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Rrev, . LavreNcg Rentovwn, DD,

Professor of Church History amnd Systematic Theology—Rev. 1Davip 8Tow Apaw,
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Presbptertan @huech of Australia,

. MINUTES

OF TH

PROCEEDINGS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF AUSTRALIA.

SESSTON EIGHT

At Sydusy, and within St. Stephen’s Church, Philip Street, on Wednesday,
the 28th day of September, 1810, at 7 p.m.

1. THE GENERAL AsskMBLY of the Presbyterian Church of Australin opening.

convened. Public worship was conducted by the Right Reverend the
Retiring Moderator (Mv. John Ferguson), who preached from Aets 1v. : 31.
After seymon, the Assembly was constituted with prayer by the Moderator.

2, Tsue RoLr of Assembly was submitted by the Clerk and approved as Rolt.
follows ;—

NEW SOUTH WALES.
EvkcTEn BY PRESBYTERIES,

PRESBYTERY OF BATHURST.

Rev. W _ H. Ash Mr. James Simmnons
W._ G. Sharpe, B.A Charles Stewart
T. D. Evans Thomas Baird
B. D. Morris

PRESBYTERY OF THE CLARENCE.
Rev. James Carson | Mr. W. T. Leeson

PRESHYTERY OF GOULBURN.
Rev. E. % Henderson { Mr. William Affleck




.
8 VROCEEDINGS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THF
PRESBYTERY OF THE HASTINGS.
Rev. G. M. Torbett M.A, | Mr. John Bryson
PRESBYTERY OF THE HAWKESBUEY.
Rev. J. H. MacGoun Mr. Joseph Birrel
R. A. Redmond, B.A. J. B. Brown
H. Wilson W. Morphett
PRESBYTEKY OF THE HUNTEQ.
Rev. A. Thain Anderson, M.A. Mv. John Breckenridge -
A, Fraser J. Henry Jones
A. Smith W. Stronach
PRESRYTERY OF ILLAWARRA.
Rev. John Muir | Mr. John Todd
PREYEYTRRY OF THE LACHLAN.
! Rev. J. McDowell | ~ I Nya—.
PRESBYTERY OF MONARO.
Rev. J. 1. Forbes, M.A., B.D. | M J. C. Hyrie
| PRESBYTERY OF MOREE.
i Rev. J. Keith Miller Mr. Hugh Currie
) -— Dr. F. X Stuckey
i PHESRYTERY OF MURRUMBDGKE.
E Rev. R, G. McCatron | Mr. James McCosh
[ W Robertsory, M.A. Me. Chas, H, MeCulloch
PRESBYTERY OF NEW ENGLAND.
Rev. E. N. M‘Kie, B.A. Mr. J. E. V., Gardoer
! James Cosh, B.A,, B.D. L
PRESRYTERY OF NORTII SYDNEV.
, Rev. Dv. Bruce Me Geo. Finlay, Seor.
' J. Kinghorn E. H. Palmer
J. Lamont, F.I.S W. Walker
‘ PRESBYTKRY OF RICHMOND.
I Rev. J. C. Johnstone, M. A. —_— -
Andrew Chapman, M. A. ! ==
‘ FRESBYTERY OF SYDNEY.
Rev. W. Sweyn Macqueen Mr. W. G. Geikie
l C. H. Talbot D. Elphinstone
: John Edwards, M. A. P. D McCormick
i W. M. Dill Macky, D.D. DM MceKinnon
i Angus King John Mars
’ George Chalmers Thomas Stes!, F.L.S.
i George Milne Dr T. Graham Campbeli
M. Hector Kidd ‘
\
J
.
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PRESBYTERY OF WAGGA WAGGA,

Rev, Robert Kay, MLA. !
A. McClinchie |

PRESRYTERY
Rev. W, Anson Smith |

Mr, Peter Bell Munro

OF YOUNG.
My, Williamn Ross

Evecren BY THE STaTE ASSEMBLY.

Rev. John Burgess, M. A., D.D.
Professor Clouston, BLA., 1D.1D.
J. C. Mc¢Donald, M. A.
Alex. MeKinlay
R. Miller, B.A,

J. Kemp Bruce

R. J. H. McGowan

Robert Jackson, M. A.
Principal Harper, M.A., D.D.
George R, 8. Reid, M.A.
John Ferguson

Robert Steel, M. A.

Mr.J. A. Aitken

J. H, Balfour

John Candlish
Colonel J. H. Goediet
Mr. John Kirkland

William Wood
Hon. T. Brown, M.H.R.
Captain Craig
Mr. W. G. Crane

W, 8, Park

D. Walker

J. H, Beatson

QUEENSLAND.

ELEeTED BY PRESBYTHRIKS.

PRESBYTERY OF BRISBANE.

Rev, George Bwan
J. Scott Macdonald, M.A.
Jas, Walker, M.A, B.D

PRESBYTERY

=

. W, Smythe !

PRESRYTERY OF
Rev. A. M. MacKillop |
PRESHYTERY OF

Rev. D,
W

Mel.ennan
. 8. Lautie

PRESBYTERY OF

Rev. W. € Ratclifte, B A.
Mr. A, 8. Lang
T. W, Wilson

GF MARYBOROUGH,

Mr. George Stupart
KOCK 1 AMPTON.

Me A, G, Barr

TOOWOOMBA.
Mr. Thomas Kivkland
A, Mayes
TOWNSVILLE.

Mr. Thomas Whalley
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JLECTED BY THE STATE ASSEMBLY.

Rev, James Gibson, M. AL | Mr. C. Patterson
Peter Robertson R. .J Shilliday

SOUTH AUSTRALTA.

EiLecTED BY PRESBYTERIES.

PRESHYTERY OF ADELAIDE.

Rev. Thos. Shanks, B.D. } Mr W. P Weller
J. F. Colquboun, M. A. | W. J. Angus

PRESBY'I'ERY OF BELALILE.

Rev. T. ¥V, Charlion \ Mr. A, T.. McEwan
PRESBYTERY OF ONKAPARINGA.
Rev. G. C. Love, B.1. \ M. A Caldwell
ELRCTED BY THE STATE ASSEMBLY,

Rev, A, J. Wade | M. W, J. Hill

TASMANIA.
ELEcTED BY PRESRYTERIES.

PRESBYTERY OF JIOBART.
Rev. James Barr | Mr. R.G Rogers
PRESBYTERY OF LAUNCKSTON.
Rev. Hugh Livingstone Me. G. C. McKinlay
J. A Lee S N Field

FPRESBYTERY OF MIDLANDS.

Rev. J. G. Millar i Mr, Frederick Burbury

ELECTED BY THE STATE ASSEMBLY.

Rev. Stewart Byron [ Mr. W. Woordside




Rev. John Walker

Rev,

Rev.

Rev.

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF AUSTRALIA.

VICTORI AL

Euecren sy PRESBYTERIES.

PRESBYTERY OF HALLARAT,

Me. G, H. Smith
C. Cameron W. Rain
R. Robertson, M.A. W. Hogg

PRESEBYTERY OF HEECIHTWORTH.

Charles E. 0. Keays My, William J. Muuro
R. B. Macicod Neil Sutherland

PRESBY'I'ERY OF BENDIGO.

Dre. A R. B, McCay
Mr G, S. Bisset
John Campbell

J. Darroeh
J. Crookston, M.A.
F. A. Hagenauer, M.A.

PRESBYTERY OF GEELONG,

Mr. J. Sinclair
J. Pettist
W, Anderson

J. A. Forrest
J. E. Higginhotham
J. McIntosh, M. A

PHESHYTERY OF GIPPSLAND,

Rev. F. G. H. Brady Mr. H 8, Barten
J. Millar Smith Chas, Stewart
PRESBYTERY OF THE ¢OULBURN VALLKY.
lev, G. K. Junes Mr. John Bedwell
F. C. Vickerman J. W. Dunlop
E. I1. Chapple A. E. Burton
PRESBYTERY OF UAMILTON.
Rev. R. Nairn, M, A. | Mr. A Turnbull
). S. Hood | 1. Ferguson
PHESBYTERY OF MACEDON,
Rev. Lithgow Tait, B.A. Meo AL Campbell Scost
PILESRYTERY OF MARYKOROUGH.
Rev. A. C. Sanderson, M. A. My 8, L, Williams

H. I.. Balcke H. Adam

iR
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PRESBYTERY OF MELBOUGNE NORTH.

Rev. Professor Adam, M. A, | Mr. A. Byers

B.D. | A. MclIntosh
A. H. Fletcher R. J. McKenzie
G. Carson 1 T. Philips
J. Gray, M.A. B.D, | R. Richardson
Professor Rentoul, M. A, Wi, Sinelair
D.D. ;
F. Miine, M. A, B.D.

PRESBYTEKY OF MELROURNE SOUTH.

Rev. J C. Coutie, B.A. M. F. Stocks
W. H. Cooper, M.A., B.1). W. A T Lind
A. E. Macdonald, M.A. J. Birtchnell
W, G Maconochie, M. A. J. A. Robertson
J. 8, Buntine [ J. Bennie

W. 8. Rolland Rev. J. Henry

Rev,

Rev.

Rev,

Rev,

J. . Macrae

My H. . MeBean
W. Russell

PRESBYTERY OF MORTLAKE.

Wm. McBride Mr. H. . Saundery
W. L. Fenton | C. J. Horn

PRESHYTERY OF PENOLA.

1i. W, MecLean, M. A. M. 8. J. Stuckey

PHESBYTERY OF WIMMERA,
W, Naiswith |

BLECTED BY THE STATE ASSEMBLY,

J. Meiklejohn, M.A, DD, Hon. James Balfour
R. M. Fergus, M.A. Mr, A T. Pryde

H. Rohwrtzon, B A, Dr. J. H MacFarland
J. Mathew, M.A,, B.D. Mr. J. M. Campbell
F. McQueen J. 8. Walker
George Tait, M A, R. K. Gillespie
P. J. Murdoch, M.A. A. G. Proudfoot
A. Stewari, NLA. H. H Kemp

. A. Cameron, M.A. J. A. Robertson
Professor Skene, M. A. T. Adams

A. R. Osborn, M.A. R. Henry

J V. McNair G. 8. Mackay
WM. AL Alexander M. Hopkins
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WENTERN AUSTRALLA.
Errkcrenp vy PRESBYTERIES.

PRESRBYTERY OF FREMANTLE.

Rev. R, Wilson Macaulay, B.A. | Dr. Samuel Macaunlay

PRESBYTERY OF THE GOLDFIELDS.
Rev. W. Agnew {  Me. Fred. A, McMullen

PRESBYTERY OF PERTIIL.

Rev. C. D. P. Taylor | My F. F. Christie

ELECTED BY THE STATE ARSEMBLY.
Rev, J. H Fordyce, M. A, |  Mr. R. Robertson

3. T'nx MopuraToRr, having intimated that the Moderator and eX- y ieraior.
Moderators of the General Assembly, and the Moderators of the State
Assemblies, liad agreed to nominate for the Moderator’s Chair the Rev.

W. S. Rolland, Minister at Peahran, Victoris, the nomination was ap-
proved by acclamatiou, and Mr. Rolland declared the Moderator of the
Assembly.

Mr. Rolland was conducted to the Chair, and delivered a suitable
address.

4. Ox the motiou of the Rev. Professor Adam, saconded by Professor gx-Mederator.
Harper, the Assembiy rcsolved :—'That the cordial thanks of the Assembly
be given to the ex-Moderator for the earnest sermon preached by him at the
opening of the Assembly, and also for his valuable services to the Church
during his term o oftice.

8. A comMissiox from the General Assembly of the United Free an. winiam
Church of Scotland in favour of Mr. William Barber, of Terreran, an Elder Harber
of that Church, was read by the Clerk und received.

Tt was moved by the Rev. John Fergusovu, and unanimously agreed :(—

That Mr. Barber be covdially weleomed and associated with the
Assembly ; that the United I'ree Church be thanked for its generous kind-
ness in remembering so plensantly the Church of Australia ; thar My
Barber be asked to convey to the Assembly of his owt Church nur sinceve
greetings of goodwill and fellowship. [Further that Mr. Barber be welcomed
not only as & brother-elder of the Scottish Churcl, but also as a member of
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the important Agricultural Commission at present visiting our Common-
wealth, and be requested to carry with him the right hearty welcome of
the Preshyterian Church of Australia to the whole Commission.

Mr. Barber was welcomed by 1he Moderator, and addressed the
Assembly.

8. Tue Report of the Business Cominittee was submitted by the Rev,
De. Burgess, who moved :—

That the hours of meeting be :—Maoming Sederunt, 10 am. to 430
p.m. (with an interval from { p.n. to 2 p.m.); HEvening Sederunt, 7 p.m. to
10 p.m., and that the order of business proposed for to-morrow be adopted.

The motion was duly seconded and approved,
4. It was moved by the Rev. John Ferguson and duly seconded :—

That this Assembly appoiut a small commitlee to draw up a suitable
memorinl respecting the death of His lute Majesty King Edward VII., and
the aceession to the throne of His present Majesty King George V. also
a cordial address to His Excellency the Governor-General wud Her
Excellency the Countess of Dudley.

The motion was approved and the following appointed au Committee in
terms hereof :—Revs. John Ferguson, Convener, Dr. Meiklejolin, John
Walker, Robert Steel, and Mr. 3, Robertson.

8. Tur following were appointed the Business Committee for this
session : — Revs, Dr. Burgess, Convener, George Tait, P. J. Murdock, Alex.
Stewart, John Ferguson, W. C. Radeiiffe, William Gray, Messrs. A. 8.
Lang, W. G. Geikie, 'I' W. Fleming, K. G. Rogers, Dr, MacFarland,
De. 8. Macaulay.

9. Tax following were appuinied a Committee of Nelection to
nominate As-embly vepresentatives on the Judicial Commission, the Boawrd
of Missions. und the Standing Committees, with instructions to wmeet
to-morvow {Thursday), al ¢ aan, and to give in the names proposed ar the
morning Sederunt :—Revs, John Walker, Convener, J. C. Mchonald,
Professor Adam, James Gibseu, (Q ), James Barr, A. J. Wade, RO W,
Macaunlay, Messrs, William Wood, George Kerr, I, F. Christie.

Lk was agreed to receive additional nominations up W the close of
Thursday morning’s Sederunt, and that a ballot, if required, be Laken on
Friday, at 2 pm.  The following were appoiuted serutineers of the ballot,
with inatructions to prepare voting papers : — Ress. John Edwards, Convener,
George Carsou, Messes J. M. Campbell, J. HE Balfour.

10. Tug AsseMmbsLy adjourned, to meet to-morrow at 10 aan, for the
observance of the Lurd’s Supper, and at 11 aw. for the transaction of
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business, whiclt having bean publicly intimated, the Sedernnt was closed
with prayer.

SECOND SEDERUNT.

At Sydney, and within Si. Stephens’ Church. Philip-street, on Thursday,
28th day of September, 1910, at 10 a.m.

11. Tue members of the Assembly united in a Communion Sevvice,
conducted by the Moderator, assisted by the Rev, Robert Jackson, the Rev.
Stewart Byron, the Rev. W. Agunew, the Rev. A. J. Wade.

At the conclusion of the Service the Assembly was constituted with
prayer by the Moderator.

12. Tus Minutes of the First Sederunt were confirmed.

13. Tur Maoderavor intimated that news of the vemoval by death
of the Rev. Drv. Thomas Nisbet had been received.

[t was moved by the LRlev, Dr. Meiklejohn, and secon.ded by the Rev.
W. Sweyn Macqueen :—Thatt he Assembly record its appreciasion of Ds.
Nishet's work, and its sorvow at his death, and send a cablegram to Mrs.
Nisbet conveying to her its sympathy. The motion was approved, the
members standing.

The Rev. Brincipal Harper led the Assembly in prayer.

14, Tur Heport of the Commijttee on Heligion and Morals and
Sabbath Schools was submitted by the Rev. W. 3. Rolland, whe moved : —

That the Assembly receive the Heport; express its grief and alarm at
the apparent inerease of youthfal immorality in various portions of the
Commonwealsh, and with the prevailing pursuit of pleasure at any cost;
exbort the Mimisters of our Chuirch to do their utmost by preaching
and by personal effort to develop Christian life in the home, and a due sense
of pareutal responsibility, and to instruet young people as to the daugers
thut beset thens; vrge upon the Btate, on national grounds, the nocossity
for exercising a rigid control on the importation of suggestivo pictures,
post-cards, films, and literature ; disapprove of the special temptations helid
out to the people by State vailways to travel for pleasure on the Lord’s
Day ; rejoice to know of thie good work being done in our Sabbath schools,
but recomamend the careful training of teachers for their work, wherever
practicable, with a view to increased cfficioncy in teaching ; note with satis-
faction the progress of the Bible-class movement, and the general response
made to the proposal as to one Sabbath in the year being kept as “ Young

Conununion,

Dr. Nishet.

Religion and
Mozals and
Sabbath Schools
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People’s Day,” and the saccess which has been achieved by the special
services on that day ; warmly thank the Superintendents and Teachers
for their kind and self-denying efforts on behalf of the young people of our
Commonwealth, and commend them to God and to the Word of His grace:
direct that the Committee on Religion and Morals and Sabbath Schools
consist of the Conveners of the State of Religion Committees in Queensland,
New South Wales, Victoria and Tasmania, the Conveners of the Committee
on ¢ Life and Work” in South Australia, the Convener of the Modcratar’s
Uommittee in Western Australia, and the Conveners of the Sabbath Schonl
Committeo of our Church in all the States, the Rev., W. S, Rolland to be
Convener.

The motion was seconded by the Rev. Alex. Clark and approved.

15. Tue Report relative to the Record was submitted by the llev.
W. 8 Rolland, who moved :—

That the Assembly receive the Report, express gratification at the
slightly increased circulation of the Magazine, and cordially recommend its
general adoption in all the States as the Missionary Maguzine of our Chureh ;
approve of the new arrangement with the publishers to commence in 1911,
and appoint the Conveners of the Sabbath Sc¢hool Comuittees in all the
States the Committee relative to the Kecort?, with the Rev. W. 8. Rolland
as Convener.

The motion was seconded by Mr. F. Stocks and approved.

16. Tue Beport of the Board of Missions was submitted by the Rev.
Alex. Stewart,

It was moved by the Rev. Peter Robertson, and seconded by the Rev
W. M. M. Alexander :—-

That the Assembly (1) receive the report; (2} express its gratitude to
God for His goodness in preserving the health of our missionaries, and
furthering them in their work ; (3) thank the Board and its Hxecutives for
their diligence, and direct the Board to convey its thanks to the Honorarvy
Treasurer and the Honorary Auditor for their valuable services in respect
of the aceounts; (4) approve of the action of the Board in accepting the
responsibility of receiving and disbursing the educational and ration grants
to aborigines from the Queensland Government on behalf of the Assembly,
of the admiunistration of these funds by the Queensland Executive, and
place the supervision of the administration in the Melbourne Hxecutive,
giving the Board power from time to time to vary the conditions of its
administracion as may seem to it necessary and expedient; () thank
Colonel Goodlet, a member of the Board, for his generous gift of £530 to
provide a new sailing bout for the North Queensland Mission ; (6) assure
the Queensland Executive and the Missionaries of the support of the whole
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Church in every endeavour they may make to defend the aborigines from
undesirable forms of contact with trade; (7) commend the Missionaries,
assistants and teachers at Blapoon, Weipa and Aurukun, for the steadfast-
ness and fidelity with which they prosecute their work, often under very
trying cireminstances, welcome the indications of progress they report, and
request for thewm the prayers of all winisters and congregations throughout
the Commonwealth that soon they may see large fruit from their labour;
{8) thank the Church «f New South Wales for the promptitude and
liberality with which it respomded to the Assembly’s request that it
would provide a house for the assistant at Awrukun; (9) and direct that
the rating of the Churches for the maintenance of the North Queensland
Mission during the next three years shall be in aceordance with the recom-
mendalion of the report :—

Victona .., £425
New South Wales £372
Queensland £99
South Auvstralia ... £29
Tasmanin ... £29
Western Australia z £22

and authorise the Board to fix the allowances to be made to ladies from
the mission travelling, in accordance with the decision of the last Asscmbiy,
and also to assistants and teachers for furlough and travelling expenses.

The motion was approved,

17. Tux Report of the Aborigines Mission at Walcot Inlet, Western waleot Intet.
Australia, was remitted to Board of Missions with instructions to eeport
to a futare Sederunt.

18. Tur Moderator intimated that he had received a telegram from Hishop of North
the Bishop of North Queensland expressing his sympathy with the Presby. et
terian Church in the loss it has sustained through the removal by death
of the Rev. Dr. Nisbet.

It was agreed to forward throngh the Moderator the thanks of the
Assembly to the Bishop for his kind telegram.

19. Ty Report of the Committee on the reception of Ministers was wecep.ion of
submitted by the Rev. Alex. MeKinlay, and recoived. s
{1) The Report recommended that the prayer of the petition of the
Rev. Dy W. Scott Whittier be granted. The recommendation was approved,
{2) The Report vecommended that the prayer of the petition of the
Rev. John F. Macallister be granted. The recommendation was approved.
{3) The Report recommended that the prayer of tlie petition of the
Rev. Jobp R. Thrum be not granted.

The consideration of the petition was postponed
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(4) The Report recommended that the prayer of the petition of the
RRev. John Adamson be not granted.

It was moved by the Rev. Alex. McKinlay and duly seconded :—
That the prayer of the petition be not granted.

[t was moved as an awendment by the Rev, A. M. Mackillop, and
seconded by Mr. W. Affleck : —That the word “not” be omitted from the
motion,

The amendment was rejected,

The motion was approved.

The further consideration of the Report was postponed.

20. Tue Assembly adjourned, to meet at 7 p.m,, which haviag been
publiely intimated, the S8ederunt was closed with prayer,

THIRD SEDERUNT.

At Sydney, and within St. Stephen’s Chureh, Philip Street, the 29th day of
September, at 7 p.m,

21. THE Assembly met pursuant to adjournment and was constituted
with reading the Seriptures and peayer.

22. Tue Report of the Business Committee was received and approved,

23. TuE Report of the Public Questions Committee was submitted
by the Rev. John Ferguson, who moved :—

(1) That the Assembly receive the Report; (2) approve of the action
of the Moderator in issuing a circular letter inviting subscriptions towards
viie Quecusland law costy, and authorise the Cominittee to take steps to
secure the assistance of the State Churches towards the liquidation of the
bulance ; (3) direct the Committee to make further inquiry and confer with
the authovities anent the question of providing cottage residences for
macried couples employed upon stations; (%) authorise the issue of the
Statement of the Reformed Faith by the Rev. P. B. Fraser, of Lovell's Flat,
Otago, N.Z,, provided same is issued without cost to any of the Asserubly’s
Funds, and that the title page be suitably altered; (5) authorise the
Commiltee to open up negotiations with a view to arranging for the visit
of & representative Presbytorian (minister or laymen) from Scotland in the
near future.
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The motion was duly seconded, and with the exception of clause (4),
approsed. Tt was agreed to consider clause {4) in conncction with the
overtnre anent a Presbyterian Handbook for the young.

24, By arrangement addresses on various aspects of Foreign Missions Forein
were delivered by Mr. W. 8. Park of New South Wales. one of the
Assembly’s delegates to the Edinburgh Conference, the Rev. James Gibson
of Queenstand, the Rev. J. F. bacrae of Vietoria, and Mr. K. Roberwson of
Western Australia.

28. Tuw Reporr of the Selection Committee was submitted by the $ulection
R.ev‘ J\)}ln \»’all‘,e!.' ommittee.
'he Report was received, and it was agreed that further nominations
may be received up till 4.30 p.in. to-morrvow, and that the ballot, if necessary
be taken on Monday.

26. Tug Presbytery of Monaro applied for authority to meet to-morrow
wt 930 an.

27. Tur Presbytery of [Iawilton applied for authority to meet oo the
ith Oectoher.

The authority in each case was granted,
\

28. Tz AsskMBLY adjourned, to mevt to-morrow at 10 o'clock, which
having been publicly intimated, the Sederant was closed with prayer.

FOURTH SEDERUNT.

At Sydney, and within 8t. Stephor’s Church, Phillip Street, on Friday, $0th
September, at 10 a.m.

29, Tur AssEMBLY met, pursuant to adjournment, and was constituted
with reading the Scriptures and prayer,

30. TuE MiNuTEs of the Sceond and Third Sederunts were confirmed.

31. Tuax Rerorr of the Finance Committee was submitted by
Rev. Robert Steel, who moved :—

the Finance.

That the Assembly (1) receive the Report ; (2) authorise the payment
of the expenses of Members to the Assembly pro ratae, as far as the funds
will permit, on the same basis as formerly, namely :—That Members
attending the General Assembly in September, 1910, lave tho following
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percentages of their travelling expenses {(calculated wpon the basis
of second-class railway and steamer fares at the reduced rate allowed
by the Ruilway and the Steawship Cowpanies) paid by the Church,
viz. :—(a) Those paying less than £1, nothing ; (b}, those paying from £1
to £4, to receive half; (¢), those paying from £4 upwarids, to receive three-
quarters, provided that no one in Class (b} shall pay less than £1 himself,
and no one in Class (¢) loss than £2, the amouuts to be paid pro rate in each
gection up to the amount which the funds at credit will allow; (3) resolve
thut the honorarium to the Moderator be £50, and to the Clerk of Assemnbly
£30; (4) avthorise the assessment for General Assembly’s expenses on the
following basis, namely :~~New South Wules, £66 13s. 4d., Victoria,
£66 13s. 4d. ; Queensland, £22 4s. 5d. ; South Australia, £32 4s. id. ; Tas-
mania, £22 4s. 6d. ; Western Australia, £12 10s.; and (5) again recommend
Congregations to adopt the Church Hymnary where practicable

The motion was duly seconded and approved.

32. Tue Rerorr of the Committee on IHome Missions was submitted
by the Rev. John Ferguson, who moved :—

That the Assembly reccive the Report; thank the Home Mission
Committees of New South Wales and Victoria for their liberality in sending
Home Mission Organisers free of all cost to Tasmania, and thank these
organisers {Rev. P. Hope, B.A., and Rev. D). A, Cameron, M.A.) for
their services ; approve of the recommendation that fov a period Tasmania
be treated as a» Preshytery of the Presbytevian Chureh of Vietoria, request
the General Assemblies of Victoria and Tasmania to consider the muatter,
and appoint a Commission of Assemnbly tv confer with these Assemblies and
report to next Assembly ; commend the claims of Western Australia to the
Chuistian generosity of the Church through the State Assemblies ; consider-
ing the strength that would be added to the Church in South Australia
by the transference of the Presbytery of Penola from Vietoria to South
Australia, appoint the Reverends Dr. Meiklejohn, D. A. Camervon, and
A.J. Wade to represent the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church
of Australia in the Geneval Assembly of Vietoria, to put the matter before
that Church and generally to further the matter, in the hope that the trans-
ference may be effected as speedily as possible with due consideration of
all the interests involved ; and further, in view of Lhe fact that wany Home
Mission Agents fail to study aud come up fur examination, recommend the
several State General Assemblies to make provision to give Home Mission
Agents instruceion.

The motion wax duly secconded and approved ; and the Revs. Dr.
Meiklejohn, Dr. Harper, D. A. Cameron, the Hon. James Balfour and Mz,
Williain Wood weve appointed the Commission to visit the State Assemblies
of Vietoria and Taswania in terms of its third clause,
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33. Tux Rerorr of the Coumsnittee on Spiritual Independence was
submitted by the Rev. B. J. Murdech, who meoved (—

That the Assembly receive the Report and thank the Committee ; adopt
the Declaratory Statement on the Spiritual Freedom of the Church as
contained in the Report, as follows :—

** Whereas recent decisions affecting the celations of the administration and discip-
line of the Church to the Civil Courts have heon given by the Civil Courts in the
Commanwealth of Australia:

And whereas the Presbyterian Chuavch of Anstralia is directly interested in such
decisions : ~

It seems good and necessary to the {ieneral Assembly of the Presbyteriun Church
of Australin to nake a Declaration on this matter, est the Church be assumed to
acquiesce in any iofringement of the Crown Rights of Christ within His own Chureh,
as declored in the Standards of the Church, or in any infringement of the essential
prineiples of Presbyterianism, as held by Preshyterian Churches throughont the
world.

Accordingly the General Assembly of the Presbytevian Chureh of Australia hereby
rleclares as follows: —

(1} That the (ieneral Assembly holds, in accordance with the Word of God and
the Westininster Confession of 1"aith as accepted by this Church :

(n) That God has otdained Civil Magistrates to be, under Him, over the people
for His own glory and the pablic good, and the Chureh has ever heen instant
in teaching the people to pray for the Sovereign of the realm, and all who
under Eim adwinister the goverument, to honour their persons, to obey their
lawful commands, and to be subject to theiv anthority for eonscience” sake.

(") That the Lord Jesns has instituted His Chureh in the world as a society of His
believing people, to which He has promised His own presence and Spirit to
guilde and rule the Chureh to the glory of His holy name and the advance-
nent of His kingdom upon eartli; and this Church of the T.ovd Jesus is
distinet from the kingdoms of this world, both in its origin and its natore
and not subject to them in spiritual aftairs.

{¢) That the Lovd Jewus, as King and Head of His Church, has thevein appuinted
a government aud jurisdiction, in the hands of Church Officers. distinet from
the Civil Magistrate. With this distinet jurisdietion, which is divectly from
Chvist, the only Kiug and Head of His Church, the Civil Magistrate has no
lawful right to interfere or to assmime to himself any anthoritative control
over the same. This jurisdiction comprehends the tdetermining, inter.
preting, changing, adding to and modifying its constitution and laws, its
suhordinate standards and Church formulas: the preaching of the Word ;
the administration of the Sacraments: the exercise of ecelesiastical diseip-
line, including the admission amd exclusion of members, and the
ordination, induction, and suspension, or deposition of office-bearers ;
and generally all matters touching the doctrine, worship, discipline and
government of the Church.

{¢) That in all matters coming within the jurisdiction of the Church, as defined
above, office bearers and members of the Church are bound to abide by the
decision of the Church Courts, and recourse to Civil Courts against any
decision of the Church in these matters, or against the exveution thereof,
is excluded.

Spiritual
[ndependence.
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{2) That Christ, having established His Church and appointed a distinct govern.
ment and jurisdiction.therein, the maintenance of the spiritual freedom of the Church
specially concerns His honour and dignity, as the Clurel’s only Head and Ruler.

{3) That, while the Church elaims to Le in the spiritnal sphere under nuv authority
other than that of Christ, whose mind and will il is bound earnestly to seck to know
and obediently to follow, it makes no claim to infallibility of interpretation as to the
mind and will of Christ in any particular case, any more than the Civil Magistrate
claims to be infallible in his own sphere ; yet such absence of infallibility in either case
does not warrant the intrusion of the Church into the sphere of the Civil Magistrate
or of the Civil Magistrate into the sphere of the Church.”

Approve of the following Declavation vegarding the Nobile Officium and
transmit it to the State Assemblies and Presbyteries and direct them to
report to the Committee three months before the next meeting of Assembly:—

‘' Whoereas the Presbyterian Church of Australia, in accordance with the Word of
God and the Westminster Confession of Faith, as accepted by this Church, recognises
‘no other Head of the Church but the Lord Jesus Christ ;> and whereas, by the
Articles of Agreement contained in the Deed of Union of the Presbyterian Church of
Australia, it is, among other things, provided that the General Assembly of the said
Church shall have functions—legislative, administrative, and judicial —supreme with
regard to the doctrine, worship and discipline of the Chureh ; and wheress questions
have arisen as to the nature and extent of such functions and as to their exercise :

NOW, THEREFORE, IT 15 MERERY DECLARED:

{1} That the General Assembly of the Preshyterian Church of Australia, as the
supreme legislative, administrative, and judicial Court of the Church in those matters
which have been or may hereafter be assigned to its jurisdiction, claims and possesses
the extraordinary (equitable} jurvisdiction inherent in every supreme governing
authority, commonly known as the Nobile Othicium.

{(2) That, while the limits of this inherent right cannot be drawn beforehand, as
from its nature it must be cxercised at the dictates of conscience, illuminated by the
inBuence and the Spivit of the Head of the Church, its exercise wonld be mainly inthe
divection of validating or correcting errors of procedore in the lower Courts of the
Church ; dealing with and disposing of any matter not specifically provided for in the
laws ov rules made by the Church; providing remedies for wrongs to individual
members of the Church for the reniedying of which there iz no provigion ; restraining the
application of any rule or law which would press with undue severity upon any member
af the Church ; and redressing any wrong to the Chureh for which no statutory or other
provision had been made.

.
3. That this inherent power shall be exercised by the General Assembly alone, in
those matters which belong to ite jurisdiction ; but in any ease in which the Judicial
Commisesion considlers that a matter before it calls for the exercise of this power, the
Judicial Commission shall refer the case to the General Assembly, under whose express
suthority only this inherent power can be exercised by the Judicial Commission.

4. That nothing in the foregoing shall interfere with State Assemblies iu the exer-
cise of the Nobile Officium in matters in which they are supreme.”
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Apprave generally the rules proposed by the Committee, as follows,
and transmit them to State Assemblies and Presbyteries for their consider-
ation and repors :—

‘1. That the following Rulesand all ather Rules an:l any forms heretofure ov here-
after to be made or preseribed hy the (ieneral Assembly shall regulate and guide the
several Courts and Judicatories, Congregations, Members and Office-hearers of the
Clureh, in their respective proceedings; but such Rules and forms are not to he
vegavded as lawa which ‘can in no instance be adield to or deviated from, but as indi-
cations of what is considered byZzhc Chureh to he the ordinary method of procedore in
the cases and under the cirecumstances to which the Rules and forms refer, aud are not
to be held as limiting or prejudicing the Nohile Officium of the General Assembly, ar
of any State Assembly, indealing with any matter in whiel: it is the supreme anthority
of the Church.

2. That every office-bearer, member, and adherent of the Church is subject to the
Church in the exercise of its functions relating to doctrine, worship, and diseipline, and
shall be decmed to have agreed to snbmit to every decision of the Court of the Church
which has proper cognisance of the matter in ynestion—whether such decision shali
involve any question as to the meaning or effect of the Constitution, or of any Rules or
Regulations of the Churcl, or as to the jurisdietion of the said Court to Jdeal with the
matter in question or otherwise, and every such decision shall be valish and tinal, unless
upon an appeal to a Higher Court of the Church it shall be reversed or varied by such
Higher Conrt.

3. That any office-benrer, nember, or adherent aof the Church who shall bring
any action or suit against any Court of the Chureh, or any member of any such Court,
to compel any act to be done or in respect of, ur to set aside or restrain, or have
declared null and void, any act done or proposed to be done or deeision come to by such
Court, in the cxercise of ils funetions relating to dnctrine, worship, or discipline, shall
be guilty of contumacy, and if he shall be a Minister or Elder shall also be guilty of a
breach of his ovdination vow,

4. That an act of contimacy may be dealt with summarily by the Court agatust
the authority of which the offence has been commitied, and punished at the discretion
of the Court.

3. That nothing in these Rules shall apply Lo any aetion brought to determine
the civil effects of the decisions amxl sentences of the Chureh.

6. That any persou whe is or shall be entitled to hold or ocuupy any property, or
to veceive any emolument, by virtue of a spiritual office or position in the Church, shall,
on ceasing to held, or ou being removed from such office or position by any Court
of the Church, cease to he eutitled te hold or ovenpy such properly or receive such
emolument.

7. That the tieneral Assemhty, and every State Assembly, has original jurisdic-
tion in every matter ail vase of diseipline, and may either remit the inatter or case to
an inferior Court, or deal with amd dispuse of it by the direct exercise of its own
authority, subject to the provisions of Rule 34 of the Procedure in vegard to Viseipline.

8. That nothing in these Rules, or in the Rulesas to Procedwre in regard Lo Discip-
line, shall be deemed to take away the right of any State Assembly in the exercise of
its administrative functions, aud according to its own Rules, to dissolve the pastoral
tie between the Minister and his congregation.”
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Call the attention of State Assemblies to the necessity of adopting a
declaration regurding the Nobile Officium in the sphere in which they are
supreme, and Rules similar to those suggested tn the Report; direct the
Code Comnmittee to receive the suggestions of the Committee regarding
additions to the Rules of Discipline and Standing Ovders, and Report ;
re-appoint the Committee, and direet them to consider the reports of
the State Assemblies and Presbyteries regarding the Aobile Officium and
Rules, and report to next Assembly.

The consideration of the notion was postponed till the Evening Sederunt.

34. Tux Presbytery of Bathurst applied for authority to meet on
Tuesday, the 4th October.

The authority was granted.

38. Tnz Assembly adjourned, to meet this Evening at T p.m., which
having been publicly intimated, the Sederunt was closed with prayer.

FIFTH SEDERUNT.

At Syduney, and within St. Stephen’s Church, Philip Street, on riday, the
SOth day of September, at 7 p.m.

36. Trr Assembly met pursuant to adjournment and was constituted
with reading the Scriptures and prayer.
87, Tux Report of the Business Committee was received and approved.

38. lux Communication from the Chureh of Scotland was received
and the Clerk instructed to acknowledge it.

39. Tur Returns on the Remits relative to Article TI1, were sub-
mitted by the Convener of the Business Conymittes.

it was agreed to ve-atfivm and ve-travsmit the Overture to Presbyteries
and State Assemblies with instructions to repork to next Assembly.

40. Tar Rotwrns on the Remit relative to the training of Home
Mission Agents—Proposal |—were subinitted by the Convener of the
Business Commnittee.
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In accordance with the Returus, the Assembly resolved to alter the
Artieles of Agresment in terms thercof s follows :—

Tn Article VIIE, Section 6, after the word © Assembly ” add *¢ also,
Home Mission Agents who have not qualified throngh attendance at a Uni-
versity : but who have passed through a regular course of preliminary train-
ing appointed by the Assembly, may be admitted to the Entrance Examin-
ation.”

41, THE replies fram State Assemblies anent Training Institutes for Training

o .- . Institutes,
Home Mission Agents were veceived.

42. Tue consideration of the Report on Spiritual Independence spiritual
Independence,
was resumed.
The motion was duly seconded and approved,
From this decision the Rev, A. Stewart dissented, for reasons to be
given in.

43 ‘The General Assembly adjourned, to meet at 10 a.n. to-morrow
which having been publicly intimated, the Sederunt was closed with prayer

SIXTH SEDERUNT,
At Sydney, and rwithin St Stephen's Chureh, Philtp Street, on Saturday
Ist October, at 10 a.m.

44. Tur Assembly met pursnant to adjournment, and was constituted
with reading the Scriptures and prayer.

45. Tue Minutes of the Fourth and Fifth Sederunt were confirmed.

46. Tre Rev. A. Stewart gave in bis reasons of dissent from the ., 4

decision of the Assembly relative to Spititual Independence. g e

47. Tux Report from the Queensland Stute Assembly called for by the T
General Assembly of 1909 was submitted by the Convener of the Business State Assembly.
Commitiee.

Tt was moved by the Rev. Principal Havper, and seconded by the Rev.
J. 8. Buntine:—That inasmuch as the Queensland Assembly, by its
vepresentutives, has declared that in restoring Mr. Frackleton to the
position of minister of Ann Street and member of the Presbytery, it did
not do so as complying with an instraction of the Civil Court, and that
whereas the record shows that the Assembly took the view of the Courts as
evidence, that the rnles were so ambiguously expressed that any individual




26 PROCEEDINGS OF THE GENERAIL ASSEMBLY OF THE

minister might have so misunderstoud them as to think that they permitted
and justified an appeal to the Civil Court, nnd on account of this ambiguaity
resolved to recall its sentence on Mr. Frackleton, the Generul Assembly,
while regarding this procedure as regrettable, but in the extremely difficult
circumstances of the case as excusable, and while refusing to endorse its
action as a precedent, the Assembly express the view that no infringement
of the Spiritual Tndependence of the Church is necessarily involved in the
action of the Queensland Assembly, and resolve to proceed no further in the
inatter.

Tt was moved as amendment by Professor Adam, and seconded by the
Rev. George Tait :—That all the words after the word “That” lLe omitted,
with the view of inserting other words.

At this stage the debate was adjourned.

48, Tur Assembly adjourned, to meet on Monday, the 3rd October, at
11 w.m., which having been publicly intimated, the Sederunt was clused with

yk prayer.

;i :
i SEVENTH SEDERUNT
i
‘ At Sydney, and wcithin St. Stephews Chureh, Philiy Strest, on Monday
¢ the 3rd October, at 11 am.
49. Tux AsseMBiY met pursnant to adjouroment, and was constituted
with reading the Seripture, and prayer.
y 50. Tur Minutes of the Sixth Sederunt were confirmed.

I Hall in Brishane B1. Tue Rev. James Gibson (Q), gave notice of his intention at a
: future Scderunt to nmove :—

That in view of the fact that a University for Queensland has been

established iw Brisbane, and that the Church in Queensland is desirous that

a Theological Hall be established there, it i3 herehy resolved to approve of

” the founding of such a IIall in Brisbane, and to recognise it as one of the

| Theological Halls of the Church, provided that instruction in the appointed

subjects, and for the appointed times, be given by teachers approved by the

I College Committee, and that the studonts be wubject to the same Exit
{ Examination as is appointer] for the students of the existing Halls,
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52. Tue following letter was read by the ex-Moderator, the Rev, }re Jomn
John Ferguson ;:—
“Quiraing,
“ Woollahra,
i Qet. ist., 1910.
“ My dear Mr. Ferguson,

“Wil} you hand the enclosed cheque for £1000 to the General
Assembly of our Church, to be invested in perpetuity, the interest of
same to be used for the training of Missionaries for Foreign Mission
Work, and to be named “The Joha Frazer Foreign Mission Fund.” Ip
the hope that my childven may be led to add to this fund,

“ T remain,
“ With kindest vegarids,
“ Very sincerely yours,

» “BErLiz'tiH FRAZER.”

It was moved by the Rev. Dr. Meiklejolin, and seconded by the Rev,
Principal Harper :—That the than ks of the General Agsembly be aceorded
to Mrs Frazer for her gencrous gift, and the Moderator be instructed to
convey the same to her.

The motion was approved.

