }ff

From Prestyteries,

NEw SOUTH WALES.—Approve (with suggested amendments) : Presbytery
of the Hastings suggests:—

1. That the first four lines in paragraph 27 required remodelling, as at
present they were ambiguous and confusing.

2. That in paragraph 34 the word ¢ expulsion’ apparently taken from
the old rules, should be altered to ‘* deposition,’”” because in 33 ¢ expulsion >’
is not mentioned ; and

3. That in paragraph 36 ‘“suspension from office for «ine die, or any”
should read ¢ suspension from office sine die, or for.”

b

Presbytery of Illawarra suggests :—

Rule 12, line 4, add ‘‘ thereby ’’ after ‘“ accused is.”’
Rule 25, line 1, for ‘ members’ read ‘‘ communicants.”
Rule 27, line 2, insert ‘“ and if ' after ** charge.”’
Rule 28, lines 9 and 10, omit ‘‘ according to law.”
Rule 33, change {e) into (f), and (f) into {g), and insert as (e) the last
clause with sub-heading ‘' Expulsion *’; and in this clause after
““ State Assembly ” insert ““ or Presbytery.”
Rule 36, line 1, transpose to read, * sine die or for.”
Rule 38, line 2, read * only by the Presbytery or State Assembly which
pronounced the sentence or by the General.”
Preshytery of Young approves, with the exception of *‘ also if required,
to commit their views on such points to writing '’ ; also the words, * or to
commit to writing their views on points involved in the accusation.”
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Approve generally: Goulburn, Hawkesbury, Hunter, Monaro, Sydney,
Wagga Wagga.

VicTORIA.—Approve generally: Ballarat, Beechworth, Geelong, Gipps-
land, Macedon, Mortlake, Melbourne South, Penola, Maryborough.

QUEENSLAND.—Approve : Toowoomba.

SouTH ATUSTRALIA.—Approve generally: Onkaparinga.

TASMANIA.—Approve : Launceston.

No opinion : Hobart.

\WESTERN AUSTRALIA.—Approve: Fremantle.

From State Assemblies,

NEW SoUTH WALES, VICTORIA, QUEENSLAND, TASMANIA.—Approve.

SOUTH ACSTRALIA.—Approve, provided the last two sentences in Rule 28
—(*“if a witness is, by reason of distance, or other sufficicnt cause, unable
personally to attend, his statutory declaration according to law may he re-
ceived in evidence. The Court conducting the investigation decides what
distance or other cause is sufficient to render evidence of this nature admis-
sible ’)—bhe struck out.

JAMES S. LAING, D.D., Senior Clerk.

(4.) RETURN TO REMIT ON REVISED SCHEME FOR THE TRAINING OF HOME
MISSION AGENTS.

At Sydney, and within St. Stephen’s Church, Phillip Street, on Tuesday,
the sixteenth day of May, one thousand nine hundred and five years, which
day the State Assembly of New South Wales being met and duly constituted,

Inter alfin: The Assembly proceeded to consider the Revised Scheme for
the Training of Home Mission Agents remitted by the General Assembly of
Australia. The scheme was amended, adopted and ordered to be transmitted
to the General Assembly of Australia, as follows :—

1. Thot the Agents who are to he admitted to this epecial course of training be men who ave over
twenty-three (23) years of age, approved of as to nttaimments, gifts and Christian consistency by the State
Assembly having proper jurisdiction, and accepted by the General Asserbly of Australia.

2. That such accepted Agents yhall devote th Ives to & preliminary course af four years’ training,
from the date of their acceptance by the General Assembly, and shgll within that period pass (@) the
Matriculation Examination of a recognised University, or (d) the Senior Public Examinalion in connection
with the University of Sydney, or {¢) where the University has no accessible Matriculation Centre, a special
Examination, held on the Matricalation paper sct by the IIniversity and examined by the College Com-
mittee wwniilm to the same percentage applied by the University ; and thereafter shall also within the
same period attend and pass at least four University Classes approved of by the General Assembly’
College Commiittee, or pursue lhe course of study and exawmination prescrined by the University under
direction of the General Assenbly’s College Conmnittee,

%, That during the course special attention shall be given to the contents of the Eaglish Bibie,
Fnglish Tanguage and Literature, Logic, Mentat and Moral Philosophy, History and Political Economy.