It was remitted to the Board of Missions to sulanit to a future Sederunt
a sclieme for the use of Mres. Frazer's gift,

83. T'ne consideration of the Report from the State Assembly of yueenstana
State Assembly,
Queensland was resmined.

The amendment of Professor Adam, and the motion of Principal
Hurper werve, by leave of the House, withdrawn, and the following motiou
unanimously approved :—

That the Assembly receive the report, and inasmuach as the Queenslandl
Assembly have reported that it withdrew its sentence against Mr. Frackel-
tun, not because the Civil Court had declared it null and void, but because
as a resalt of the proceedings before the Civil Court it had become apparent
to it that the principles and practice of the Presbyterian Church were not
set forth in our rules and forms of procedure with sufficient fulness to justify
its sentence ; and inasmuch as its action in withdrawing its sentence on
these grounds does not necessarily involve survender of the Chuarch's claim
to be the supreme interpreier of its own constitution and laws in matters of
diseipline and goveenwent, though, under the cireumstances, it may have
the regrettable appearance of doing so; the General Assembly, while not
endorsing its action, do not find it necessary to take any further proceedings
in the matter.
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84. Tne Reference from the State Assembly of Queensland was sub-
mitted by the Convenetr of the Business Cammittee.

It was moved by the Rev, Professor Adam, and seconded by the Rev. Dr.
MecCay :—That inasmuch as this Assembly has no jurvisdiction in matrers
of administration, the Assewsbly decline to entertain the Retereuce.

The motion was approved.

55. Tur following nunes were ndded to the Capital Fund for Assembly
Expenses Committee :—The Revs, Professor Adam, W. Agnew, W. C.
Radelifte, J. Barr, and My, W, G Geikie.

66, Tur Report on Statisties was submitted by the Rev, €. A, White.

It was moved by Mre. A. 8 Lang, and seconded by Mr. 5. 8. Field :—

That the Assembly receive the Report ; express satisfaction with the
large amount of organized work and stéhdy advance indicated by the Statis-
tical returns ; urge State Assemblies, Presbyteries, Ministers, and Office-
bearers to use every effort to make the Stutistical information as complete
and accurate ag possible ; instruct the Committee to report to tuture Assein-
blies on the basis of the Anuual Returns,

The motion was approved.

87. Tur consideration of the Report on the Reception of Ministers
was resuined,

(3) The Report recommended that Blr, Thrum be required to pass the
Exit Examination in Systematie Theology and Apologeties, and huving done
so the Comamittee on Reception of Ministers be empowered to receive him
a5 a Minister eligible for a call on his undertauking to serve the Church in
Western Australin on the Goldfields for a period of three years after his
reception,

The recommendation was approved.

(5) The Report recommended that Mr. Edwards be required to take Lhe
clasges in Systematic Theology and Apologetics for one year and pass the Exit
Examination in Systematic Theology and Apolegeties, and having done so,
be received as a Minister,

It was moved by the Rev. A. MeKinlay and duly seconded that the
recommendation be approved.

Tt was moved as an amendment by the Rev. J. Kinghorn and seconded by
the Rev. John Walker ; That the following words be added to the motion—
“ with the exception of the requirement to take the classes in Systematic
Theology and Apologetics.”

The amendment was approved.

The motion as amended was approved.
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(6) The Report reconmnended that Me. Rapkins, laving attended for one
year the Lectures on Systematic Theology and Apologetics, be required to
puss the Exit Examination in these subjects, and if he does so, he be further
required to atlend and pass Exit Examination in New Testament and Old
Testament, exclusive of languages, and in Church History, and having done
s0, be received as a Minister.

The recommendation was approved.

(7) The Report recommended that My, Hogh Paton be ovdained as 2
Minister,

It was moved by Rev. A, MeKinlay and seconded by Mr, Shilliday
that My, Hugh Paton be ordained as an Evangelist and the Presbytery of
Sydney instructed to carry out the ordination.

Tt was moved as an minendment by the Rev. Dr. Burgess and seconded
hy the Rev. Jobn Ferguson : That the words “ as an Evangelist ” be vmitted
with the view of inserting the words “to the office of the Holy Ministry.»

The amendment was rajected.

[t was maved as an amendment hy the Rev. Professor Adam and
seconded by Mir, F. Stocks that the following words be inserted after the
word  * Evangelist ” : ¢ under such conditions as may seem good to the
Assembly. and that a small Committee be appuinted to consider and veport
w the Assembly on these conditions.”

The amendment wag approved.

The motion as amended was approved and the following Comniittee
appuinted : Revs, Alex, MeKinlay (Convencr), Dr, Harper, Dr. Meiklsjohn,
Professor Adam, George Yait, and Mr, .J. M, Campbell,

58. Tae Baliot for Standing Committees was taken. Rallat.

89, Tur Assembly adjourned, to meet at 7 pan., which having been
publicly intimated, the Sederunt was closed with prayer.

ELGHTH SEDERUNT.
At Syduey. and within Stephen's Church, Philip Street, on Monday, 3rd
October, at 7 p.m. ‘

60. THE Assewbly met puvsnant to adjowrnient and was duly con-
stituted with reading the Scriptures and prayer,

B81. Tux Report of the Business Committee was approved.
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82. Tite Overture anent Students from the Home Churehes was intro-
duced by the Rev. A. M. Mackiilop

Tt was agreedto sustain the Overture, and to direct the attention of the
Honie Mission Committees of the varions State Assemblies fo it, with a
recommendation that they should take practical steps to give effect to it by
bringing the matter under the notice of the Home Churches

63. Tur Report on Evangelistic Work was submitted by the Rev,
C. A. Wihite.

It was moved by the Rev. Jas. Lamont and seconded by the Rev.
John Walker:—

That the Assembly receive the Report ; rvejoice in the spiritual guicken-
ing enjoyed in many parts of the Commonwealth during the past year,
and record the Church’s humble gravitude to the Head of the Church for
His grace bestowed on our people ; commend the work of all evangelists
engaged among our people to the prayers of the Church, that they may
be guided and blessed by the Holy Spirit in their work ; welcome the
prospect of the return of Dr. Chapman, Mr. €. M Alexander and pacty,
and authorize the Committee to continue in fellowship and co-operation with
other Ohurches and organizations working in this matter ; re-appoint the
Committee with the Rev. W. Michael Smith and Dr. T. G. Camphell.

The wotion was approved.

64. Tue Overture anent the Annual Universal Week of Prayer
was introduced by the Rev. John Gray and the Rev. W M. M. Alexander.

[t was moved by the Rev. W. M. M Alexander, and seconded by the
Rev. John Gray :(—That the General Assembly sastain the Overture,
commend the Annual Universal Week of Prayer to the Ministers, Sessions,
and Congregations of our Church, and urge our preachers to obtain and use
the summary, and to eudeavour to bring together all Christian people for
united and specially divected prayers.

Tle motion was approved,

5. Tir Overture anent a Committee on Tmmigrants was introduced
by the Rev. A. J. Wade.

It was moved by the Rev. W. M. M. Alexander, and seconded by the
Rev. J. 8. Buutine : That the Overture be sustained, and a Committee
appointed.

T'he motion was approved.
66. Tuk Report on tho Sabbath School Hymual was submitted by the

Rev. W. M. M. Alexander, wlio moved: That the Assembly receive the
Repurt ; instruct the Committee to inform Mr. Frowde that the Hymual
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which the Assembly is desirous of having printed will, when issued, be
authorised for use throughout the Commonwealth ; instruct the Commiltee
to prepare a list of Psalins, Hymns and tunes to be inserted in the '
Hymnal, and submit the xame, with Me. Frowde's offer for printing and )
publishing, to next Assembly.

The motion was seconded by My, McCormack and approved.

67. The Report on the Appendix to the Hymnary was submitted by aﬂ;ﬂ:ﬁ;: L
the Rev. George Carson, who moved that the Assembly receive and adopt
the Report ; thank the Committee and the Conveners, ani, their work being
done, discharge the Committee.

The motion was seconded by Mr. McCrimack and approved.

68. Tue Presbyvery of the Goulburn Valley applied for authority to i
meet to-morrow.  The aunthority was granted.

69, 'I'ne Assembly adjourned, to meet to-morow at 10 a.m., which
having been publiely intitnted, the Sederunt was closed with prayer. '

NINTH SEDERUNT. 5

At Sydney, und withon St. Stephen’s Church, Philip Street, on
Tuesday, 4th October, at 11 a.m.

70. Tue AssuMBLY met pursuant to adjournment, and was constituted
with reading the Scriptures and prayer.

71. Tue Mizvresof the Seventh and Highth Sederunts were confirmed. ’l

72. Tue Ikxport of the Committee relative to addresses to His Majesty aadresees 4
the King and the Governor-General was approved.

713, AurnoriTY was granted to the Board of Missions to meet during J
this Sederunt.

74, Aurnorrry was granted to the Coministee relative to the fune-
tions of an Evangelist to ineet during this Sederunt,

75. Tui Rev. Principal Harper gave notice of his iutention, when the aaiage.
Overture relative to marriage with a deceased wife’s sister is before the
Honse, to move :—

That the whole subjected be remitted to a Comnnittee to consider all /
that is involved in the change proposed, and to veport to next General
Assembly,
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That the relation of the Presbyterian Church of Australia to the
marriage laws of the vayions States be referred to the same Committee, that
they may draw up directions to Ministers which will securc uniformity of
practice in the Church’s action in regard to divorced persons.

76. Tizc Rev. Principal Harper gave notice of his intention, when
the question of the date of next Assembly is before the House, to move : —

That it is desirable that a Commission of Assembly be appointed, and
shat a Committee be appointed to draw up regulations as to i 8 powers, &c.,
to veport to a later Sederunt; the Committee to be the Clerk of Assembly,
the Convener of the Business Committee, Rev. Professor Adam, Rev. A.
Stewart, Rev. Dr. Meiklejohn, W. Radcliffe, and the inover.

77. Tue Rerorr of the College Committee was submitted by the Rev.
Dr. Meiklejohn, who moved (—

That the Assembly receive the report; thank the Committee and
especially the Conveners, for their diligence ; approve of the Exit and Extra-
Mural Syllabuses for 1911, and she Entrance and Home Mission Syliabuses
for 1912 as far as printed, and authorisc the Executive to complete and
issue them; instruct the Executive to provide an alternative paper on
Seth's Scottish Philosophy for Home Mission Agents taking the Entrance
examination in 1911 ; thank the Bxaminers for their labours, and approve
of the following appointments : —Exit Greek, Rev. F. Dunlop, M. A, Ph. D. .
English (Home Mission course) Rev, F. W. Rolland, M. A, and Rev. C. A,
White, B.A.; Entrance Ilebrew, Rev. D. M. Barpett, B.A.; Entrance
Secripture, Rev. G. B. Murphy, B.D. ; authorvise the Committee to validate
the results of the second year Exit examination, the Extra-Mural examin-
ation, and the results of the Home Mission exanination ; resolve— that
any addition to the subjects tanght in the Theological Halls shall
be made only when brought before the General Assembly by overture,
and after having been referred for consideration to the College Committee,
and been upproved of by the Assemblies in which there are Theological
Halls, and also vesolve that the question of including in the course the
subjects of Pedagogics and the Text of the English Bible be referred to
the College Committee and the State Assemblies of New South Wales aud
Victoria; agree to diaw the attention of the ministers and office-bearers of
the Church and the members of the Laymen’s Missionary Movement to the
great need of candidates for the Ministry, and recommenid State Assemblies
to take such steps as they deem advisable to bring the matter before young
meu, in order that the special need may be supplied ; authorise the College
Committee to grant the Extra-Mural Exit Certificate to Mr. J. B. MeKissock
in the event of his passing this years Extra-Mural examination ;
authorise the College Committee to give a supplementary cXamination
to Messrs. J. Nicol, W, J. Harvey, John Richardson, and J. . MecDonald,
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Home Mission Agents ; express gratification at the prospect of a College
being immediately founded, in the State of Vietoris, for conferring degrees
in divinity ; grant the request from the Home Mission Committee of the
Queensland Church, that Mr. Robert Millar, a first year student under the
scheme of training, be advanced to the status of a fourth year student;
authorise the Committee to grant the applications from Home Mission
Agents, at present doing the preliminary course, to be admitted to the
Extra Mural course ; direct that of the two Examivers in each subject of
examination in the Theological and Home Mission courses, one only shall
act as examiner in each year; record the thanks of the Assembly to the
Rev. R. M. Fergus for his valuable services as Secretary.

Tt was moved as an amendment by the Rev. Professor Adam and
seconded by the Rev. A. Stewart : That all words after ¢ Assembly ” in the
clause relative to Home Mission Agents and the Fxtra-Mural course be
omitted, with the view of inserting other words.”

The amendment was rejected.

It was moved as an ameudment by the Rev. George Tait and seconded
by the Rev. Angus King : That the words “in accordance with the regu-
lations of 1905 ” be inscrted in this clause after the word “ grant.”

The amendment was approved.

It waswoved as a farther amendwent by Me. H. Hopking and seconded
by Mr. J. Kirkland: That the words ¢ at present doing the preliminary course”
be omitted, with a view of inserting the words « who entered the preiiminary
course before the year 1910.”

The smendment was rejected.

The motion as aimended was approved.

From this decision the Rev. Professor Adam and Principal Harper
dissented, for reasons to be given in.

78. T'ue RETURNS on the Remit anent Training of IHome Mission
Agents—Proposal 2——were submitted by the Convener of the Business
Committee.

It was moved by the Rev. John Ferguson and seconded by the Rev,
P. J. Murdoch : That the Assembly receive the returns and in terms of the
returns from a majority of the Presbyteries and State Assemblies amend
Avticle VIIL, Section 6, by inserting after the addition agreed to at the
Fifth Sederunt, the fullowing words : “provided that Home Mission Agents
shall not be reguired to pass in Hebrew, nor to take Hebrew us a languagc
as a part of their Theological course.”

The motion was approved,

79. I1 was moved by the Rev, Professor Adam and seconded by Mu.
John Kirkland: “That some subject be preseribed as an alternative to Hebrew

Article VIIL.,
Sec. €.

Allernative to
Hebrew.
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in the Butrance and Exit Examinations for Home Mission Ageuts, and that
it bo remitted tu the College Committee to consider and report Lo a fature
meeting of this Assembly as to the modifications in the Entrance and Exit
Examinations rendered necessary by the resolution adopted to admit Home
Mission Agents to the Hall without requiring thea to study Hebrew,

The motion was appoved.

80. The Assembly adjourned, to meet at 7 p.m., which having been
publicly intimated, the Sederunt was closed with prayer.

TENTH SEDERUNT.

At Sydney, and within 8t Stephen's Church, Philrp Sireet, on
Tuesday, 4th Uctober, at 7 p.m.

8. 'I'ux AsseMBLY met pursuant to adjournment and was duly
constituted with reading the Scriptures and prayer,

82. ‘I'ur teeorT of the Business Committee was approved.

83. Tne Reporr of the Judicial Commission was called for—there was
no Report.

84, Tuk Report of the Committee on Nites in the Federal Capital was
called for—there was no Report,

85. Tue Rerponrt of the Committee on a Dirvectory of Public Worship
was called for—there was no Report,

86. THE Rerorr of the Code Committee was called for—there was no
Repurt,

87. A coxmuxicatioN from the Alliance of the Reformed Churches
holding the Presbyterian System was received.

88. I'nk ReperT of the Scrutineers and the returns from State
Assemblies were received, and the Judicial Comrnission, the Bowrd of
Missions, and the Standing Commitiees appointed in terms thereof,

89. Turk Board of Missions reported that a letter had been veceived
trom Archdescon Lefroy, of the Australian Board of Missions, inviting the
sympathy and co-operation of all the Churches of Australia in the
protectien and preservation of the Aborvigines of Australia,

It was resolved to appeint the Rev. James Lamont and Mr. Wan,
Wood to abtend any meetings in aid of the scheme, and to authorise the
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Board of Missions to appoint representatives on any Committee that may
be formed inany of the other States.

Mry. John

890. Tue Rerort of the Board of Missions relative to Murs. Frazers g7 ~& i,

gift of £1000 was received.

The Report recommended that until the next meeting of the General
Assembly the Board of Missions be empowered to allocate the income
available, and be instructed to bring up a draft set of regulations for the
administration of the * John Frazer Foreign Mission Fund.”

'The recommendation was approved.

91. Tur ReporT of the Year Book Cominittee was submitted by the vear pook.
Rev. W. M. M. Alexander who moved :—

That the Assembly receive the Report, thank all who contributed in-
formation for the Year Book, continue the publication and re-appoint the
Committee.

The motion was duly seconded and approved.

92, Tue Overture anent Sabbath School Lessons was introduced by oyerture anent
the Rev. Thomas Shanks, Sabain]Sahool

Lessonsa.
The Overture was sustained and remitted to the Committee on
Religion and Morals and Sabbath Schools.

93. By arrangement addresses on various aspects of Howme Mission mome Missions.
Work were delivered by Mr. R, Robertson of Western Australia, the
Rev. J. Walker of Queensland, the Rev. A. J. Wade of South Australia,
the Rev. J. Bare of Tasmania, the Rev. 12, A, Cameron of Victoria, and the
Rev. Dr. Clouston of New South Wales,

94. THr AssEMBLY adjourned, to meet to-morrow at G a.n., which
having been publicly intimated, the Sederunt was closed with prayer.

ELEVENTH SEDERUNT.

At Sydney, and within St. Stephen's Church, Philip Street, the dth duy of
October, 1910, at 10 a.m.

95, THe ASSEMBLY met, pursuant to adjournment, and was constituced
with reading the Scriptures and prayver.

96. Tur Minures of the Ninth and Tenth Sederunts were confirmed.

97. Tux reasons of dissent against the decision of the Assembly Dissent from
. . 1 . decision
relative to the Extra-Mural course were subinitted by Professor Adam for remntive to
s .. e Extra-Mural
himself, Principal Hurper, Revs. J. Kemp Bruce, R. Jackson, aud A Come

Stewart.
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98. A SurrLeMENTarRY RuPorRT from the Finance Committee was
received.

The Report set forth that the shortage in the Assembly Expenses
Fund was greater than the Committee expected.

By leave of the House, the Hon. James Balfour submitted the molion
of which he had given notice in the following form :—That the Assembly
authorise the Finance Committee to pay the amounts for travelling expenses
mentioned in the circulur issued to members of the Assembly, and urge the
State Assemblies to make good the amount required in the following pro-
portion : New South Wales, £30; Victoria, £30; Queensland, £15; South
Australia, £5; Western Australia, £5; Tasmania, £5.

The motion was seconded by M. William Wood and approved.

99, AcCCORDING to notice, the Rev. James Gibson (Q.) submitted the
following motion :—

That in view of the fact that » University for Queensland has been
established in Brisbane, and that the Chiurch in Queensland is desirous that
a Theological Hall be established there, it is hereby resolved to approve of
the founding of such a Hall in Brisbane, and to recognise it as one of the
Theological Halls of the Chureh, in accordance with the Articles of Agree-
ment.

The motion was seconded by the Rev. . MeLennan and approved.

100. A SvepiemestTatY REPOrT from the Board of Jlissions anent
the Abariginies Mission at Waleot Inlet was received.

Tt was moved by the Rev. A, Stewart, and seconded by the Rev.
W. M. M. Alexander:—That the Assembly resvlve to urge the State
Assemblies for the continuation of temporary support to the West Australian
Church in providing the funds rvequired for the initial cosv of the work,
and authorize the Board of Missions to raise funds by donations or collections
for this purpose.

The motion way approved,

101. Tue Moderator read a letter from Mrs. Sutherland, of North
Brighton, Victoria, iutimating that she had given the land for 2 manse at
Broome, Western Australia, and also £50 to a Manse Building Fund.

The Moderator was asked to convey the thanks of the Agsembly to
Mrs. Sutherlaud.

102, Tur Report on the Federation of Protestant Churches was
submitted by the Rev. Dr. Clouston, who moved :—

Whereas in 1902 the General Assembly declared that a union of the
Protestant Churches of Australia would be Jdesirable in the interests of the
Kingdom of Christ, and appointed a committee to consider the practicability
of such a unien, and farther issued an imvitation to the Chucches to consider
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the matter with thew ; and whereas the invitation was favourably responded
to and Committees appointed by the Methodist and Congregational
Churches and by the Church of England and Baptist Churches to confer
with the Comnmittee of this Assembly, and Conferences have been held with
this Commitiee ; and whereas the negotiations with the Church of England
have been suspended for the present, and those with the Baptists (in
Victoria) have censed; and whereas the Committees appointed by the
Congregational and Methodist Churches have been meeting with the
Committee of the General Assembly for the past five years; and whereas
the vesult of the labours of the Joint Conmittees of the
three negotiating Churches has been the production of a Basis of Doctrine
and a Scheme of Polity which the Joint Committees belicve could be
honourably accepted by the three Churches without any departure from theirv
fundamental principles ; and whereas the teaching of this Chureh regarding
the nature of the Church and the Communion of Saints implies that
the Communion of fellow Christiang in  worship and service is a duty
wherever it is not forbidden hy conscience ; and wheveas in view of the
report of the Cowmittes there does not appear to this Assembly to he any
bar in principle to a union between the Congregational, Methodist and
Presbyterian Churches ; and whereas the benefits which would result from
such a union are many, great and obvious; and whereas such a Union
might be the precursor of a still wider Union; the Assembly
receives the report, and, without committing itself to details
expresses a general approval of the basis of doctrine and the scheme
of m and  transmits  thems to the State  Assemblies  and
Presbyteries for their consideration, and instructs them to curefully
examine these documents and to report an endt s v sugeestions to the
Convener of the Committee at least six months before the meeting of the
noxt General Assembly ; and further instructs the Committee to prepare a
full explanation of the scheme for the information of Church Courts, and also
authorise the Committee to arrange with Presbyteries for the reception of
deputies who are familiar with the progress of the Union negotations, when
so desired ; re-appoints the Committee with the addition of the Rev, Dr.
Dunlop and Mr. J. H. Beatson, and with instructions to continue
negotiations with the other Churches,
The wotion was seconded by the Rev. P. J. Muardach.

Jt was moved as an amendment by the Rev. John Gray, and seconded
by the Rev. James Crookston, that the words *“ expresses a general approval
of the basis of doctrine and the scheme of pality ¥ be omitted.

The amendment was rejected.

The motion, as amended, was approved.

103. Froy this decision the Revs. John Gray, J. Crookston, George
Carson, J. P. Millar, Thomas Shanks, Samuel I, Hood, Chas, G. O. Keays,
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W. M. M. Alexander, Arthur J. Wade, (. Chatmers, Jonn S, Buntine and
Messrs, Harry Hopkins'and Neil Sutherland, dissented.

104. Tur AssEMriy adjourned, to mest at 7 p.m., which having been
publicly intimated, the Sederunt was elosed with prayer.

TWELFI'H SEDERUNT.

At Sydney, and within St. Stephens’ Church, Philip Street, the 5th day
of October, 1910, at 7 p.m.

105. Tre AssEMBLY met pursuant to adjournment, and was consti-
tuted with reading the Scriptures and prayer.

106. Tre Reporr of the Capital Fund for Assembly expenses
Committee was submitted by the Rev. John Walker, who woved :—T'hat
the Assembly receive the Report, autherize the issuing of the circular on
the lines indicated in the Report, and wrge upen the Presbyterians of
Australia to generously respond.

The motion was seconded by the Rev. A. J. Wade and approved.

[07. Tux cousideration of the Report on the Reception of Ministers
wnas resumed.

(8) The Report submitted the Petition of Rev. T. Nevin-Cuttle
simpliciter to the General Assembly.

It was moved by Mr. A. I. Pryde, and seconded by the Rev. A.
Stewart :—That the Petition be not granted.

1t was moved as av amendment by the Rev. Dr. Burgess, and seconded
by M. J. M. Campbell :—That all the words after the word “That™ he
omitted with the view of inserting the following words :— the prayer of the
Petition be granted, subject to a six-menths’ probation, at the end of which
the Committee, it satisfied with the documents submitted by the applicant,
be empowered to receive him.”

It was moved us a further amendment by the Rev. J. 8. Buntine, and
seconded by the Kev. G. Chalmers :—That the word “six” be omitted
before the word “months’,” with the view of insorting the word “twelve.”

The amendment was approved and the word “twelve” inserted in the
amendment. The amendment was inserted in the motion and the motion, as
thus amended, approved.

(9) The Petition of Mr. J. H. Dawe was submitted by the Convener
of the Committee on the Reception of Ministers, who moved :—That the
Petition be sent to the Preshytery of Melhourne North.

The motion was duly seconded.

“
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Tt was moved as an amendment by the Rev. Professor Adam and duly
seconded :—That all the words after the word *¢ibat” be omitted, with the
view of inserting the words : * the prayer of the Petition be granted.”

The amendment was rejected.

It was moved as an amendment by the Rev. A. Stewart and duly
seconded :—That the followiug words be added to the motion :—* and that
the Reception Committee be empowered to deal finally with any report of
the Presbytery received by it.”

Tle amendment was rejected.

The motion was rejected.

(10) The Report intimated that the Rev. W, C. Fleming, B.A., way
received by the Committee under Section A of the Regulations from the
Preshyterian Church of England,

{7) The Report of the Reception Committee relative to the ordination
of an Evangelist was submnisted by the Convener, who woved :—

That the Presbytery of Sydney be ewpowered to ordain Mr. Hugh
Paton to the office of an Evangelist under appointment of the Evangelistic
Committee in the Presbyterian Churell of New South Wales, after suitable
trials, including a sermon on some text and a lecture on soine passage of
Seriptnre duly prescribed and sustained Ly the said Presbytery, aud on
assurance of suitable provision made for lis support ; that as an ordained
evangelist Ma. Paton be authorised to preach the Word and to administer
the Sacrament under the authovity of any duly constituted Kirk Session ;
thut he be entitled to sit us an associate member of any Presbytery that
may he pleased to associnte him, but that he be not entitled to receive
a call to a settled charge, nor to beiwlucted into such charge without
fresh veference by and sanction from the General Assembly of the Presby-
terian Church of Australia.

It wos moved as an amendmeut by the Rev. Drv. Burgess and duly
seconded :—That all the words after the words < Mr. Hugh Paton’ be
omitted with a view of inserting the words : “ as an Evangelist, such ordina-
tion to carry with it all the rights and privileges of the pastoral office.”

The debate was adjourned,

108. Mr. J. Brrrcuners submitted, Ly leave of the House, the The moderators

motion of which he had given natice in the following form :—That the
Assembly request the Capital Fund Committee to endeavour to evolve some
scheme to raise sufficient funds to enable the Moderator to visit the distant
States when considered desirable by him,

The wotion was seconded by the Rev. JJ. A. Lee and approved.

108. THe OvVERTGRE relative to a Hand-buok on Presbyterianism jiong ook,

was introduced by the Rev. John Gray.
Clause 3 of the deliverance on the Report on Public Questions was
considered with the Overture.
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[t was moved by the Rev. John Gray and seconded by the Rev. A,
Stewart:—That the Assembly sustain the Overture and appoint a com-
mittee to consider such Hand-books on the doctrine and polity of the
Presbyterian Church as at present exist, and to determine as to whether it
is wise to select one or more of these for adoption by the Assembly; or, if
thought more desirable, to arvange for the preparation of one or more new
M and-books to be submitted to the Assembly for approval before being
issued,

The motion was approved and the following committee appointed in
terms thereof :—Rev. Johu Gray (Convener), T}r. Meiklejohn, Principal
Harper, Alex 8tewart, Professor Adawm, John Ferguson, A. J. Wade, W.
€. Radcliffe and Mr. Robert Robertson.

110. Thr AsseMBLY adjourned, to inect to-morrew at 10 w.m,, which
having been publicly intimated, the Sederunt was closed with prayer.

THIRTEENTH SEDRDERUNT,
At Sydney, and within St. Stephen's Church, Philip Street, the tth day of
October, 1910, at 10 a.n.

111. THE ASSEMBLY met pursuant to adjeurnment, and was conslituted
with reading the Seriptures and prayer,

[12. Tuue Minoures of the Eleventh and Tweltth Sederunts were
confirned.

113. Tue MoDeRaTOR read 2 letter from Archdeacon Lefroy relative
to the Mission to the Aborigines.

Tt was moved by the Rev. John Ferguson :—That the Assembly veceive
the letter aud thank Archdeacon Lefroy for the same and further rvefer the
Communication to the Board of Missions.

The motion was duly seconded and approved.

114. THE debate on the case of Mr. Hugh Paton | (7) Reception of
Members] was resumed.

The amendment of Dr. Burgess was rejected.

It was moved as an amendment by Mr. A, L. Pryde and duly
seconded :—That the clause of the motion referring to “ trials” be omitted.

The amendment was rejected.

The motion was approved {Minute 107).

116. TueE OverTure relative to marriage with a deceased wife’s
sister was introduced by the Rev. A, J. Wade.
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In accordance with notice, the Rev, Principal Harper moved :—

(1) That the Overture be received, and the whole subject be remitted
to a Committee to consider all that is involved in the chunge proposed, and
to report to next Goneral Assembly.

{2) That the relation of the Presbyteriun Church of Australia to
the marriage laws of the various States be referred to the same Committee,
that it may draw up divections to Ministers which will secure uniformity
of practice in the Chureh’s action in regard to divoreed persons,

The motion was seconded by the llev. Thomas Shanks.

It was moved as an amendment by the Rev. A. J. Wade and seconded
by Mr. Woodside :—That all the words after the word ¥ Overture * be
omitted with the view of inserting the words “be sustained ; and it be
declared that those of our people who contract such marviages in a regular
manner shall vetain their tull standing and privileges as church members,
and that while any minister may refuse to solemnise such marviages, those

who have no conscientious objections thereto, shall be at liberty so to do.
The amendment was rejected.

The motion was approved, and the following committee appointed in
terms thereof :—-Rev. Profassor Skene, Rev. Professor Adamn, Rev. Professor
Clouston, Rev. Professor Harper (convener), Rev. De. Meiklejohn, Rev. J,
Ferguson, Rev. J. Kemp Bruce, Rev. G. Tait, Rov. J. Walker, Rev, J,
Gray, Rev. P. J. Murdoch, Rev. A, J. Wade, HKev. J. Gibson (Q.), llon. J.
Balfour, Hon. J. Garland, d. 3. Campbel), Esq., T. W. Fleming, Esq.

116, Trne Committee relative to an alternative subject to Hebrew for
Home Mission Agents veported that the Committee vecommend the
Assembiy to adopt the following resolutions :—

(1) That the Assenbly resolve that Stopford Brooke’s Primer on English
Litevature be substituted as an alternative subject to Hebrew in the
Entrance Examination for Home Mission Agents.

(2)  That the Assembly resolve that in vegard to the lxit Examination,
it be left to the two Professors of Hebrew tu suggest a subject as an
alternative to examination in the Hebrew language.

117. Tv was agreed that the next wmeeting of the Geaeral Assembly
of Australin Le beld in the Assembly Hall, Cullins Street, Melbourne, on
the fourth Wednesday of September, 1912, at 7 p.m.

118. DBy leave of the House, the Rev. Principal Harper submitted
the wotion of which he had given notice in the following form :—

That it is desirable that o Commission of Assembly be appointed, and
that 2 Committee be appouinted to draw up regulations as to its powers, &e.,
to report to next Assembly; the Committee to be the Clerk of Assenbly,
Rev. Professor Adam, Rev. A. Stewart, Rev, Dr. Meiklejohn, Rev. W, C.

Radeliffe, Rev. R. G. McIntyre, and the maver.—The mover, convener.
The motion was duly seconded and approved.

Alternative to
lebrew,

Comnmission of
Aysembly.
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139. IT was agieed to clothe the College Committee and the Board

Committeeand of Missions with Assembly powers on matters wighiu their respective

Board of
Missions,

Innnigration
Committee.

Home Mission
Training
Scheme.

Alteration in
Pasis of Union,

Buxiness
Commiittee.

spheres.

3120. Tur Home Mission Committee was uppointed the General
Iimwigration Committee.

121. Tue Home Mission Committee was instructed to revise the
Home Mission Training Scheme in accordance with alterations made by the
General Assembly and veport to next General Assembly.

122. Ter Hon. Jas. Balfour submitted the following motion, of
which Mir. J. M. Campbe!l had given notice:—That all alterations in
the Basi» of Union and Articles of Agreement already and hereafter to be
made be engrossed on parchment. certified to by the Moderator and Clerk
of Assembly, with a statement of the steps taken to make the alteration,
and annexed to the original Deed of Uunion.

The motion was seconded by Mr. A. L. Pryde.

It was moved as an ameadment by My. Wi, Wood and seconded by
Dr. Burgess :-—That the motion be referred to the Procurator and Law
Agent of the Church, with instructions to report to next Assembly.

The amendment was rejected.

The motion was appraved.

123. Tue foliowing were appointed the Business Committee to
arrange for business necessary to be done previous to the meeting of next
Assembly : The Cleck, the Law Agent, Rev. John Burgess, Dr. Harpers
Di. Clouston, R. G. Melatyre (Convener) and Mr. Win. Wood.

124. It was agreed that the cordial thanks of the Assembly be given
to the Minister and Office-bearers of St. Stephen’s Clreh; to the Hospi.
tality Committee of the Presbyterian Chuvch of New South Wales; to the
ladies of the Presbytertan Women's Missionary Association: and to all
others who have so generously and graciously exercised hospitality towards
members of Assembly.

125. Tuw Minurks of the Thirteenth Sederunt were confivmed.

128, Tur business of the General Assembly being  coucluded, the
Moderator delivered a brief closing address.

The Assewbly joined in singing the last three verses of the 122nd
Psalm, after which the Moderator, baving intimated thar, in pursuance of
the Gencral Assembly’s appointment, the General Assembly of Australia
will be holdeu in the Assembly Hall, Collins Street, Melbourne, on the
fourth Wednesday of September, 1912, at 7 p.mn.

The Session was closed with the Benediction.

Signed in the name and by authority of the General Assembly of the

Presbyteriau Church of Australia.
W. 8. ROLLAND, Moderatot.

GEORGE TAIT, Clerk,

_-“bs__




GOMMITTEES OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY.

JUDICIAL COMMISSION.

Rev. John Burgess, M.A., . 1. !
T. E. Clouston, B.A., D.D. :
Principal Harper, M.A., D.D.
Professor Macintyre, M. A., B.1).
J. C. McDonakl, M.A.

J. K. Bruce

Professor Rentoul, M.A., ) [
Professor Adam, M.A., B.I»
George Tait, M. A.

Alex. Stewart, M. A,

P. J. Muadoch, M. A.

J. Gray, M.A

GGeo. Ewan

J. Gibson, M. A.

W. C. Budeliffe, B.A.

J. Walker, M. A., B.1}.
James Bary

A. McCarlie

A.J. Wade

Rev. John Fergugon
J. F. Macrue
John Walker
Alex. Hay, D.1).
(teorge Davidson, .12
Alex. Crow
Hon. James Balfour
Dr. J. H. MacFarland
Mr. J. A. Aitken
4. H. Balfour
John Kirkland
ieo, Kerr
J. M. Camphell
Longmove
John Candlish
Johin Ross
A, (. Prondfoot
William Taylor
T. W. Fleming

THE RIGHT REV. THE MODERATOR, {hairman.
ABSESSORS.

Rev. R. Steel, M. A.
C. A, White, B. A
H. Robertson, B. A.

Rev. B.J. H. MeGowan
W. H. Ash
T. R. Cairns, ..
A, Stewart, M. A,
W. M. M. Alexander ’
M. Kivkpatrick, B. A,
J. Heyer, M.A.
. J. Petherick
James Cosh
William Traser

BOARD OF

Rev. J. Mathew, M. A, 5.1
. Meiklejohn, 1. D.
Mo J. H. Beatzon

MISSIONS.
Rev, J. Gray
W. Gray
13, Davidszon, D. D.
F. H. L. Paton, M A.. B.D.
Mr. W. & Park
Willinm: Wood
A. Ryers
J. McKinnon
Cnlonel Goodlet
Mr. B, K. Gillespie

ReEv. ALEXANDER STEWART, Convener.

STANDING COMMI!TTEES.
I. -THE CODE.

Rev. John Burgess, M. A., D.1n
R. (3. Macintyre, M. A, B.In
P..J. Murdorh, M. A.
Gearge Tait, M.A.
R, Kerr
J. Russell
W. Agnew
W. M. M. Alexunder
W, Bweyn Macqueen
Hume Rohertson

Rev. W. C. Radelitfe

J. Barr

W, Gray
Hon. J. Gavland, M. A, L. LB, K.C.
Mre. Willian Wood

Jo ML Camplell

John A. Aitken

A, Prondfuot

T. W. Fleming

W, P Weller

THr CLERK and MR. J. M. CaMmpBELL, Joint-Conveners.




Rev. J. Fergusou
Robert Kay, M. 3.

Dr. Meiklejohn, 1) 13

J. Mathew, M.A | B,
R. M. Fergus, .\].A.,
A. R. Osborn, M. A.
F. Oxer, MLA,, B.1).
J Lundie, B.A.

J. Gibson, AL AL

George Davidson, D,
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11.—COLLEGE.
Rev. i. K. Bruce
Robert Steel, M. A.

J.

) (o

0
1. ¢ [l};)nald M.A

B.D. (,emge Tait, M, A.
C. A. White, B.A.
F. Milne, M.A., B.D).
w.C Ra.deliﬁ'c, B.A.
| De. J. H. McFarland
D,

REvs. DR. MEIKLEJOHN and J. MATHEW. }joint-Conveners.

REV. IKE»MP

].

Rev. Dr. Clouston

John Ferguson

Dr. Harper

D. A. Cameron. M. A.
M. AL
J. Meiklejoln, M.A.,

P J. Murdoch,

George Jwan

J. Barr

J. H. Fordyee, M. &,
Rohert. Steel, M. 4.

Mr. Jahn Cameron
Johu Kirkland
AN Lang

Colopel J. H. GGaodlet

Mr, William Waod

Rev, H, Roberison

Dr. J. H. MacFarland

Hon. Jas. Balfour
A, McLellan

Rev. W, C. Radclitte

BRUCE, Convener, New South Wales Section.

Jil.—_HOME MISSION.

Rev. .JJ. C. McDonald. M. 3
Professor Adam, M.A., B 1.
John Walker
Macrae Stewart
A J. Wade
(x. C. Love

Mr. William Wood
R. J. Shilliday
R. K. Giillespie
Rabert Robertson

Jonx Frrcevson, Convener.

—'FINANCE

Homn. James Muardech
Caprain Uraig
Mr, W. G Geikie

G, Crane
Bev. Dr. Marshall
Mr. T. J. iulay

A. L. Pryde
Rev. A. Ntewart
Mr. T. W. Tassie

..

Riv.

CoLonNEL GeoDLET. Convener

¥.—RECFEPTION OF MINISTERS.

Rev., . Clouston
John Auld, M. A,
R. . Macintyre. M.
Dr. Dill-Macky
Dr. Meiklejohn

Professor Skene, M. A,
Professor Rentoul, M. \
P. J. Murdoch, M. A.
W, C. Radcliffe. B.A

Alex. MeKinlay

13. M. Barnet, B. A,
R. Miller, B. A,

J. Steele

C, A, White, B.A.
H. Roberlson
George Uarson

A. W. Butler

W. 3. Rolland

J. 8. Maedonald »
R. M. Fraser

Rev.

REvs. C. AL W

A, B.D.

Rev. J. Walker, M.A., B.D
John Scott
A. MecCarlie
Dr. JEarper
Professor Adam, M, A.

7 John Walker
.. A, J. Wade
| W. H. Cooper, B.D,
] T. Shanks, B.D.
Me. A, L. Pryde
Rev. A, McKivray, Convener. B

vl —STATISTICS
! . R. W. Macaulzy, B. A,
Dr. Burgess
J. ¥. Macrae
’ J. Heyer
! R. Kerr
i W. Gray
Mr. A, S Lang
David Walker
8. .J. Carruthers
(. 8. MacKay

HITE, and HUME RORFRTSOXN, Joint-Conveners.




Rev.

SPECIAL COMMITTEES,

I.—FEDERATION OF PROTESTANT CHURCHES.

J. Kemp Bruce

e, Ciouston

R. K. Davies, M.A,
John Edwards

th. Harper

Jawes Kinghorn
Jamws Lamont, F.L.S.
R. G. Maclntyre, M. 4., B.D.
Dr. Kinross

John Walker

R. H. Waugl, M. A
R. Scott-West

C. A. White, R.A.
Dr, Dunlop

Colonel Goondlet
Mr. William Affleck

Jehn Kirkland
W. G. Crane

Dr. Robertson
Mr. W. Wood

Rev.

J. H. Beatson

Dr. Cairns

W. Fraser, B.A.

W. G Maconochie, M.A.
J. Mathew, M. A, D). K.
Dr. Meiklejohn

P. J. Murdoch, M_A.

A. R. Osborn, M. A,

H. Robertson

A, Stewnrt, M.A.

Hon. James Balfour
Mr. T. J. ¥inlay

Rev.

R. Gillespie

W. F. Greenwoml
D. Love

Dr. Hay

A. Gillisen, M. A.
D. MecLennan
W. 8. Macqueen
Jas. MeQueen

Rev. 8. Martin
W. C. Radclifie. B.A.
R. H. Roberts
Peter Robertson
Rev. .JJ. M. R. Dale
My, Jas. Allen
D. Ewart
(ieorge Hall
A. 8. Lang
A, MceKellar
J. 8. Sword
George Stupart
Res. (¢, Davidson. M. 3.
G, C. Love, MLA,, B.I),
T. 8hanks, M_A., B.D.
R. Thompson
A.J. Wade
Mv. A. H. Brysou
T W, Fleming
R. Gilehrist
Professor Rennie
Mr. T. W. Tassie
Rev. W. Reck
J. D Brown

F. E. Oxer. M.A., K. .

J. G, Millar
Mr. F. Rurbury

. McKinuon
Hon. 1. Murdoch
Mr. J. K, Reid

F. Williams

J. Wright
Rev. A, Crow

J H. Fordy::e. LA

AL & C. James

A, McCarlic
Dr. 8. Maeanlay
M. R. Bracks

F A, Moseley

R. Rohertson

The Moderator, Clerk, and Law Officers, members «r afficio.
Dr. CrousToN, Convener.

1II.-PUBLIC QUESTIONS.

Rigbt Rev. the Moderator

Rev.

With the Clerk and the Moderators and the Clerks of the State Assemblies.
The Executive to consist of the members from the State to which the

Dr. Bruce

J. Burgess, M.A.
John Fergnson
Principal Harper
Dr. Rentoul

Hon. Jumes Balfour
Mv. John Cameron
T. W, Fleming
Calonel Goodlet
Rev, C. H. Talbot

Moderator belongs.

THE Ri1GcHT REV. THE MODERATOR, Convener,
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IIEL.—SABBATH SCHOOL BYMNAL.

Rev. W M. M. Alexander Rev. Jas. Steele, M, A.
W, H. Ash W. Wishart
L Crane D. Macrae Stewart
R. E. Davies, M. A, T, J. Smith, M. A.
R. M, Fergus. M. A, Jno. Walker
J. Heyer, M. A. R, H. Waungh, M AL
J Lamont, F.I1.8, C. A. White, B.A.
Joseph Lundie, 1. 4. Mi. M. F. Culliford
W. 5. Macqueen Lachlan Fraser
J. Mathew, M.oA., B, W, F. Greenwnad
R. Mitchell (8. A} E. H. Hume
R. Miller A Jacksan
F. E. Oxer, M.A., B.D. J. MacIntere
W, &, Rolland P. D, MeCormack
Hume Robertson, B.A. Robert. Rahertson
J.F. Robertson, M. A. (3. A. Steel

REV. W. H. AsrR Convener.

IV.—RELIGION AND MORALS AND SABBATH SCHOOLS.

Conveners of the State of Religion Committees in {Jucensland, New South
Wales, Victoria and Tasmania ; the Convener of the Comnittee on ¢ Life and Work ”
in South Australia ; the Convener of the Muoderator’s Conimiltee in Western Australia,
and the Conveners of the Sabbath Schoal (lommittees of State Assemblies.

REv. W. S. RoLLaxD, Convener.

V.——“RECORD.”

The Conveners of the Sabbath School Committees of the State Assemblies.
REvV. ®. S. RorLraxn, Convener.

VI.—DIRECTORY OF PUBLIC WORSRHIP.

Rev. J. Kinghorn Mr. W. G Geikie
John Ferguson Ih. Marden
R. Steele, M. A. i Mr. 8. J. Carruthers

J. K. Bruee |
REV. }. KINGHORN, Convener.

VIL--SITES IN FEDERAL CAPITAL.

Hon. Jas. Balfour | Mr. William Wood
¢olonel Goodlet, ,

VIII. —BUSINESS COMMITTEE.

The Clerk Rev, R. (i, Macintyre
The Law Agent Br. Cloustan
Rev. John Burgess, D.1). Mr. William Wood

Dr. Harper
REv. R. G. MACINTYRE, Convener.

IX.—TO NOMINATE THE MODERATOR OF NEXT ASSEMBLY,

The Moderator and ex-Moderators of the General Assembly and the
Moderators of the State Assemblies who are in office.

TrE Rt Rev, THE  obersator, Convener,
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X.--SPIRITUAIL INDEPENDENCE.

Joln Burgess

Dr. Clouston

4G Mebonald
Professor Macintyre
Principal Harper
C. A, White

R. Scott West

W. Sweyn Maequeen
Dr, Merrington
Rohert Steel

Citonel (3oodlet
Mr. Jobn Garlaud

Rev.

Rev.

Rev.

J. AL Aitken
John Kirkland
Professor Adam
Dr. Meiklejohn
P. J. Murdoeh
John Walker
A. Gillison

J. F. Macrae

Hev. A. Stewart
George Tait
Dr. McCay
I. Machew
F. A. Hagenaner
Dr. Hay
W, C. Radlelifte
R. Kerr
Peter Robertson
Juntes Gibson (Brishane)
John Russell
W. Gray
F. E. Oxer
Mv, J. M. Campbell
A, G, Proudfoot,
Dr. MacFarland
Hon. James Balfour
Mr. Robert Gillespie
D. Stovrer, M.H.R,
T. W. Fleming

Rev. P..J. Murpiect, Convener,

X1 —EVANGELISTIC COMMITTEE.

James (ibson (Brisbane)
P. Rubertson

G. Ewan

Anygus King

R..J. H. Mctiowan
J. Lamont

James Kingshorn
Dr. Merrington

. A, White

J. Crookston

J. F. Macrae

Johu Walker

W. 8. Rolland

D. Ross

A. Stewart

J. Heyer

J. Russell

(. Davidson

W. Michael Sinith

Revs. A, Stewakt axp C. A,

XIL -CAPITAL FUND FOR

John Walker

Dr. Meiklejohn

A J. Wade

James (zibson (Brisbane)
J. Heyer

A. McCarlie

Professor Adam

W, Agnew

Rev. 4. J. Wade
A McCarlie
A, Crow
Dr. Macauley
Hon. Jas. Balfour
Professorr Darnley Naylor
Rennie
Mr. A, 8. Lang
James Allan
Colonel Goodlet
Mr. J. H. Beatson
W, Wood
R. Gillespie
D. Love
Gao. Kerr
F. Bucbury
T. W. Flemiung
R, Robertson
br. T. G. Camphell

Wurte, Juint Conveners.

ASSEMBLY EXPENSES.

Bev. W, C. Radcliffe

J. Barr
Hon. Jas. Balfour
Professor Darnley Naylor
Colonel Goodlet
Mr. William Woad

Gea, Kerr

W, (. Geikie

Rev. Joux WaLkEer, Convener,
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F. E. Oxer
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H. W. Burridge
James McQueen
R. (i. McIntyre

Revs. H. RonerTsox aND W, M.

/. John Gray

Dr. Meikiejohn
Principal Harper
Alex. Stewart
Professor Adam

Professor Skene
Professor Adam
Professor Cloustn
Principal Harper
Dr. Meikiejohn
John Ferguson

J. Kemp Bruce
Gearge Tait
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XIIL.—YEAR BOOK.

Rev. A. J. Wade
N W. M. M. Alexander
H. Robertson
L Wm. Wood

XIV.—HAND-BOOK.

[ Rev. John Ferguson
A, J. Wade
W. C. Radeliffe
Mr. Robert Rohertson

REv. Jons Gray, Convener,

XV.--MARRTAGE,

Rev, John Walker
John Gray
. J. Murdoch
A. J. Wade
J. (iibson (Q.)
Hon. James Balfour
Hon. J. Garland
Mr. J. M. Campbell
T. W. Fleming

Prixciral. Harrvek, Caonvener.

XVI.—COMMISSION OF ASSEMBLY.

T'he Clerk
Rev. Professor Adam

A. Stewnrt
Dr. Meiklejohn

Rev. W. C. Radelifte
R. (t, Macintyre
Prinecipal Harper

Privciral. Harrer, Convener.

M. ALEXANDER, -Joint Conveners.
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ADDRESS TO THE KING.

TO HIS MOST GRACIOUS MAJESTY, GEORGE V.

(By the Grace of God King of Great Britain and Ireland and the British
1Yominions over the Seas, Emperor of India).

May it please Your Majesty—

In the name of the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church of Australia, now
meeting in Sydney, New South Wales, we beg Jeave to express our profound loysalty
and attackment to Yonr Majesty's Person and Throne. At this, our first meeting after
the death of our beloved Bdward VIL, your Royal and distinguished father, we respect-
fully offer you the sympathy of this Church. is loss to the Empire and to the world
has been deeply felt. His uprightness, his graciousness of manner, his wisdom, his high
sense of duty, made him the foremost influence for the amity of nations and the peace of
the world.

This Church rejoices that Your Majesty has succeeded to the Throne, and that you
bring to the excrcise of its powers nol only the high privilege of a noble ancestry, but
a personal character of acknowledged worth and a personal acquaintance with every
part of Your Majesty’s Dominions,

It is the humble prayer of this Church that Almighty God may grant that Yonr
Majesty’s reign be long and prosperous, that Your Majesty’s vast dominions inay evjoy
the hlessings of gaod government. and develop in ever-increasing fulness the virtues
and advantages of Christian civilization, and that the Divine blessing may rest upon
your Royal Consort, QQueen Mary, the Queen Mother, and all the members of the
Royal Family,

In the name of the General Assembly of the Preshyterian Church of Australia.
W, 8 ROLLAND, Moderator.

Sydney, New Sonth Wales, GEORGE TAIT, M.A., Clerk.
Sth October, 1910,

ADDRESS TO THE GOVERNOR-GENERAL.

1O HIS EXCELLENCY LEARL DUDLLY,
Govermnor-General of the Commonwealth of Australia.

May it please Your Excellency—

On behalf of the (ieneral Assewbly of the Presbyterian Church of Australia, now
assembled in Syduey, New South Wales, we desire to approach Your Excellency amnl
respectiully express vur warmest regard.

Profoundly loyal to the Throue and Person of His Majesty King George V., we
rejoice that, in the person of his representative in authority here, we are privileged to
have one, who, by long association with Imperial interests and with wide sympathies
with the well-being of His Majesty’s subjects in other parts of the Realm, will uphold
the high character of his office.

We crave permission also Lo express our high regard for your noble Lady, the
Countess of Dudley, whose fine mind and true womanly instinets have already won a
large place in the hearts of the people in the Conimonweaith. Her earnest desire for,
and energetic efforts in, a plan for the care und nursing of the sick and suffering in the
country and remote parts of the Commonwealth have already made her name a
household word.

We earnestly pray that the Divine guidance and hlessing may be granted to youn
in your personal, domestic and pnblic experience.

In the name of the (eneral Assembly of the I’resbylerian Church of Anstralia.

W, 8. ROLLAND, Moderator.

Sydney, (xEORGE TAIT, M.A., Clerk.
Sth October, 1910.
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I
OVERTURES.

§
OVERTURE ANENT COMMITTEE ON IMMIGRANTS,
Transmitted by the Presbytery of Adelaide.

Whereas in view of the increasing number of immigrants arriving in Auastralia,
and everything pointing to a further large influx of people into the Commonwealth

during the next few years from the Home country, it is of vital importance that onr

Church should get into touch with themi immediately : the Assembly is hereby
overtured to take this matter into consideration and to appoint a strong committee to
deal with the whole guestion on the following lines

1. To communicate with the Colonial Committees of the Home Churches so that if
possible direet information in advance may be obtained about Presbyteriau emigrants
leaving for Aunstralia.

2. To arrange with the Home Mission Committees of each State Assembly for the
establishment of a welecoming agent at cach principal port.

3. To appeal for sueh assistance as may be found necessary for the weaker State
Churcbes in coping with the work.

The Rev. A. J. Wade was appointed to support the Overturve,

GEORGE DAVIDSON, Clerk.

2
OVERTURE ANENT SABBATH-SCHOOL LESSONS.
Transmitted by the Preshytery of Adelaide.

Whereas each State Assembly has its own scheme of lessuns for use in the Sabbath
School 5 and whereas some State Assemblies may hesitate to draw up schemes on their
own account ; and whereas in the Intcrnational 8.8. lessons which are in general use
therc is neither provision for instruction in the Shorter Catechism nor special appro-
priateness to our needs ; it is humbly overtured to the Venerable the (General Assembly
of Australia to take these premises into consideration and to issue a secheme for use in
all achouls throughout the Chureh, or otherwise deal with the matteras the Asscnbly
in their wisdom may deem fit.

The Rev. Thomuas Shanks was appointed to support the Overture,

GEORGE DAVIDSON, Clevk.

3
OVERTURE ANENT MARRIAGE WITH DECEASED WIFE'S SISTER.
Transmitted by the Prestytery of Adeluide.

Whereas marriage with deceased wife's sister has been for years legal in the States
of the Commonwealth, and whereas in view of the diversity of opinion on this question
existing in the Chureh, especially as to the right of our ministers to celebrate such
narriages, and the Church-membership of those of owr people who contract them, it is
humbly overtured that the Venerable the General Assembly of the resbyterian Church
of Australis will take these premises into consideration, and, following the example of
the Home Churches, declare that those entering into snch marriages in a regular manner
may retain their full standing and privileges as Charch members ; and that, while any
minister is entitled to refuse to solemnisa such marriages, those who have no conscien-
tious objections thereto shall be regarcded as at liberty so to do.

GEORGE DAVIDSON, Clerk of Presbytery.
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OVERTURE ANENT THE ANNUAL UNIVERSAL WEEK OF PRAYER
FOR 1911,

Transnitted hy the Presbhytery of Melbowrne North.

Whereas since 1846 the Fvangelical Alliance lias organised an Avnual Universal
Week of Prayer, which has been observed in many places with great advantage to all
partaking therein ; it is humbly overtured the {ieneral Assembly of Australia to com-
wmend this matter to all our Congregations, to request our Preachers to make uze of
the table of suggested topica, and to endeavour to bring Christian people together for
united and specially-directed prayers. Or to take such other steps as the (feneral
Assembly in its wisdom may think fit.

The Rev. John Gray, B.D., and Jolin Mathew, B.D,, were appninted to support
the Overture.

WM M. ALEXANDER, Clerk,

B
OVERTURE ANENT A PRESBYTERIAN TIANDBOOK FOR THE YOUNG,
Transmitted by the Preshylery of Meltbourne Novth.

Whereas help would he given at the present time to the establishing of the faith of
the members of our Congregations and the instructing of our Young People, especially
in Bible Classes, by our Church preparing and publishing a short statement of the things
most surely believed among us, along with a hrief account of the polity of the
Presbyterian Church :

It is hereby humbly overtured the Venerable the General Assembly of the Presby-
terian Church of Australinappointed to meet in Sydney on the 285th day of September.
1910, 10 take these premises into consideration and to appoint & Committee to prepare
such a summary, with instructions to submit the same for approval to the next
Assembly, or todo otherwisge as in ivs wisdom it may determine.

The Rey, John Grag, B.D., and John Mathew, [3.1)., were appointed to support
the Overture.

W. M. M. ALEXANDRER, Clerk.

6
OVERTURE ANENT STUDENTS FROM THE HOME CHURCHES.

Pransmitted by the Preshytery of Rockhampton.

Wheveas the Presbyterian Church fn all its branches has always deemed it of the
highest importance that candidates for its Ministry should be liberally educated in
literature and philosophy, and especially in the Iangnages of Holy Scripture as well as
in the various branches of Theology.

Whereas the circumstances o% Austrahia in regard to the rapid increase and wide
digpersion of population render it impossible that the Ministry of the Charch can be
sufficiently recruited from tlhie Australian Church itself—a circumstance specially true
of Queenslandand Western Australia ; and

Whereas the rapid and wide extension<of education renders it more and more
important thatthe Ministry of the Church should be as highly educated as possible ;

It is therefore humbly overtured to the Venerable the (feneral Assembly by the
Prechytery of Rockhampton, in the State of Queensland,

That the Ifome Churches be urgently requesterl to encourage and facilitate the
emigration to Australia of graduates of the Universities and other students who have
completed their curriculum in arts and philosophy or science, with the view to their
being employed in Home Mission work or char%es, and prosecuting their sindies in
theology under the Australian Church, until qualified for advancement to the full status
of the Minisiry,

The Preshytery appointed its representatives in the Assembly to support the
Overture.

ALEXANDER HAY, Clerk of Presbytery.
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REPORTS.

=l

ALLFANCE OF THE REFORME{ CHURCHES HOLDING THE
PRESBYTERTAN SYSTEM.

ANNUVAL REport T0 THE CHURCHES oF THE HasTERY SEcTioN, 1909-11), prisesTED
TO TiLE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF AUSTRALIA,

The Bxecutive Commission of the Alliance, Eastern Section, beg respectfully to
present to yonr Venerable Court, the following brief narrative respecting matters of
interest to our Churches during the past year.

The outstanding incident in the history of our Alliance, during the past year, has
been the assembling in New York of its Ninth General Council. Local conditions reudered
it imperative that the meeting should be held during the month of June, though it was
known that that date wounld not be eonvenient for the <elegates of cither section. Those
in the Western Section had by that date hardly returned tfrom a journey, ofttinies of
thonsands of miles, in attending theivown {ieneral Assembly gatherings, while for
brethreit living near New York and in the city itself, the seasou for their summer
vacation would have commenced, and families be widely scattered. For the Eastern
Section the season was even less convenient. No representative of the Coutinental
Churches conld be present, nor any from the Presbyterian Churches of Ireland or of
Wales, as the annual meetings of their Charch Assemblies were being held in thag
same month.  Much as the Council suffered through the ahsence of brethren from these
Churches, it was gl‘atif{ing that so ma.niy delegates were present, while the audiences
were exceptionally good. A number of the papers presented to the Conncil naturally
dealt with the work and influence of John Calvin,  Other papers were on impartant
present-day topics, but as all these papers have heen printed inthe usnal volume of
“ The Proceedings of the Couneil,” it is not necessary to say ntore abont them.

It may, however, be mentioned that the Council received from the REvangelical
Reformed Church of Hungary—the largest Presbyterian Church in the Old World, and
one whose history dates back to the time of Calvin himseli—an application for
admission into the Alliance. At an early peviod. a portion of Hungary came under
Unitarian inflnences, and the districts so aflected —ehielly Transylvania—have remained
so to the preseot day.  The Hungarian Church, though thus always confronted withTa
strong Unitarian community, has remained faithfol to the doctrinal teaching of the
Second Helvetic Confession, and is to-day earnestly desirous of a revived spiritual life
amonyg her people. We welcome her into vuc great Unity, and trust that chis closer
connection hetween her and the other Presbyterian Churches of the world may be feuit-
ful of much good to all.

Another application, and a most intercsting ove, came from the newly-formed
Christian Church of Korea, Tt is very desivable that the vewly-formed Preshyterian
Churches, whose members previously belonged to heathendom, should as soon as
possible be brought into connection with the older Churches of their own faith aud
order, and 80 it was extremely gratifying to the Council to receive this application.
It is hut a8 yesterday siuce the first Christian missionavies were allowed by the Korean
Government to enter that land ; and now when this community sought recognition by
the Council as a Preshyterian Chureh, it reported a communicant church membership
of 18,000 adults, each of whom was a convert to the Chuistian religion. Of a truth, the
ends of the earth are remembering and turning unto the Lord.

The Evangelical movement in Russia continues to advance alike in organization and in
activity, and we trust that the re-actionary agencies, still so strong, may be kept in check
by means of the Imperial Ediet in favour of religious liberty. The Presbyterian move-
ment in the Crimea i3 becoming more perfectly organised, and gives mueh reason for
anticipating that when svangelists of Russian nationality and training take the place of
men of foreign nationalities, the progress of the Gospel may be more assured than is
possible under present conditions,
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In Spain, where our Presbyterian Churches and Mission Agencies continue their
working, the inflnence of the Clericals is visibly shaken,—incidents occurring that a
few years ago had been absolutely impossible.  Thus a short time ago, a member of the
Evangelical Church was elected Alealds or Mayor of the Municipality in which he
lived, despite the intense opposition of the Jesuit party. In France, a great contest is
heing tought ont between the Government and the Church of Rome on the subject of
Education. Under recent legislation, the public schools, heing National or Lay, the
teaching requires to be non-religious, but may be ethical. The Roman Catholie Church
knowing that there is little likelihood of the children becoming connected with it at a
later date, unless they are trained by it from their earliest days, is waging a two-foid
war. [t complains that the school books in ordinary use are uot o much non-religious
as anti-religious, and then, in the alleged interests of the parcnts, demands that the
veligion of the parents shall ag formerly be taught 1n the schocls. The Government has
agreed to make sujtable corrsetions in the school books, but refuses the claim of the
Hierarchy to be again the Teachers of the Nation. The French Reformed Church

Ivangelical, notwithatanding financial difficulties owing to ils loss of the Jarge subsidy
it had received from the Government, coutinues its evangelistic activity, and during
the last winter has carried on an extensive and thorough vigitation of its congregations.
Numerous meetings have been held,—in general purely ovangelistic, but at times con-
troversial, not as against Ronie, but as against the rationalism and infidelity which pre-
vail so extensively in Franes, This is the first time iu all its history that this Chureh
lins engaged in aunch a work, and one may well watch the progress of the movement with
prayerful interest and sympathy.

The anmmal week of prayer on behalf of Foreign Missions will eommence this year
on Monday, November 28th. Your Venerable Court is asked to renew the reconnen-
dation of former years, by commending its observance to yonr congregations and
ministers.

ALEXANDER STEWART, Chairman.

G. D. MATHEWS, (feneral Secretary.
London, March, 1910.

2
REPORT OF THE BOARD OF MISSIONS, 1909-10.

The event of the year has been the World Missionary Conference in Edinburgh
from June 14th to 23rd. In its deliberations practically the whole of Bible-following
Chiristendom took part.  One aunthority has deelared it actually the greatest Couneil
since the first century. Itsreports were weighty, its speaking eloguent, its numbers
and its meetings impressive ; but its inward worth and most permanent value to the
Kingdom of Gnd lay in its undeniable testimony to the unity of the really Christian
Chucch.  On the mission field we have ‘“oune Body, one Spivit and one Hope of our
calling, one Lord, one Faith, one Baptism, and one Gl and Father of all.”  The nnity
of the evangelical Chureh having broken through and become visible in this congpicuouns
place and manner can never again be so veiled and misunderstood as it has been, but
will grow in influence on the thought and lives of wmen, hastening forward the
fulfilment of Christ’s prayer that the unity of His Chureh way be made visible and the
world be led by the sight into the faith of His mission from the Father. The Assembly
is asked to give special audience Lo such of ils delegates as may have returned in Line
to be heard.

The Mission work done duaring the vear in the Assembly’s field in North Quecns-
land, and by the varvious churches under its contrel in their several spheres, has Leen
on the whole marked by progress and 2 fine spirit of hopefuiness.  Owr Chnrches have
shared in the growing interest and enthustasm of the time for the winning of the
heathen peoples to Christ. A large reflex blessing upon themselves is sure to follow the
rising tide of devotion to the expansion of His Kingdom. 1t is, therefore, with more
than the uscal earnestness the Board asks the Chureh to unite in thanksgiving and
prayer : thanksgiving for the prosperity which the work has enjoyed and the enlarge-
ment of heart manifested so widely toward the perishing heathen, and prayer for the
continnance and the increase of the Divine blessing on the workers and their work.
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The statements appended from the State Churches as to the foreign mission
enterpriges in which they are engaged will repay the carcful pernsal of members of
Assembly. Tasmania, which has not paid its assessment to the Board for the current

rear, has now again a missionary doing good work for it on Epi in the New Hebrides.

hough still dependent for aid on the Church in Victoria and the John (. Paton
Mission Fund, the Tusmanian Church is striving towards supporting its mission unaided
and more prompt payment than has been hilherto possible of its allotted share of
expense in North Queensland. The Church of Queensland, having now lodged its
former responsibility for the Gulf of Carpentaria boat service with this Board, has no
mission burden except its assessment to the Board and the assistant’s salary ut Weipu ;
and it can well be understood how the forward movement in missions is setting the
leaders of the Church to scan the wider fields for a suitable sphere of labour. The
Board is mueh indebted to the Queensland Comnitee for ity supervision of the statious
on the Gulf as our Queensland kxecutive. No report, statement, or payment has come
from Western Awvstralia since that Church by help of the Board secured first the
necessary money and then a very competent medical man, Dr. J. 8. Yule, as missionury,
to stact its long projected mission to the aborigines in the far north of its vast territory.
Inquiry must be wmade into the failure of tuformation and remittances. Both are
%roba‘bly due to the confusion incidental to the commencement of the new work.

oth Dr. Yule and his white assistant, Mr. Rankine, are affectionately commended to
the prayers of the Church in the long task ta which they have given their lives at
Walcot Inlet, No special remark falls Lo be made on tho Churrh in South Australia.
But New South Wales has bad in some respects its red letter year. It has a_good
account to make of itself in all departments New Hebrides, the local Chinese, North
Queensland, and India. The munificence of Colonel Goodlet is enabling its Committee
to megotiate with the Chureh of Seotland for the transfer to it of two important
mission stations in Tndia, and, its generosity at Aurnkun is noted elsewhere in this
Report. i Victoria, no more need be said than that a glance into its separite report
will show how the forward movement of the hour is stirring the Church, and making a
remarkable increase in the number of its missionaries and the prospect of support for
missions, particularly in the Korean harvest now white for the reapers.

NORTH QUEENSLAND.

Three subjects of general interest to the stations must be mentioned before
referring to their separate reports ;—

(1) The Queensland Government has adopted a uew system of paying its grants
for the maintenance and education of the natives at Mapoon, Weipa, and Anrukun,
The grants are now somewhat ineveased and paid direct to the Church of Australia.
The Board has accepted the implied responsibility on behalf of the Church, and
authorised the Queensland Exccutive to receive the moneys as they fall duo, bank them
to the Board's eredit in Brisbane, and distribute them thence for the food and other
supplies for the blacks, and the salaries of the teachers. The Kxecutive in Melhourne
is charged with the duty of overseeing this account. The bDeliverance asks the
Assembly to approve this arrangement and to give the Board authority to vary it from
time to time as may appear needful in practice.

{2} Changing eircumstances and the increased number of white people at the
stations have rendered the lugger *“J. (v Ward” too small for our sea service with
Thursday lsland. The employment of outside sea-carriers, though perbups possible,
is not desirable in the moral interests of our natives. 1t is thercfore necessary to
provide a larger boat. Intimation was received from the New South Wales oflice that
an unnamed gentlenian in that State was willing to provide the £500 reguired.  Of this
liberal offer nothing has been heard lately. In the event of it falling through the
Board asks the Assembly to request the Preshyterian Women's Missionary Unions to
make a special contribution to this object, and every Sabbath scheol to make one
special collection for it after notice among the children.

{3} Several months agoa request was made to the Queenslond Government by a
well-known trading firm for permission to enter our Mission Reserves and use the
labour of aborigines to collect sandalwood.  The request was not granted.  Its refusal
was regarded with much satisfaction by our Queensland lixecutive. Had it been
granted the effects must have proved as disastrous as elsewhere on the patives. Now
it is reported that a raid has been made for sandalwood into the Reserve.  The Board
thinks the Asscubly shounld strengthen the hands of the Executive by assuring its
members of moral support in every legitimate endeavour to protect the mission and the
natives against these lawless people and practices.
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MAPOON.

A most interesting and informing report iz appended from the Rev. N. Hey. It
shiould be earefully read and weighed by all members of the Asgembly. In the expecta-
tion that this consideration will be given to it, the Board does not summarise its
matter bere, but contents itself with expressing the profound satisfaction of the
Church that the issue of the iuvestigation made by the Queensland {xovernment into
the charges brought against Mr. Hey by a discarded assistant was, ag waas expected,
the exoneration of the mission and wmissionary. ‘Thus o very unhappy incident has
closed withaut harm to the work,

WEIPA.

The report from Weipa for the year has not cote to hand in time for the drafting
of this Report: but it will be in print for the Assembly. The missiinary and his
agsistant there have a special claim on our sympathy and prayers at the present time.
Weipa has had one of those sad and distressing experiences which cannot be eliminated
by any care or foresight. It is known that aboriginals there have been spearing cattle
for some tinte, There was the nueleus of a herd on the statiou bul it has been nearly
wiped out; and a large number of York Downs caltle adjoining nur Reserve are
missing. This is very regrettable, and more soas the York Downs managers have been
genervous in supplying the mission station with milk cows.  The worst feature of the
cecurrence is that natives who have come under the influence of the missien and have
passed through the gchool should have fallen again into these ways.  For the present
the work at Weipa has been considerably disorganised. 1t may be some time before
things are restored to their formet and hetter state.

AURUKUN.

The Rev. A. Ricliter wrote on July l6th that he was forwarding his report, but it
has not arvived. From letters, the condition and progress of his station, Aurukun, are
known to be satisfactory. The report will no doubt arrive in time to he included
among the Assembly papers. The Board calls attention to the ready rvesponse of the
Churel in New South Wales to the vequest of last Assembly iu providing a house for
the assistant whose salary it pays at Aurukun It gave not only the minimum with
which the missionary wrote he could do, but instructed him also at its expense to add
the materials for the house which he would ouly snggest as desivable. Such handsome
action deserves {he recognitivn of the Assembly.

ASSISTANTS.

The Rev. N. Hey writes that the agsistants and their wives have done very valuable
work in and out of school at both Aurukun and Weipa. The Board thanks Mr. and
Mrs. Robert Hall, and Mr. and Mrs. R, H. Wilson, and along with them Mra. Ward,
who at Mapoon has cacried on with diligence her effective training of the youny.  Mr.
Hey calls attention to the peculiarly trying kind of work the assistants are doing—
work which he knows frot personal exgjerience unfits & man for arduous stwcly after
hia exertions under a tropical suu 3 and he suggests that the value of this physical
exertion should count for something in the mwarks assigned on examination in the
prescribed course of study the assistants are pursuing for ordination. The Board holds
the suggestion worthy of coneideration and wishes the Assembly to bring it to the
notice of the College Committee.

APPENDIX TO REPORT OF BOARD OF MISSIONS.

A letter was received from Archdeacon Lefroy, of the Australian Board of
Missions, inviting the sympathy and co-operation of alt the Churches of Australia in
the protection and preservation of the Abocigines of Australia. 1t was resolved to
ask the Gencral Assembly to appoint Rev. R. J. H. MeGowan and Mr. Wm. Wood to
attend any meetings in aid of the scheme, and further anthorise the Board to appoint
representatives on any Committee that may be tormedd in any of the other States.

The Board of Missions having considered the Memorial from the Assembiy of
Western Australia, recommends that the Memorial be transmitted to the State
Assemblies for their favourable consideration, and that the General Assembly suggest
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te the State dssemblics the continuation of lemporary support to the W. A. Chureh
in providing the funds required for the initial cost of the work, and that authority be
given to the Board to raise such funds by donations or collections for thiz purpose.

A gift of £1000 from Mra. Frazer, of Sydney, having been referred to the Board
of Missions, and, after due considevation, the Board expresses its deep gratification
that such a provision has been made for the training of missionaries for the Foreign
field, recommends that uutil the next meeting of the (reneral Assembly the Board %)e
empowered to allocate the income available, and be instructed to bring up a matured
schemo for the permanent appropriation of the John Frazer Mission Fund.

FINANCL,

The finances of the North Queensiand Mission ave ina satisfactory condition. Na
debt is being incurred, and a provision is made year by ycar for large elaims that must
arise for furloughs, repairs, and emergencies. ‘The smaller Churches are not so careful
as they might be to have their portions of the annual assessment forwarded in time
for the Repourt.  Last year the credit balance of the Fund stood at £239 12s. 9d., this
year 1 stands ab £328 14s. 6d, DBut this balance has large claime against it in out-
standing accounts, snch as the new roofing of the church at Weipa and savings for
furlonghs which will shortly be ealled for. Last Assembly recognised the claim of
tadies in the mission to separate travelling expenses ; and there are now the assistants
and their wives to be provided for in the matter of furlomghs and allowances for
travelling. The estintate for the sea service in the assessment of 1907 was unider the
actnal requirements. The new hoat will not cost much more to run and keep in order
than the .. G. Ward ") but at least £100 a year mast be found for this purpose.

The Queensland Church will no doubt provide the house ueeded at Weipa for the
asaistant whose salary it pays. Victoria and New Sounth Wales also support an
assistant eacls on the field mn addition to the amounts they severally pay under the
assessment.

The Board recommends that Western Australia be still assessed as part of the
Church for the support of the North Queensland Mission although it has now its own
misgion in the northavest.  Even if its contribution is returned to it with other help
which the Church can give, 1t will he well to maintain the nnbroken tradition of the
whole Church supporting the mission it adopted st the Union.

‘Uhe Board submits the following statistics and e¢stimate with the recommendation
that the assessment for the next three years be according Lo the estimate of what is
reguived : —

Membership, 1907. 1910,
Victoria . S 1 85 28,900
New South Wales ... 16,824 18,533
thieensland 4,377 6,738
South Australia el 37 1,938
Tasmania : 1,714 1,906
Western Australia . 1,398 1,4

34,955 59,470

The comparison of expenditiwe proposed stands thus :—

1967-10.  1910-13.

Salavies .. A6 £600
Moravian Funds ... 21 21
Boat Service 8u 100
Upkeep of Property 10 W
Furlough ... 43 70
Working expenses 46 45

£831 £876
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¥Fixing the amounts assessed approximateiy on the basia of membership the table of
payments required stands thus : —

State Church. 1907-10. 1810-13.
Victoria ... . ... #4114 £425
New South Wales 255 272
Queensland N - 97 99
South Australia ... 53 29
Tasmania ... 25 29
Western Anstralia H] %

£831 £876

Should the Assembly approve of this scheme of rating the Churches for the next
three years beginning lst October, 1910, the Board asks to be empowered to fix the
travelling and furlough allowances of ladies and assistants in accordance with its
provisious for these purposes.

Uontrary to the opinion expressed in the Report of last year, the Anstralian Teposit
and Mortgage Bank will pay only a third of the deposit due to the Board this year.
This the Board intends to receive and bold against contingencies according to the
authority given it in the Deliverance of 1909,

The thanks of the Church are again due to the Hon. Treasurer, Mr. A. L. Pryde,
and his Accountant, Mr W. H. Thampson, of the Melbourne office, and to the Hon,
Anditor, My, W, T.. Mellison, for their eare and services in connection with the Board’s

accounts.
ALEX, STEWART, Cunvener,
W. M. M. ALEXANDHKR, Secretary.

REPORT OF MAPOON MISSION STATION,
(By Rev. N. Hey.)

A review of the year's labour ending 30th June, 1909, and a glance at last year's
Report, show little to report that is new.

The chief event of the year has, undoubtedly, been the (Government Enquiry held
at Mapoon during the month of August, which taxed our endurance to the utmost.
This unfortunate event has been used by the enemies of the Kingdom of God to slander
our characters and misrepresent our motives, an opportunity of which they took full
advantage in the Press far and near—but ‘“ The Lord reigneth.”

lu this connection we desire to express our gratitnde to your Committee, to the
Editor of the Queensland Messenger, the Revs. A. gtewart and P. Robertson, Mr. Park,
Mrs. Goodlet, and others, for their judicial defence on our behalf, and also for the
assurances of sympathy with and confidence in us from the Church as a whole.

1. The spiritual results of our work we will not attempt 10 estimate. That is
beyond us.

The Sunday services were well attended, and the attention has always been satis-
faclory. At the prayer meetings and when visiting the people in their homes pleasing
insights into their hearts have been our reward.

Besides the Baptism of four infants of Christisn parepts, three adults, after a due
course of instruction and sincere profession of faith in Christ, were added to our con-
gregation. Against this we have to record the death of three infants and one adult, and
we close the year with a Church membership of 68 souls.

The spirit of giving and self-sacrifice has Leen very apparent in vur midst. Besides
contributing to various local needs, £5 was collected for Foreign Mission work, £3 of
which went, to aid the new Mission in West Australia. On the other hand we have had
our discouragements. Some of our members are under Chwreh diseipline for taking part
in heathen ceremonies ; others again, even some of long standing, have relapsed into
indifference and are no longer in earnest abont the ** One thing needful.” The full-
blooded aboriginal is very poor material to work upon, and we are fuce to face with the
sad fact that we are labouring among a dying race.

2. A Native Evangelist.—* Mamoos,” stationed at Mapoon, is supported by a
Mclbourne friend, whe pays bissalary, £6 per year. the living for himsell and family is
provided locally by the Mission. Mamoos 18 guile an exception to the ordinary main-
land native; he is reliable, very industrions, and consistent, and we all consider that
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the raising up of such 1 man iy the greatest thing that has heen accomplished in the
North Queensland Mission. He has all through the year kept up a regunlar Bible-class
for the benefit of the young men and also cceasional open.air meetings for non.chureh-
goers.

3. The educntion of the young has beeu vigorously pushed forward. Althuugh
practical in its character, the aim has been to equip our boys and girls for the new life
we wish them to live, yet the higher aud real aim has been the conversion of their souls.
I take the liberty to quote in this connection from the Chief Protector's Report, after
his visit to Blapoon, though he is no friend of bissions or Mission Schools:—* The
school, under the control ot Mrs. Ward. has a roll of 69 children —23 muales and 46
females. Thereading of the children (in English) was very good indeed The geography,
spelling, writing, and arithmetic also was much above the average. All the children
have a particularly clean and healthy appearauce.”

Over 60 of these schiool children are boarding with us, and many of them are partly
supported by friends of the Mission in the same way as last year. It should be added
that 14 are Reformatory inmates provided for by the Gavernment.

4. Of external or industrial work there has heen a considerable amount aecom-
plished. Since the commencement of 1910 new arrangements were found necessary,
Instead of one industrial assistant, forr South Sea Islanders married to Aboriginals
have been appointed and are stationed at the Mapoon Ootstation. One of them, Dick
Kemp, is made responsible for the spiritual welfare of the people living there; the
other three devote theiv energies alinost exclusively tu industrial extension, though it is
expected that their influence and example should further the canse of Christ. They are
partly supported by the Missionary Society of the Ormond College Students, who for
many yeacrs have most generously contributed £60 per vear towards the salary of a per-
maneut industrial assistant.

Kach assistant forms the centre of a little yronp of natives, who are thus instructed
in simple agriculture, an art quite foreign to them. Besides these centres there ave a
number of the most intelligent natives living upon little homesteads of their own, the
whole forming an extensive thongh compact settlement. A spirit of Christian socialism
pervades the whole, but ownership and poszession is recognised and even respected.

This is hardly the place to enter into the financial position and eularge upon the
prospects of the industrial part of onr work, It must suffice to state that although all
the buildings are the property of the Mission, the benefits aceruing fron: the enterprise
belobg to the natives. This branch of the work is practically self-supporting: The
financial position, as far as this is possible, is shown in the statements appendea.

The cocoanut plantation at Mapoon has been enlarged, and the live stock has also
somewhat in(:rc&seg_. all of which affords good training for onr boys.

3. The Mission Boat “J. G. Ward ” has made ten trips during the year. Owing
to the extension of the work in North Queensland and the increased stafl of Europeans
the bout has liscome too small for our purposes.  With regret we have to siate that the
*J. ;. Ward ” was driven upon the rocks near ¢ Pera Head " and some damage done
which necessitated immedijate repairs in Thursday Island. 1t is a matter for great
thankfulness that this is the fivst accident the hoat has met with since she became the
property of the Missivn in 1901.

In conclusion, we beg to express cur hearty thanks for the continued snpport and
sympathy of the Church and for the tangible proofs of love and goodwill shown in the
many useful Christmas hoxes.

In the name of the Mapoomm staft

N. HEY, Superintendent.

REPORT OF WEIPA MISSION STATION.
{By Rev. Edwin Brown.)

J. Personnel, — Probably what calls for special mention is the change in the
persontiel of the station by the appointment of @ white man who can be an assistant
indeed, and not merely a manual labour overseer reguiring constant supervision, In
July, 1909, Mr. amd Mrs. R. Hall arrived and took up theiv duties, the former as
asststunt and the Jatter as the school-teacher.  There heiug no house provided for them,
we gave them temporary accommodlation in oue house.  Unfortunately this supposed
temporary arrangement is still continaing,

2. Spiritual —In reviewing events during the past year, one searches in vain for
exhifarating facts to record.  No effort has been spared to arouse the people, and by




T —

60

reason of having more workers, move work has beeo done.  All services have been main-
tained—the Sunday services (in shich Mr. Hall takes Lis share} and alse the daily
morning and Wednesday evening servicos—but, speaking generally, the attendance has
heen poor, and what is worse the Message seems almost without effect.  More and more
it is borne in upon us that this is a work of faith, Our last report was dark, hut then
\;/e] hn}}eul that brighter days were in store for us. Danbtless they are, though long
delayed.

‘}n January we baptized two infant children of Christian pavents, and for awhile
things scemed brighter, and we felt justified in having the Commumen Service which
had not been possible before for a very considersble time.

Then in March we made the discovery that extensive cattle-spearing had been
going on, the professing Christians all helping.  Iustead of showing some contrition for
their wrong-doing the dominant feelings appeared to be bravado, and anger at ns for
finding them out. For some tite after vhat the people were very unsetled, but latterly

.again they have been more quist.

We have had three Christian weddings, one of the contracting parties in each being
Christian.

3. Health. —Again this year we have canse for thankfulness that we were not visited
by any serious epidemic. For a while in May it looked as if influenza was coming, as
severe colds became very prevalent, but it did not go beyond that.  One little chap,
who has beent a eripple for some years, was sent to Thursday Island Hospital to sce if
fhe duoctors there could cure him, but after six months’ stay there he returned home as
e went.

Toward the end of June Mr. Hall had to take to his bed with what seemed like an
attack of dengne fever, which laid him low for aver a fortnight.

Lor the rest, there has not been mueh but slight indisposition occasionally, which
hag but little interfered with work.

4. Kducational — Natarally we were pleased to hand over the wurk of the day
school to Mra. Hall and be relieved of that extra daty. Having had no visit from an
Ingpector it is scarcely possible to say much of what progress has been mude.  The same
subjects have been taught as formerly, and, particularly amongst 1he younger children,
progress can be noted. The older pupils move more stowly. The experiment of
employing some of the married givls as pupil-teaciiers had to be given up as their
attendance was very erratic by reason of freuently wishing to accompany other women
on foraging expeditions, The attendance on the part of the buys has sulfered through
the general uurest prevalent. Having more workers we were able to re-organise the
Sunday-school, in which there are now foar classes, with My, Hall as Snperintendent,
whilst T have the big bovs and young men in the Mission house for a Bible-class.
Teachers are thus able to adapt the lessons to their pupils.

The bays of vhe © Boys’ Brigade” have met for a weekly drill under Lient. Hall.
It continues to lie popular amongst them. On parade days they Jook very smart in
their aniform.

Several evenings of the week arve devoted by varions members of the stall’ to the
young men.  On Mondays Mr. Hall has a general instruction class to give them an
opportunity ta keep up their school educasion.  On Tuesdays the brass hand meets for
practice. Ou Weduesdays there is a public service, whilst on Thursdays 1 have a
Bible-elass For such as care to attend, Onece a fortnight Mres, Brown gives an evening
to a singing-claes for the young men. This also helps them to keep up their reading.
Tlhe women’s sewing-class and service conducted by Mrs. Brown on Tuesday afternoons
continnes to draw large numbers who do not often otherwise attend God's honse.  The
brass band progresses slowly through the erratic attendance for practice, It is not
through inability. When a man attends regularly for a while he snon gels able to play
bis part, then off he yoes for *“a spell,” and when he returns has almost to bepin again,
Rome of then, assisted by members of the statl, all of whom play various instruments,
accompanied some uf the Gymns at the Chureh service on Christmas Day, Good Friday,
and Easter Sunday.  On the King’s Bivthday one of the bandsmen was martied to one
of our boarders, and at the wedding feast the proticient bundsmen and the stall played
several tunes including the National Anthem.

5. Manual Labour. - In this department ] feel special relief in having Mr. Hall as
assistant I have been able to practieally liand over the wain ealtivation paddock to
him, and so am shle to give maore personal attention te construction and repairs of
houses, fences, and roads, and suel worls.