4. That those who pass the course shall be eligible as Candidates for entrance to one ot the Theological
Halls of the Church, and shall be examined on all the subjects of the ¥yllabus save Latin, Creek, anl
1lebrew.

5. That during the recess of the Hall the Agents ahall, as far as  possible, be provided with work in
their own State.

8. That alter finishing their Hull course and passing Lhe Exit Examination they shall serve in the,
State in which their preliniinary training was given tor & period of at least four years,

7. That, where any dispntc shall arise as to the States named in clauses 5and €, it shall be determined
by the Home Mission Commiltee of the General Assembly of Ausiralia.

Extracted from the Records of the State Assembly of New South Wales,

by me.
: JAMES S. LAING, D.D.,
| Clerk of Assembly.

(3.) RETURN 7O REMIT ON RECOMMENDATION ¢ REV. F. H. L. PATON,

From the State Assembly of Victorie.

Assembly Hall, Collins Strect, November 10th, 1903.

The State Assembly of Victoria met by appointment at 10.30 a.m., and
was duly constituted.
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Inter wlin: The recommendation from the General Assembly of Australia rcla-
tive to the Rev. F. H. L. Paton was submitted by the Convcner of the Busi-
ness Committee, who moved: ¢ That the Recommendation be received, and
a seat in the Presbytery within which he resides be given to Mr. Paton.’’
The motion was seconded by the Rev. A. Hardie, and approved.

Extracted from the Minutes of the General Assembly by

GEORGE TAIT, Clerk.
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GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF AUSTRALIA EXPENSES IFUND ACCOUNT.

Dx. 315t JULY, 19C5. Cr.
DISBURSEMENTS. £ s d EECEIPTS. £ 8 d,
Meeting in Sydney, September 1803. By Balance, July 31st, 1903 . 23 11 1
To Church Officer . ..E2 2 0 ,» Proportion of hxpenses from—
,» Hire of Tables .1 5 9 Vietorian Church, 1903 and 1904 ... £80 0 0
,»» Altering Pews in Church, Barrlers, &c L 7 6 New South \’Vu.les Chureh, 1903 and 1904 80 O 0
,» Hire Carriage (Moderator) .1 589 Sonth Australian Church, 1903 and 1904 26 13 4
. Stationery, &c. .. 211 6 Gueensiand Church, 1903 and 1904 ... 26 13 4
,,» Advertising Hevald, £217s. ; Telegraph,£219s. 5 16 0 West Austzalian Church, 1903and 1904 20 0 0
o s Presbyterian, 123, Hatc.’amn 3s.6d, 015 6 Tasmanian Church, 1903 and 1804 ... 26 13 4
o o Christiax World, 7s. 6d. btar. 6s.9d. 014 3 — 20 0 0
1516 9 y» Collection taken at Meeting in Sydney, September, 1903 319 3
+» Hrpenses Bditing Year Book, 1904— » Donation, per Rev, F. Stubbs 1R I
Rev, James Jackson .. 210 0 »» Interest on Credit Balances ta December 3lst, 1804 1 m Ny
.» Printing Examination Pe.pers. per Rev. Dr. Melk‘le;o]m 516 6
o »  in Sydney 115 0
- o Sta.ndmg Orders, &c. (Rae Bros.)... 514 0
,» Pustages in Melbourne, per Mr. A, L. Pryde 614 8
,» Printing Blue Book (8. E, Lees} ... 8 17 6 —
,» Printing 10 11 0 —
,» Postages and erlghts—Blue Book (5 E. Lees) 1 gl
.» Printing and St»atmnery 315
,» Lelegrams . & 7
,»» Postages . 14 811
© Postages, per Clerk - 110 @
,» Cablegram to Assembly—%out.h Africa 1 4 9
- 0 to Rev. Dr. Ram_x,, Edinburgh . 116 0
.» Engrossing Address to Lord Tennyson 2 20
X ,s to Lord Northcote 2 20
,» Cases 'for Addresses . 4 4 90
,, Honorarium Clerk L £30 0 0
" " Assistant Clerk . 200 0
—_ 50 0 0
,» Balance... 105 8 5
£206 1 11 £206 111
By Balance £105 8 &

Examined and found correct.
CHAS. E LITTLE, F.8.LA.,
Sydney, 3rd August, 1905. Otficial Auditor Preshyterian Church of New Soutlh Wales.



GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF AUSTRALIA,

TRAVELLING EXPENSES ACCOUNT.

Dr. 31sT JuLy, 1905. Cr.
DISBURSEMENTS. £ 8 4 RECEIPTS. £ s d
To Paid Travelling Expenses to Meeting in By Transfer from Assembly of Australia Expenses Account,

Sydney, September, 1803 — - as per Instructions of Goneral Assembly... 41 i6 0
Ex-Moderator (Rev. Dr. Hay) £6 12 0 ,» Amount received from Church Hymnary Royﬂlty Afe.... 15919 9
Clerk (Rev, Dr. Laing) ... 018 0
Junior Clerk (Rev. G. Tait) 3 0 0
Victorian Representatives.. 80 11 7
New South Wales Representatu ey 14 2 5 o
Queensland Representatives 2017 9
Tasmanian Representatives . .. 23 8 2
West Australian Representatives .. 35 4 0

—— 184 13 11
»» Paid Travelling Expenses to Meeting in Melbourne, Sep-
tember, 1902 (short paid in 1902)—
Tasmanian Representative... . 110 ¢
. Paid Convener Foreign Missions Commlttee, Rev. Alex-
ander Stewart ... . 5 510 =
,» Paid Expenses toCommlttee in Melboume March 1904 210 ¢ -
s 1o Eapenses to Committees in Sydney, Septembor, 1904 716 0
£201 15 ¢ £201 15 9

CHURCI—I HYMNARY ROYALTY ACCOUNT-—-PRESBYTERIAN

CHURCH OF

Dk. AUSTRALIA. Cr.
£ s d. £ s . d.
To Amount paid for Trmelllng bxpenses, as per separate By Balance, July 3lst, 1903 .. 548 4 1
account .. 15919 9 »» Royalties received from Trustees m Edm-
,» Balance in hand 618 7 5 burgh, to March 31st, 1904 £91 17 6
Ditto, to March 31st, 1905 .. 103 12 6
— 19510 0O
»» Interest to December 31st, 1904 3113 1
£778 7 2 £778 7 2
By Balance ... L X618 7 08

Examined and found correct.

CHAS. E. LITTLE, F.S8.L.A.,

Ryduey, 3 d Adagnst, 1905,

Official Auditor Presbyterian Church of New South Wales.
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MISSION WORK IN BUSH OF AUSTRALIA ACCOUNT.

Dr. 31st JULY, 1905, Cr.
DISBURSEMENTS. £ s d £ s d RECEIPTS, £ 9 d £ s d
To Payments per Instructions of (reneral As- By Amounts reccived from Presbyterian Church
sembly of Australia— of England—
To Presbyterian Church in Queensland 10 0 0 in hand, July 31, 1903 ... 20 0 0
" ) ,» West Australia 10 0 0 Received March 31, 1904 ... 30 0 0
20 o 0 s March 31, 1905 ... 25 0 &
»» Bulanoe in hand 55 17 & 55 0 0
,» Interest to December 31, 1944 017 5
£75 175 £7517 &
,» Balance in haml £65 17 5
pe. GENERAL ASSI:.M BLY Ol* AUS'I RALIA HOME MISSION ACCOU NT. Cx.
£ 8 d £ s d
To Balance in hand ... 8 4 3 By Proportion of Collection taken at Meeting of Assembly
on Home and Foreign Missions nght, September, 1903 6 8§ 1
1» Donation per Mr. J. M. Campbe 110 0
,» Interest to December 31, 1904 0 6 2
£8 4 3 £8 4 3
,» Balance * £8 4 3
. GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF AUSTRALIA FOREIGN MISSIONS ACCOUNT.
£ s d. hd £ s d
To Balance 613 3 By Proportien of Collection taken at Meeting of Assembly
on Home and Foreign Missions Night, Sept.ember, 1903 6 8 2
,» Interest to December 31, 1804 0 5 1
£6 13 3 £6 13 3
»» DBulance

£6 13 3

Examined and found correcs.
CHAS. E. LITTLE, F.8.1A.,
Oftticial Auditor Presbyterian Church of New South Wales,

Sydney, 3vd August, 1905.
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