The main cultivation paddock has heen enlarged to about 14 acres, a large part of
the addition being cleared, cultivated, and cropped this year. More than ever horses
have been employed in the work of cultivation.  The long fence enclosing a large
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grazing paddock is practically completed, and so we are now able to keep the horaes
nearer home,

Ameongst repuirs, besides lLouses, fences, and roads, all of which have reguired
congiderahle attention, the chnrch was re-roofed withs iron, the outside walls received
a rough coat of lime mortar, and the inside walls and roof were painted with lime,
whicli we burned from shells.

6. General. —In Apvil Mr, Heyv and Mr. Richter came in response to our request to
consult with us re the matter of cattle-killing, and their few days’ stay was very
refreshing to us.  In August I went to Mapoon to try and persuade Mr. Hey to go away
for a little cliange and rest after his tronble, but as the matter was still unsettled he
could not be persuaded to leave home.

Our neighbonr at York Downs cattle station has given a useful present to the
station consisting of the wkeels and axle of a dray. The dray when built will be very
ugeful to ws.  Only we shall now requnire a sot of dray harness, which perhaps some
kind friends may send now they know the 1 eed.

Through the kindness of friends in the south, Christmas was as usual a merry and
a happy time for us and our people. Itisanideal Aboriginal time, as they all get mach
for nothing. The dolls and toys give great pleasure to young and old, and thongh they
are only given to the children, the adunlts often get most ont of them. Then to have a
smart, free emtfit of clothing and free food for the day is the height of bliss !

To all the kind friends who remembered amd helped usg in this matter we give our
heartiest thanks.

Though in many things during the year the way was rough and discouraging, yet,
not Laving been left withont witness that God is with us, we raise again our Ibenezer,
and look furward hopefully to the future, trusting that (lod's blessing may richly rest

upon us and our people,
- - EDWIN BROWN

REPORT OF AURUCKUN MIBSTON STATION.
(By Rev. A. Richter).

This veport covers a year of ygreat activity, as it was the first vear in wlich the
Station was fully snpplied with workers throughout the whole year, and there has been
little interruption in the work through sickness. Thus our people, especially the men,
conld receive more careful attention in every way, and thongh the progress is not equal
to the labour bestowed upon them, we are not losing hope.

1. The daily life of the camp people has been much the same as usual; there are
times of peace, and times of quarrel. These latter sometimes nnsettle everybody, and
much innocent blovd is shed.  Yet it is wonderful how seldom a spear wound iy fatal.

(leanliness has not yet become a habit of our blacks.  While some youny fellows
are trying to keep their places tidy, the older ones often dicty their campa The sane
can often be noticed with gardening : several young men began to make gardens of
their own, and quite a puntber of them proudly offered me their fruit for sale, but before
this was properly ripe, not seldom an old man had stolen ir.  Occasionally the young
people steal one fram another, when hungry, bt cariously enough they will pay the
owner for the loss.  This is quite conirary to any native ideas, where sociakism reigus
in its truest sense.  That these young people begin to understand properly we count
a great suceess in their education.  Ancther progress is seen in their hounse-building,
from the beginning the natives asked me to build them houses, but I refused, as they
were not ready to live in cottages, and a too rapid eivilization would work destrue-
tively. Nevertheless I promised thew that hnuse—buil(lingin the camp would begin
soon after the new choreh is finished.  Two young fellows, wishing to beat the others,
mzcle their huts without assistance, 1 only marked the piles, gave them naily, and lent
them the tools.

1, HOW FAR HAS THE GOSPE)L CHANGED THEIR L1VRS ?

1. The social life of the whole popnlation has become Letter.  BExcept in times of
war they do not feel afraid one of another. People of different tribes work together,
live together aud intermarry. They make, as they say, friends one with the other.
Punishments are less cruel. This is the general state. Now these young men, who
wish to become Christians, have advanced further ; they bave learned and often practise
forgiveness and helpfulness, They have at times admonishedl one another, and ave
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praying together for themselves and others.  Onee the young men prayed for a sick
woman, who soon afterwanls began to sleep, being relieved of her pain.

2. In their moral life, however, the same effect cannot be noticed ; here they
are all weak and fall often. It is here where the Missionariss meet with the greatest
disappointiients, especially among the young people.  But the moral life is the fierceat
battletiold of the negro race, amd sume are fighting heroically. Nor can we try them by
ourideals of life, the most advanced here are only babes in Christianity, and baving
had no weapons of their own to fight agaiust temptations, they ace not very skilful in
handling the weapons we offer them, i.e,, prayer.  Thus we count it success if we see
them fighting at all.  Heathenisio is sinking very fast, racing towards ity own destrue-
tion, and ruining thosethat adhere to it. 1 coukl give several instances, but it may be
sufficient to say thal only since 1907 has a man been forhidden to marry his daughter.

3. Ia their hehaviour onr natives do not scem to have made much progress last
year.  We meet with rliscontent, disobedience, and rudeness much oftener than in
former years,

11, OUR CHILDREN,

1. Their daily life.-—Since October, 1909, we have girls in onr special care, the
youngest being only three nod a balf years old. They ave living in the new roomy girls’
house on high piles  The place underneath the howse is fenced in around the piles,
forming » nice airy diningroom and playroom. A little kitchen is attached toit. The
large yard between the girls’ dormitory and the Mission-house is their playground,
and in their free time we can often hear their happy noise. The playground for the
boys is separated from the girls’ by a fence. The boys’ dormitory is a bark honse with
ant-bed flooving, but it is just as they like it, They arc allowed to have fire in at
night, to roast or covk theiv spoil, aud when not too tired they spend a happy evening
therein before lying down to sleep.  Our ehildren are shut up in their dormitoties soon
after sunset, and are awakened about sunrise.  After morning work and morning bath,
hreakfast follows. There is vsually a little time for play before school. The time
between achool and dinner is occupied with manual labowr.  After dinner the givls are
resting or playing in their diningroom, while the Loys do what they like. At two
o'clock the bell calls them again for schiool, und the afternoon is apent as the forenoon.
The work is over at 5.30 p.m., and apart from supper, the evening is used for play till
bed time. In character and types these children are as different one from ancther ax
white ebildiren, and the observation of them is eme of vur special guides in cducation.

2, The School has been kept regulacly, and the eflect is seen on the children ;
though a stranger that would compare our school with those of older stations might
call the progress a feeble one, we must consider, that in the first few years the aunual
progress in an aboriginal school caunot be the sawe as in a school which has been
entablished years ago. 1t takes n long Lhme before the koot breaks,” O gitls
have not reacheld that aiate yet; they secmn beyond the possibility of grasping : but
constant training witl open theiv minds. The hoys have made better progress,
especially those that attend regularly. The school hes been kept four hours a day,
and four days a week, the lessons being reading, writing, arithmetic, ohject lessons,
singing aml sewing. Also a start has been made in teaching them catechism.
Unfortunately the number of children has never heen so high as in the first few years.

I11. THE MI8SION WOKK.

1. Maoual labour. The most labeur has been put into the building of the new
chureh, which we hope to consecrate in a few months. Our friends have kindly
helped us to meet the small expenses connected with the building.  After having
drawn the plan, I left Mr. Wilson entively in charge of the buikding operation, which
takes atl his skill and energy to make the church as good as it can be. & number of
the hest young men of Auruknn, and some bigger school-hoys, are working with bim.
Though these workers are not nite as helpful as we would wish, we made up our
minds not o accepl any labourers from other stations, so as to rouse our people’s
eurrgy and ambition. During this busy time I see after the rest of the manual labour
in gardening, fencing, roadmaking, ete., where T can occupy the women, children, and
the rest of the nen,

2, The Spiritual work has been done in a similar manner as last year, only that the
pastoral work was carried on in a ditferent, and, as I hope, more successful way than
beforc. We lknow the greal importance of trying to understand the natives thoroughly
in their heathen ideas, and the newly formed imperfect idea of Christianity. Some-
times it seems to us, as if we have stiil more to become like the natives, in orvder to
raise them. The Missionaries are not examples snited to themt. ' You are another
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kind,” is the answer we often receive, when we encourage them to follow us, as we
follow Christ.

3. Medical Work. Though we may thankfully state that again we have not heen
visitzd by any epidemie, neither has malaria raged at Anrukun, we have been pretty
nrueh veenpied in attending to the sick, the chief complaints beiug rores, burns, speac-
wounds aidd other injuries,

1V, HISTORY OF AURUKUN FOR THE YEAR PAST.

Our blacks do not know the calendar, so they mark their lives and the station-
history by events, which in the past year were all appearings of visitorsonly. In: July,
Mr. and Mrs. Hali passad our Station going to Weipa, their field of labour. We were
glad to meet and welcome them here. A foew months later we siw Mrs. Brown on her
way to Mapoon, and in April, Mr. Hey paid his snnual visit, These visits ave always
very much enjoyed and long remembered by the natives, after this I had to leave the
Statian for three weeks, and was glad, on my returs, to find everybody well, and that
things bad gone on smoothly. In May and Jane, an American traveller appeared,
ilesirious to spend his holidays in the Gulf-country amoung the natives.

Asking your Conimittee, to remember us often in prayer, that we may be able to
fight, on behalf of the Church, the battle against the arch-enemy successfully, and save

these poor captive souls.
A. RICHTER.




General Assembly’s Foreign Mission Board.

STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURE from 3lst July, 1909, to 31st July, 1910,

. Collection at Meeting of the (ieneral Assembly

Moravian Pension Fund
Repaire to Properties

£8 a5 (Y | d
To Balance from last year 239 12 ¢ By Salaries—

.» Vietoria to 30/6/°10 {including £60 from Ormand College Rev. N. Hey, to 30/6/10... 200 ¢ O
Missionary Society ) 474 0 O ., E. Brown L 200 0 0
.» New South Wales (including £60 for Asistaut) 313 0 ,»  A. Richter . oM 0 0
.» Queensland to 30/6/°10 (including £60 for Assistaut) 157 0 Assistanta R, 195 0 0O
. South Aunstralia to 30/8/'10 25 11 Boatman,, 40 0
, Tasmania to 30/9/°09 25 0 .» Expenses re *' G Ward 34 B

i

0

i

120
, Interest on Doferred Deposit Receipt 6
Intezcst on Bequest of Iate Mrs. 8. L. Comrie 3

—— D -0 D

—

£1,257 18 5

Cost of Drafts, &ec, ..

. Convener’s ]xpenses

Bank Charge for keeping Account
Balance

.
o
RO ICD
-
—

£1,257 18 5

—_——
WUSTERN AUSTRALIAN ABORIGINKEN ACCOUNT.
£ s d £ s d
To New South Wales ... 122 10 4 By Treasurer of Western Australinn Church 13y 0
,» Vietoria (additional) 810 8
£_l3] 1L%0 £131 1 ¢




REV. E. BROWN'S FURLOUGH ACCOUNT.

£y d. £ a d

T'o Balance from last year 0 10 0 By Kev. E. Brown 010 0
£ 10 0 £0 10 G

B ]

WEIPA BUILDING ACCOUNT.

£ 8, . £ s d
To Balance from last year .. 17 4 6 | By Balance in hand ... 2 sy A0 a6
Sl 55
<
ASSETS.
Deposit in A. D. and M. Bank, in the name of the ¥ederal
Assembly’s F. M. Board NE1T2 ’-} 9

A. L. PRYDE, Treasurer.

. 1 certify that 1 bave audited the acconnts of the Ceneral Assembly’s Foreign Mission Fund, and that the ahove statement of accounts is
in my opinion eorrect.

9th August, 1910. WM. L. MOLLISON, A.LA. V., Hon. Auditor,
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APPENDIX.

FORETGN MISSTONS.
ABORIGTNES MISSION IN NOKTH QUEENSLAND.

Rev. N, and Mrs, Hey, Mapoon, £200 per annuni.
»»  B. and V'rs. Brown, Weipa, £200 per anoum.
A. and Mrs. Richter, Aurnkun. £200 per annuwm.

ASKISTANTS AND TEACHERS.

Mrs. Ward, Mapoon,
Mr. R. and Mrs, Hall, Weipa.
Mr. B, H. and Mrs. Wilsou, Aurukun,

NEw Sovri WaLnks,

New Helbrides Mission.

Rev. D). L. Paterson and Mys. Putersim, £200 per sunum. with twelve teachers,
totalling £69 13s. 6d.

Tapedine,
Miss M. Mclean, £10U per anuum.
o D Symonds, B.A., £100 per annum.
. B.J. Holt, £160 per annmn.
s M. Y. MeNeill, M.P.8, £75 per anmum,
,» Flova Iunes, M.B. Ch.B.
7 Bible Women at £10 per anvum each,
19 Teachers at £12 per annnm each.
Chinexe.

Rev, J. Young Wai (married), £230 per annum.
Mr. J. F. Kem Yee {married), £175 per annum.

QUEENSLAND.
Shares in the support of the . A.s North Queensland Mission, and pays salary
of assistant at Weipa.
SouTH AUSTRALIA.
New Hebrides.

Rev. Thomson Macmillan, M. A. {widower), £230.

Tasmania,
New Hebrides,

Rev. J. B. and Mrs. Weir, £200 per annum.
24 Native Teachers at £6 or £8 eacli per annum.
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VIUTORIA.

New Helrides.

Rev. J. and Mrs. Gillan, £2J0 per annum.

. F. 1. Paton (widower), £:240 per annum.

«» R.and Mrs. Boyd, £240 per annum.

.. Dr, and Mrs. Crombie, L.R.C.P.8., £240 per annun.

o Droand Mrs. Taylor, £240) per annum.

o B Jaffeay (widower), £240 per annun,

Supported by ¢ John G. Patou ” Mission Fund Committee.
Rev. Dr. Fwen and Mrs. Mackenzie, L. R.C.P.8., £240 per annum.

,»  Maurice and Mrs. Frater, £241) per annut.

., Dr. J. CLand Mrs, Nicholsou, F.R.C.8,, £240 per annum,

,» Wm. Mackay (single). £240 per annum.
Deacaness Main, Matron of the Memorial Hospital, Vila, £100 per annum.
Carpenter—Assistant, Mr. T. ). Reid, £150 per annum.
Native Teachers, K0,

KNorea.
Rev. A, and Mra, Adamsou, £280 per annum.
w G. aml Mes. Eugel, £280 per annum.
1+ Dveoand Mrs. Covrell, £280 per a.anam.
o B ML and Moes. Lyali, £280 per annum,
» J. Noble McKenzie (widower), £200 per annum.
., 4. F. L. Macrae, M.A. {single}, £200 per annam.
w R D Watson (single), £2090 per annum.
Aliss Moorve, £100 per annum.
o Niven, £100 per annum,
by Scholes, £100 per annum.
»» Kelly, £100 per annum.
,»  Davies, M.A., £100 per annum.

Chinese.

Rev. JJ. Tong Wai (Buperintendent), £150 per annun.
Mr. David Soong, £104 per annum.

»» 1. Wong Cheoug, £104 per annum.

,»  Paul Chin, £1{4 per annum.

;s George Young, £104 per annun,

,» Charlie Way, £52 per anuun.

Chinese Children s School.
Miss Page, £100 per annum.
Aborigines.

Rev. J. Spittal ministers to the blacks at Coranderck.

WESTERN ArgTrRALiA.
Ahor igined.

De. J. 8. Yule (single), £200 per annum.
Mr, W. JJ. Rankiu (single}, £125 per annam.
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NEW SOUTH WALES.

FOREIGN MISSIONS COMMITTEE.

It is with much thanksgiving to God that your Commiltes presents its report for
the past year, In cach of our fields there has been considerable activity, and the
Guestions arising have required careful consideration.

COLONEL GOODLET'S GENEROUS GIFT.

At a juint meeting of our Executive and the leaders of the Women’s Missionary
Association, held on 31st August, 1909, the announcement was made that Colonel
Goodlet had conveyed to the Trustees of our Assembly shares in Messrs. Goodlet
and Smith, Lt<l., estimated to produce an income of £1500 per annum, and of this
amount £600 per annum is to be apportioned to our Foreign Missions Committee
for work in India, preferably at Sholinghur. The Commniittee was deeply moved at
this renewed expression of Colonel (GoodleUs interest in the work of world-evangelization.
A special prayer of thanksgiving was offered, and it was with considerable eniotion that
the Doxology was suny. This is, we think, the largest single gift to Foreign Missions
that las yet been made through any dustralian Aseembly. May wizdom be given to us
to spend it to the best advancement of Christ’s cause in India.

THE NEW HEKRIDES MISSION,

During the alisence of the Rev. D. L. and Mrs. Paterson on furlough, the work
has been efficiently cavried on by native teachers, with an occasional visit of superinten-
dence by the Bev. Dr. Apnnand, of S8outh S8anto, and he has had at least four visits
from some of the teachers who went over to cousult him about difficulities that
had arisen, We are much indebted to him for his oversight of the work. The natives
shipped, during the year, 333 lbs. of arrowroot as a feee contribution to the funds of
our Commniitteo.

THE JOINT COURT AND LAND CLAIMS.

We were advised that to secure a permanent: title to the land we hald in Malo and
Tutuba, it would be necessary to have omr claims properly surveyed and mapped
out before submitting them to the Joiut Court. By arrangement with our Victorian
Assembly we secured the services of the surve party sent down by them in conjunction
with Messra. Burns, Philp, & Co. Mr. L. 8. Woolcott, of Sydney, who has gone to the
Isluds as advocate for the settlers hefore the Joint Court, was interviewed by our Law
Agent and Sub-Cemmittee prior 1o his departure, and furnished with the land transfers
possessed by us.  He has been instrncted to obtain the new titles in the name of the
Corporate Trustees.

DEPUTATION WURK.

The Rev. D. L. and Mrs. Paterson retnrned last October from their furlongh in
Scotland, and up Lo the time of their return to the Islands in Tune visited sowme 55 con-
gregatious. At a good number of thess Mr Paterson was able to use lantern slides
lustrating different phascs of New Hebridean life.  Mrs. Paterson made a point, where
practicable, of addressing the members of the W.M. A.

MOTOR LAUNCH.

A wotor lamich for Mr. Patorson was built in Sydney under the supervision of Mr,
Hector Kidd at a cost of aver £200. The engine was obtained in Glasgow, and is the gift
of the Glasgow Foundry Boys' Socisty, amongst whose branches Mr. Paterson did
deputation work. It has heen named ‘* Maru ” {(meaning ¢ Life”),

NEW MISSI0N HOUSE AT MALO.

It was reported to us that the condition of the Mission House at Abuatare was
mnsatisfactory, and our Asxembly authorised the erection of & new ane at an estimated
cost of £300.

Tue CliNESE MISSION,
NEWCASTLE AND MAITLAND.

The work at Newcastle and Maitland has been carried on by Mr. Kem Yee. A
month’s holiday was granted to Mr. Kem Yee, arrangements being wade for carrying
on the services during his absenqe‘ In September last, Johu Jeek Kee, a native of
Canton, oo profession of faith in Christ, was baptized, when a large number of Chinese
present were much intereated.

YYDNEY.

The Rev, J. Young Wai has worked earnestly, preaching, holding classes, ete.,

and paid numerous visits ta the hospitals, the gaols, and other institutions, in addition
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to vigorous pastoral visitation. “There have been three baptisms, one of which was an
adult Chinese lady, At a valedictory social heid in the old charch the Rev. J, Young
Waliintimated that over 100 Chinese conversions had taken place during his ministry.

Tae INpIsx Missiox,

Field : Sholinghur, Madras Presidency.

Btaff : Miss Mary McLean {on leave), appointed 1891. Miss M. Y. McNeil,
M.P.8., appointed 1898. Miss Daisy Symonds. B.A. {on sick furlough), appointed
1901. Miss E. J. Holt, appointed 1907. Dr. Flora Innes (at present in Brisbane),
appeinted 1910.  Thirtecn Native Teacliers ; six Bible women.

SICK FURLOUGH—MISS 1. SYMONDS.
We regret that Miss Daisy Symonds was compelled, owing to ill-health, to return
to New South Wales last September, but she returns to her work st an early date.

MISS MCLEAN'S VISIT TO SCOTLAND.

Miss McLean left for Scotland in April to consult with the authorities of the Church
of Scotland, and expects to return to India within a few months,

TRANSFER UF SHOLINGRUER MISSION.

In view of Colonel Goodlet's gift of £600 per annum, it was necessary to consider
the question of extending the work at Sholinghur, and it was suggesied that we might be
able to arvange with the Church of Secotland for our taking cowmplete charge of this
Mission. As Mr. W. 8 Park was about to visit India and Great Britain, it was
resolved to authorise hitn to open negotiations with the Clhiurch of Scotland with a view
to the Mission at Sholinghur and the property conmected therewith being passed over
to our Church, He was instructed that in view of the large amount of Australian
money that bad been given to, and the fact that our Chureh would have full respousi-
bility for the up-keep of, the Mission, we consider the properties shounld pass to us free.
In the event of the Church of Scotland being willing to do this, he was authorised to
provisionally conclude the bargain.

Mr. Park has visited Sholinghur, and he has forwarded reports of the work
carried on by cur missicnaries, and of the great need for extension. He considers,
however, that it would be almost impossible to disjoin Sholinghur from Arkonam, so
that our Church needs to be prepared to face the question of taking over both places.
To provide an ordained missionary and carry on the work will necessitate a large addi-
tional annual expenditure. While we may expect that the premises at Sholinghur willbe
transferred to us as a gift, those at Arkonam will need to be taken over at a valuation,
Negotiations are still in progress with the Church of Scotland in regard to the matter,

TueE NorRTIH QUEENSLAND MISSION,
The contribution of boxes of garments, niaterials, ete., forwarded by our Women's
Missionary Association was the largest on record, and, at the reguest of the Board of

Missions, vur Committee has authorized the Rev. A. Richter to proceed with the
erection of a house for the assistant at Aurukun.

Tar WESTERN AUSTRALIAN ARORIGINAL MIssion.

The appeal made on behalf of this Mission realized £124 3s. 1d. This with the
£130 previously foewarded makes the total contribution a little over £250.

Laymey’s Migg1oNakY MOVEMENT.

A large meeting of men to inaugurate this movement was held in St. Stephen’s
Church on i8th April, and a constitution has since been adopted and office-bearors
appointed. Steps are now being taken to bring the niovement before the cangregutions
of the metropolitan area.

Fixance.

The total revenue for the year was £1984, and the expenditure £2239, leaving a
deficit of £255, which had to be made up from the Reserve Fund. One hundred
and fifty-five Congregations seut in collections, hut forty-six did nob respond. We
shall need for India, if the projected scheme be carried out, a large addition to our
revenune. But we belisve that it is within the power of our Church to meet this and

the othor claims upon it if we give ourselves prayerfully to the effort. Our Assembly
has authorized a special appeal for £1000.

ROBT, J. H McGOWAN, Convener.
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NEW' SOUTR WALES .CHURCH.
FOREIGN MISSTONS
RECKIPTS AND DISBURSEMENTS, JTANUARY 1sr, 1909, TO DECEMBER 3lsr, 1909,
RECEIPTS. DISBURSEMENTS.
£ § I £ s d.
General Missivns— £ s d. New Hebrides Missions 379 4 4
Church Collections. .. 272 1 11 Aborigines Missions 494 1 11
Sabbath Schools Coliections . 181 6 3 Chinese Missiong 625 8 8
Per Missinnary Association 198 3 1 Zenana Missions 371 19 &
Donations, ete. ... 08 4 7 . Sundry Local Missions ... 20 9 4
—_— 89 15 10 Sundry Expenses 0518 6
New Hebrides Missions . 128 2 &
Aborigines Missions ... .. 30111 4
Chinese Missions G
Zenana Missions oc A .. 617 14 8
Sundry Local Missions ... e 2089 4
£2,07 2 3 £2197 2 3
—
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QUEENSLAND COMMITTEE ON HEATHEN MISSTONS,

Your Committee have 1o report that, although they have not had much to do as
the Assembly’s Commiittee, yet as the Hxecutive of the Board of Missions they have
had a busy and anxious year.

I'he Missionaries also have bad a trying year, and stood much in need of the leving
sympathy of the Church, as well as of prayer to (iod for that grace and strenyth which
alone cun uphold in the midst of such difficuliies as they bud to face und of such trials
as they hal to endure.  This sympathy, your Committes belicve, they had all over the
Church when the clonds hung most heavily over their heads, After the storm the
calm hag come, which, we believe, is not likely to be broken ngain as it has been.

Tho Mission Statl continues niuch the same as last year.  Mr. and Mra. Wilson are
still at Aurnkun, and Mr. and Mrs. Hall have gone in a similar capacity to Weipa and
are finding themselves at home in their strange surroundings.  Mapoon is unchanged,
and from all our dear friends in the field we have constant words of cheer, although
they can speak only of the droppings; whilst they work and pray for the showers. The
promises which ave our hope still ran on, and the first fruits proclaim a coming harvest.

Finaneially, we are in much the same condition as last year.  The hope which was
expressed in last report, and the resolution of the Assembly. have not been so produc-
tive as we had hoped. Presbyteries and Congregations do not appear to have redeemed
their very humble pledge of contributing oue penny a week. With the exception of
the assistant’s salary at Weipa, we have nothing now to meet by way of expenses, be-
yond our membership quota to the general mission fund.  Owing to the new Mission
started in Western Australia, thia will be increased in the future, but when we look at
the financial statement, it seems to be little for our growing Church.

The yuestion of our taking up wark outside Australiz is pressing heavily on many
hearts. The call of those in need is coming to ns from some of the most virile people
amongst the heathen, and, as has been said of China, “ if these are not Christianised by
us, we may not wounder if they rise up and crush us.”

During the year the Committee have secured some lantern slides, anil other Mission
views have been selected for the purpose of baving slides made of thew. Tt is hoped
and believed that by means of thesc a new interest will be created and a new impulse
given to onr missionary apirit, of which we shall reap the fruit for many daye to come.
There can be no difficnlty in finding fields waiting for the reapers, and not so much
ditficulty in finding reapers to go, if we who tarry at home with the stoff think as we
should of these who go up to the battle, and of the spoil we shall share, if we are one
with them in doing onr purt of the work, We cannot in this report enter into the
details of the sad quiry, so bitterly carried out at Mapoon, of the meetings in com-
mittee, of the confersnces with the representatives of the Church of Kngland Mission
Board, and with the CQueensland represeutatives of the London Missionary Society, of
the interviews with Ministers, or of the large amount of correspundence entatled before
anything like o tinal settlement was arrived at.  We are pleaseld to he able to report
that we are [ully convinced that such a settlement has heen arrived at. The Govern-
ment has expressed satisfaction with owr management of the Mission reserves, and has
giveu the asswrance that no one shull be permitted thereon without the sanction of the
Missionaries and of your Committee. They have also been pleased to mark their con-
fidence by increasing the ** rations " grant for Lhe natives undev our cave,

The Committee would record their deep sense of the great indebledness which we
owe to Mr. Hadel, of Thursday Island, for what he has heen and done for us and for aur
Missionavies during the year. Language would fail to deseribe his friendship and faith-
fulness, often, we believe, to his own hurt as a business man in the lsland.  The Loxd,
Who is not unmindful of our works of faith and labours of love, be his rewarder, for he
has been Lo us a stronghold in the day of trouble.

It is no mere formality, when we give expression to our gratitude to the
Presbyterian Women’s Missionary Union, not only for what they have done in work
which can be seen and tuened into gold, but for that spirit which they are the means of
keeping alive by an organisation and fellowship all over the Church, which compels us
to realise that we ave one.  Their hearts and hands go where even Presbyteries have
not reached.

We would also place on record the confidence we have in every one of our devoted
Missionaries, Thig confidence is not only unshaken but strengthened by the experiences
of the past year ; and the high eateem in which we hold them as workers in the cause of
our Lord, on behalf of the tlegraded sons and daughters of humanity, is undiminisbed.
Their devotion and self-sacrifice are, we believe, worthy of the best traditions of the
Misgion field.

PETER ROBERTSON, Convener.




QUEENSLAND CHURCH.

For the Year ended 3lst December, 1909.

Br. ABORIGINAL MISSION FUND ACCOUNT. Cr.
DISBURSEMENTS. RECEIPTS.

1909, £ s £ s d. 1909, £ .5 4 £ A8 8
Jan. 1 To Balance 73 311 Dec. 31 By Assembly Revenue Fund, share of 87 15 7
Tlee. 31 ,, (2. AiA’ F. M. Board : Contribu- »» Collections in Congregations, ete. 40 9 1

timng for N. ¥’land Migsicns, 1909 97 0 0 sy Collection in Sabbath
,» G, AfA’s F. M, Board : Salary of Schools, ete., for sup- \
Weipa Assistant, 1809 .. 60 0 0O port of Children at
,» Mre, Ward, Contributions Mapoon 16 00
for support of Children at ., Collectione in Sabbath
M apoun B0 A SChOOlS, ete., for sup-
.» Rev. E. Brown, Contribu- port of Children at
tions for support of Child- Weipa L 32 1030
ren at Weipa ... ' 8 500 = 18 10Wo
— 18 0 © —_— 58 1% 1
- 3 175 i ,» Denations, Q@land P.W_.M. Union 100 0 0©
.. Lantern Slides 4 4 9 R Individuals 2y B E" O
,» Bank Interest, ete., Afe., Share of i i3 9 . . 1093 1 0
,» Church Oftices Aje, Share of 17 127 1 » Post Cards, Sale of 512 9
,» Office Rent Afc, Share of 2 Bl 3 ,» Balauce 21 14 4
., Petty Cash Afc, Postages, ete, 3B 8
R2TEER) 9 £277 2 9
B e S

10100, 1

Jdan. 1 To Balance 21 14 4
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SOUTH AUSTRALIA.
REPORT OF FOREIGN MISBIONS COMMITTEE.

The visit of our Missionary, the Rev. Thomson Maemillan, M.A., last year, and
his residence in South Australia for some months, have done much to maintain and
extend interest in our Foreign Mission work. In his official capacity, as Moderator,
Mr. Maemillan visited every congregation and mission station in Sovth Australia, with
the exception of Pinnaroo, and in every case his visit was highly appreciated. Ad-
vantage was taken of Mr. Macmillan’s presence to adjust and settie the matter of fur.
loughe, and to consider the question of increased salary as proposed by the New
Hebrides Synod.

Your Committee paid Mr. Macwillan £15 as short furlough allowance. With the
approval of your Committee, he extended bis furlough in order to do justice to his office
as Moderator, the extended furlough to take the place of the short furlough due in
1910-1). In this connection your Committee beg to thank the mauny friendsin Adelaide
and in the country for the generous hospitality given to Mr. Maemillan.

Your Committee agreed to pay Messrs. Burns, Philp and Co. the cost of survey of
ground claimed by our Chtieh in the New Hebrides, This arrangement has been made
through the Committee in Victoria, and it will cnable ns to get a title to our land,

In connection with the Mapoon Mission we have to report that Mr. R. Hall, who
worked under the Home Mission Committee in South Australia, was engaged for work
at Mapeon.  The Committee on his depurture presented him with Hastings’ Die-
tionary, and bade him and Mrs, Hall Godspeed. With regard to the grave aceasatious
brought against Mr, Hey, it is satisfactory to know that he has been completely
exunemteﬁ of any cruelty or wrong-doing, and the matter is now at an end,

We have to report that the Rev. W. and Mrs. Gray have generously donated the
sum of £30 as a nuclens to a fond to be called the Margaret lreme Gray Memorial
Fund, in memory of their daughier who died last August, The object of this fund is
for the support or education of teachers on Tatna. Over £16 have heen contvibuted to
this fund since the books were closed.

Our representatives on the Laymen's Missionary League, recently formed in
Adelaide, are Dr. Rennie, Messrs. W, J. Hill, H. B. Thompsou, J. Steel. For the
financial statement the Assembly is referred to the December Balance Sheet for nine
monthg, and to the March number of the ** Banner.”

G, DAVIDSON, Convener,




Dk. Foreign

Missions Account

to December 31, 1909.

December, 31, 1909,

To Rev, 'ty Macmillan’s Sulary

Children's Allowance
Short Furlongh Allowauce

Prop. Support Queensland Mission
Contribution W.A. Ab. Mission ...
Chalmers Ch. B.C.L. Orphan Lily
Chalmers Ch. 5.8. Orphan Minnie

Miss Lillington {Strath.), Orphan Lochalsi

P. Augusta, Native Teacher, Tanna
Suudry onations, New Ch., Tannu
Supply of Medicine, Tanna

Presentation R. Hall

Prionting Reports, etc.

Half Cost of Tea

Postage and Sundry Expenses

Rev. T. Mucmillan’s Fare trom Melbourne
Rev. T. Macmillan’s Cost Leput. ...

Levy io lieu of Coil. Prov. Pen. T
Proportion Church Office Expenses
Transferred Queensland Miss. Ajc

£ s d.
150 0 0
92010 0
5 ¢ 0
3 0 0
3 00
4 0 Q
5 o D
1212 |

£ 5 ¥
187 10 O
23 1 3
12 7 1
mw 0 0
6 6 0
I £ 2
3] l l
7 (U

4 810

3 8 2
411 5
lal7 L1

. 19 RS
47 16 5
1 0 ¢
£336 7 11

March 31, 1909
By Balance
December 31, 1909,
;v Collections
» Collection Assembly Meeting

»»  Donations, Sundry
ys Donations, Fellowship

» Contrib. 8.8, New Hehrides

. Queensland
4 W.M.U., New Hebrides
- Queensland

,» Half Proceeds Tea

.» Refunds

» Pro. Rev. T. Macmillan’s Meetings
- sundry Dun,, New Church, Tanna

»» Chaltmers Ch. M.C.L. Ovphan Minnie
»  Miss Lillington, Orphan Lochalsh

»» PL. Augusta, Native Teacher, Tannu

5, Balance

£ s 8.
a 5 o
918 1
116 3
1 0 0
313 3
B2
80 1 |
188 0
il 4 2
2 0 0
4 0 )
G 6 O

Cr.
£ s .
29 14 5
25 3 |
216 3
A
8L 17 1
SRR T
0 &5 6
3014 1
24 10 2
a6 12 4
£336 7 11

¥L
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TASMANIA,
FOREIGN MISSION COMMITTEE REPORT.

On the arrival of the Rev. i. B. Weir on Kpi, he found that repairs were necessary
to the Mission haildings, fences, ete., and these have now been executed at the principal
Station. 1t is proposed to remove the other Station to a nore suitable site purchased
by Mr. Weir, who, since his settlement, has pursued a policy of reorganisation and
coneentration, so saving labour and lessening expenses.

Supplies of (zospels and sehnol hooks being exhausted, Ay, Weir has applied for
reprints. The Guspels are being provided by the British aud Foreign Bible Society,
which will be refunded by the sale of the books. The other hooks asked fur are now
heing reprinted, partly fror proceeds of arrowroot, and partly from funds provided by
the natives themselves. A namber of new hymns, written by native teachers, are being
added to opbe of their hymn books.

A veport on the lands beld by onc Mission on Epi, and also all title deeds iu his
hands, have Lbeen forwarded by the Acting Couvener to the solicitor who is acting on
hehalf of the New Hebrides Mission, and some new landr have been purchased.

The outlay inourred during 1909 has been unusually heavy, owiug to the settle-
ment of our new Missionary, the disrepair of Mission premises, and the establishment of
the Provident Fund.

The contributions from Churches and individuals in Tagirania show a very slight
increase ovor the amount raised last year; but onr present local income would be
inadeyuate to carcy on the work we have undertaken without the generous help which
we are receiving for four years from the Vietorian Church and the J. 3. Paton Fund.
Our aim must be to be self-sustaining before these helping hands are withdrawn.

The Conveuner, Rev, J. Heyer, is at present absent from Tasmania unti! the end of
September, the Rev. R. M. Fraser is Acting-Convener,

The Comimittee recommend that in future all fairs for raising funds for Mission
purposes be solely in aid of Home or Toreign Missions, and that wheun ou behalf of two
funds the proceeds be ilivided equally between them,

We are devoutly thankiul to Goil for the health granted to Mr, and Mrs, Weir, for
the favonr with which they have been received by the natives on lipi, and for evidence
of renewed interest in spivitual things evinced by our people there At the same time,
we appeal to all connected with our Chureh to lay to heart our Lord’s command to carry
the Gospel to every creature, and, in view of the present hopeful opportunity in our own
field, urge a sympathetic and prayecful interest in our Missionary and his work, and a
liberal support of our Voreign Mission Funds, so that the work of Gaod be not hindered.
We also draw the alttention of the men of our Chureh to the starting in Tasmania of a
braneh of the Laymen’s Missionary movement of Australssia, which movement has, in
many lands, already done much towards deepening and widening the interest in the
world’s evangelisation. We are hopeful that this movement way arouse the same
interest in Mission work in Tasmania as it bas done in other countries,

ROBERT M. FRASER, Acting Convener.

TASMANIAN CHURCH—YOREIGN MISSTONS COMMIITEE.
NUATEMENT OF RECEIPTS ANt EXPENOITURE For Yeak BNOING 3lgr DecenyBER, 1906,

Geuerdh i Beehueh | Prowlens g

Balaace from previous year el GO L 0 £14 29 £ 353 0 €83 18 6
Contributions, 1909 .. Lo 271 009 38 1b 1 107 14 1 4i7 4 11

Total Lo X3 B2 60 £52 12 10 £107 19 1 501 4 5

EXPENDITURE,

Provident Fund - — — e 5 0 1450 0 0
Native Teachers . — 2L — 20 ¢ ¢
Rev. J. B, Weir Lo 208 b8 — — 2083 6 8
Convener's Expenses .. 417 u — — 417 0
Printing and Advertising 413 5 — 13 5
Life Assurance Premium e LSS - — W v 0
Board of Missions e U K — — 25 0 0
Travelling Kxpenses .. 330 - — 3 30
Timber 3 69 — - By 9
Btamps and Kxchange ... L T -~ — 0ls 7
Balance . 83 1T 1 32 12 o T8 1 i26 9 o

Total... .. £38012 6 £52 1210 £107)9 1 £501 4

!
@

J. HEYER, Convener,
Hobart, 1st April, 1910, JAMES MURDOCH, Treasurer.
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VICTORTA.
FOREIGN MISSIONS REPURT—MAY, 1009-MAY, 1910.

GRNERAL,

The Committee desires to express its gratitude to God for His blessing upou the
work abroad and for the undonbted vise in the Missionary spirit at home, accompanied
by the manifest working of the Hely 8Spirit in many lives.

A campaign has been carried on by the Laymen's Missionary Movement and the
Student Volunteer Movement, resulting in a deepened Missionary spirit and a quickeneil
spivitual life in many places. In this work the Foreign Missions Committee has taken
part through its Secretary. Missionary news bas been more widely disseminated
through the Messenger, an well as the Record, the Chronicle, and the New Hebrudes
Muyazine, and good maps of our mission fields have been jssted at 23 6d. each. Pamphlet
literature has also been found very helpful in aronsing and maintaining interest, The
Women's Missionary Union, the Fellowship Union, and the Young People’'s Mission
Bang have not only maintained, bat increased, their interest in our Missionary work,
and the Church is under a deep aml growing debt of obligation to these bodies and to
the Laymen’s Missionary Movement. The P, W.M.U. and the L.M.M. include Home
andd Foreign Missions in their activities.

The Committee reports with deep affection for their memory the death of (he Rev.
Dr, A, J. Campbell and the Rev. ¥. A. Hagenauer.

NEW HEBRIDES.

The political situation remains unchanged. Steps have been taken to bave all
Misgiou lands properly surveyed and presented before the Joiut Court by HExperts.
The Commonwealth Governmeat has been approached with a view to having the
Natives’ Advacate appointed without delay by the British and French Governments.,

Spiritually the outlook is full of hope. TLarge numbers are volunteering as
Teachers. and the spirit of liberality is visibly growing Notable instances of this are
the gift of £200 by the Santo Christians to help in Mr. McKeuzie's settlement in Kovea,
aud the domation of £140 to Dr. Nicholson, of Tanna, for the enlargement of his
Hospital.

Dr. Taylor, of Bdinburgh, bas been appointed to succeed Mr. MeKeuzie on Santo,
and Dr. Crombie has been transferred from the service of the John G. Paton Fund to
that of the Victorian Church that he might take charge of the John . Paton Memorial
Hospital which is now being erected at Vila. Dr. Crombie is to be supported by the
Sabbath School Children of Vietoria. Deaconess Main has Leen appuinted as Matron
of the Hospital,

Mr. T. D. Reid and Mr. 5. Robertson were appointad as Mission Carpenters for 12
months each, on Malekula and Tanns respectively.

The thauks of the Church sre due to the Rev. W, M, M. Alexander aud other
friends in connection with the sale of arrowroot, to Mr. H. H. Kemp for invaluable
help iu connection with plans for Hospitals and other Mission buildings, and to the
John ;. Paton Mission Fund for generously allowing Dr. Crombie to go to Vila.

CHINESE.

The Rev. J. Tong Wai, Superintendent of the Chinese Mission, reports favourably
upon the work of our five Catechists. (ireat help has been rendered by Ministers and
other friends. Fresh work has been opened up in Geelong with encouraging prospects,

T'he Chinese School for Children and the Meetings for Mothers have been faithfully
and successfully carried on during the year by Miss Pye and her volunteer stat

Financially this work is the most poorly supported of all our Foreign departments.
‘I'he special attention of the Church ig called to thia fact, that prayer and effort may be
made to put this Mission upon a more satisfactory basis financially.

ABORIGINES.

The Ormond Students have maintained their interest in Mapoon and have entered
upon another year’s campaign, and Dr. J. 8. Yule, of Melbourne, was chosen by the
Presbyterian Chiurel in Western Australia to found the new Mission to the Aborigines
in that State.

The Committee desires more regular news from the Field, that the interest among
our people may be deepened.

KOREA.

This wonderful work is still going ahead by leaps and bounds. The Koreans are

developing qualities of life and charaeter which mark them outas a great Missionary
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people.  Already three Foreign Missionaries are supported by the Native Church, while
the rank and file are entering with great enthusiasm and self-sacrificing zeal upon the work
of winning their own land for Christ. Their objective is— A MILLION KOREANS BEFORE
Ovrorkr, 1910, The British and Foreign Bible Society cannot print Gospels fast
enough, nor the present Missionary Stafil keep pace with the growing demantds of the
work.

Owing chiefly to the influence of the Laymen's Missionary Movement, Canada and
America are putting reinforcements into Korea, und there is a great forward movement
in Vietoria with the same end in view.

The Rev. J. Noble McKenzie has beon sent ont by the Young People’s Mission Band ;
Miss Clerke by the P.W,M.U. as Matron to the Memorial Hospitul at Chinju ; the
Rev, F. J. Macrae, M.A., by four anonymous frieuds ; Mr. R. [). Watron is to go as
the second Missionary of the Fellowship Union ; and Miss Davis, M. A., as the Birthday
Offering Missionary. Other volunteers to fallow later ave C. 1. McLaren, M. 1. ; Miss
Margaret l.. Alexander ; Miss Menie Campbell, M. A., and others.

The Committee desires to express ite devout thankfnlness to (od for the gift of
such highly-trained and spiritual warkers from the ranks of our own students.

By a re-arrangement with the American Presbyterian Board our Chureh is now
vesponsible for 1,600,000 Koreans.

On the Field the work has been greatly blessed of God, and the great need is for
more labourers to reup Lhe abundant harvest.

At Home the interest is steadily growingand the P.W.M U,, Fellowship Union and
Young People’s Mission Bandds are rapidly developing their work. A fete conducted by
the Women’s Union at Myoora realized the noble sum of more than a thousand pounds
for building purposes. Despite this special effort the ordinary funds showed no ten-
dency to decrease.  Valuable Mission Boxes were alse sent out to the various Fields by
the P.W.M. U.

THE OUTLOOK,

Finnucially the present position leaves mucli to be desired, especially in the
deplorable condition of the Chinese Fund. But with the undoubtedly rising tide of
Missionary intevest, and a deepening of spiritual life, the Committee believes the out.
look to be full of hope. [t nrges the Church to double its contributions this year so as
to enable the Committtee to carry on its work and meet the crying need for advance.

A review of the whole situation reveals the necessity for more prayer and effort
that the Church may make 2 more adequate response to the marvellous opportunity
that God has set before us.  Australia is awaking to a National Conseionsness, and she
realizes that she must do & nation's work in the world.  Qur Chavch must take a far niore
worthy share in this great wock of evangelizing the world,  God is giving us the finest
spiritual and intellectual type of men and women for the work, and the Committee confi-
dently looks ta the Church to supply the means to send them: out.  The Home base is now
completely organized with oue P.W. MU, Y. 1" M. B, and L.M.M,, and we see signs
that the Holy Spirit is coming in power upon many members of all"these Societics.
The resull cannot but be a deoper response on the part of the whole Church to the defi-
nite command of the Risen Lord—Go ye, therefore, and make disciples of all the
Nations.”

T. R. CAIRNS, (Convener.
FRANK H. L. PATON, Secretary,
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OR TWELVE MONTHS T¢O 31s7 MARCH, 1810

RECFEIPTR.

New Hebrides Branch —including New Hebrides, Amy
Gertrude  Russell, Dayspring  Maintenance, and
Native Teachers' Funds ... 2,338

Chinese Branch—ineluding Chinese, Aborigines, Korean,
Korean Medical, Novth ¢ueensland, and Caroline

Kay Iunds . 2§02
Presbyterian Women's Missionary Union Fund ... o | TR
Balance--being excess of Fxpenditure over Receipts .. 2,397

£8,881

6 9

123

iy

911

New Hebrides Branch
Chinese Branch

Presbyterian Women'’s

EXPENDITURE.

Missionary Union Fund __.

£ s d
3,83 15
3,643 11 %

1,386 3 3

£8,881 91

R
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WESTERN AUSTRALIA,
REPORT OF THE FOREIGN AND ABORIGINES MISSION COMMITTER.

I. THE MISSION SITE.

Throughout the year much attention has been given to the selection of a suitable
site, and as the outcome of consultations with a Nor’'.West explorer, Walcot Inlet
was chosen, & good harbour heing available and the soil being described as tertile,
On ceceipt of our application for a reserve of 60,000 acves, the iovernment took
exception to its size, and at the same time asked the CommitLoe to give an assurance
that, if a site were granted, no farther State assistance wounld be asked for. An
interview with the Coloninl Secretary fullowed, at which the Preshyterian Chorch
was assured that it would be placed on an equitable footing with other denomina-
tions, akl at Mre. Counelly’s request full information and definite applications were
forwarded 1o him. 1n doing so, it was pointed ount that if no capitation or other grant
were to he made, and the GGovernment, in return for the remission of a few pounds
rent per annum, claimed the right to send as many blacks, diseased or otherwise, as
they chose to the MNission, then it would be preferable to take an area under
pastoral lease.

The foliowing applications were then made ;—That an arew of 20,000 acres on
the Nurthern shore of Walcot Inlet be veserved ; that a grant of tenpenee per day per
native be made, or, as an alternative, that there be an annual grant of £200, and that
a sunitable allowance be made towards the sulary of a teacher. The (Government
replied granting a reserve for 49 years but no financial assistance was promised, and
the Church was to receive and care for all aborviginal natives sent to the Mission by
any person authorised to do so by the Government,

(L. TAIE MISSIUNARY.

Through the Board of Missions an application was made to the Movavian Church
for a Missionary. Bishop La Trobe replied that it was with grest regret he lnd to
say that no man eould be provided. The Board of Missions then forwarded an offev
from Mr, John 8. Yule to act as medical Missionary. Mr. Yule has completed his
medical course at the Melbourne University, and he has had considerable experience
as an agent of the Vietorian Home Committee. His application was eordially supported
by the Board and leading Churchmen in Vietoria. It is to be considered whether
greater success wonld not be ensured by asking Mr. Yule to visit Mapoou after the
completion of his course as a Medical Missionary and so gain experience.

IlI. CONTROL OF THE MISSION,

In accordance with the resolution adopted by the last Ascembly, an application
was made to the General Assembly of Australia to tuke control of the Mission. At
its mecting in Seplember, the following was part of the Deliverance adopted: —

‘“That this Assembly records its gratification with the progress made towards
the opening of our aboriginal mission in Western Australia, and agrees to receive
the Mission when begun under the control of the Board of Missions, nt instrocts the
Board to incur ne monetacy liability tu eonnection with it unless by divection of the
General Assemibly ; also that it expresses a hope that the Weslern Australian
Government will give to the proposed aboriginal mission the same financial help
accorded to similar missions in connection with other Churches in Westein Australia
and enconrage the Presbyterian Church in Western Australia to take the necessary
steps to secure & change in this direction,”

I¥. THE FINANCES.

We again express our gratitnde for the financial assistance afforded by the
Eastern Churches, Victoria collected £197 1s 2d. Collections have heen made in
New South Wales aud Soutl Australia. In March the cheque for £130 from Mr. and
Mrs. W 8. Park was received. The P.W .M. U. has fultilled their promised, and have
£50 1n band.  The retmrns from Congregations and Sunday Schonls have been small,
totalling only £24 25 1d. It is to be remoembered, however, that last Assembly desired
that special effurts this year shonld be devoted to the Home Missions, and further that
great interest caunot be expected until the Mission is an accomplished fact. The total
aum lying to the credit of Foreign Missions is €310 17s. &I, To this will be added the
New South Wales and South Australian collections,

S G PETHERICK (o
G. F. PITCHFORD § “onveners
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FOREIGN AND ABORIGINES MISRION.

Leederville C. K.

Leederville 8.5,

St. Andrew’s Joxes ...

8t. Andrew’s

Geraldton

Boulder

Bonlder 8.8.

Fremantle

Fremantle 8.8,

West Perth

Mr. and Mrs. W, 8. Park

Subiaco

Cottesloe 8.8. .

North ¥Fremantle 8.8,

Maylands -

Maylands 8.8.

Claremont 8.3, ..

Assembly Collections

Br. Meiklejohn

Vietorian Church .

Interest 8s. 8. (less Savings Bank Charges
Is.) ... .
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REPORT OF EVANGELISTIC COMMITTEE

Between two mectings of the (ieneral Assembly it islifficult to get a meeting of
such a committee as last Assembly put in charge of evangelistic work.  Victorian
members met in February to deal with letters from the Rev J. Wilbur Chapman ; but
the whole Committee has met only prior to the present Assembly, and the statement
that it has doue sn is printed hy anticipation. Inguiries have been made by the
Conveners which have enabled them to lay the following information before the
Committee and the Church.

CBAPMAN-ALEXANDER MISSIUN.

Apparently permanent results have followed from the mission conducted by Di.
Chgpman and his co-worker, Mr. C. M. Alexander, in all the centres which they were
able to visit last year. The Conveners on evangelistic work in the various States are
wnanimous in their teatimony to the advantage which our congregations, and the more
general church life of Australia, derived from the coming of these American visitars,
It is therefore pleasing to report that arrangements are.well forward in the inter-
denominational committees, with which your (%(.mmit,t-ee asks authority to continue in
en.operation, for ancther Australian campaign to be conducted in the year 1812
The Churches as such are not required to undertake any financial responsibility in
connection with these arrangements ; but it is earnestly aud confidently hoped that by
sympathy, prayer, and hearty nnion in the services, onr ministers and people will help.
At least 12 months are ta be spent by the American party in the campaign and they
are to visit all the States, besides being for some time in New Zealand. The Assembly
is recommended to approve of the movement in general terms, and to commend the
waorkers and their work to the guidance and blessing of the Holy Spirit.

In correspondence with Lﬁe Conveners of your Committee, after his return to
America, Dr. Chapman offered to send at his own charge a competent and reliable
Preshyterian evangelist, whose worth had been proved in the United States Church, to
labour in the rural areas of our States. The offer was not immediately accepted
because New South Wales had already madse its own plan of services for the year; and
far other reasons others of the States Churches conld not take advantage of Dr. Chapman’s
generous proposal.  The Church in Victoria has now completad its preparations and
will probably secuve Dr, Chapman's assistance in engaging an evangelist for two ycars.
No doubt his services will be available later for other Churches if the arrangement
turns out as happily as onr experience of Dr. Chapman’s methods leads vs to anticipate.
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The following short suinmaries of evangelising in the several States have been made
from materials furnished by the States Conveners, and, in one or two cases, through the
courlesy of the Moderators of theiv Churches.

QITEENSLAND,

This Church for some timo past has not had an evangelistic committee. \When
evangelistic services are conducted they are arranged for by the congregations cou-
cerned and no veports are made to the Assembly.

WESTERN AUSTRALIA.

Apart from oceasional efforts by individual winisters no organised work has been
done ; but advantage has been taken in mang disiriets of the Nicholsen-Hemminger
Mission, which went to the West to represent Dr. Chapman after his departure and was
greatly blessed. The Church has an annual Youth Decision day- the yearly eflort in
each congregation and school to bring young peaple to decision for Christ. Every year
the Church is cheered with some vesults. The coastal congregations aud someo far
inland had much benefit from the services conducted by Me. Nicholson, numibers being
added to the communion roll, Christian Endcavour Societies being formed, and the
weekly prayer meetings greatly enlarged.

TASMANTA.

This Assembly’s Evangelistic Committee is taking up its branch with earnestness
and has arranged, when veporting, a nuwmber of missions in Angust. Four ministers
have consented to carry on the miesions for the Church. 1t is expected that the next
report to the Asgsembly will tell of much good done. During last year the present
BModerator of the Tasmanian Church led a mission in Hobart with encouraging results,

SOUTH AUSTRALIlA,

Tlis Church shared in the privileges of the Chapman-Alexander Mission, later
in the same year the Rev. Andvew Allan spent about three weeks evangelising in two
suburban congregations at Adelnide. The zeal and power of the missioner were
undoulited ; but the known results did not fulfil expectations. Since the South
Anstralian Assembly met in May the Committee has selected evangelists and is negotia-
ting with cangregations to hold series of services. The difticulty felt is the procuring
of evangelists in whom the congregations can have confidence. Some of thuse who
offer from outside the ministry are crude, slight the winisters, and make nothing of the
work unlers they ean preach to crowds,

VICTORIA.

During the year evangelistic services were lield in many churches with favourable
results. Insome Presbyteries the ministers interchanged ; in other cases congregations
made their own arrangements with visiting evangelists ; others availed themselves of
the aid of the ninisters who worked under the special anspices of the State Committee.
The visit of Dr. Chapman and his party gave a great impulse to evangelistic work
throughout the charges of the State, especially those in immediate touch with the
great mission, The missions were all known to be helpful and stimulating, and resulted
not only in accessions to the Clurch but in the uplifting of Christians. In some
charges specially good results were obtained among the boys and girls. The State
Committes has carefully studied the whole question how Dest to carcy on this speeial
waork and have decided to engage a thoroughly qunalified evangelist for two years. It is
endeavouring to raise a fund of £500 to meet the guarantees necessary to prevent the
work becoming a burden to the Assambly.

NEW S0UTH WALES,

The Chapman- Alexander Mission gave a great impetus to evangelistic work in the
New South Wales Chureh. The Committes found itself inundated with applieations
for Missions froin every quarter, and, notwithstanding the large amount of work done,
many applications had to be deferred. The Commitiee was fortunate in securing
suitable agents.  Mr, Hugh Paton, Mr. and Mrs, Cumming, Mr. John Fairley and Mr,
Marsh Tittle all laboured for extended periods with much spiritual edification to the
Churches visited. The Committee prepared and issned leaflots, decision cards and
other literature. The finaneial side of the work was well supported by influential
laymen. and at their instigation collections were prohibited at all evangelistic mestings.
The generous gifts of a few men, together with the free-will offerings of the people,
enabled the year's work to close with a good credit balance, notwithstanding that
nearly £600 was spent.  The Assembly in May endorsed this policy and appointed an
annnal collection,

AUEX STRWART 1 3000 Gonconen,
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REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON RELIGION AND MORATLS AND
SABBATH SCHOOILS.

1. RELIGION AN MORALS,

Your Committee beg to report that evangelistic work is proceeding in some of the
States, partly by special missioners, partly by exchange of mimsters, and partly by
ministers in their own parishes, In New Nouth Wales, several wissioners are being
employed, and in Vietoria a movement has been inaugnrated, and a gnarantee fund
ingtituted, so that & Church Evangelist way be secured.  Dr. Chapman has heen asked
to recommend a suitable man for the position, Dr. Chapman has promised, we under-
stand, to retnrn to Australia in 1912, and proposes to hold Missions of a somewhat
different kind from those previously carried an here and coming into closer toueh with
individual congregations.

It has been suggested that Hvangelistic Missions should be of longer duration in
sach centre, that larger and more lasting resnlts would he obtained if this were dons,
while it is also recommended that ministers shonld be their awn evangelists. It can
hardly be doubted, however, that some men have special gifts for presenting the
Gospel in such a way as to lead the young to decision, and it is for the Uhurch to
recognise and use such men to the full.

With regard o publie morality, the Reports from the various States indicate that
there is much to deplore in the way of parvental laxity, with disastrous effects to young
people.

In Victoria the Chief Justice spoke out very strongly some time agn about the
number of cases that came hefore him of youthful depravity.

In a more recent address he is reported thns :

** He <lid not think that any improvement in morals had taken place, and so far as
he had been able tu observe, the agitation han resulted in nothing but words. The
worst feature was the unconseiousness on the part of the yonng people that it was an
evil—the lapse from virtue. ne found no sense of shame smong those who cught to
be humiliated and overwhelhned with shame, while their people did not regard their
downtall as more than a misfortune which might affect anybody. While that feeling
was manifest in the people, he had doubts for the country’s future. When there was
4 resolution to pursue pleasure, no matter at what cost, disaater musi ensue.”

These are sad and ominous words coming from so high an autbority. It is perhaps,
however, rather early in the day to affirm that no improvement in worals has taken
place since the fivet pronouncement of Sir John Madden. That a very great impression
was niade upon the public mind at the time i3 unquestionable,

From Tasmania vhere comes this alarming paragraph :—' From all parts of
Tasmania evidence is forthcoming of youthful depravity so fearfulas almost to pass the
bounds of belief, Careful investigation discloses the existence of such ignorance of
c¢ven the most elementary principles of our Christian religion, as amounts to the
existence within our horders of & large and scandalous element of actual paganism.”
Various remedies have heen proposed in the way of spevial sermons to the young
people on purity, the suppression by the State of suggestive pictures and flms,
addresses to the young by medical men and women, severe resirictions to be imposed
by law on the sale of certain drugs; night schools, the age of leaving selhool to be
increased from 16 to 18, the institution of an *“ Order of Chivalry,” and the deveolopment
of the White Cross League. The problem before the Church and the community is a
most serinus ane, and demands the most careful consideration hy all lovers of our
country.

T]?e Prime Minister of the Commonwealth Gavernment was recently approached
apon the matter of suggestive pictures, biograph filme, and books, and asked to appaint
a censor 50 that such might be prevented from entering Australin. He could not see
his way to wake such an appoiutment, but promised that if the attention of the
{tovernment were ealled to any partienlur impoctation of an evil character, it would not
he allowed to pass into circulation.

Mr. Fisher thought that the force of educated public opinion would prevent the
owuers of biograph shows from exhibiting pictures of an immoral kind, inasnuch as
they would lose their patrons. We are inclined to think that he is too optimistic in
this idea, and that the exhibition of such pictures blunts the moral sense, and that
““ public opinion” may be ** educated ” by them in a downward direction,

The Prime Minister was also asked to keep out of Australia the films of the recent
prize-fight in America, which are tn formi part of biograph shows here ; but he refused
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o do this, on the ground that *“ the disgusting featuves of the actual fight would vot
be associated with the filma.” We fear, however, that the effect upon our young people
of such sceues being exhibited must be of a demoralising and brutalising eharacter.

In the last Report of the New South Wales Assembly a veference is made to prize-
fighting in that State, which goes under the name of * boxing matches,” and to its
baneful results.

Gambling still appears to prevail largely in Australia, and is fraught with much
danger, especially to our young people, In some States there appear to have beeu
alterations of the law which have effected sume slight improvement. The Tasmanian
* Tattersalls” isreferred 1o by one of our ministers in that island as “ a disgrace so
flagrant as to richly mevic the opprebrium of the other States in the Commonwealth.”

The litguor traffic is vesponsible for much poverty, misery and degradation. In
Victoria a large number of hotels have been closed, compensation being paid by those
permitted to remain, and it is hoped that the drinking may be lessened in consequence.

Laxity in the ohservance of the Lord’s Day seems to be increasing everywhere, and
entertainments on that day, rhinly veneered by sore *‘sacred” musie, are springing
up in many places where hitharto such have been unknown, What etfect this is almost
certain to have upon the religion and morals of our people may easily be predicted. In
Victoria special inducements are offered for railway travel to country places on the
Lovd’s Day, by tickets being issued at rates below those charged on other days of the
week, and even below holiday excursion fares, which is a distinct temptation to young
people in the direction of Sunday pleasuring.

Altogether the outlock over Australia is far from reassuring. Tt must be remem-
bered, however, that while the forces of evil are very powerful—thers are moral and
spiritual forces at work which are making themselves increasingly felt. The Church,
as a whole, and many individual Christians working in such societies as have been
formed to unmask and combat social ill-doing, are, in public and in private-—by prayer
and united action —endeavouring to stem the tide of evil that is threatening to submerge
society, and they need and deserve the encouragement of every right-thinking man and
WOMAIL.

With the courage of faith the Church must go forth to face the forces of unright.
eousness that are s prevailing, ever remembering that her sutliciency has been and ever
must be of God.

1V, SABBATH SCHOOLS.

While not pretending to give a perfectly accurate statement of the total number of
teachers and scholars throughout the Commonwealth, we have reasun to believa that
wa possess aboul 7991 teachers (2783 mien and 5208 women) and 74.848 scholars (33,372
boys and 41,474 girls). Speaking generally, the average attendance does not appear to
be all that could be wished for.

(2) Examinations of the scholars are carried on, n all the States, with nwore or less
satisfactory results. But the whole system of teaching, the mare exact grading of
lessons tou the age and mental calibre of the scholar, and espeeially the training of the
teachers for their work, has been ths subject of earnest consideration, and it is well
that there shonld he no stagnation—no quiet contentment with past success, if greater
etficiency can be secured in the fotuve.

In Victoria, the International Series has been objected to ou the ground that the
same passages are selected for study by scholars of all ages, and that the continuity of
the lessons is not based on the best method. And a new sclieme of lessons has heen
prepared, which is to be tried in some schools, with the view of discovering whether
such a scheme would be an improvement on the older one. Tt has also been suggested
that the memory work to be done by scholars should be of a more effective kind, and
a selection of Scripture passages, Psalms, Hymus, Prayers and Catechism questions
has been provided for the nse of such schools as are willing to take them.

[t will be interesting to learn the rceults of the experiment, when suflicient time
has elapsed to test if.

In Western Australia, a special Booklst of Scripture passages 1o be memorised by
the scholars has been issued.

13) As to the training of teachers, different methods are being employed in onr
various Btates. In New South Wales a movement is on foot towards the uniting of the
denontinations in some course of instruction which wauld be open to teachers of all the
Churches. The Sunday-sehool Union of Victoria has had for many years its Nornial
College, with varicus branches in the larger centres of population. The *° Welfare of
Youth ” Committee of the Victorian Church ineludes a Committee on Teacher Training,
and the snbject is receiving much attention. The recommendation of our last General
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Assembly to the Theological Halls as to the training of our futnre Miuisters in the art
of teaching, has not been carried ont as yet. In Victoria, the State Assembly resolved
* that a Course of Lectures on the Art of Teaching bte arranged for in the
Theological Hall, as soon as funds are available, and instruet the Theological Hall
Committee to endeavorr to obtain funds for this purpoese.” In Naw South Wales
it does not appear thal anything has been done in this direction. It is proposed in gome
quarters that Ministers should try to train their own teachers, nsing as text books
the * Canadian Teacher-training Sevies.” In Queensland examinations of teachers
willing to study the Canadian books by themselves ave to be held at intervals,

{4) With regard to the very important matter of tie scholars joining the Chureh
by confession of faith, the returns on the subject are very defective.

1n Vietoria, it is reported that out of 1362 persons admitted to the Communion for
the first time, 453 cante directly from the Sabbath Schools. In Queensland, 145
scholars becaine communicauts last year, There can be little douln that Dr. Chapman's
Mission services had a good ddeal to do with additions which were made to the member-
ship of the Church from our Sabbath Schools.

{5) Imperfect information prevents yonr Comwmittes from showing how far the
Nabhath Schools as a whole are vesponding to the wissionary appeal. It is much to be
dasired that opportunity should be given in all our schools for & weekly offering by the
scholars for the support of mission work.

{6) In some quarters the Bible-class movement has made great strides.  In Victovia,
1200 men and 500 women have been enrolled, and these are alliliated ju a Bible-class
Union. There is every prospect of further development, The young men have under.
taken to raise part of the salary of a Home Mission Ageut in South Anstralia, and the
young women mean tu devote their energies to the support of a ¢ Girls’ Home ™ in
Melbourne, and other objects of a similar kind.

(7} The proposal t> make one Sabbath of the year * Young People's Day,” with
special services provided for it, as resolved upon at the last (General Assembly of our
Church, has met with a very general response,

In closing this Report, your Committee woukl express their warm appreciation of
the earnest and self.denying efforts of our Sabbath-schuol teacliers and officers, who
deserve the thanks of the whole Presbyterian Church of Australia.

Perseveringly, patiently, chesrfully do the teachers take up their task of instruction,
and it is for the Church to support them in every possible way, and to secure for them
the best training that can be given, in order that they may be fully equipped for the
regponsible position which they oceupy.

W. & ROLLAND, Convener.

:
REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON APPENDIX TO HYMNARY,

Your Uomimittee have pleasure in reporting that they have completed their work.
Immediately after last Assembly, in accordance with its resolution, orders werve
forwarded to Mr. Krowde to print the Appendix on the terms mentioned in his lettor,
but omitting a few of the more costly copyright tunes. Some delay was caused through
conmnunications between the printer and the Committee anent slight alterations : In
the name for instance, which was changed to ** Supplement,” the inclusion of the name
New Zesland on the title page and for which we had ne anthority, and other small
matters.

Advanee copies arvived in May of this year, with the promise that in a short time
supplies would be put on the market, It was then discovered that through an
nnfortunate misunderstanding the words edition had been printed for the edition seold
in Australia at 2s. 6d.,, the more costly of the two in more common use.  Steps were
takeu to acquaint Mr. Frowde of the maiter aud the fact that it might seriously
mterfere with the popularity of Lhe supplement. Letters are to hand as we prepare our
report, stating that he will print the supplement ib the clieaper edition athis own cost,
and they should in a short time be also on the market.
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The sapplement has been printed separately in music and words, and in words
only, so that they that have the Hymnary already may not be put to the expense of
purchasing new books. These can be had at the hooksellers at 8. each for the music
and words, and 3d. for the words only.

It is also inclnded in all the popular sizes issued, the cost of the music edition
complete being now 3s, the 24mo. edition 2s. 6., and shortly it will be obtainable in
the cheaper edition at about Is.

The bill of costs has beent received and sent on to the Finance Committee, It is
within the sum authoriged by the Assembly by one or two pounds.

Your Comimittee believe the Assembly, when il sces the supplement, will be pleased
with the printer’s work, and they hope the Ministers will each do their part in recom-
mending the supplement, which it is confidently hoped will stop auy drift toward
Chuareh Praise, and encourage the adoption of the Hymmn Book anthorised by the

Chureh.
GEORGE CARSON, Convener.

6
REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON SABBATH SCHOOL HYMNAL,

Your Comniitiee, as instrueted by resolution of last Asscmbly, communicated with
Mr. Henry Frowde in regard to the publication of a Hymnal suitable for Australia.
Copies of the letter sent to and received from Mr. Frowde are printed, for the informa-
tion of the Assembly.
TU MR. FROWDE.

At the last meeting of the GGeneral Assembly of Aunstralia it was agreed to authorise
the Committee to * carry on and if practicable conclude negotiations with the
publishers and owners of the Hymnary for the Xoung for the issue of an enlarged
edition of that book, suitable for use in Australir,”

Wiat is wa.nted is a book primarily for the yonmg—one that also might be nsed asg
a home and  country “service hymn book. We are very desirous of having a book for
universal use among the Presbyterians of this great land—one that would (1) suit the
children, (2} be fitted for family worship, and (3) serve for country services on week-
nights and on Sundays. Such a book would need to contain : —

(¢) A number of psalms aml paraphrases.

() A number of the hest children’s liymua.

(¢} A small proportion of ditticult hymns, such as only trained singers can vender.

(d) A selection of a few of the best hymns of the Sankey type.

te) A few hymus, words to be specially composed here, to suit Australian condi-
tions, which are in many instances so different from those obtaining in{ireat
Britain,

For instance (1} many Anstralians sntfer from heat, but not wany from eold.  (2) The
summer here is often regarded as trying, while the winter is generally delightful.
(3) Hymms of thanksgiving for rain are needed, and we have not only the ““ golden
grain ' to acknowledge, but also the ¢ fleecy wool.”  (4) We want not only *f (zod Save
the King” bunt also “ God Save Australia,” for the patricotic spirig iz strony here.

Now, your ¢ Church Hymnary, abridged edition for the young, with musie, treble
and alto parts, statf’ notation,” is a handy little book, but it contains a great many
hymns that are too heavy —hymns that are suitable for use in churches and big schools,
but they are not suitable for many of our country centres and homes.  We find that all
sorts of books are in usein onr schools, homes, and conntey services. We want an
Australian Hymn Book to take their place - one that right be circulated east, west,
novth, and south.

Is there any way by which you can help us? Would an entirely new bouk be a
possibility 2 Would it be a venture that you would care to enter npon? A good book
should, and no doubt would, command a large, and after a time almost exclusive sale ;
and, once issuerl, it should have an aninterrupted run for many years.  Will you think
this matter over, and write me fully at your earliest convenience ¥ rememberiug that
we, as a Church, are too weak as yet to run a menetary visk.
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FROM MR, FROWDE.

I have carefully considered the question of producing a hymn book on the lines youn
indicate. I think there is room for sueh a book, and 1 therefore give below some
details in eonnection with the preparation of hymn hooks generally. The success of the
work depends in a great measure (1) upon the relection, and (2) as to whether your
Assembly will authorise the use of it in their ehurches thronghout the Commonywealth.

1 think the first thing for you to de would be for you to give me a preliminary list
of the proposed contents, so that 1 may have a basis to work npon. Tn making up your
selection yom should avoid as far as possible the use of copyright hymns. 1 do not
mean to say that you should necessarily exclude all copyright hymns, but if it is the
question of selecting one or two l)ieces comsisting of a copyright and a non-copyright
hymu, then the preference miglt be given to the non copyright piece, all other things
being equal. This applies move particularly to tunes than to words, because it is uot
unusual for a copyright owner to ask ag much as ten gnineas as the fee required for the
use of his tune.

Will you require more than one mueic and words edition? For the music edition
I suggest the family edition of the Church Hymnary (crown 8vo.) as the pattern forsize
and type, unless it is your intention to give treble and alto parts only, in which case a
book a size smaller would meet the case  But if the four parts are to be given then the
book should not he smaller than erown 8vo., or the type will have to be very small,
‘The words edition (I ami assuming that only one words edition will be wanted) might
he the size of the nonpareil Church Hymnary, No. 8, set in double columns, unless you
think that is too small a type.

On receiving full particulars I hepe to be able to make a definite offer.

W. H. ASH, Convener.

“

REPORT OF COMMITTEE RELATIVE TO THE RECORD.

Your Committee have the honor to state that the present civculation of the
Magazine has reached a total of 9838 copies, showing an increase on the number
reported to last General Assembly of 239,

The table appended will explain distribution of the Record in the Commonwealth
and in the Dominion.

1909, 1910, Incrense. Decreage.

Queensland . 454 .. 441 ... —— .. 13
New South Wales Lo 045 L 1345 0 30U .
Victoria ... - .. 6932 .. 68915 ., —— .. 17
Tasmania ... " 950 Bl —— ... 34
South Australia . 518 .. 505 .. --— .. 13
Western Australia 325 . 383 .. — .. 2
New Zealand 168 .. 146 ... = 12

9627 9836 300 91

We are glad to note the increased circulation in New South Wales, and hope that
the Record may find its way to many more Sabbath Schools in all our States.

There seems to be no reason why the circulation should not reach an annual total
of 13,000 when it is remembered that we have no less than 74,000 Sabbath Scholars
in the various States. If all our Ministers, Superintendents and teachers wonld kindly
commend the Record to the young people, and nrge its adoption in the Schools with
vigour and earuestness, we believe that thia total might yet be reached.

Besides stimwating & general interest in Missions among the Scholars, the
reading of such a Magazine must tend to foster in our young people 3 sense of our unity
as a Church—suvely a most desirable thing in itself.

Through the kindness of two friends, anxious to develop the Missionary spirit in
the readers of the Record, prizes wers otfered last year for the best essays on the topie
¢« My Missionary Hero.” Well written papers were sent in from many parts of
Australia, aud the prizes went to Queensland, The prize-winners' essays were printed
in the Record.
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By a new agreement entered into with the Publishers of the Hecord (covering a
period of five years), which will come into force en January lst, 1911, a royalty at the
rate of £4 per thousand copies in circnlation, will be paid annually pro rata to the
Churclies interestec.

W. 8. ROLLAND, Convener,

8
REPORT FROM QUEENSLAND ASSEMDBLY.

At Brisbane, and within St Andrew's Church, Tuesday, 10th May, 1910, the

jeneral Assembly met pursuant to adjournment and was constitnted with prayer.

Inter Atia,—Called for the Report of the Committee appuinterd to prepave a report
in obedience to the divection of Minnte 71, 1909, General Assembly of Australia.
The report was presented by the Clerk. It is as follows . —

Unto the Venerable the General Assembly of Aunstralia indicted to mest in Sydney,
on the 28th September, 191y,

In obedience to the direction given in Minute 7], Minutes and Froceedings of the
General Assembly of Australia, 1909, the Queensland State Assembly bega to report : —

I. That on the 8th September, 1909, the Queensland State Assembly met
pro re nata for the purg)se of considering and dealing with matters arising ont of the
judgment of the High Court of Australia, in the action of the Reverend William Scott
Frackelton rerrus the Reverend William Sweyn Macqueen and others.

2. The Assembly adopted the following resolution :~—** Whereas, in the rase of
Frackelton wversis Macgneen and others, which has been tried in the Supreme and
Full Courts of Queensland, and iu the High Court of Australia, it has been held by all
the Judges that the sentence of suspension passed upon the NRev. William Seott
Frackelton by the (teneral Assembly of the Preshyterian Chureh of Australia in
Queensland, on  May Ith, 1907, was not passed in accordance with
the rules of the Presbyterian Church of Anstralia, this  Assembly, while
still  believing that the said sentence of suspension was in  accordance
with the rules and with the practice and procedure established in the Chareh, yet,
tnasmuch as the unanimous finding of the Judges, who have tried the case, is to the
contrary, it appears that the principles and practice of the Vresbyterian Church are
not set forth in our rules and forms of procedure with sufficient fulness, and that
it is possible to read these otherwise thau has been our eustom, thia Assembily resolvey
to recall the sentence of suspension passed upon the Rev. William Scott Frackelton, on
May 10th, 1907, and it is hereby recalled and the clerk instructed to notify the Kev.
William Seott Frackelton and the Presbytery of Brishane accordingly.”

3. The Rev. W. 8. Frackelton and the Preshytery were duly uotified in terms of
the above resolution.  On the 12th October, 194, in accordance with above resolution,
the name of the Rev. W. 8. Frackelton was entered on the roll of the Presbytery of
Brisbane as Minister of the Ann Street Charge.

4. On 22nd February, 1910, the Presbytery of Brishane commenced a visitation of
the Ann Street Charge, which visitation is still proceeding.

3. On 4th May, 1910, the General Assembly of (Jueensland received from the
Presbytery of Brisbane a report stating, infer afie : © Furthermore, the Rev. W. 8.
Frackelton, acting on a finding of the High Court of Australin, which declared tLat the
sentence of suspetision pronounced against him, by the State Assembly of 1907, was
illegal, and therefore upll and void, took possession of the pulpit of Ann Street
Charge on the 23rd May, 1909, and preached therefrom, and also appeared in the
Presbytery on the 6th July, 1909, and demanded that his name be placed on the roll,
and spoke and voted in the Presbytery before the State Assembly had had an
opportunity to consider the situation in the light of the Civil Court’s deeision.”

At this stage the Assembly resolved to adopt the Supplementary Report presented
by the Presbytery of Brisbane.

For the eousideration of tlie Report the house resolved inte Cormittee of the Whole.

The Assembly resumed. The Clerk reported that the Committee of the Whole
recommended the Report prepared by the special Committee be the Report from this
Asscmbly to the General Assembly of Anstralia. The recommendution was adopted and
the Assembly resolved aceordingly.

Clused with prayer.

Extracted from the Records of the (Yeneral Assembly by me,

RICHARD KERR, Clork.
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9

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON FEDERATION OF
PROTESTANT CHURCHES.

At the last meeting of the Geneval Assembly, the Committee was instructed to
continue its negotiations with the other Protestant Churches, sn as to present 2. 8cheme
of Polity to the following Assembly. Acordingly the Committes has met with the
simnlar Cammittees of the Congregationalist and Methodist Churches. The Victorian
section of the joint Committees met in Melbourne, and the New South Wales section
in Sydney. Both sections have been in communication with each other, and the result
has been the drafting of the Scheme of Polity, which is herewith presentetl to the
General Assembly.

This Seheme alang with the Basis of Doctrine was presented to the Congregational
Union ot Australasia at its meeting in Hobart, in January last, and after considerable
discussion a motion was passed unanimously expressing a general approval of the
documents, and the hope that the movement might be crowned with success. The
Scheme of Polity was also presented to the General Conference of the Methodist
Church of Aunstralasia at its meeting in May last, at which a general approval was
also ecarried.

Up to the present, the Committee has bad no further correspondence with the
Church of England. It was agreed that no further negotatiions could be held except
in common with the vther Protestant Churches, with which the Committee had already
lieen in eocrespondence, and this the Chureh of England eould not do nntil they received
authority from theiv Genernl Synod.

The united classes of the Theological Students of the three Churehes have heen
continued in St. Andrew s College, Sydney, on Monday afterncons during the session,
and have been conducted by Prineipal Thatcher, B.I)., of Camden College
{Congregationalist,) and Mr, Northcote, of Newington (ollege {Methodist), and Dr.
Clouston, of St. Andrew's College {Presbyterian).

DRAFT SCHEME OF POLITY.

(Accepted by the Joint Committees of the Congregationalist, Methodist, and
Presbyterian Churches).

1.—CHURCH MEMBERSHID.

. The conditions of full membership in the Church shall he confession of faith in
our Loxrd Jesus Christ, and an ontward life in conformity therewith, and participation
in the Lord’s Supper.

2. Admission to full membership shall be hy the Klders' Meeting, or by the local
Church on the nomination of the Elders’ Meeting, with the approval of the Minister.

3. All persons who have been admitted and enrolled in the full membership of the
Church, and are not less than twenty-ohe years of age, shall have a voice and vote in
the control and direction of its afuirs.

IT.—CHURCU COURTS,
The names of the various Church Courts shall be :(—
{er) The Ellers’ Meeting.
{h) The Parish Council.
{¢} The District Synod.
{c€) The Provincial Conference.
{e) The GGeneral Assembly.

HL.—THE MINISTRY. ‘

). A candidate for the ministry mast be a member of the Church tn full commmunion,
must have given evidence of the possession of gifts as a preacher, and be approved by
the Parish Council on tlie nomination of the Minister.

2. He shall then be examined and spproved by a Comniittee of the District Synod
as to his religious experience, hig qualifications as a preacher, and his general suitability
for the work of the Ministry,

3. Before entering upon hig theolagical training, every candidate, except as
hereinafter provided, must produce evidence to the College Committee of the GGencral
Assembly that hie has obtained or qualified for a University degree, of which Greek has
been one of the subjects. Provided that, when a candidate has passed the first year's
exaniination in Arts at a recognised University (including Greek az one of the subjects),
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he may, on petition to the Provincial Conference, be aunthorised to proceed to the
Theological Hall,

4. In special cases, where a University course, or any part thereof, is, in the
opinion of the Provincial Conference, not possible, or dves not seem advisable, the
College Committee shall admit such camdidates tn the Theological Hall on the
following conditions :

() That they have served the Clurch as recognised Home Missionavies or Lay
Preachers fov at least one year previous to their nomination as candidates.

{b) That they fulfil the conditions laid dowuo in 1 and 2.

(e} That they pass through a prelininary course of training under the Assembly’s
College Committee for a period of three years in such subjects as are
approved, and pass such examinations as are prescribed by the Assembly.

3. The course of study at the Theological Hail shall extend over a period of three
years, and candidates must pass an exit examination and be certitied by the College
Committee to the Provincial Conference, with whom shall lie their acceptance for the
Ministry of the Church.

6. Anyone who is deemed by the {ieneral Assembly to have given proof of heing

specially qualified for the work of the Ministry may be placed on the voll by a
vesolution of the Assembly, adapted by two- thirds of those present.
7. The office of Lay Preacher shall be recognised as part of the organisation of
the Church, Before enrolling a Lay Preacher, the Parish Conncil shall examine him as
to his knowledge of the Seriptures and of Church doctrine, and shall be satisfied of his
fitness for the work,

1V, CONSTITCTION OF CHURCH COURTS,

1. In connection with each local Chnreh there shall be officers, designated Elders,
to be elected by and from the full members of such Church.

2. The nuwber of Klders in a local Church shall be determined hy regalations
hereafter to be adopted.

3. They shall be elected for a period not to exceed three years, subject to the
provision that in cases of the firat clection in any local Church one-third of those electerd
ghall retire at the end of the first year, and another third at the end of the sceond.
The elections shall take place annually, ‘The retiring Elders sholl be eligible for
re-election.

4. The Klders' Meeting shall consist of :

{¢) The Minister or Ministers of the Parish.
{#) The Elders of the local Chureh.

5. The Elders’ meeting sball have the spivitual oversight of the local Chureh, and
shall have charge of the admission to membership, the conduat of menihers with power to
exercise discipline, the administration of the Sacraments, the religions training of the
young, the arrangements for public worship including the Service of P'raise, the care uf
the poor and the sick, and, generally, the consolidation uwnd extension of the werk of

iodl in the loeal Chureh.

6. A Parish may conaist of oue or more local Churches having an Elders' Mecting,
awd under the pastorate of ane or more Ministers.

-

7. The Parish Council shall consint of 1 —

(e} The Minister or Ministers of the Pavish,
{b} The Elders and Lay Preachers of the Parish.

The Vietorian Committee desire the addition of these words 1—

{¢) Represenvatives of Boards of Trustees, vr Managers, snch representatives
Leing niembers of the Church.

8. The functions of the Iarish Council shall be : —

. (@) The maintenance of the Ministry within the Parish, and the oversight of

each ;}),roperty therein, in accordance with the general rvegulations of the
Church.

{#) To deal with all matters connected with the establishment of new stations
and churches within the Parigh.

{c) The management of all efforts in aid of Home and Foveign Missions within
the Parish.

(@) The forwarding of memorials aud recommendations to the District 8ynod
tomching the general work of the Parish, ov referring to the general work
of the Church within the State,
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(¢} The issuing of invitativns to Ministers, the arrangement of appnintments to
the Pariah, and the congideration and determination of matters relating
thereto, in harony with the regulations governing the same.

() The consideration of applications »f caudidates for the Ministry.

(#7) ‘The general moral and spivitual government of the Parish.

{k) The exanination, approval and enrolient of Lay Preachers.

9. The District Bynod shall consist of -

{e) AN Ministers within the district who are engaged in Pastoral chargess
Colleges of the Church, or departments of Church work.

() Aged or Supernumerary Ministers whose names are placed on the roll
of the District Synod by the Provincial Conference.

{¢) Hepresentatives elected annually by each Parish Council from among their
own number in equal proportion to the Ministers.

10. The Provineial Conference shall consist of :—

(r} All Ministers who are members of the District Synods within the Provinee,
() Uepresentatives elected by the Pavish Couneils in the same proportion as to
the Disivriet Synad.
11. The General Assembly shall consist of an equal number of Ministers and
non-ministerial representatives chosen by the Provincial Conference,

V,—TERM AND METHOD OF AFPPOINTMENT OF MINISTERS T CHARUES,

I. Al ministerial appointments shall be made by the Provineial Counference at its
Annual Meeting, subject to the couditions hereinafter expressed.

2. Prior to the meeting of the Provincial Conference, a Parish te which an
appoint,ment falls to be made ehall have the right to nominate an eligible Minister.
This nomination shall be made at a meeting of the members of the Pavish, or in such
other way as the Parish Couneil may determine.

3. When the nomination is made it shall be tranamitted to the Provincial Confer-
ence through the District Synod, who, if they know any cause why the appointment
would be unsuitable, may express their judgment when tranemitting the nomination.

4. 1f the nomination he ratifiedd by the Provincial Conference, tiie Minister shall be
appointed for three years,

5. At the end of the term of three years the Parvish may renew its invitatiou, as
in the firat instance, and thercupon the Provincial Conference may, if found desirable,
renew theappointment abnually for not morve than five years.

6. In epecial cases, pastorates may be extended beyoud 10 years by ths Provincial
Couference on the invitation of the members of the Parish,

7. 1n cases in which the nomination of the Parish i3 set aside by the Provigeial
Conference, and another appointment made, such appointiment shall be for five years.

8. When the appointment is made it shal) be the function of the District Synod to
induct the Minister inta his charge.

9. In case of a vacaney through death or auy other canse, during the year, an
appointment shall be made for the remainder of the year by the Distriet 8y nod,

10. Allexisting vights between Alinisters and Chuorches at the date of the Union
shall be couserverd during existing pastorates ; but at their termination those Ministers
and Charches, and all Ministers recetved and Churches established after consummation
of Union, shall be subject to the foregoing regulations.

11, Appeals are to be allowed, wherever the general interests of the Churel are
concerned, under regulations to be hereafter determined.

12.  Although the normal term of ministerial appointments is as stated in the fore-
going paragraphs, the Provincial Conference may, if it judge it in the best interests of
the Church, terminate an appointment at any time.

Notk. —The guestion whether or not matters relating to the admission of Miuisters
and disciplinary action regarding Ministerial creed and conduct shall be determined by
a (ourt consisting of Minmisters only, was left over for consideration by some special
representative body previons to final acceptance of Union.

\WW. H. BEALE, i
JAMES BUCHAN, . Secretariex.
T. E. CLOUSTON, \
Sydney, 14th Decembwer, 1904
[n the name of thie Committee,
T. E. CLOUSTON, Convener.
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REPORYT OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE RECEPTION OF
MINISTERS.

Rev., W. F. Turros.—Certificate of Disjunction having been received from
the Congregational Union of New South Wales, your Committee, in terms of remit
of last Ueneral Assembly, agreed to receive him as an ordained minister eligible
for a call.

The following petitions have been received .—
{1} Rev. W. 8, Wurrriex, D L.

To the Venerable the General Assembly of the Preshyterian Church of Aus-
tralia,

The undersigned heraby respectfully petitions your Venerable Court, request-
ing that he he re.admitted as a Minister of the Presbyterian Church of Australia
in New South Wales, i which he was formerly a Minister for some years.

Your petitioner, William Scott Whitiier, was born in 1847, near Halifax,
N.S., Canada, and took the full seven years’ course of study as prescribed by
our Canadian Church, viz,, four years in Arts {in Dalhousie University, Halifax)
and three years in Theology (in the Theclogical Hall, Halifax).

He was licensed and ordained by the Presbytery of Halifax in May, 1880.

Resigning Chalmers” Church, Halifax, le came to Australia in 1886, and was
assistant to Rev. John Walker at Germanton, and afterwards Minister of Cul-
cairn (1886-1892). {See records of Wagga Wagga Preshytery, and minutes of
General Assembly of New South Wales.) 3

Being granted leave of absence by his parish and Presbytery, he visited
Canada, carrying the credentials of the New South Wales General Assembly to
%les Pan-Presbytevian  Alliance and fo the General Assemblies of Canads and

S.A.

Family afflictions caused him to resign his charge, and he was called to Grey-
friars (U.P.) Church, in Trinidad. B.YW.T, where he served ten years, {Extract
Minutes of Preshytery of Trinidad.)

Since then he has endeavoured tu do some service as requested under both the
H M. and the F. M, Committees of the Canadian Church, until Jannary last, when
he declined a call to St. Columba Church and retnrned to Australia, (Extract
Minutes from Records Preshytery of Victoria, B,C,)

Hiz Preshyterial Certaficate from the Halifax Presbytery is presented
herewith.

As showing petitioner’s liking for good coinpany, it may be fitting ta mention
that he was a member of the United Free (General Assembly in 1904, and was
by that Assembly appeinted among the Scottish members to the “Pan’ Alliance
at Liverpoo! {1904); that he represented the West Indies in the World's S8,
Convention in_ Jerusalem (1904}, and again in Rome (1907} ; and was a mermber
of the General Meeting of the Evangelical Alliance, London (1907},

While atfending the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church of the
United States {N.) at Washington {accredited by the General Assembly of New
South Wales), some friends interested themselves in securing for your petitioner
the honorary degree of Doctor of Divinity from Gale College, Michigan, This
is the only degree he carries, and he is not to blame for this one,

Your petitioner leaves himself freely in your hands, as oune whose only wish

is to know in what part of. the wide harvest-field it is the Master's will that he
should serve,  Your decision will be His voice to your petitioner,

W. SCOTT WHITTIER.

{ Fawson Street, Halifax, N8,
11th June, 1910.

This certifies that v, . Scott Whittier is a Minister of the Presbyterian
Chnreh in Canada in good and regular standing, and that at present his name is
on the appendix to the roll of the Presbytery of Halifax, of which he was for
many vears an honoured and heloved member. Ile is hereby commended to the




B

confidence of the brethren wherever his lot may be cast, He will do splendid work
for the Master in connection with any Presbytery.

JOHXN MeMILLAN, Clerk Presbytery of lalifax.

8t. Aon’s United Free Church, Port of Spain, 16th January, 1906, which
day and place the Iresbytery of Trinidad met and was duly constituted.

Inter aliv: UOn motion by Dr. Morton, the following resolution was placed
on revord :—‘Dr, Whittier tendered the demission of his congregation, and asked
that the demission take effect from 30th June; the Hon, George Goodwille stated
that to save delay in taking steps to secure a successor to v, Whittier, the con-
gregation had, at its regular meeting, agreed not to raise any objections to the
acceptance by the Dresbytery of Dr, Whittier's demission; in view of these facts
and circumstances, the Presbhytery does now agree, with much regret and brotherly
sorrow, to accept the demission of Rev. William Scott \Whittier, 1>.1)., oi the con.
gregation of Greyfriars® Church, Port of Spain, to date from 36th June.”

K. J. GRANT, Clerk.

I certify that the foregoing are correct cxcerpts from the Records of the
Preshytery of Trinidad, made on this 24th day of October, 1806, by me,

K, J. GRANT, Clerk.

At Culcairn, on the 8th day of June, 1910, which day the I'resbytery of Wagga
Wagga, heing duly met and constituted with prayer,

Inter wlie : The petition of Rev. Dr., Whittier for reception as a Minister hy
the Preshytevian Church of Australia, was considered, and on the motion of Mr,
Munro, seconded by Rev. W, M, Herd, M.A_, the Preshytery unanimously resolved,
““That the petition of the Rev. Br. William Scott Whittier be received and trans-
mitted to the Federa) (ienera) Assembly of Australia, through its Committee, with
the recommendation that, subject to the production of his Presbyterial Certificate,
the prayer of his petition be granted.™

Closed with prayer.

Extracted from the records of the Preshytery of Wagga Wagga this tenth
day of June, 1910, hy me,

RUBERT KAY, Preshytery Clerk.

Your Committee recommends that the prayer of the petition be granted,

(2) Rev, Joux F, MACALLISTER, M A,

To the Venerable the (ieneral Assembly of the Presbyterian Church of
Australia, :

The petition of the andersigned respeetfully showeth ;—

That your petitioner was horn in Glasgow, Scotland, and is now 49 years of
age, and is at present a Minister in full standing of the Preshyterian Church of
New Zealand,

That your petitioner was educated at the Normal School, Glasgow, and with
his parents arrived in Sydney in 1884,

That in the same year your petitioner became a member of the Glebe Presby-
terian Church, and shortly afterwards was invited to accept the position of Con-
gregational Missionary to the above church.

That your petitioner, after some years successlul labour in this sphere, having
resolved to give his life for the Mimistry, returned to Scotland, and entered the
Eniversity of Glasgow, where he graduated as Master of Arts,

That your petitioner then hecame a student at the Free Church College, (ilas-
gow, and on completion of the theological course wag licensed by the Glasgow
Presbytery,

Shartly afterward yomr petitioner came to New Zealand, and was ordained
and inducted into the charge of Owaka, in the Clutha Presiwtery, but after a

~

short pastorate was translated to Waiwera South, within the same Presbytery,
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That after five years of strenumous work your petitioner sustained a serious
breakdown in health, which compelled him to demit his charge.

That your petitioner, after a prolonged rest of nearly two years, recovered his
healih again, and for some time engaged in ordinary “supply”” work in the varioua
Presbyteries of New Zealand. .

That beconung possessed by a strong desire Lo settle permanently in the more
congenial climate of Australia, your petitioner resolved to leave New Zealand,
and arrived in Nyduey in October last,

That since then vour petitioner has been engaged by the Home Mission Com-
mittee of the Preshytevian Chureh of New South Wales, and is presently in charge
at Junee.  Attached hereto is petitioner’s certificate from the Clutha Presbytery,
New Zealand,

Your petitioner. therefore, prays your Venerable Court to admit him as a
Ainister of the 1resbyterian Church of Australia,

And your petitioner, as in duty hound, will ever pray.

JOHN F. MACALTISTER.

June 3rd, 1910,

This is to certify that the Rev, John Ferguson Macallister, M. 4.  has been
a wmember of this {the Clutha) Presbytery of the 1'resbyterian Church in New
Zealand for the last seven years—fivst as Minister of Owaka, and latterly of
Waiwera and Clydevale, and leaves in good standing as a Minister of this Church.
Ar. Macallister is a wman of genial disposition, a good preacher, and a hard worker,
{n his resignation of Waiwera, at owr last meeting of Presbytery an appreciative
minute {enclosed herewith) was carried wnanimously, and a number of ihe brethren
present spoke of the regard in which he was held as a man and as a Presbyter,
and of their deep regret at his resigrnation, and especially at the facl that =
temporary breakdown in health and the need of a prolonged period of rest had eom-
pelled him to take such a step,

By ovder of the Clutha Preshytery,

S, W, CURRIE, Preshytery Clerk,
The Manse, Balclutha,
29th Reptember, 1904,

At Culeaivn, the eighth day of June, 1910, which day the Presbytery of Wagua
Wagga, being duly met and constituted with prayer,

Duter afie : The petition frum the Rev, John Ferguson Macallister for admission
as a Minister of the Presbyterian Church of Awstralia was considered, On the
motion of Mr. P. Rell Munro, seconded by Rev. W. M. Herd, the Preshytery
unanimously resolved, **That the petition of the Rev, John Ferguson Macallister,
AL 3., be received and be forwarded to the General Assembly of Australia, with
the recommendation that the prayer therenf be granted ™

Closed with prayer.
Extracted from the recorvds of the Preshviery of Waxga Wagga this tenth

day of June, 1910, by me,
RORERT KAY, Presbytery Clerk.

Your Committee recomnuends that the prayer of this petition be granted.

{3) Rev. Joux R. Turum,

l'n}o the Venerable the {ieneral Assembiy of the Presbylerian Church of
Australia,

The petition of the undersigned respectiully showeth :w-
~ That your petitioner was born at Trentham, Victoria; is 4i) years of age;
is married, and has four childven,

That, after an ordinary State school education, he was appienticed to
engineerinng in Adelaide, and later entered the service of the Government in
the South Australian railways.
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During the greater time of his apprenticeship he attended evening classes
for practical geometry, mathematics, and achines construction at the School of
Design,  From this school he obtained certain certificates, and, after his final
examination, a congratulatory letter from the Princigal {My, Harry P. Gill) on
bis excellent results {96 per cent.). This letter was destroyed by fire at Menzies.

In 1894 he voluntarily retired from the Uovernment service to enter the
Ministry of the Methodist Church. The succeeding two years were spent as a
resident student at Prince Alfred College, Adelaide, where he endeavoured to
obtain that knowledge which—according to his judgment—wonld best fit him for
the work in which he was preparing to engage. As he never entertained any
idea of ever separating from the Methodist Church, he neglected the matter of
certificates, which might have heen of service in other circumstances.

After leaving college he was appointed as a Minister on probation in Western
Australia, where he has continued to exercise his ministry—including the last
year with the Presbyterian Church—to the present time,

1[e passed each of the probationary examinations with credit as each became
due, These examinations ineluded: Bible (Dld Testament, with English Com-
mentaries ; New Testament, with Cambridge Greek School Commentaries); and
Green’s Greek Grammar; Theology ; Church History and Polity : and Apologetics.

He was ordained at Perth on 29th March, 1900.

His principal appointments have been Cne, Dongarra, Menzies, Vivian Street,
Boulder, and North Fremantle,

Iruzing his Ministry at llongarra the station was raised to the full—and
independent—status ; and a considerable sum was raised towards the cosi of a
manse,  After two years in this place he was transferred, con{rary to his own
judgment and to a largely signed requisition of the people—including many eof
other denominations.

Before leaving he was presented with an illuminated address and a purse of
sovereigns,

He was then appoinied to Norseman, where the people refused to acknowledge
the status which his appointment implied,

From Norseman, after one vear, he was transferred to Menzies, There he

was well received, and laboured for the recognised three years.
_ Bix weeks after arrival in Menzies, the manse {which was morigaged beyond
its cost, and was uninsured) was destroved by fire. During his ministry that mort-
gage was fully discharged, and a new and superior manse was secured and fully
pai¢ for, Tepairs costing gl were eiffected to the church, which was damaged
by a cyclone, and the debt further reduved.

At the conclusion of his ministry the conference experienced some diffienlty
in regard to an appointment for Vivian Street, Boulder, and contrary to the
advice of two M.I)’s, vour petitioner volunteered and was accepted for the af-
pointment.  During the succeeding vear the debt on that church was considerably
reduced, and plans laid for next year's work, A third M.D. then insisted that
it was imperative, for the health of the family, that a change of climate should
he secured.  Reluctantly your petitioner resigned his charge, and was presented
by the congregation with a half-leather set of I)r. Hastings' Bible Dictionary.

The health of the family has now been normal for some years.

His next appointment was in circumstances similar to those of the Norseman
appointbient, and he grew to feel that he could not do justice to himself nor the
Church where the appointment of a Minister is so often made in circumstances
which are not appreciated by himself nor the congregation concerned. Also where
appointments are terminated when both Minister and people helieve they might
better continue fo the glory of God,

Consequently, he resigned the Methadist Ministry at the Conference of 1909.

He believes there is no town in Western Australia where he wonld he unable
Lo renew his ministrv for begin it) without prejudice,

He has ever heen more than ordinarily interested in the Presbyterian Church,
of which his parents were members for some years. He has examined its doc-
trines and polity, and believes them to be Scriptural and right.  His experiences,
as supply at North Perth, and at Claremont, and his six months as Minister-in-
charge at Leonora, have confirmed him in his previous convictions.
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Having unsuccessfully petitioned your Venerable Court last year, his plea for
renewing his petition is the fact that he believes he has given fnller evidence of
hiz fitness for the ministry of your Chureh, and is willing to endeavour to satisfy
any further test that may be required.

Your petitioner accordingly again prays your Venerable Court to receive him
into the Ministry of the Presbyterian Church of Australia,
And, as in duty bound, he will ever pray,
’ JOIIN R, THRUM.
Leonora, W A,
17th June, 1910,

Documents accompanying petition ;-

Official letter from the President of the Methodist Conference, W.A.  1909.

Commendatory letters from Rev. A, 8. J. Fry, ex-President, 1909 ; Rev, T.
Allen, Secretary of Home Missions (Methodist), 1909; Rev, Albert W. DBram,
Chairman Kastern Goldfields District; Mr, 7. Patterson, an Elder, Cottesloe
Presbyterian Church; Mr., G. N, Roberts, an Klder, Boulder City
Presbyterian Charch; Mr., P. . Anderson, M.3. Principal of Scotch College,
(Jlaremont ; as well as resolntions from the North Perth and the Claremont
Kirk Sessions.

In Bt. Andrew’s Manse, Kalgoorlie, oun 23vd Jnue, 1910, at which time and
place the Preshytery of the Goldfields met and was duly constituted.

Fater alic: A petition from the Rev, J. R, Thinm, an ordained Minister of
the Methodist Chuveh, asking admission to the Ministry of the Preshyterian Church,
was received and considered,

The Preshytery unanimously resolved, ‘“That the petition be transmitted to
the (General Assembly of Australia, with the cordial recommendation that the
prayer of the petitioner be granted.”’

Extracted from the records of the Presbytery by me,

WILTLIAM AGNEW, Presbytery Clerk,

Your Committee recommend that the prayer of the petition be not granted.

{4) Rev. John Adamson.

To the Right Reverend the JMaoderator, and members of the Presbyterian
Church of Australia.

The petition of the undersigned John Adamson showeth :—

1. That the petitioner was a properly ordained Minister of the Methodist
Church of Australasia until 13th January, 1904,

2. That he voluntarily resigned from that Chwrch, and that there was no
charge or complaint against him,

3. That the petitioner was born at Tudhoe, Darham, England, on ikth Fel.
ruary, 1857, and that he is conseguently just over 53 years of age,

4. That he had a Public School education as a boy, but as a young man he
studied nnder the Rev. II. B, Kendall, B.A.,| and the Rev. John Watson, 1.1, in
the Spenney Moor Circuit of the Primitive Methodist Church.  The subjects
studied were Granimar, Arithmetic, Geography, Logic, Rhetorie, Thealogy, Biblical
Uriticism, English History, and Ecclesiastical History.

5. Your petitioner became a Minister of the Primitive Methodist Chuxch of
Queensland {on probation} in the year 1584, and successfnlly passed through the
probationary period of four years prescribed by that Church, The subjects studied
were : Theology, Logic, History, Moral Philosophy, 0ld Testament Iutroduction
and Exegesis, New Testament Introduction and Kxegesis, and Church llistory. The
marks gained on these subjects were 368 of a possible 400, or an average of 92
per cent, per year.  After completing his probation, he was ordained a Minister
of the Primitive Methodist Church, as aforesaid.
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6. When statioued on the Rockhampton Primitive Methodist CGircnit, your
petitioner attended the Ureek and Latin class conducted by the Rev. Alexander
Hay, D.1). The exigencies of the Methodist Circuit system, and of life, prevented
him attaining any great proficiency in these langoages: nevertheless the benefits
of that period of mental discipline have heen of great help to him ever since.

7. Yowr petitioner has read widely and carefully on such subjects as Sociology,
Palitical Economy, Constitutional History, and Pregent-l}ay Science,  He has
also tried to keep abreast of the hest current thought in Theology, Biblical Criti
cism, and levotional and other litevature of the Christian Church,

8. During the nearly twenty years he was in the Primitive Methodist Church
and the Methodist Church of Australasia, yowr petitioner did much pioneer work
during the eavlier years of his ministry, and during the later years he was stationed
on some of the most important civeuits in Queensiand,

9. In the year 1906 your petitioner made an application to be received as a
Mimster of the Dreshyterian Chuorch of Australia.  The petition was received,
dealt with, and ordered to be laid on the table for twelve months.

10, Duoving the six vears which have elapsed since your petitioner left the
Methodist Church, he has very frequently, and for lengthy periods (three and six
nionths}, supplied Dresbyterian, Cungregational Baptist, and Methodist Church
pulpits in Sedney, Minmi, Brisbane, Ipswich, Maryborough, (harters Towers, and
Gladstone.  References are enclosed concerning this supply work,

11. Since last petitioning the Presbyterian Church of Awustralia for reception
into its Ministry, your petitioner has been for about three years a member of the
Legislative Assembly of the Ntate of Queensland as the junior member for the
city of Maryvborough,  He refused to stand again for that seat in the clections
of 1909, and left Parliamentary life amid the regrefs and with esteem of his fellow.
representatives,

12. Your pelitioner was moved nol to seek re-election to Larliament, and to
tnake this application to be veceived iuto the Presbytevian Church because by so
doing he could better assist in extending the “‘Kingdom of God* in the world.

13. Your petitioner believes the doctrine of the Presbyterian Chnurch to be
Scriptural, and its polity to be democratic.  He is, therefore, of the opinion he
would therein lind a congenial sphere for Christian work.

14. That in the event of his adwmission inte the Presbyterian Church, your
petitioner hereby pledges himself to obey the Church's authovity. and to promote
tts interests to the hest of his ability.

15. The documents in support of this petition are as follow . —

fa) A letter from the Rev. Joseph Bowes {ex-President of the Methodist
Church of Queensland}.

{b} A letter from the Rev, Alexander Hay, 131}, (of the St. Andrew's
Presbyierian Church of Rockhampton).

{c) A letter from lhe Rev. William Powell {ex-President of the Methodist
Church of Queensland),

{d} A letter from James Thompson, Esq., M.A. {Headmaster of the Boys
Grammar School, Marvhorough, Queensland).

{e) A letter [rom the Rev. ). G. Martin (ex-Vresident of the Methodist
Church of Queensland).

There ave also enclosed testimonials from various churches where your ) iti-
tioner has done supply work, as to the value of that work, viz,, Bt Stephen's
Preshyterian Church. Maryborough: Baptist Church, Fort Street, Maryvhorough :
St. Andrew's Preshbyterian Church, Charters Towers; the Preshvtervian Church,
Gladstone,

And vour petitioner. as in duty bound, will ever pray,

Prishane, JOTIN ADAMSON .
4th May_ 1910.

At Brisbane. and within the church offices there, the fifth day of July. 1910,
the Presbytery of Brishane heing dnly met and constituted with prayer.

Iuter olia : The 1'reshytery unanimously agreed to recommend that the petition
of the Nev, John Adamson to he received as a Minister of the Presbtyerian Church
he granted.

Closed with prayer.,
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Extracied from the records of the Ireshytery of Brisbane, the sixth day of
July, 1810, by me, _
8. MARTIN, Presbytery Clerk.

Your Commitiee recommends that the prayer of the Petition be not granted.

t5) Rev, Gironck Kpwarns.

Unta the Venerable the (iemeral Assembly of the Dreshytevian Church of
Australia.

The peiition of the undersigned respecifully showeth

That he was horn at Taree, Manning River, N 8. W,  in 1867 ; is married, and
has two children,

liis early religious training wus received in a Preshyterian home and in
Presbyterian Sunday schools, fixst in L'aree, and afterwards at the Glebe,

He received a Ntate school eduvation, and at the age of fourleen was appren-
ticed to a trade, at which he worked for about nine years, mearly all the time in
Sydney.  When 18 years of age he began to feel a strong desire for mental
development, along with a conviction that {iod intended him to be a pnreacher of
the Liospel, and he therefore sought to make the best of such opportunities as he
had for general education and Christian service,

Three years later he commenced a course of evening study under private
tuition, with the definite aim of entering the University of Sydoey,  'Fhis he
pursned wunder great difficalties until he was cnabled to leave his trade and devote
his whole time to study.

Having bhecome a member of the Baptist Church, he was encouraged to pre-
pare for the ministty of that Church. For twelve months he attended daily
classes in Sydney conducted by the Rev., T, J, Malyon (now Principal of the
Baptist College of Queensland),  The subjects studied included Enghsh, Latin,
Greek, ITomiletics, Apologetics, and Fthics; some of the text books being Angus’
“‘Rible lland Book,” Hadges' ‘“‘Outlines of Theology,”” Wayland’s ‘AMoral Seience,’
Brewer's “Christian Evidences *’ Beets' “Credenfials of the Gospel,”” and But-
ler’s ** Analogy.”

Owing to the discontinuance of these classes he fell back upon his plan of
preparing for the University, and in 1893 qualified for Mateiculation, taking
English, Latin, Greek, and Mathematics. n

At this juncture the opportunity of entering the Baptist College of Victoria
was accepted. The cowrse of study pursned there extended over four years, and
meluded English, Latin, Greek, Biblical Intreduction, EBxegesis, Homiletics, Church
History, Church Polity, Systematic Theology, Apologetics, FLogic, and Elocution,
In January, 1898, he was ordained to the work of the ministry at Portland, Victoria,
and occupied the charge there for three and a half years,  Bubsequently he
laboured at St, Kilda (Melbourne}, at Orange and Hinton (N.S.W ), and fulfilled
brief appointments in Brisbane and Mount Morgan (Queensland),

1duriig almost the whole of his ministry your petitioner has felt the inadequacy
of the congregational system of church government, and has become increasingly
convineed that Dreshytevianism is in harmony with the principles of the New
Testament, and is a much more cfficient organisation for the extension of the
Kingdom of (iod,  For years he has been in full sympathy with Presbyterian
doctrine and polity, with the single exception of the question of baptism. And
in this the difference has been as to its meaning, which he accepts as defined in
the Shorter Catechism_ question 94, and in the Confession of Faith, chap, 24:
nor yet so much in regard to the mode of haptism as in regard to its subjects.
And even if this were to remain a harzier to his entry into the Presbyferian Church
it weould he at the sacvifice of principles which he now judges to be of more im-
portance, But, after earnest consideration, your petitioner recognised that to
apply this ordinance in the vase of children of parents who are members of the
hody of Christ is in harmony with the Spirit of the Master. He is fully persuaded
that if permitted to enter the ministry of the Church of his youth he will be
able to give a move effective response to the divine call to preach the gospel and
he a “‘good minister of Jesus Christ.” “

Your petitioner therefore prays youmr Venerable Court to admit him into the
ministry of the Presbyterian Church of Australia,

And your petitioner, as in duty hound, will ever pray.

9th December, 1909. GEORGE EDVWARDS.
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Commendatory letters accompanyin% petivion from Baptist Union, Victoria,
Revs., W. Clark, Baptist, Annandale; 1. H. Goble {ex-President Baptist Union,
Victoria) ; Charles Dickering, Balmain; and James Kinghorn.

At Sydney, and within St. Stephen’s Church, Phillip Street, on Tuesday,
12th April, 1910, the Presbytery of Sydney met, pursuant to adjournment, and
was constitnted with reading the Scriptures and prayer.

Inter adic: The report of the Presbytery’s Conunittee on the Reception of
Ministers on the petition of the Rev. (ieorge Fdwards was laid on the table, and
read as follows:—

“The petitiun of Llev, G. Edwards discloses that the applicant is 43 years of
age, and that as a Minister of the Baptist Chnzch, ordained 1n 1898, he has occu-
pred four pastovates and filled several brief appointments.  His course of train-
ing was inatriculation at Sydney University in 1893, and a four years' course
in the Baptist Theological College, Melbourne,  The credentials accompanyinyg
the application are suite satisfactory, but the Committee, after carefully consider-
ing the case, are of opinion that the course of training undergone by applicant
is not equivalent to the standand demanded by our Church, and therefore recom-
mend that the prayer of the petition be not granted,

“f{Signed) C. A, WHITE, Convener,”’
[th April, 1910

Professor McIntyre moved that the report be received and adopted. The
motion was seconded by Mr, Geikie. Rev., Angus King moved as an amendment
that the petition be transmitted to the (eneral Assembly of Australia, with ihe
recommendation that the prayer thereof be granted, provided that Mr. Edwards
attend the Theological Hall, Sydney, for one year. The amendment was seconded,
and on heiung put was carried : and the motion so amended was put and carried,

Closed with prayer,

Fxtracted from the records of the Presbytery of Sydney this thirteenth day
of April. 1910, by me,

JOHN BURGESS, Clerk of Presbytery.

(6) Rev. Jaygs 8. Ravking.

Unto the Venerahle the (eneral Assembiy of the Presbyterian Church of
Australia,

The petition of the undersigned, a Baptist Minister, humbly showeth: —

That he was born at Crowlands, Viectoria, on 14th May, 1872,

That petitioner is married.

That petitioner went with his parents at an early age to New South Wales,
aud at the age of 11 to Queensland.

That petitioner received a sound English education in the Public Schools,
and having a desire for knowledge, and being far from High Schools and Colleges,
studied for five or stx years under different tutors, who, in all cases, were Uni
versity iuen.

That though brought np in the Presbyterian Church, the matter of infant
baptism presented a difficulty to petitioner, so he became a student under the Bap-
tist Association of Queensland with a view to the Ministry, and after some study
was appointed in 1897 Home Mission Agent, and located at Lakes Creek, Rock-
hampton, where he laboured for two years,

That petitioner, while at Lakes Creek, took a course of study under Revs,
W. Whale and K, R, Makin in the following subjects: Riblical Introduction,
Systematic Theology, Apologetics, Homiletics, Church Polity, Christian Evidences,
Chureh History, Pastoral Theology, and Latin,

That in 1899 he was called to be the first pastor of the new church at Mount
Morgan, and was ordained on 8th May, 1899,

That after two years' work at Mount Morgan he receievd a call to the Baptist

Church at Townsville, where he laboured for three years, and while here took up
the study of Greek.
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Coming to Sydney in 1904, your petitioner was called to the pastorate of the
Newtown church, where he laboured for five years, and which pastorate he
resigned in March, 1909, owing to a breakdown in health,

That petitioner’s health is now thoroughly restored,

That while at Newtown your petitioner took one term in Philosophy at the
Sydney University, and, with a desire to equip himself for medical mission work,
with a view to service in New (uinea, he took the following subjects with the
second and third year men at the Sydney Medical School : Anatomy, Dissections,
Histology, and Physiology.

That he passed the class examinations in these subjects each term,

That he also attended for four years the winter courses of University Exten.
sion lectures in Science, Art, etc.

That your petitioner voluntarily retired from the winistry of the Baptist
Church of New South Wales, in August, 1909, to take up work under the Presby-
terian Home Mission Committee of New Sonth Wales,

That he is at present /focwmn femens [or the Rev., R, H, Waugh, M. A at
Neutral Bay Presbyterian Church, and is taking lectures in the fallowing snbjects
with second and third year men at St. Andrew’s Theological College: Systematic
Theology, Apologetics, New Testament {ireek and Bxegesis, and Christian Ethics,

That your petitioner has always been in full sympathy with Presbyterian
Church Polity, finding in Congregationalism a conspicuous ?ack of unity and Church
government, and has also peen a consistent believer in open church membership,
on the ground that those who are members of Christ’s Body should be welcomed
into His visible Church, The matter of Baptism was the only difficulty in the
way, but your petitioner {s now in full accord with the Preshyterian position and
doctrines, and feels led to seek admission into the ministry of the Preshyterian
Church of Australia, and undertakes, if received, to honour and faithfully serve its
interests and its authority,

And your petitioner, as in duty hound, will ever pray,

JAMES S, RAPKINS,

Tlocuments accompanying petition :—

{1) Letter from Raptist Union of New South Wales,

(2) Extract minute Neutral Bay Presbyterian Church.

{3) Letter from secretary of Newtown Baptist Church,

{4) Clippings from ‘‘Newtown Baptist Magazine.'' re resignation and fare.
well addresses, presentations, etc.

Within St. Peter's Church, North Sydney, on Tuesday, 24th May, 1910, at
7 p.m., which place and date the Presbytery of North Sydney met and was con-
stituted with prayer.

Irter alin: The Committee appointed to consider the application of the Rev.
J. 8. Rapkins for admission to the ministry of the Presbyterian Church of Aus.
tralia reported as follows:

“The Committee unanimously resolved to recoinmend that the Presbytery
transmit the petition, with a recommendation that it be not granted until the Rev.
J. 8. Rapkins has passed a matriculation examination of a University or has taken
such a course of study as may be determined by the Assembly of Australia.”

It was moved, seconded, and apreed that the report be received and adopted.
Extracted from the records of the Presbytery of North Sydney, by me,

ROBT. JACKSON, Presbytery Clerk.
Your Committee recommends :

¢«That Mr. Rapkins, having attended for one year the Lectures on Systematic
Theology and Apologetics, be required to pass the exit examination in these
subjects, and if he does so, he be further required to attend and pass exit examina-
tion in New Testament and Old Testament, exclusive of the languages, and in
Church Wistory, and having done so, Le received as a Minister, ™

{7) Mr. Hucu Patovw,
Unto the Venerable the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church of
Australia.
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The petition of the undersigned Hugh Paton respectinlly showeth:—

That your petitioner was born in Largs, of the County of Ayrshire, Scotland,
and is now 39 years of age; that he was brought up in the Free Church of Scot-
Jand, and latterly the United Free Church of Scotland ; that he has heen a member
of the said Church for twenty years.

That he took the full course of fraining {two years} in the Bible Training
Institute, lasgow ; that he there received a First Grade )dploma {an average of
85 per ceunt, in the ditferent examinations); that he was the only student of his
year who attained this distinction; that he continued in the Bible Training Insti-
tute for vne year longer as an assistant teacher, and had the option of Leing per-
manently appointed to the staff.

That he spent three years as a missionary in Morocco, and acquired a working
knowledge of Arabic; that he travelled in the Home Country for over a year as
a Misstonary Deputy, and Organizing Agent. That he has given himself permaun-
ently to the work of an Evangelist, and has been engaged in that work for ten
years.  That feeling the call of such work in Australia and finding acceptance
among the Presbyterian Churches in this land, he has spent about six years of that
time in Australia (about four years in Queensland, and two years in N.B.W .},
That during a visit to the Home Couuntry he worked under the Preshytery of (ilas-
gow, and took advantage of an opportunity to attend, for part of a session, the
Theological Classes in the United Free Church College, (Glasgow, That the Rev,
Robert Howie, 1.D., Glasgow, advised him to make application to the United
Free Church of Scotland for ordination as an Evanpelist, and assured him of his
{Dr. Howie’s} conviction that the application would be granted, but the advice
was not acted upon, and petitioner left for Australia to fill an opening made for
him in connection with the Presbyterian Church in Queensland.

That certificates as to his work and character are herewith enclosed from the
following, viz. :—Rev. Robert Howie, ). T}, [4th Feh., 1902]; Rev, John McNeill
[5th Feb., 1902); KRev. Andrew Wilson [13th Nov., 19H1; Rev. William MacKenzie
|21st Jan.. 1902]; Mr. John Anderam, Superintendent of the Kible Training 1nstitute,
Glasgow | 14th Heh,, 1902,]

That it is the intention of your petitioner to reside permauently in Australia,
and to give himself to the work of evangelisation, That he desires te receive [rom
his Church the recognition of, what he believes to be, the call of God to the work
of an Evangelist,  'That he helieves ordination fromi his Church would be a
hlessing to himself, and of great assistance in his work.

That your petitioner therefore prays your Venerable Court to take these pre-
mises mto favourable consideration, and te ordain him into the Holy Ministry
for the work of an Evangelist without the right of call to a parish.

And your petitioner, as in duty bound, wili ever pray.

ilUGH PATON,
17th Janmary, 1910,

At Sydney, and within 8t, Stephen’s Church, Phillip Street, on Tuesday, 12th
April, 1910, the Presbytery of Svdney met pursuant to adjourmment, and was
constituted with reading the Scriptures and prayer,

Inter alia: The rveport of the Committee on the petition of Mr, Hugh Paton
was laid on the table and read as follows:—

“The petition of Mv. Hugh Paton is that he may be ordained as an Evan-
gelist, without the right of cail to a parish.  llis petition is supported by very
strong letters of commendation, including one from the Evangelistic Comittee
of our own Assembly. Mr. Paton, who is 39 years of age, was trained in the
Bible Training Institute, where he completed the two years’ course with high
honours, and speut another year in the Institute as a teacher. He spent three
years as a missionary in Moroceo, and for ten years has been engaged in evangelis-
tic work, six years of which have heen spent in Austraha, His work is so well
and favourably known in Queensland and New South Wales, that it is almost
superfluous to say that he is an Evangelist of an exceptionally high order.

. “Mr. Paton’s petition raises a question which the General Assembly has not
hitherto been celled upon to consider, and conecerning which this Commitiee does
not feel itself called upon to express any judgment.

—
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“The Committee, however, does feel that it is eminently desirable that the
evangelistic work of our Church should be carried on by ordained agents, who
should be under the direct supervision and contro]l of the Church.

“And it the Assembly should determine affirmatively the wgenerul yuestion
involved in Mr Patoun’s petition, the Committee wovld warmly recommend that
the prayer of his petition he granted.

(Signed) C. A. WHITE, Convener.”
gth April, 1910.

Professor Macintyre moved that the report be received and adopted, and that
the petition he forwarded through the New South Wales Assembly. The motion
was seconded by the Rev, Angus King, and on being pnt was carried,

(losed with prayer,

Extracted from the records of the Sydney Preshytery, this thirteenth day of
April, 1910, by me,

JOHN BURGESS, Cilerk of Presbhytery.

At Sydney, and witkin St. Stephen’s Church, P*hillip Street, on Saturday, the
seventh day of May, 1910, at 10 a.m,, the Assembly met pursuant to adjournment,
a_nld was constituted with reading the Seriptures and prayer, the Moderator pre-
siding,.

Tuter afic: The petition of Mr, Hugh Paton to the (ieneral Assembly of Aus-
tralia praying to Le ordained as an Evangelist without the right of call to a
parish, and an extract minute of the Sydney Presbytery transmitiing the petition,
were laid on the table and read,

Tt was moved hy UProfessor Macintyre, seconded by the Rev. Angus King:—

*That the Assembly forward the petition of My, Hugh I’aton to the General
Assembly of Anstralia with an expression of its appreciation of the fitness of Mr,
Paton for the work of an Evangelist, and its testimony as to the blessing of God
which has accompanied his work in this State,

** That the Assembly beimg deeply impressed with the need of aggressive evan-
gelistic work recommend that the (ienera] Assembly of Awstralia shounld favourably
consider the question of the ordination of a it man, or men, as Evangelists
recognised hy the Church under snch conditions as may seem good to the Assembly.”

The debate was udjourned.
Closed with prayer.

At Bydney, and within 5t. Stephen’s Church, Phillip Street, on Tuesday, the
tenth day of May, 1910, at 10 a.m., the Assembly met pursuant to adjournment,
and was constituted with reading the Scriptuves and praver, the Moderator pre-
siding.

Iuter ulic: The Assembly resnmed consideration of Professor Macintyre's
motion on the petition of Mr. Hugh Jaton,

The Rev. \W. H. Ash moved the following amendment :——

(hnit all the words after ““State,”” and insert the following:—

“And recommend him for ordination as a linister,'’

The amendment was seconded by v, Dill Macky, and on heing put, was
aegatived,

The motion, on being put, was carried,

Closed with prayer.

Fxtracted from the records of the General Assembly of the I'reshyterian Church
of Australia in the State of New South Wales, this thirteenth day of May 1910,

hy me,
JOHN RURGESS, (lerk of Assembly.
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cjo Y MCA,
Willis Street, Wellington, N.Z.,
13th June, 1910.
Dear Dr. Burgess,

Through the Presbytery of Sydney 1 ask leave to amend my petition hy
adding to the last clause the following words :—¢Or to ordain him, without any
limitation as to the exercise of his ministry ; it being, however, the intention of
the petitioner to devote himself to the work of evangelism in Australia.”

T shall feel obliged if this request is forwarded by your Preshytery to Lhe
proper quarter, so that it may he considered by the General Assembly of Australia.

Yours sincerely,
HUGGH PATON,
This is to certify in name and by authority of the Presbytery of Syduey to
the General Assembly’s Committes on the Reception of Ministers that at its meet-

ing last night the Presbytery resolved to transmit simplicitsr the accompanying
letter of Mr, Paton with proposed addition to his petition.

(lertified this tenth day of Awvgust, 1910, by me,
JOHAN BURGESS, Clerk of Presbytery of Sydney.

Yonr {‘ommittee recommends Mr. Paton for ordination as a Minister,

In the name and on Lehalf of the Committee,

ALEX. McKINLAY, Convener,

(8) Rev. . Neviy Corrne.
To the Veuerable the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church of Australia.

I, Thomas Nevin Cuttle, Licentiate of the Presbylerian Church of New Zealand,
make petition to be received as a Licentiate of the Presbyterian Church of Australia.
I was born at Dunedin, New Zealand, and am 32 years of age,

I attended the University Course in Otago University for 3 years, after which [
attended the Theological Hall in Knox College, Duanedin, for 3 years, and, as the en-
closed certificate shows, passed the Exit Examination in October, 1909, I was duly
licensed to preach the Gospel by Lhe Presbytery of Duiedinin November, 1909, 1 en-
close cerbilicate.

Since heing licensed I have been doing supply work both in New Zealand and
Sydney, and am desirous of taking np work in this State.

Your petitioner, therefore, prays your Venerable Court to receive him as a licen
tiate of your Church, and youtr petitioner, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

Sydney, 19th August, 1910, T, NEVIN CUTTLE.

Brocuments attached :—

1 Extract Minute of Preshytery of Dunedin ye Mr. Cuttle's licence, 10th Nov.. 1909,

2. Exit Examination Certificate from College Committee of New Zealand Preshy-
terian Church.

3. Letter from Rev. Dr. Dunlop, G:lebe, Sydney.

"This is to certify that on L3th Nept., 1910, the Presbytery of Sydney resolved
that, althvagh the petition was not forwarded within the time named in the regula-
tivns, it be transmisted wivh the recommendation that vhe prayer thereof be granted.

Certificd this 15th Sept., 1910, hy me.
JOHN BURGESS,
Clerk of Preshytery of Syduney.

Your Comniittee resolved to transmit the petition simplicifer to the Geueral
Arsembly.
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(9.} Rev. \J. H. Daws.

To the Convener of the Reception of Ministers’ Committee of the Venerable the
General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church of Australia.
The petition of the undersigned, Joseph Henry Dawe, reapectfully showeth :—

1. That your Petitioner was an ordained minister in full standing with the United
Methodist Free Church of England and Australia, he having passed a four years'
course of training and examinations ; that your petitioner voluntarily ceased connection
with that Ministry.

2. Your petitioner has been connected with the Presbyterian Church for over
eleven years, and for the greater portion of that time has been an EKlder of the
Presbyterian Chureh of Australia.  He has also laboured in the Home Mission field of
the Presbyterian Church in the follawing plaves : -

Queenstown, Tasmania ; Landsborough, GGarvet aml East Brunswick, Lis present
chavge,

3. Your petitioner made application to the College Committee of the Presbyterian
Church of Australia to be graded for Educalional training, with a view ta entering the
Ministey of the Preshyterian Churel, and he was graded asa ' Fourth Year Student.”
He duly passed that examivation and also the Entrance Examination for the
‘Thealogical Hall, Ormond College, Meibourne. He holds Certificaten of the Senatus,
Ormond College, for the Ist and 2nd years of that course, and sat for final examination
during the present month as an Exit man—the eotire course being taken continuously.

1. Your petitioner has had no opportunity of sending his petition in time for thoe
last ordinary miceting of the North Melbourne Presbytery, becausc he bad not then
completed the examination for the Exit year. A copy of this petition has been sent
to that Presbytery for approval,

3. In these circumstances your petitioner humbly asks to be received as a Minister
in full standing—as the Rev. John Lelean Cope wus under similar cireumstances—
providing the Presbytery of Melbourne North recommend his petition.

And as in duty bound yowr petitioner will ever pray, ete.
J. H. DAWE,

(10.) Rev. W, C. Fleming, B-A,, was received by your Committee under Section
A of the Regulations from the Presbyterian Church of England.

11
REPORT OF COLLEGE COMMITTEE, 1910

During the past year the four prescribed examinatione were held, and several
supplementary ones.

In accordance with the instructions of last Assembly the following were appointed
Kxaminers for the lome Mission Agents' Preliminary Course of Training, after consul-
tation with the Theological Faculty, N.85. W, :—

Greeck—Rev, J. H. G, Auld, B A,
History—Rev. J. J. Gilmore, B.A.
English--Rev, G. A. Gordon, B. A,

Secripture and Catechisim--Rev. J. N. McGee.
Mental Philosaphy—Rev. Juhn Paterson, M. A,
Morzl Philosophy—Rev. George Chalmrers.

The following changes havo taken place in the stalf of Kxaminers during the pust
year : The Rev. G. B. Murphy, B.A., for Entrance Seripture and Uatechism, in place
of the Rev. J. F, Macrae resigned ; the Rev. F. Milne, B.D., for Eatrance Hebrow, to

elieve the Right Rev. J. V. McNair during his year of the Moderatovship, Victoria.
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Your Committee have also to report that the Rules in connection with the Botrance
and Home Bission Examinations were rvevised as ordered by the Generat Aszembly, and
embodied in tha Year Book.

Your Committee have supphied each of the two Examiners in the various subjects
with his co-examiners’ valuations after the declaration of the examination results. 1t
is hoped in this way to approximate nearer 1o a common standard of valuation,

With regard to the decision of last Assembly as to the discontinuance of the Extra-
Mural Course after the end of 1910, the Xxecutive resolved that shonld any of
the Home Mission Agents, at present doing the Preliminary Course, wish to have an
Extra-Mural Course after 191(} they must have the consent of the General Assembly,
unless they have passed the Eatrance Examination in 19010, This decision was
communicated to the Home Mission Agents at present doing the Preliminary Course.

Mr. Wi, Bennett, whio was admitted to the Entrance Examination on certain
conditions by last Assembly but failed, has been granted permission to sit at the
intrance Kxaminacion in Febrnary, 1911,

Owing te an inaccuracy in the Calendar of St. Andrew’s College, Syduoey,
announcing that the Entrance lixamination would be held on the 12th, instead of the
5th February—an error only discovered at the last moment—permisgion was granted,
in answer to emergency telegram, to have the New Sonth Wales examination on the 12th.

As Catein's Institutes was reported by the booksellers to Le ont of print, and a
number of Extra-Mural students could not proenre a copy, your Committee set an
alternative paper on The Confussion of Faith.

The Theological Faculty, N.8.W., and the Theological Hall Comaittee, Vietoria,
in accordance with the recommendations of last (feneral Assembly, bave provided the
annual honoraritm to the Secretary of the College Committee by contributing £10 each.

Your Committee desire to express their appreciation of the efforts of the Tasmanian
Chureb, which has instituted a system of instruction for the Home Mission Agents,
under the tieneral Assembly’'s Scheme of Training. ‘They cordially commend the
efforts of Mr, H. B. Ritz, Hobart University, in this respect.

The Executive recommend that instzad of the new book set in Mental Philosophy
for the Enirance Examination in Febraary, 1911, an alternative paper on Seth's Scottish

Philosophy be set for the Home Mission Agents taking the Eutrance Fxamination at
that time.

EXAMINATION REBULTS.

The following are the particulars in connection with the varions examivations :—
A.—{1) Eotrance, Februury, cight passed and two fuiled.

The accompanying table shows the representation from the various States :—

The following are the names of the successful candidates {(placed in vxder of merit) :
—A. L. . Ash, B.A:, A, W. Allen, F. W. Cunningbamn. B.A., J. K. Nicholls, B.A., K.
A. Ferguson, Mome Missionavies {compulsory subjects only): A. D. Leckie, J. K.
Robertson, C. F. McAlpine.

{2} Entrance, Adpril, six passed and three failed.

The following are the names of the suceessful eandidates (placed in the order of
merit) : A. Crowley, 13, A., H. D. Mackie, B.A., J. A. Malcomson, J. I, Hurse (after
Supplementary). Home Missionaries : J. W. Rankine {(without Hebrew), J. Meb.
Forsyth (swithout Hebrew und Greek).

William Ryde has followed up the decision of last Assembly by attending the
lectures in the Theological Hall, Ormond Collego.

B.— -Exit Eeamination.—{The vesults will be presented in the Supplementary
Report).

C.—Home Mission Ayents Eeamination. —

JOHN MEIKLEJORN \ Joint Conveners
JOHN MATHEW | ! o




105
COLLEGE COMMITTEE SUPPLEMENTARY REPORT.

The following are the results of the Exit Extra-Mural Examinations of 1909,
which your Committee were authorised to validate :—

RESTLIS OF EXIT EXANINATION—1OH9,
(Including 1908 results).

H. 8. Legge, M.A., 81} per cent. (Second Class Honoms) ; W. 1. Marshall, B A.,
804 per cent. (Second Class Honours) ; J. I, Lawton, B.A., 794 per cent., (Second Class
Honours) 3 J. Bochan, M, A., 753 pev cent. {Second Class Honours); 1. Chapman, 713
per cent. ; G. A, Stewart, 503 per cent. ; J. F. Sims, 0 per ceul. ; W. P. Stewart,
B.A., 70 per cent. ; 4. B, Hamilton, B.A., 68 per cent. ; A, J. Cnarter (witiout Hebrew)
66 per cent. ; W. Bett, 834 per cenl. ; . K. Harrison. 644 per cent,; D. 8. Jones,
634 per cent.; Johm Walker, 624 per cent, ; J. H. R. Halioxrd, 62 per cent,; J. T.
Kelly. 604 per eent. ; B. T. Buntine. 59} per cent. : J. W. Yarnall, 594 per cent. ;
F. K. Yarnall, 574 per cent. ; R. 15, (Gardoer (without Greek and Hebrew), 553 per
cent. ; R, G, McCarron, 54 per cent.

The following are the resnlts of the KExit Kxamination, 1909 (Secoml Year
Students) :—

RESULTS OF EXIT EXAMINATION, SECOND YEak, 1904,

Victoria (one subject)- -K. 13, Watson, 41 per cent. ; . D. Muanve, B.A,, 82 per
cent. ; 12. Ross, 69 per cent. ; A. I. Lawson, B.A., 68 percent; K. M. Baird, (8 per
cent. ; 1. Dow, 65 per cent. ; A. Lusted, 64 per cent, ; . H. Dawe, 603 per cent.;
¥. Tomagno, 56 per cent.

New South Wales (three subjects).— G. H. Parson, 653 per cent.; W. D.
MecIlwraith (private stndent), G13 per cent. ; W Taylor, 424 per cent. ; A, Crewley
{private stndent), 48} per cent.

(Two subjects), —J. A, Malcomson [private stinlent), 62 per cont.

The following are the results of the Third Year Exit Examination, 1910 :—

The following are the results of the Exit Examivation in pereentage of marks (in-
cluding 1909 results) :—-HK. 1. Watson, X2 per cent. (Secoml Class Honours) ;3 B. ).
Munro, M.A., 804 pur cent, (Second Class Hooouwrs); L. Ross, 73% per cent.
12, Dow, 6% per cent. ; K. M. Baird, 68% per cent,; (i, H. Parsons, 684 per cent. ;
A.J. Lawsun, B.A,, 87 per cent.; J. A, Malcomson, €34 per cent.; J. B. Dawe,
63 per cent. ; 1. Tomagno, 59 per cent ; J. Flynn, 57 per cent. ; A. Crowley, B.A.,
a2 per cent.

At the time of printing this report the results of the examination of the Recond
Year Exit, and the Fixtra-Mural Students have not come to hand.

Tle following are the proposed Syllabuses for the Exit and Kstra-dMural Examin-
ations in 1911, and the Entrance and Home Mission Examinations in 1%12, and your
Committee would recommend that they e authorised 1o substitute some more suitable
book tor the present Greck books.

RESULTS OF HOME JMISSION AGENTY EXAMINATION, 1910,

The fullowing students liave passed {arranged in ovder of merit) :---

1. Bobert Millav; 2, F. J. Thomas; 3, W. Adams ; 4, A. Brownlie; 4, A.C»
Weber; 6, J P. Bchussler 5 7, ,J. Shaw ; 8, A, E. Bates: % H. K. Hulme (Sermon, 80
per cent.); 10, F. ¢i. Faram {Nermon, 75 per cent.); 11.J. W, McCredie: 12, H. K,
Carey (Sermon, 88 per cent,): i3, ¥. L. Heriat ; 14, J. (i. Sharpe: 15, A. E. Eipper;
16, JJ. Sinclair (Sermon, 88 per eent.}, 17, G. H. Elliott; 18, (. Jones (Sermon, %3 per
cent.) ; 14, L. B. Drary ; 20, 8. Williams ; 21, J. (+. Scarfe {Sermon, 80 per cent.) ; 22
W. W, Tngram ; 23, G. D, Philips ; 24, Thomas Harvey (dermon, 80 percent ): 25, C.
T. Fleteher ; 26, W. H. Lang; 27, E. L. 8. Mallen; 28, Thomas Wilcox; 28, A S,
Macaunlay ; 30, K. Pryor,

EXIT EXAMINATION.
Hebrew and Old Testament Fxegesis, 19411,
E. Grammar and Syntax ;
* 1} Davidson’s Gramar, with simple Composition from Knglish and
Hebrew.

® (h) Davidson's Hebrew Syotax : Syntax ou the Pronoun and Noun, pp.
1-57, and all references to other parts of the hook in the passages set.




106

I1. Translation:

* (@) IL Samuel, 1.-viL (inclusive).

* (b} Hzekiel, vi.-xX, {inclas ve}.

* (¢) Paalms cxX-cXxv1r( {inclusive).

Text Books (or Introduction and Kxegesis).

Kirkpatrick’s *-II Samuel,” Davidson’s ** Ezekiel,” and Kirkpatrick’s
< Paalms,” chapters 1v., vor awnl 1x., and the introduction aund
Exegesis of the Psalms set.

These baoks in the ** Cambridge Bible for Schools Series.”

II1. History and Old Testament Theology :
(e} xley’s ¢ The Religion of Israel,” chapters 1.-v1, (inclusive),
(h) Burney’s **Outlines of Hd Testament Theolugy.”

SYLLAKUS FOR EXIT EXAMINATION, 1911,

CHRISTIAN PHRELOSOIHY AND APOLUGETICS,

1. Batler's “*Analogy.” *°
Intraduction : and Part 1., chapters tu., v, v., awd Part I, chapters
V., V.
1T. Bruce's * Apologetics.”
Book IIL, pp. 337-514.
N. T. GREEE AND EXEGESIS,
1. Text and Trauslation. —Ephesians and Philippians (W_H. Fext).
11. Exegesis, tirgmniar, &e. —
{1). Abbott “ Ephesians” (Internat. Crit. Commni.) pp. |-191, including the
Special Notes.
{2). Lightfoot * Philippians,” pp. 81-167.
1E1. Introduction.—
{1). Abbott *¢ Ephesians,” (Tbild.) Introduction, pp. 1-34.
{2). Ligbifoot ** Philippians,” Intraduction, pp. -73, and ‘ Disservation
E, on ** The Christian Ministry,” pp. 181-269,
{The Student is not bomnd to accept Laghtfont’s ¢ Order of the Kpistles of
the Captivity.”)
IV. The Note on the term ** Harpagmos™ in Cremer’s Lexicon (Supplement}, and
the Discussion on St. Paul's ¢ T'rial” before the *¢ Praetovium,”
{Ramsay’s ¢ St. Paul the Traveller,” pp. 356-360).
V. N.T. Theolngy.—Stevens' ©* Theology of the New Testament,” Part 1v., chap-
ter 1v. ** Jesus Christ.”
CHERCH JISTORY.
The History of the Christian Chureh till the death of Charlemagne.
Text Books —Fisher’s © History of the Christian Church,” pp. 1-162; Ore’s *> Pro-
gress of Dogma,™ Lectares v. and vi.
SYSTEMATIC THEOLOGY.
{1}. The Doctrine of the Holy Spirit and The Divine Life in Maa,
{2), The Docteine of the Charch and of the Sacraments.
(3. Eschatology.
Text Baoks. —Clarke’s * Ouatline of Christian Theology,” pp. 38%4-427; Cundlish
¢ The Cheistian Salvation,” pp. 34254

SYLLARUS FOR ENTRANCE EXAMINATION, 1912,

Beginning both in Melbourne and Sydney, First Tuesday of Febroary, First
Tuesday of April.

Scripture— Kirkpatrick on the Psalms. 1st part 5 the Gospel according to Mark.

Shorter Catechism—=Salmond’s Handbook.

Hebrew—Davidson's Grammar, Sections 1-27 (matter in smazll print excepted),
omitting Section 10 ; Exercises from 11 onwards ; Genesis, chaps. 1. and 11,

(ireek — Rutherford’s Greek Grammar {Macmillan's (ireck Coursel, with Under-
hill's BExercises ; Xenophow’s Anabasis, Book Il «Bell’s Classics} ; Book of Acts,
c¢haps. 1. to vy,




107

Mental Philosophy—Stwdent’s History of Philosophy (by A. K. Rogers :
Macmillan & Co. ), pp. 235-514.

Moral Philogophy—Mackenzie’s Manual of Kthies.

History —(srceu’s Short History, ehaps. 1. to viun ; and Adeney’s ¢ From Christ 1o
Constantine.”

English—Meikiejohw's Knglish Language. Parts 1. and Il ; and English Ideals
{text-hook for Junmior and Senior Public Kxaminations, Melbourne University).

10ME MISSTON AHENTS COURSE.

The following ixs t he Sylabus of Wark for the Examination commencing 46h July,
1912 . —

Us

T W

A.—For First Year Students.

Bible and Shorter Catechism.
{1) General Knowladge of the Books of the Bible—Job to Exekiel,
{h) Davidson's Job (Camhridge Bible fur Sehools and Colloges, 35.)
(<) Salmond’s Expusition of the Shorter Catechism, (Questions 1-38. (7. & T.
Clark’s Bible Class Primer Series—The Exposition of the Whole Cate-
chism, three parts in one voleme, is published at is. 6d).

. English.

{n} Meiklejohn's English Langnage, pp. 1-113 (Meiklejohn and Holden, 4s. td.,
1905 Hidition).
(b} English Ldeals, p. 120 to end. (Text-book for Junior snd Senior Public
Examinations, Melbourne University),
History. Green’s Short History, chaps. . and ii.
Logie.  Mellone’s Introductory Text Book of Logie, pp. 1-164. {Blackwood
and Sons, 1)

. Moral Philosophy. Mackenzie’s Manual of Kthics, Introduction and Book 1.,

chaps. i. to iv., pp. 1-113 (6s. €d.)

. (ireek.

BB. —YFor Second Year Students.

. Bible and Shorter Catechism.

(@) and (B) as above.
(c) Salmoud, Ynestivns 3Y-81.

. English.

fa) Meiklejohn, pp. 116-242, 1905 Edition.
{6) As above,
History. As above, chaps. iii. and iv.

. hogie. Mellone’s Introductery Text Buok of Logic, pp. 165-328.
. Moral Phifosophy. Mackenzie’s Manual of Ethics, pp, 114-233,

Greex.
C.—For Thired Year Students.

. Bible and Shorter Caechism.

(#) aud {h} as above.
(e} Questions 82 to end.

2. Euglish
{a) Meiklejohn, pp. 271-346. 1995 Edition.
(b} As above,

3. History, as above, chaps, «. and vi.

4. Moral Ihilosophy, Mackenzie’s Manual of Ethics, pp. 234-351,
3. Mental Philosophy. Student’s History of Philosophy {(by A. K. Rogers :
Macmillan & Co.), pp. 235-377
6. Greel.
12.—For Fourth Year Students,

1. Bible.

{a) and (&) as above.
2. English.

{¢) Meiklejohn, pp. 347-4.43.

{b) As above.
3. History. Greew's Shorter History, vii. and viii.
4. Moral Philosophy. Mackenzie’s Manual of Ethics, pp. 352-452
5. Mental Philoraphy. Student’s History of Philosophy (by A. K. Rogevs : Mac-

-

millan & Co.), pp. 377-514 (Hume to end of book).

. Nermon.
. ireck,
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SyLLAKUs FOE BxTRA-MURAL Cotksy, 1911,

Old Testanent. —The same as for Kxit, omitting portions marked with an asterisk.
but including the whole of Kivkpatrick’s ** Psalms,” pare T.

New Testaanent. —Yiphesians and Philippians.

In the Cambridge Bible for Schaols Bertea.
Christicte Phifosophy and Apologetics.—The same as for Exit.
Systemetic Theotogy. —The same as for Exit,
Chureh {iistory.—The same as for Exit.

The thanks of the Committee are dne to the Kxaminers for their services during
another vear and in this connection your Committee would recommend the following
appointments .—

Tor Entrance Seripture and Catechism—Rev, (i, B. Murphy, B.A.

For Eatrance Hebrew—Rev. D. M. Barnet, 3. A,

Tor Exit Greek —Rev. F. Dunlop, M.A,, T'h. [

For Hume Mission English—Rev. F.W. Rolland, M. A., and Rev. C. A. Wlhite, B A.

In order to avoid a vepetition of the serious delays which have oceurred in the past,
your Committee would recommend that Xxamioers be instructed to regard it asa
matter of imperative duly to do the work entrusted to them within the time speci-
fied by the Executive.

A# the Chuech goes to the trouble and expanse of printing a Vear Book, with all
necessary instructions as to the various courses of study, ete., your Commiliee recom-
mend that Home Miseion Agents be informed that it 1s necessary, tn their own
interests, that they should possess one.

The following are the students in attendance who have not passed the Entrance
Examination:—In Ormond Cullege, Messrs, 1. J. Morris, M.A., and J. L. Hurse ; in
St. Andrew’s College. W. . Mellwraith, W. C. Clark Duff.

Your Commitiee would recommend the Asrembly to express its approval of the
projected legislation in the State of Victoria to found a Theological Facnlty for the
conferrving of Liegrees in Divinity.

“In view of the decision of last Assembly regarding the addition of Pedagogics, and
the Text of the English Bibla to the Theological Curriculunt, your Committee agreed
to recommend the Assembly to declare : That any addition to the subjects tanght in the
Thenlogival Halls shall be made ouly when bronght before the (ieneral Assembly by over.
ture, and after having been rveferred for consideration to the College Comrmittee, und
approved of by the Assemblies in which there are Theological Halls ; and further de-
clare that, in accordance with Lhis recommendation, the subjects of Pedagogics and the
Text of the English Bible, in relation to the Theological Curricudum, be referved to the
College Committee and the State Assemwblies of New South Wales and Victoria,

In view of the increasing need of the Chureh for candidates for the dMinistry,
your Commitiee would strocgly recomment the Assembly to take some sperial steps to
bring before young men and students the claims the Church may have on their ser-
vices, in ovder that she may do her full share of the work of evangelising this great
Commonwealth and make due spiritual provision for its rapidly growing popniation.

Your Committee recommend that Mr, J. B. McKissock be granted the Extea-
Mural Exit Certificate in the event of his passing the BExtra-Mural Fxamination
this year.

Your Commitlee recommend that in view of the special difficulty of the Greek
paper in the Home Mission Agents’ Examination. as pointed ont by the Examiners
themselves, Messrs. J. Nicol, W. J. Harvey, Jolin Richardson, and J. . McDonald
he allowed a Supplementary Fxamination in the single snbjects in which they each fell
helow 35 per cent. marks.

Your Committee have considered the following suggestion sent to them by the
Board of Missions :—-*‘ That in valuing the examination results of the Assistant Mis-
sionaries, n their course for ordination, they take into account the tropical conditions of
their work and study, that the Assistanls may be enconraged.”  Your Commitiee find
it impracticable to give eflecl to the suggestion, and sugpest that any relief afforded in
this direction should be given by the Assembly iself.

Yonr Committee having received several applications from Home Mission Agents,
at present doing the Preliminary course, to be admitted to the Exira-Mural Course
after 1910, decided to report the fact to the Assembly,

pan
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The Bxecutive’s action in promising Mr, R. W. Lyon, of South Australia, admis-
sion to Entrance for the Extra-Mural Course in 1411, although he had failed in this
year's Entrance Examination, was considered by the Commitbes, and the following
resolution was carried :—

**That this Committee, while racognising that the uction of the Executive in in-
timuting to Mr. B. W. Lyon, who had failed to pass the Entrance Examination in 1910,
that he would he alloweil to sit for the Entrauce Examination of the Extra-Muval
Course in 1911, was uftra vires, yet nunder the special circumistances of the case, recom-
mend the Assembly to allow Mr. Lyon to enter upon the Extra.Mural Course, if he
pass the Eutrance Examination in February, 1811,

From this decision Principal Harper entered his dissent,

TaBLE OF EXAMINATION RERULTS.

1

Entrance Entrance 4 . Exit,
Examination, Exemination, l::\,_;:‘]‘li:a"i?é":“ (Final)
February. ' April. : o Exawmination.
_ = o
State. Passed. ailed.  Paswed, | Failed. | Passed, Failed, Passed. J Failed,

11810 1908|1810 19‘.’?951010 11¢H) li))lfl 190 1910 1508 (1910 . 3909 1810 15909 | 1910 1909
: 2 22 7

N. 8. Wales .. | 2 — 3 Z 4 AT § =1 =

Victoria M EE 40 1 — — |1 —:19 13:4 ] 9 14— =

Queenslanid - 3| - — == — =1 7 54 20— — 1 — =

Tasmania 2 =] - - === 2 7|1 1| — !

8 Australia .3 — (0 — 1@ = 3 1] L

W. Australia 1] — — ‘ —_ - -] = - = = -
8 16 | 2 4 ‘ 3 4|4 23 3013 14|12 21

12
REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON HOME MISSIONS.

The Board of Home Missions has pleasure in reporting that during the year effect
has heen given tu the desives expressed at the (General Assembly for visits of the Right
Reverend the Moderator to vatious States and for a special delegation to the State of
Tasmania. In the months of January-February the Right Reverend the Moderator
visited Tasmania, preached and addressed meetings and visited many centres, giving
much stimulus to the cause in Tasmania, and gaining information of much use to your
Board. 1n the wmonth of May he visited Western Austvalia, and besides preaching to
and addressing large gatherings, visited a great many of the nore central parts, greatly
encouraged Ministers and people, and hecamo possessed of facts which, it is hoped,
will euable your Board te understand the sitnation and help the Home Mission canse.
Queensland has also been visited and enconraged by the Right Reverend the Moderator
in September.

The Home Mission Committees of New South Wales and Victoria had each ayreed
to send a representative Home Mission Ageut free of all cost to Tausmania, to exploit
the laud from a Home Mission standpeint, to help to reorganise Home Mission work,
and to develop the cause; your Boavd sent the Rev. P. Hope, B.A., from New South
Wales in March and the Rev. D. A. Cameron, M. A., from Vietoria in April.

The Rev. P. Hope visited and worked Newtown {a subuvb of Hobart), Bothwell,
Kempton, aud Sorrell. In each of these places Mr. Hope was enabled to kindle some
enthusiasm anid to suggeat plans whereby more satisfastory results might be obtained.
Though his full report has not been received, though promised from the Tasmaniau
Committee, the following extract from the sumnarised report supplied by Mr. Hope
may explain the situation so far as Sonthern Tasmania is concerned ;—*' It is a coustant
experieuce of inefficiency through lack of organisation that is forced on onz as the
various districts are reviewed. There is no regular and direct communication hetween
the Stations and a Central Bureau, no tabulation of results, and therefore little definite




110

informatiou, overlapping and delay in financial and administrative business.  With no
adequate Capital Fund, and no proper canvas for Home Mission Funds, with ouly three
Women's Missionary Associutions, no central office, a scatteved Commitiee, and three
city churches, Southern Tasmania waits for some business minds and enterprising
spirits to shake the slumbering fovces into activity and lead thews forward to some
desperate practical effort.” 'The Rev. D. A. Cameron followed an itinerary arranged by
a special Committee, visited Deloraine (where he visited all the families, preached and
met with the Committee of Management and Congregation), Ulverstone, Buraie,
Staunley, Zeehan, and Launceston. Passing from the details of his work, which fuilly
oceupied his time and should havs gool praetical vesults, Mr. Cameron deplores the
apiritual backwardness of the buckblocks and new settlements of the west of T'asmania,
He says :~—** Deputations are wanted to put the matter bluntly and vigorously to the
main congregations of the Church.  Men are wanted as preachers —Preshyrerians —self-
denying earnest. men, as well edncated as their hearers aud knowing their work If
Tusmania cannot produce them, they might be got from the mainland, but shonld not
be the ronaways or derelicts of other services, but aceredited worthy mien. I felt, after
conversation with Ministers 1 met, reading up all I could lay hold of, listening 1o what
I heard in every centre I visited, and comparing our Church work with what 1 could
gee of that of other Churches, that an outside influence is wanted to help ‘Fasmania for
atime. . . . Deputations from the mainland would help to rouse esprit de corpx,
and would rally the loyal rempant to snch a self-denying task as Homo Mission cnter-
prise must ever be. Two thoughts persistently came into my mind as I moved amony
the people.  Waould it be possible for Tasmania to cede the north-west to Vietoria for
o time, and ask the latter to pour money and men into this neglected province, and, if
50, would it be possible for the General Assembly of Australia to persuade Vietoria to
aceept the duty ?  The second thought was, might it not be better if Tasmania with her
limited Presbyterian popunlation becane a Presbytery or Synod of Victoria, thus making
possible a free interchange of Ministers and Missionavies 2™ Upon consideration of
this report your Board agreed to recommend to your Venerable Court that Tasmania
should e treated an a Preshytery of the Preshyterian Church of Australia in the State
of Victoria, and that the General Asscmblies of Victoria and Tasmania be asked to
consider the tatter, and that a Commission of Assembly be appuinted to see this matter
carried out.

Your Hoard also recommend that the transfer of Penela and other districts in
South Auwstralia at present controlled by Victoria should be now made, and that a
Commission of Assenibly be authorised to carry it out.

The failure of Home Mission Agents to undertake study and come np for examina-
tion appears to your Board very unsatisfactory, and while Vicioria, Queensland and
Western Australia ave endeavouring to help agents ju theiv studies, your Board
thinks it necessary to ask the General Assembly to recommeml that arrangements be
made to give men at a distance suitable instrnetion.

NEW SOUTH WALES.

During the year our Novth-Western Mission has been placed on a wove satistactory
footing., We have in the field an ordained Superintendent (Rev. A. .. Carter) and two
lay Missionaries, Messrs, Brown and HKrskine, who go throngh the immense area in
every direction and conduet services. Our Mission in the city is doing splendid work,
but is languishing from the want of funds, In place of being self-sustaining, us we
hoped, it proves aburden on the ordinary funds of the Committee. We ought to be
in ocenpation of other districts of the eity, but hesitale to enlarge our borders, At
present we are making an effort to place the whole scheme on a proper footing.

T. E. CLOUSTON, Convener.

VICTORIA.

Tswo problems have faced the Church of late—how to provide sexvives for the wide
spreading population of the new settlements being established on Crown Jands throwu
open to selection—large estates subdivided by owners, and private estates reau med by
Government for closer settlement, and how to evangelise the specially cireumatanced
people of the congested areas in the city. ) - i b

Progress has been made. but_much remaing to be done. l‘he main effort in the
city has been through the City’s Branch of the Home Mission Committee, whose chief
work is in Fitzroy, where the Rev. A. Irving Davidson, as Snperintendent, with two
deaconcsses, and a devoted band of voluntary helpers has made a deep impressinn,
especially on the young life of the community.
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A three months’ Mission to Shearers in the Western District was last season well
carvied out by Mr. J. Flynn, and is now being arranged for as a permanent Mission,

Of the Exit Students of 1909, Messvs. (i, K. Harrison, J. H. R. Halford, and
J. W. A. Buchan were engouraged to accept appointments m South Australia j and of
1810, Messrs .J. Fiynn and A. . Lawson, The Committe hopes to arrange for another
Exit: Student of 1910, to accept service in Western Australia.

During 1909-10, a sum of £88 was sent to Western Australia for Home Missions,
and our Sunday Schools as advised hy the General Assembly of Victorvia, are striving
to raizse £300 a year for the support of a Minister at Broome. W.A., as . Home Mission
Missioner.

The Vietorian Bible Clasy Union, has pledged itself to raise £125 per annum, for
the support of an ordained Minister at Port Lincoln, 8, A., and hopes to make Lhe saum
£150, balf of the stipend promised, Rev. J. W. A. Buchau has been appointed its
first agent.

[n our own tinances, the most pleasing feature has been an increase of £1,400 for
1908-9, and of £2,50{ for 1909 10, in the Home Mission Stations themselves for self help

The [ayman’s Missionary Movement (Presbyterian Section, Victoria), has made
its platform both Honie and Foreign Missions, and the 1. W M. U. bas included Home
Missions in the sphere of its operations. and we expeet much practieal belp and
sympathy from both organizations.

SOUTH AUSTRALLA.

Home Mission work in South Australia has been proseculed vigorously during the
rast year. Encouraging reports have been received from our stations and ounv agents
have given gencral satisfaction.

In the Presbytery of Adelaide, St. Peters (B, Adelaide) has been ereated a full
charge and is growing rapidly under the care of the Rev. J. ¥. Colguhoun. Church
extension in the Northern Subnrbs is at last to bo undertaken. The congregations of
Chalmers Chureh and Flinders Street are financing the movement for the first year, and
are thus relieving the H, M. Committee. A suitable locality {Prospect}, a litule further
out thun N. Adelaide proper, has been sclected, and the H. M. Committee of Victoria,
has agreed to transfer Mr. A. F. Lawson to us for this work. Assoon as this is well
on the way it is our intention to commence in the west of the city, in the neighbourhood
of Hindmarsh, where another good opening exists.

This year has alse seen a commencement made on Eyre's Peninsola, with Port
Lincoln as headquarters pro tem. That great territory offers a splendid field it we
follow the settlers who are pushing out along the new line of railway through Cummins.

The Rev. J. W. Buchau has pioneered for us, and so far done yeoman service. He
is getting hold of our people and selecting sites for future chorches, We are assisted
in this by the Bible Class Union of Victoria, who have made it their special field, and
are giving us £13) a year towards expenses.

In the Presbytery of Onkaparinga, the Pinnaroo District coulinues to cdevelop, and
our Chureh is developing with it. Mr. Wylde has proved himself 2 good organizer, but
we must shortly make this a full Charge, We onght to have a Minister and an
Assistant Missionary there, at the very least.

We shall be able also, within Lhe next three months, to replace Mt. Barker, now o
Mission Station, as a stated Charge, as things have improved so much under Mr, Halford.

1n the Presbytery of Belalie, our Missionary at Iron Knoeb, acting nnder instruc-
tions from the Assembly, has visited all through the Stations and Camps as far inland
as Tarcooln.  He has done u great deal of hard work, and has veceived a hearty welcome
everywhere, We rejoice in this. especially as vurs is the only Chureh which is doing
anything for the people in these distant districts. We could do more of it if funds
were available.

Though the Smith of Dunesk Mission is under the divection of another Committes,
it forms a very resl part of our organization in this State. The Rev. K. E. Baldwin
has toured extensively in the Far North during the past two years, bnt is shortly
retiring. We have secured an able suceessor, with much experience of Station life and
work, in Mr. Flynn.

At Qodnadatta our Deaconess, Miss Bett, is bravely carrying forward one of the
noblest pieces of Christian service in Australia, and as soon a3 the new hospital ward is
completed, the range of her influence will be vastly increaserl.

ARTHUR J. WADE, Convener,
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RUEENSBLAND
to come in

WESTERN AUSTRALILA.

The year has been distingnished by the extension of our cause in the agricultural
districts, coincident with the highly successful work in the North-West of the State,
under Rev. J, H. Fordyee, M .A., who is now at Broome, while Rev. E. (¢ Petherick,
despatched to the North early this year, is carrying on the work at Part Hedland and
Marble Bar district, Memorabls, tuo, has it been through the remarkahle services
rendered to the Church in this State by three honoured visitors from the East. Karliest
in the year came he whose name will always be connected with the great progressive
period of Preshyterianism in Western Australia—-Rev. David Ross, M.A. —now of St.
Kilda Church, Victoria ; most powerfully during a memorable fortnight did he rouse the
Metropulitan District. Next came that veteran of the Church of Aunstralia—Rev. J.
Meiklejohu. D.1.,— who happily is stiil with us, aiding us to a degree not easy to de-
seribe, by his high ability, matured experience, and fine spirit.  And then there was the
month when the Moderator of the Church of Avstralia—the Right Rev. John Fergnson—
carried from end to end of our Stations, from Leonora to Albany, and from Kanowna to
the sea, his high message of Christian brotherhood.  These three men, in showing the
ity of our Church and in expressing its evangelical message, have done mighty work,
the effects of which will ot speedily pass away ; while as a manifest result of the etforts
of Dr. Meiklejohn and My, Ferguson, a Branch of the Layman’s Missionary Movement,
striving for increased attention to Home and Yoreign Missions, has heen founderl it the
State, and, under Dr. Meiktejohn’s charge, a Tay DPreachers’ Class has been established
in Perth, greatly to the benefit of that agency for Church extension.

OUR STATIONS,

So iar as individual Stations are concerned, first place is taken by the opening of
work at Kellerberrin, a most important centre in the farther east section of the Agricul.
tural Distriets. The success achicved so far is cheering, and regret must be feit that
funds <o not permit a move complete ministration to our people in the newer farming
distriets, but our Stations along the Great Southern Railway are reaching ont castward
as far as possible. Katanning has vesamed ministerial responsibility, :),uﬁ’, with the aid
of an annual grant, has culled a minister. Pingelly and Narrogin have been the scene of
goord work. At Dewmark, in the far S8euth, we have a firm hold in a community which,
uvnhappily, has had little rhare of worldly suceess.  Omn the (eldficlds, the vieissitudes
of difierent centres are reflected in our work. At Leonora we have a flourishing Stution,
which may he expected to become a full Charge. Kookynie and Cuolgardie and Ka-
nowna are suftering from declining mining activity, and ay have to be readjusted, but
Menzies is well maintained. Various Charges have been supplied by Home Missionaries
during the vear with success, notably Albany and Midland Junction, while Northam
and Boulder may nced temporary supply.  The one Station closed during the year was
Yalgoo, owing to the Anglican Church pushing into that distriet, in which for so long
we were the only representative of Protestantism.

THE STAFE AND EDUCATION,

The Stati has altered not at all during the year, except that Mr. W, J. 5. Rankin,
released for the Abarigines Mission, left our service, at least for a time.  After careful
consideration, a scheme foy assisting our Agents in their studies was devised. This pro-
vides that, in January, our Agents shall be assembled at Scotch College, where they
will undergo a conrse of instruction calenlated to help them directly and indirectly, the
Committee paying hall their travelling expenses, and majutaining them for s fortnight
or more at Claremont. Ntations will depend on local supply for the two Sundays while
Agents are absent. 1n view of this provision for education, Agents are now required to
enter upon definite stundy, cxcept when exempted by special resolution of Assembly, or
leave the service, The fullowing is vhe scheme of training :—

1. That classes commence on Tuesday, 10th January, 1911, and continue tlll
Friday, 27th January.

2. That classes be held daily, except vn Saturday, from 9 a.m. to 12 noer, and
from 2 p.m. to 5 p.m.

3. That the six suhjects he taken by three lecturers, who each shall have two
hours daily.

4. That the missionary students be expected 1o prepare heforehand a sermon nn
some prescribed text.
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. That evening lectures, meetings, and social engagements be arvanged with a
view to stimulating the students, and bringing their work under the notice of
the Church.

6. That a Committec be appointed to make all necessary arvangements,

7. That the students, during the cowrse, be under the control of the Committee,

and attend such classes aml engagements as may be arranged.

8. 'I'hat private students may, on the recommendation of the Committee, attend
either the whole or part of the course.

9. The following Ministers have undertaken to lecture on the prescribed subjects,
viz. : -The Rev. H. W, Burvidge, M,A., English and Greck (Mr. Burridge
may not be able to lecture in January, 1911); the Rev, R. W. Macaulay,
1. A., History and Luogie ; the Rev, F. K. Oxer, M. A., B.D., Bible and Moral
Philosophy. The Rev. A, McCarlie is prepared to lecture, if required, on
Rible and English. The Prinecipal of the Scoteh College offers to leeture, if
in town, on English or History.

FINANCE.

Finances ave always a ditfieulty.  During the last two years steady eftorts have
been made to reduce expenditure to she level of ourinecome, Opening with a debit balance
of £93 8s. 2d. in November, 1909, the present incomplete year has been weighted by
unusual expenditnre.  The north-west Superintendency has exercised the right given
by the Assembly in Western Australia, drawing upon our finances to the extent of
£106.  The ineome has been reduced by the absence of any grants in aid from New
Sonth Wales and Victoria, which Jast year gave us £192 2s,, and stands—

British grants . £504 0 0O
H.M. Boxes {one-half yearly clearance) ... 90 0 0
Local colleetions and donatious 160 0 ©
Sundries 19 0 O

£773 0 0

The Home Mission Stations paid in £616, which, with this £773 totalled £1,389, while
the expenditure nn them was £1,286, but other items brought the disbursements up to
£1,516, which the debit balance from last year and the five percent. rate struck for
general expenses by the Assemhly, increase to £1.738.  Thias lett 2 debit balance on 15th
August, 1910, of £322.

T'o meet the Hnancial position as developed, the Committee appealed to our Con-
gregations for a fuller adoption of the Home Mission Box Scheme, and the Right Rev,
W. Agnew (the Moderator) isaued a pastoral.  The next clearance of boxes does not
take place till September. Persanal appeals are being sent to individual Preshyterians
who may be able to assist substantially, und the facts of the case are now laid befare
the {ieneral Assembly of Australia, aud communicated to the Churches of Scotland and
Ireland.

SYSTEM OF PAYINUG AGENTS.

The yurestion of altering our financial scheme for the support of Ageuts has been
considered.  Unider our present scheme the General Treasurer pays salavies of Agents
direct each month, the only condition being that the collections from the Station must
be received before the salary money is despatched. A pre ve mwia meeting of the
Assembly in Western Avstralia, beld in August, changed this, and decided that from
Jannary i, 1911, assistance should be solely by grants in aid paid direct as in Victoria.

R. ROBERTSON, Conveuer.

TASMANIA,

The Tasmanizn State Assembly has alceady expressed gratitude for the decp
practical interest shown by the (ieneral Assembly of Australia, and especially by the
Churches in Victoria and New South Wales in sending over two Delegates, whose
expenses were horne entirely by these two Churches. In view of the reports of these
Delegates, which will be sammarised elsewhere, I ueed anly say that the result of the
Delegates’ work will prove a2 source of helpful gnidance to us in the future. The
Assembly will appreciate, in a measure, the great difficulty that has been experienced
in the carrying on of our work in Southern Tasmania when it learns that all the
Stations during the past nine months have been under the care of one Minider. [
think 1 might claim to hold & unigqne position in the Church, in that at the
prasent moment I am Interim Moderator of ten different sessions. The great dearth of
Ministers has been a very serious obstacle in carrying on the work. Thank God ! this
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difficulty is being gradually overcome, and vacant pulpits are being filled. But I would
ask the Board of Home Missions to help me to secure two Licentiates, one for Queens.
town on the West Couast, that ia now in a position to pay a stipend of £200 with a
manse, and also one for Bothwell.Kempton.

JAMHES BARR, Convener.

The following ¢uestions were issued by the Board, and answers up to date are
given :—
1. Wlhat new fiekls las your Committee opened up ?
New South Wales.— Kight ; Bavren Jack, Gilgandra, Woy Woy, Baugalow,
Alstonville, Thnoon, Goolmungar.
Uietorie — Hight ; Mount Gambier, Hamilton, TLismore, Yarrawonga,
Macarthur, Nambvook, Laen, and Realiba.

South A ustrafie. —Three ; Pinnaroo, bordering on Victoria, where the Agent
bas cight stations. Port Lincoln Tlistrict, where the Agent has an un-
limited periad.  The Northern Suburls of Adelaide.

(reensdang, —
Western Australia.—Broome, Killerborrin.
Fasmaiin. —None,

). — What fields has it abandoned ¥
A, —New South Wales \

v : | »
Vietoria ] None,
South Australia p
Queenstand,

Western Australia.—Yalgoo.
Tasmania. —None.
Q. —How many Home Mission Stations have become sanctioned charges, and how
many of these are settled ?
A.—New Southr Wales. —¥ive; three settled, two ready for settlement.
Victoria. —Five —all settled.

Sonth Australin.—Oue- settled.
Queensland.

Western Australia.
Tasmania. —None.

(). —How many ordained Ministers does your Commitiee employ ?
A ~New South Wales, —HEightleen.
Victoria. — Five permanently ; several temporarily from supply list for emer
geneies,
Sonth Australin.—Three,
Queensland.
Western Australia.—Tlhree.
Tasmania.——One.

.—How many Home Mission Agents (lay) have you, and of these how mauny are
e -~ A N b o ) ? 5
studying under Home Mission scheme ?

A—New South Wales —Thirty-nine ; a number of these are Students at the
University or Hall.

Victaria.— Ninety-seven ; sixty-six.
South Australin. —Eight ; four Home Mission Course, one University Course.
Queensland.

Western Australia,-—~None; seven are understood to be studying under the
Home Mission Schemnie.

Tasmania.—Thirteen ; eleven,
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Q —De you impress upon Ayents the advisability of studying ? What has been your

success ?

A.—New South Wales,—We tell all our lay Agents that if they do not take up.
the Training conrse the Committee may digpense with their services.
Nearly all profess to be atadying, but when the time comes for examina-
tion, suvme find themselves not suffiviently prepared to sit.

Victoria.—Yes. All now joining the Hall are either going through the
University or are studying ander the scheme

South Australis.—Yes The younger men are taking the University or Home
Mission Course, On taking on new men we wake stndy a condition of
permanent work.

Queensland.

Western Australia.— Yes, and have devised a scheme of anunal lectures at
the Scotch College, Claremont, which Agents must attend,

Tasmania.—We do not receive anyone unless he nndertakes to study with a
view to the Ministry.

Q. —How many Agents not curolled under the scheme have you ?

A.—New South Wales, —Only a few elderly men.

Vietoria.—Twenty-one,

South Australia. —Three.

Queensland.

Western Australia. —~Two ; both elderly.

Tasmania.- -Two.

Q. —How many Agents have you gained during the year?

A —New Svuth Wales.—Seven, not inclnding stndents.

Victoria.—8ix permanently engaged ; seveu employed on probation and tem-
porarily.

South Anstralia.—Oue.

Queensland.

Western Anstralia.—One,

Tasmania,—One.

Q.—How many Agents have you lost, and under what cireumstances ?

A—New South Wales. —Two, who were deemed unsuitable.

Victoria. —Three by resignation ; six have retived from Home Mission Staff to
give all their time to study, intending to enter the Hall and go on for the
Ministry.

South Australin.—None.

Queensland.

Western Australia. —None.

Tasmania.—One, who was engaged by the Victorian H M. Committee,

Q.—What uare the special difficulties whizl yon have to face in Home Mission

work.

A.—New South Wales. —The obtaining of suitable Agents. Spareness of pupula-
tion in many parts of the interior. In mining and other populated centres
the rivalry of smaller sects.

Victoria.—Difficulty in obtaining suituble Agents, Jack of & wide outlook in
the established Ceongregations, inadequate funds, rapid outspread of
pupulation through new land legislation and cutting up of large estates,
crowding of people into cities, and consequent increase of poverty and
slum life.

South Ausiralia.—Want of funds ; we could open straight fonr new places in
the eonntry and two in the suburbs if we had the funds.

Queensland.

Western Australia —Our vast distanees; our thinly scattered agricultural
settlement, and the decline of one or two goldfields, with the rise of
others elsewhere,

Tasmania. — Funds to carry on the work, The Stationsare sparsely populated,
and almost all require grants in aid.
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Your Board appointed the Reverend 1), A. Cameron, M.A., to ask for inforimation
about Home Mission particulars from other Presbyterian Churches in ditferent Statea
and Countries, aml the following questions were asked, and the answers appended
given :—

L. Do you employ unordained preachers to help yvou to reach specially poor centres
in vities aug outlying sparsely populated diatricts in the connry ?

2. We call these unordained preachers Home Missionaries, Some are students
going forward to the Ministry, and others are laymen of approved Christian character
who are acceptable preachers. They act as preachers and pastors to a Congregation
and rveceive small stipends.

Do you in your Church employ such, or can you overtake all your work by means
of a trained and ordzined Ministry 7

1 and 2. Canada employs three classes «f Missionaries, Ordained Missionaries,
Students, and Catechists. The United States of America do not employ anordained
preachers, exceptling some students for the Ministry who receive work in the summer
vacation. Nova Scotia employs mordained men, most of whom are students. New
Zealand empluys unordained preachers in the country, but wnne in  the citica.
Queensland uses nnorlained preachers chiefly in the country, so do Sonth Australia,
Western Australia, Vietoria, and Tasmania. None excepting the United States can
overtake the work with only an ordained Ministry, and in the United Siates students
are nsed.

3. Lf you employ Home Missionaries, how many have you in your serviceand what
’ is the average stipend paid them ?

3. Canada has 674 Home Mission fields, and the stipends are :—Intending students,
seven dollars per week with board ; actual students, eight and nine dollars per week with
hoard ; wpproved married catechists, 700 dollars per year and a manse ; ordained
mwissionaries, 750 to 800 dullars per year ; and if married, 800 to 925 dollars and a manse.
United States have 1392 Home Mission fields, but their answer about stipends is that

! they vary., Nova Scotia has gixty unordained Home Missionarics, and the stipend
avervages eight dollars per weck with board and lodging, expenses of travel, such as
horae equipment.  New Zealamd has sixty-six Home Missionaries and eight ordained
ministers, the stipends varying between £100 without a manse to £150 with a manse,

“ the average being £110 with a house. Queensland has forty Home Missionaries with
salaries ranging from £120 to £160 per year, the average being slightly over £130.
South Australia has seven Home Missionaries, four of whom are students, stipend not
given. Western Australia has ten home Missionaries, the salary being £123 per annum
with an extra £25 to married Miasionaries, and 4 special allowance of £23 to those

| working on the gold fields.  Tasmania employs thirteen Home Missionaries, and
the average salary is £ a year. Victoria has 102 Home Missivnaries, and the
average stipend iz £JU0 for single men and £120 for marvied, and this Churel aims
at securing travelling cqnipment aml manses for ull its agents.

4. We place them under a neighbouring Minister wha is called the Moderator of
the Home Mission Parish.

Is this your practice ?

5. How do you arrange for Lire celebration of the Sacrzments in such Home Mission
Parishes ?

4 and 5. Canada makes the ypeavest settled Minister Moderator of the Mission
Charge and bhe administers the Sacraments, but the (ieneral Assembly bas authorised
Presbyteries to ordain, with the sanction of the Home Mission Cummittee, students and
catechists and empower them Lo dispense the Sacraments and solemnize marriage. In
the United States ordained Ministers do all the work of the Chureh, excepting as
assisted by students. Nova Scotia fullows the same practice as Canada, exeepling that
in remote dirtricts special arvangements are made by the Couvener of the Home
Missions Conunittee for the Sscraments New Zealand appuints the neighbouring
Minister Moderator of the Mission Charge, who generally administers the Sacraments.
In sume cases Home Missionaries ave ordained and administer the Sacraments under the
snpervision of the Moderator. Queensland has the swine rule as New Zealand, but in
many cases where Home Missionaries are far frum their Moderators, those who are in
the Kldership are empowered by Preshyteries to administer them. South Australia
works its Mission Stations under neighbouring Ministers as Moderators, and these
Moderators or the General Agent of the Church administer the Sacrament. Western
Australia has its Home Missionaries directly under the Home Mission Committee, and
only ordained Ministers celebrate the Sacraments, Tasmania puts each Home Mission

W
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Station under a4 neighbouring Minister as Moderator, but some of the Missiunaries have
power to dispense the Sacraments. Vietoria appoints a neighbouring Minister
Moderator, and allows only ordained Miuisters to give the Sacraments.

6. What are average distances of Home Mission Pavishes from the ordained
nministers who may act ag Moderators of them ?

7. How generally do the Heme Missionaries travel on their rounds and doing their
Sunday work, by bicycle, hovse or how ?

8. Do yon map out Parishes and boundaries by Presbytery ur General Assembly
maps.

6, 7, and 8. Canada lLias Missionaries, some six and some sixty miles away from
Moderators. Travelling is by bicycle, horse, or boat, and parish boundaries are hxed
by Presbytery or Synodical Superintendents. In the United States Home Mission
preachers resch their statious by bicyele, horse, or train.  Boundaries are arranged by
the Home Mission Committee of the Presbytery.  In Nova Scotia the Mission stations
are trom six to thirty miles away from the Moderator's manse and locomotion is
generally by driving. New Zealand’s distances are from five miles to fifty, covered by
horse or on bicycle, and fields ave fixed by Presbyteries, Queensland has Home Mission
districts within one niile of the nearest Minister, and the furthest away from s Minister
is $80 miiles, the average being 225 miles. Travelling is by riding or driving and on
bicycles, and so far boundary questions bave not emerged, InSouth Australia, Missions
are from five to 100 miles from ministerial Charges, and travelling is by horse, buggy,
or bicycle. Boundaries have not been fixed. Western Australia has Missions 160,
350 and 440 miles from Moderator's Charges. Travelling is by bicycle and buggy.
Boandaries have not been fixed. Tasmania's Missions, especially in the north-
west, are from fifty to 250 miles from Moderators. Travelling is by horse or
bieycle. Boundaries not fixed. Victovia bas a few far-away Mission Stations fifby and
sixty miles from a Moderator, but the average distance is twelve or fifteen miles,
Travelling is by bieyele and horse and gig. Parishes are fixed by local Presbyteries.

JOHN FERGUSON, Convener.
ROBERT STEEL, Secretary.

13
REPORT OF THE PUBLIC QUESTIONS COMMITTEE.

During the year your Committee has had several matters of public import under
consideration, and gave such suitable directions and assistance in connection with these
as was thought desirable.

RE Coar. STRIKE.— First, in connection with the Coal Strike the Committee in the
month of December of 1909, had the situation under review, and considered the possi-
Lility of stepping iu to render assistance in the settlement of the dispmve.  Just at that
puint, however, the Government authorities of New South Wales took the matter in
hand, with the result that happily the strike was settled,

RE BipLe 1N STaT ScHo0Ls (QUEENsLAND). —This matter was bronght before your
Committee, and eirenlar issued by a former Moderator was again sent out in terms of
Minute 37, page 30, Blue Book, 1909.  Authority was sent by letter and telegram to
Queensland, intimating that the Right Reverend the Moderator would concur in a
general circular to be issued, signed by the representatives of the Anglican and
Methodist Churches and the Salvation Army and others, and this had been dane.
Ultimately, the referendun: had been taken in (Queensland, resulting in the atfirmation,
by a large majority, of the desirability of the introduction of the system of Religious
Instroction ip State Schools within the State of Queensland.

RE QurEssLAND Law Costs. — By authority of the Committee. a cireular letter was
issued by the Right Reverend the Moderator, to the representatives of the Preshyterian
Church throughout the Commonwealth, inviting snbseriptions towareds the Queensland
luw costs. A list of names had been sent from New South Wales, and the eirculurs had
been issued direct from Queensland, but the response had not been great.

RE MarrIiED CorpLEs 0N STATIONS. -The Committee had under its consideration
the guestion of making some representations in connection with the providing of
residences for married couples employed upon Stations, and this matter was still under
wonsideration.
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RE STATEMENT oF THE ReForMED Fa1TH, by P. B. FRaBER, of OTace, N. 4 —State,
ment of the Reformed Faith in pamphlet forni, gy the Rev. P. B. Fraser, of Otago, N.Z.,
was placed before your Committee during the year, with the request that it might receive
a recommendation, and be brought before the General Assembly. Reports regarding this
pamphlet were oblained, and these having been favonrable it was resolved that the
pamphlet shonld be recommended to the General Assembly, and that anthority should
be given to issue it. Copies were now available in the Assembly.

Re IMumicraNTS. — Your Committee has taken into account the question of the
dealing with the influx of immigrants by the General Assembly of Australia, with a
view to coucerted action being taken. But it was thought best that this matter should
be dealt with by the authorities of each State, 3o that no recommendation on the subject
is made.

RE Scortisd FaryeEre' DEpuTaTioN.—A letter of welcome had heen sent by the
Right Rev. the Moderator to she Scottish Farmers” Deputation, which was now on its
way ta Australia. The communication would be delivered to them at Fremantle.

Re REPRESENTATIVE PREsBYTERIAN. — Your Committee hiad under consideration
the guestion of inviting a representative Preshyterian from Scatland (minister or
layman), to visit 3ustralia in the near future, and it was resalved that authority should
be asked from the Assembly to open up negolations with this end in view.

0On hehalf of the Conimittee,
JOHN FERGUSON, Convener.

14
REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON STATISTICS, 1909,

The period covered by the following statistical review only covers ane year, as
against two years coveced by the last report. It might be desirable to instruect the
Comniittee to prepare reports on a uniform basis—annual, biennial, or triennial—as
might be decmed suflicient.  As this report is only a summary. and, therefore, chiefly
valuable in its comparative aspects, the Committee feel that the force of compacison is
wenkened, where the period reported on varies from time to time.

The Committee are glad to acknowledge that there appears to be stealy improve-
ment in the compilation of the statistical tables by the various State Churches, but would
note two items by way of ofiset.  T'he Tasmanian returns are so defective as to render
the figures from that Church quite misleading as an index of the real condition of the
Church, and every total in which they are included shows something less than its trne
value for 1909, The West Anstralinn schedule does not furnish several items, included in
this Assembly’s schedule, and supplied by the other States, 1t caunot be too strongly
urged. that, if our statistical summary is to have the maximum value, there ahould%le
wniformity and completeness in the returns from each State Assembly.

SSTIMATED POPULATION ON DECEMBER 31, 1909,

19t 1909 Preshyterian  Percentapge

New South Wales ... o LA9EHTE 0 1,045,444 ... 181,062 ... 9.7Y9
Victoria ... o L2TLIT4 .. 1,303,357 . 200000 ... 16.03
Queensland ... 552,340 ... 578,348 ... 67,666 .. 11.7
South Australia ... 07,179 16,047 . 21,052 . 35.06
Western Australia .. 3 267, 110 ... 276,743 ... 22,105 .. 7.98
Tasmanma ... . 183,824 . 186,865 .. 12,496 ... 6.67

4,275,306 1,406,749 #i3,375 11.19

The abuve percentages and estimates are based on the last cenaus (1901), and it is safe
1o anticipate that next year's census will indicate a different distribation. Forinstance,
the Government Statistician of West: Australia, reports that it is believed the Presby-
terian element has increased in the population of that State.
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MINESTERS, CHARCES, AGENTS,

Tarce 1.

3 T ("3 = niis
« | 3] 8| 2|31 3
7 = : =] 4] E & &
— (08| 5 | e 5| 3 3| 3|
e v et ~h1gw9.| 18 {14 | 3 | 3| 3| 3| 4
Char 11908, | 166 |20g | 38 | 16 | 17 16 | 457
o 41909084 (200 | 88 | 17 | 15 | 16 | 479
4 a5 20 1 5
Ministers in settled charges {:ggg :;g ;gg .;é }-' ; :_l‘ 13 i?g

9..| 1 2 T
i

. I i 9 a8 2 1 — —_ b
Ministers Emeriti.. { 1333 il ;_,2 ) j;
b O3 - — =
Ministers without charges { }gﬁg %‘1, i{: é _ 3 < g.l‘
a7y | % - 2| 7
Students, Divinity - : }ggg }.'1 ;('} 3; 3 = ' _:._:.
. " 1908 . 32 721 37 10 9 12 172
Home Missionaries 11909 55 56 . 40 3 10 12 211
Ministers in Service, not in 31908 . 6 (] 1 1 1 1 16
charge R LS 1 IO B 4 1 1 — 1 16
o . V1908 | A o 27 11 14 170
Mission Stations ... - 11909 N 21 ue | 29 n 14 10 lél

In this table the fact is disclosed that we have added twenty-two Charges and
eleven Mission Stations, making a grand total of 660. To work these we have 459 active
Ministers, a ahortage of 201.  In other wortls we have not enough Ministers by twenty
to sapply the sauctioned Charges. The deficiency is made up by Students, Howme
Missionaries, &e. The fields are truly white unto the harvest and the labourers are

ton few.

CHURCH BUILDINGS, &c., &«

TasLe 1L

Churehes. Schoola, . Manses, Delit,

1908, | 1@ | 1908, | 1800, | 190K, | 1904 190, 1909.
N. 8. Wales - ) 336 9t 93 123 125 L£69,344 | £61,032
Vietoria .| 318 Sl 132 132 | 177 ] I® OR,800 | 107,823
(Juernsland i 1i3 30 30 H 3H) 13,432 13,749
South Auvstralia ... 33 34 3 3 16 ] 3,512 2,797
Weastern Australia ...| 26 26 I 15 13 13 25,363 24,101
Tasmania | 45 Eq | 17 7 15 10 6,249 1,927

1,100 | 1,104 200 | 282 | 378 | AT8 | £216,79% | £211,329
lncrease e ] 3 l ; ‘ i
Decrease i W 2| | 563

In the last report the figures were too defective for comparison, except nuder the
heading ““ Debt.” The inerease then was £17,985 for two years. The present decreass
of £5,463 is, therefore, very pleasing,

— T L r——
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CHURCH BUILDRINGS, &c,
Tanmre TIT,

Siting Sittings Let or Other Sitting

Insarance. Value, Accommodation. Assigned. Accommodation.
1908, 1909, 1908, ‘ 14409, 190%, 1914). 1908. 1909, 1908. 1909.

{5 5 £ [ £
N. 8. Wales .| 241,625 | 261,%73 | 487,028 . - 61,241 | 62,473 3,485 3,653 — —
Victoria , .. oy 362,900 [ 386,064 | TLIL 11T | 731,908 | 88,006 | 87,514 | 15,132] 19,823 | 28,717 | 27.381
Queensland L 61,330 68,472 | 146,226, 146,168 | 17,222 18,260 1,3 1,847 4,086 4,608
Sonth Australia .| 23,666 | 27.510| 49,264 51.081 7,580 ®,250 476 657 | . —
Western Austiralia — 21,220 | 57, 638 ' 37,875 4,675 5,224 350 e 2 105 1.965
Tasmania ...|] 15,668 9,448 { 51,325 | 23,855 7,305 1,635 2003 760 | —
. 705,097 | 774,587 1,502,595 1.012,8871 186,039 ) 186,362 | 22,756 | 28,740 ' 34,852 | 33,954
Increase | = 69,490 — . I | 23| — "\‘ 5,984 [
Decrease . — | f - — — — - — ]68

It is to bhe regretied that N.8. Wales is unable to supply an estimate of valnes. The total ig, of
course, valueless for comparison.

PERSONAL ORGANIZATION.—TABLE IV.

i | Deacons and District Sustentation Fund
o Managers. Visitors. Colleetors.
1908 1909 1908 ! 190‘) 1908 1809 1908 1909
— - H l —— — _— —_—
N. 8. Wales 805 857 2,732 ‘ 2808 | 166 167 1,096 1,071
Vietoria 914 937 4,910 4,687 X8 214 — =
Queonsland 264 282 758 775 25 35 1%% 190
South Australia ... 79 78 231 254 40 44 54 G6
Western Australia 66 67 224 238 =
Tasmania 40 68 198 165 G
Total .| 220 ) B0 | 0088+ B9 1w | de0 1,338 1,327
Increase ... I 66 [ i l
Decrease ... 128 1 25 Ll

SOCIETIES—TABLE V

! Women’s Socicties. Tempevance Societies.
| |
: Number. Membership. Number. Membership.
1908 1909 1808 1509 1908 | 1900 H[ 1908 l 1904
N.§ Wales - -| 247 | 980 | 4742 | 5907 | 46 | 44 200 ‘ 2,813
T P e S0 311 | 7,572 | 80 | 119 49 6.691 | 4649
Queenslund. - ‘ 58 63 | 1,080 | 1,236 20 23 (,398 | 1,008
Routh Australia - 37 35 T4 633 ' 6 7 290 | 429
Wentern Australia a3 25 455 m oW 2 1 122
Tasmania ‘ 12 9 280} 28 i 4 3 90 73
726 | 725 | 14873 116,455 | 201 48 | 11,782 | 9,184
Lucrense . | ‘ [ 1,582 | [ !
Decrease ... - (I | H3 2,398
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TABLE V.. _Continued.

Fellowship C. B Societies.  Literary Societies.
Assnglations. -
s Boenlely o 4 | §
z ] £ B = £ g'.:
- o -~ o L - i
z = z = b =
| |
1908|1909 1908] 1909 19011909 1908 1909 1903%[909 1908( 1509
N. S, Wales .. 75 [1,960|1,897 25 | 29 738 824] 32 | 30 1,150(1,003
Vietoria ...511!) 108 |2,6502,645 54 | 38 | 878il,364) 68 | 62 [2,298(2,056
Queenslansd . JIRST 4 136 89 32| 2R | M TS5 6 | 12 192 512
South Auwstralia ..[ 3 4| 107 81 6| 9| 2178 27 4| 3| 164 217
Western Auwstralial 31 3 69 104 8| 12| O8B 2wl 6| 3| 134 90
Taswania .f B 21 11 42 31 3 8Ol 701 2| 2 110/ 40
Total ... g 215 il198 5,043!4,828 128 120 [2,822(3.536! 118117 ]4,045 3,918
Increaze .. ’ v | [ 714' i ;
Decrease ... lﬂl oo BCTE ) 8‘ 3 i 1 127

The preceding tahles dealing with persons and organizations do not call for much
comment. ‘The tendency to show decrenses is fully aceounted for by defective returns.
They convey a total impression of a great body of workers well organized. But the
consecration of the workers and the spivitual power of the wurk is not expressed here.
We can only hope that it will be found in other and higher vecovds.

RELIGIOUS ORDINANCES.—TABLE VI
IPl'em!hiug (Centres. | Sahbath Services. ’Weekday Services.| Prayer Meebingy.
i 1908. 1404, 1908, moe, | 1908 1909, 1908, Hon.
New South Wales . .| 1.270 | 1,261 |27,845 (28,601 | 3,397 | 3,50t | 2,426 | 3,300
Victoria ...| 1,005 992 (40,531 |40,188 | 1,850 | 1,021 | 4,774 | 4,742
(Jueensland RHE 394 | 8,098 | 9,042 089 | 1,104 941 849
South Australia 1 143 | 3,131 | 3.235 334 252 232 193
Western Australia ... 76 62 | 2,561 | 2,461 479 227
Tasmania 67| 53| 26es | 29| as7| a2 | as| 246
Total | 2,883 | 2,007 (89,858 185,466 | 7,336 \ 6,517 ! 8791 | 9,37
" " Incroasc .. i 24 608 ! 579
Diecrease o = 819 |
RELIGIOUS ORDINANCES (Continued.)
TasLeE VIL
Average Attendances.
Moming. | Eveningz. | Afternoon e g SRt g FRRTHS
1H0S | 1909 | 1908 1909 | 1968 1 1904 lQOSi 1909E 1908: 1909 1808 1904
— e, - | ——l — i —
N. 8. Wales .. |i4,846 I4,895:'2‘.',703 21,628(18.878119,321|1,325 I,729'2,S41;2.85‘2, 718 652
Victoria . [28.459)28,647132,475 33,056(15,119113,450 2,61!;2,6341,525.[,569
Queensland .| $,693| 5,279 5.704 6,463 1,869 23861 397| 421[1,103]1,128! 278 39%
South Auatralia o] 1,734) 1,644 2,266 2,136] 463 4907 130 T1] 1470 1270 103 134
Western Austrulia .. [ 1,143] 1,184 2,496 2331 78 148 202 192 . |
‘Fasmania ... | LA0T| Lun0d 2083 1,343] 401 221 174 255; 1-"31 LI, 22
= v ———f e — ——
Tuital . 152.382(52.720 65,729 66,977 36, ~08136,01 6] 1,86 | 2,305]7, 1597 ,086,2,796' 2,769
Increase ... 347 I.“.'-lal l 534l o |
Decrease ». 79'." 73l 27
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The returns under the heading * Religious Ordinances” are, perhaps, suggestive
of & pessimistic note. Fov instance, our sitting accommlation is 186,362 ; our morn-
ing congregations do not occupy one-third of it. and onr e\'ening?f congregations ouly a
little more than one-third. But in actual practice all our church doors are not open at
the same hour ; some are only open in the morning, some in the evening, while it is near
the truth to say that the 36,016 atiending in the afternoon have no service in the movuing
or evening. If weadd the three attendances togesher, we have an aggregate of 155,722,
or 30,640 shart of the seating capacity. So that, allowing for those churches which are
only used once in several Sundays, we might say that our aggregate atiendance just
abuout fills our churches onece & day. It is hardly, as sometimes alleged, the seat rent
question which deters people from attendance— for only 28,740 seats are stated to bhe
either let or allucated without rent. In other words, 157,622 sittings, ov over 84 per
cent. of the total, are ahsolutely free.

The real significance of the returns of Baptisms and Fuuerals is probably best esti-
wated by stating how they work out at per IOV of the Presbyterian population.
Westorn Australia makes no return of Funerals, and Tasmania's retarn is too deficient
for use. The same deficiency is to be noted in Tasmania’s vetivn of Buptisms, notwith-
standing which the rvate is by no means the lowest.

NS.W. Vie. Q. S.A, W.A, Tas.
Baptisms per 1000 of Pres. Population 17'7 126 146 6 87 123
Funerals per 1000 4 T a8 63 - -

MARRIAGES. —Tanruy V11

T%&l i Presbyterian Percentage of Pres-
sm{e. ’ Govt. Church | byterian Marriages,
Returns. | Schedunle.| 1908, 1909,
New South Wales. . . l 13,348 },691 1,394 131 1296
Vietoria, ... Sl et | van | 1307 | 1624 | 1665
iPueenaland i o . a42 138
i8.A. . 3,275 145 )] 459
5 Awstendlia 1S A{Vic.} . ' 273 1 4432
Woeatern Austraha | 1,998 171 879 835
Tasmania | i,432 54 | 1145
CHURCH MEMBERSHIP, &e —TaeLy LX.
e g‘t?;f’.i'i - ' Househoids. Persons. Commuricants. c(E{ll:‘xat(e:-d
Population  LONS. [ IWY. 1508, 1969, | 1908, | 196y for,
N. % Wales .| 16,062 | 20,778 | 20160 | 81,670 83,300 | 17586 | 18,533 | 77,761
Victoria L 209,800 |‘ 32,604 | 32,289 | 121,146 | 119,072 | 28,318 | 29,079 | 89,928
Queensland | BTB66 L 6,040 | 6,280 | 20,267 | 2238} 6,484 65,730 | 43,285
South Austtalia 21,052 1,840 2,150 65,92 ¢ 8,162 1,5 1,988 | 12,891
Western Australia 22,105 ¢ St - — — 1,371 )41 —
Tasmania . 12,430 © 1,593 1,374 0,183 4, 16 1,777 ! 1,280 8,329
493,275 ' 62,864 | 63,253 | 235,181 | 237,077 | 57,441 i 89,021 | 234,193
Increase . [’ 3R ’ 1,896 1,380

The ratio of Communicants to the total Presbyterian population and to the persons enun-
merated in the Church Returns is as follows —

| ) . N.5.W. Vie. Qid. BA. W. AL Tas.
Ratio to Preshyterian population 1R 138 SR 94 63 10
Ratio to persons enumerated by Chureh 222 244 30, 243 — 307
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Tamre IX. (Continued.)

Admissions.
First ti_me. Certificate. Renewals, Totals,
1908. H09 .| 1908 | 1909, | 1908, 1 190%. | 1908. | 1909.
New South Wales .{ 1,012 | 1,625 | 610 | 531 [ 08| 219 | 1,830 | 2,375
Vistoria .. v | 30 | 09 | 150 | 24| 249 | 20517 | %693
Queensiand U - 399 223 274 49 94 556 767
South Australin N6 110 74 81 28 24 188 223
Western Australia ., 103 43 90 63 — - 193 156
Tasmania .. 108 50 45 25 31 9 184 84
Towl ... | 2767 | 007 | 251t 2001 | 530 | 600 | 5468 | 7,203
Increase - . 1,444 340 50 t,830
Removals.
Certificate. Death, Otherwise Totals.
1908, | 1969, | 1908, | 1909, | 1908. | 1909, ' 1908. | 196%.
New South Wales .. 527 | a4 106 153 608 483 1,331 | 1,160
Vietoria . - W2 | 1,244 353 380 377 440 1,672 | 2,064
Queensland L 178 24 64 42 H3 149 336 435
South Australia 36 B 26 40 10 40 72 130
Western Auatralia ... —_ — - = - (80)
Tagmania, ., 43 & 30 16 26 21 101 89
Tutal ‘. 1,729 | 2,084 66Y 651t 1,114 ] 1,133 | 3,512 | 3,858
T o t T
Increase 365 ol | ‘ t9 ! L 363
Decrease . 3 18 ‘ !

The returns relatiug to Charch membership are amouy the most interesting in this
vepurt, pat only becanse (hey most ncarly express the real fruits of the Church’s
Iabour, hut becavse of the Chapman-Alexander Mission which wag held in the Kastern
Ntates during the year. Unfortunately, the figuresappear to be somewhat contra-
dietory, and it is difficult to arrive at the real trath. The admissions total
7,288 and the removals 3,878, which indicates a net gain of 3,420, Bag, a
comparisonf of the total number of commumicants with that of the previous
year only shows a gain of 1,380. This total gain compared with 2,432 in
the previous report (2 years} indicates practically no advance. but we believe
the returns of admissions and removals more accurately express the trnth.  For
instanco, the admissions for 1906 total 5,890 ; for 1908, 5,468 {retrogression); and for
i909, 7,298 --a gain of 1330. In so far, therefure, as the results of the Chapman.
Alexunder Mission are reflected in our Church membership, this gain of 1,830 might
be taken as an expression of it. It is to be noted that we account for only 237,07
persons out of a total-—excluding Western Australia-—of 471 270, a trifle more than
half, It really seems that our returns must be very defective under these headings.
But, while the case can hardly be so bad as we muke it appear, there remains much
food for reflection—and mach ground for action.
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AGE DIVISIONS
TanLe X.

Presbyterians.
Over 16. | Under 16.
I [T 1909 1908. | 1909,
New South Wales 32,395 32,558 28,428 29,605
Victoria e . - 32,882 35,007 30,663 | 33,870
Queensland .. 3,320 4,089 3,678 3,562
South Australia
Western Australia ... 2,147 3,043
Tasmania ... 1,351 1,203 L1106 1,172
[ 72,005 75,850 63.775 67,609
Incl‘ea_sa_ B f 3.785 3,834
WELFARE OF YOUTH.
Tasre XL
Average Voluimey in Attending
Schools. Teachers. Seholars, Attendance. Library. Bibie Clasges.

!908.{1909‘ E008. | 1869, 1908, | 1909. [ 1808, ¢! 1909. | 1908. | 1409. | 1908. | 190Y.
N. S. Wales =1 3331 336

2,151 | 2,150 21,5300 | 20,487 | 14,206 | 14,103 | 29,895 | 31,874 | 1.787 | 1,47«
Victoria .| 539 &30 14133 13,954 38,255 | 36.896 | 26,438 | 26,183 | 71,972 | 1,571 | 3.675 | 4,116
Queensland | 1631 188 | 1634 [ 1,067 9,917 [ 16,159 | 7,040 | 7,289 10,864 | 10,526 | 372 | 487
South Australia ...| 38 41 2081 267 2,213 2,251 [ 1,570 | 1,570 4,737 5,736 220| 212
Western Australia| 32 38 194 248 1,082 2,176 ( 1,540 1,904

= i 206 114

Tasmania .| 33 02 i85 110 1,650 | 1.370( 081 922 | 2.200. 1,550 228 123

1,048 { 1,125 1 7,97% 1 7826 75,557 | 73.339 | 51,975 | 31,971 ]_.|9.633 111,257 6,488 | 8,530

Increase | ... R T EE— [g— g ol T €2
Decrease | 23 50 . ol D221 B8 | AV aln T8V s |

FINANCIAL. —TapLe XIL

Revenue for Congrerational Parposes,

Ordinary, Special. Stipends. Home Mission.

100, 1809, 1808. | 1809, 190K, l 1919, 1908. | 1909,

- £ £ £ £ £ { £ £ £

New South Wales| 53,305 | 54,784 | 18,551 | 16,348 | 46.264 46,904 868 | 1,045

Victoria ... .| 84569 | 87,066 | 16.313 | 14,977 | 63,142 | 63,461 2,088 2,204

Queenslaud .| 15,501 | 16,665 | 4,450 | 7,106 | 9,370 | 13,643 254 379

South Australia .| 35,365 H,736 972 832 4,854 ‘| 4,518 248 198

Wesiern Australia| 6,690 6,309 1,654 | 4,23 4,467 205
Tasmania .| 3955 3000 Gl 355 | 3,442 | 2,082 315 |

169,185 [ 173,310 1 4(800) I 41.270 131,307 | 135,975 3.753 4,121

locrease | .. | 432, .. | 370} .. [ 4668 - 368
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FINANCLAL—TawvLy XII (consinued),

Foreign Migsions. | .8, Revenue. Charitable.

Total Congreyational
! Hevenue.
1908. | 1909. ‘ 1808, | 1909, 1998, 1909, 190x. 1909.
= £ | g € 3 1 £
N.8.W.. . | 1,279 1.476 1,219 1 1,37 BI7 747 76,640 | 76,541 -
Victoria . .| 2,668 5,614 7,285 7,190 2,437 [118,996 | 125,599
Queensland - 147 256 1,493 1,700 )22 121 22 829 | 27,146
South Aust.ra.}.ia.,..’ 433 358 312 845 28 82 7,433 7.620
Western Aunstralia! 23 414 1 495 145 115 7.995 8,914
Tasmania o7 265 13 343 253 208 i) 3,906 4,210
Cam | n,Tar |irese (11,859 | 170 1850 | 239,609 250,060

Increase ... | o bl Z 98D | AN .. | 2,380 | .. | 10,361

CAPITAT. FUNDS aND CREDIT BALANCES.

190B. 1809. Increase,
New South Wales .. £119,454 £142,141 £22,687
Vietoria .. 361,675 382,800 21,125
Queensland ... ... 11,795 12,049 254
South Australia,.. 20,548 21,051 503
Western Aunstralin 28 - JR—
Tasmania ey . 7,964 7,959 . ———

The prosperity of the Commonwealth is vleasingly reflected in the finances, which
show gratifying advance in every department.

On the whole, allowing for all defects in the returns and the natnral ebbawl flow of a
Church's arganized work, the review of onr statistics indicates solid advance, and enables
us to realize that our Church has still a great work to do for its Lord and Head, We
give Him the glory for His good hand upon us in the past.

For the Committee, C. A, WHITE Joint,
HUME ROBERTSON { Conveners.

15

REPORT OFF YEAR BOOK COMMITTEE.

Your Comniittee have the henour to report that the Year Book for 1910 was duly
issued as directed and has been of greut service to our Church. The Committee
records its hearty thanks to those wha supplied the information therein contained, and
urges that where the facts recorded are inecorrect or incomplete that those whose
clear vision detects the faults will communicate with the Editor and thus secure
aceurasy.

The greater amount of information that can be circulated as to our numbers and
agencies, nur reaponsibilites and our efforta to meet them, the greater will be the
loyalty and liberalitv of our people.

The Year Book is & necessity toa yreat aud growing Church, and all our members
should be interested in making it complete and reliable.

W. M. M. ALEXANDER,
Joint-Convener,




126

16

REPORT OF FINANCE COMMITTEE, 1910.

The Committee herewith submits the audited balance-sheets and report.

As in the former year, the Committee would emphasize the importance for cauntion
in connection with the expenditure of the funds under its care : otherwise there wili
be no other course open but to again increase the assessment, This year the greater
patt of the Hymnary royalty Las been expended in connection with the special addi-
tion to the Hymnary anthorised by last Assembly. The amownt of the royalty re-
ceived was £859s. 3d.  The amount of the account in connection with the Hymmuary
is £64 8s., leaving only a balance of £21 1s. 3d., thus leaving the balance at credit
in the Hymnary Royalty account at £139 9s., thig being the whole amount available
for the payment of expenses to members attending the Assembly, and which your Cume
mittee believes will be quite inadeyuate for that purpose, and will necessitate a distri-
bution pro ruta. The travelling expenses for last Assembly amounnted to £211 11s. 3d.

In the General Assembly Expenses Fund the credit balance has heen decrveased from
£107 6s. 5d. to £74 18 3d., the main items causing this being theincreased cost in connes-
tion with the administration of the College Commiittee and the increased cost incounec:
tion with the printing of the Blue Book, which, your Cummittee regrets. this vear will
he still greater, on account of the great length of some of the reports.

The amount of the expenditure out of this Fund for the year just ended was
£258 1s. 4d. The present balance is £74 ls. 3d.; the assessment, £162 10s. ; other
revenue, £61 Ids. 1d.; total, £298 35, 4d. Ho that, if the expenditure is at same ratio
in the coming year, there will only be a very small balance over.

With regard to the Hymnary Royalty Account, the amount at credit last year was
£320 153.; the Royalty received this year, £85 9. 3d.; interest, £9 4s., making a total
of £4175 8s. 3d., out of which was paid the travelling expenses last year, £211 11s. 3d.,
leaving £203 17s., from which falls to be detlucted the cost of the alteration in the
Hymmnary, authorised last year—#£64 8s., leaving a lalance in the account of only
£139 9s., as already indicated.

Your Committee would remind the Assembly that a warning that this fund would
be insnfticient was given in last year's report, and, further, that the Committee can only
expend the money placed at ita disposal, and that the expenses can only be paid zro
rate np to the amount availahle, and that if the Assembly sits again a year hence, only
avery small proportion of the expenses can be paid nnless. in some other way, funds
ave provided for the purpose.

The Committee recommmends that the travelling expenses of members for this
Assembly be paid zpro rata, as far as the Fund will admit, in the some proportion as for
last Assembly, namely :—That Members attending the General Assembly in September,
1810, have the following percentage= of their travelling expenses (ealeulated upon the
basis of second class railway and steamer fares at the reduced rate allowed by the Rail-
way and the Steamship Companies) paid by the Church, viz. :—(a), Those paying less
than £1, nothing ; (b), those paying from £1 to £4, to receive balf ; {c). those paying
from £4 upwards, te veceive three-gquarters, provided that no one in Class () shall pay
Jess than £1 himself, and noone in Class {c) less than £2.

Having regard to the state of the Assembly’s Fund us indicated in a previous para-
graph, your Connittee recommends that instructions he given to assess the State
Assemblies for the Assembly expenses as follows, muking a total of £212 105 : —N.85. W,
£66 13s. 4d. ; Victoria, £66 13s. 4d.; Queensland, £22 4s. 5d.; South Australia,
£22 45 5. ; Tasmania, £22 4s. 6d, ; Western Australia, £12 10s.

In the Home Mission Acoount, the revenne was £17 13s. 10d., ancd the Fa,yment-s
£3 10s. 5d., leaving a credit balance of £23 17s 11d., including the amomnt of the former
eredit of £9 12s. 6d.

In connection with the amount at credit for Bnsh Work in Australia, directions
are being given tbrongh the Home Mission Report.

Iu the Assembly, held in Melbonrne in September, 1909, a collection of £14 was
received for Foreign Missions, and the balance of £12 173, 6d. wassent to the Treasurer
of the Board of Missions, afler paying an account for £1 2s. 6d.

On behalf of the Committee.

JOHN H. GOODLET, Chairman.
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REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON SPIRITUAL INDEPENDENCE.

Your Committee think it desicable to preface this Report swith a very brief state-
ment of the eircutnstances which led to their appvintment,

The Presbytery of Brisbane vesolved to recommend the General Assembly of
Queensland to dissolve the pastoral tie between the Rev. W, 8. Frackelton and the
Anp-street Congregalion. Thereupon Mr, ¥rackelton jssued a writ against the
Preshytery. When the Assembly met, it declared that, by issuing this writ, Mr,
Frackelton had Leen guilty of an act of insubordination, and had violated bis
ordination vow ; aud it therefore snspended him for six monihs, and declared the Ann-
street Congregation vacanl. Against this decision Mr. Frackelton raised a second
action in the Civil Courts. These actions were tvied before the Chief Jusiice, who de-
cided both in favoune of the plaintiff. On appeal to the Full Court of (uesnsland the
decision in the first case was reversed and the action dismissed, and an application for
special leave to appeal was refused by the High Court of Australia.

In the second case the decision was upheld by the Full Court. The Church appeaded
against this fecision to the High Court of Aunstralia, which dismissed the appeal.

The three Justices on the Bench—the Chief Justice, Mr. Justice O'Conuor, and
Mr, Justice Isaacs—concnrred in their finding, Mr. Justice Isascs reaching the same
conclusion as the other Justices by a very different road.  The views expressed in the
judgment must be regarded as indicating the views of the Civil Courts of Anstralia on
the relations of the Church to the State.

The fundamental assertion of the High Court was that the Fresbyrevian Chureh,
like any other religious body in Australia, is, in the eye of the law, a vohuitary ag-
sociation, the mmutnal relations and obligations of the members of which are regulated
by the terms of an agreement or consensual compact to which they are parcties.  Start-
ing from this point, the Court declared that Mr. Frackelton had a right to ask the
Civil Courts to review any decision of a Churcli Court ; that the Assembly cannot claim
to be the supreme interpreter of the terms of the compact ; and that the sentence of the
Assembly, based on Mr. Frackelton's action in appealing to the Civil Courts, wagillegal,
null and void. The Conrt held also that the Courts of the Chureh cannot, in dealing
with theiv members, act in any respect otherwise than in accordance with their Rules
and Forms ; and, further, that, according to these Hules. the General Assembiy of
{)ueensland possessed no original jurisdiction

The decision of the High Conrt, and the views expressed in the judgment, were
brought under the notice of the General Assembly a year agn, and the following three
motions were adopted :—

1. Regarding the Spirtual [ndependeunce of the Church :

“ That the ieneral Assembly of Australin, having had its attention directed
to a recent judgment of the High Conrt of Australia, whiln expressing satisfac.
tion that the High Court has affiveed the principle that the Civil Conrt will not
entertain any plea to restrain or interfere with the actions or procedure of a
Church Court where no actual infringement of a civil right can be pleaded, at
the same time expresses its conviction that the principles and constitution of this
Church have been misunderstood and wmisinterpreted by judges who, ininterpre-
ting the cenditions under which a ministee holds effice in this Church, have
affirmed that it is no offence against the constitution of this Church, and no
breach of his ordmatiou yow, for a minister to appeal to a Civil Court to iuter-
fere with the discipline and order of ecclesiastical policy and jurisdiction in
spiritual matters, and appoint a special committee to prepare a statement in
regard to the Church’s claim to spiritual independence and jurisdiction, and
report to next Assembly.”

2. Regarding the Nobile Officium :

“That the Assembly receive the Overture, and sustain it in so far as it
raises the (uestion of the Nobile Officinm ; assert that a Nobile Otficium Yelongs
to the Supreme Courts of the Church ; remit the Overture to the Committee on
Spiritual Independence, in order to describe the sphere of snch Nobile Officium :
to prepare an Overture fittingly asserting this right, for transmission to
Presbyteries and Rtate Assemblies, and to veport to next Assembly.”

3. Regarding Appeals to Civil Courts :

““That the Assembly receive the Overture, and sustain it in so far as it
brings the matter of Appeals from Church Courts to the Civil Courts
before the Assembly; remit to the Committee on Spiritual Independence
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to consider and to veport to next Assembly as to the manner in which the
4. Spiritual Independcnce of the Chiurch ean be most carefully guarded, and also as
to what modifiecations ought to be made in the Decd of Union or the Procedure
in regard to discipline, 8o as to strengthen and define the powers of the Chureh.”

Your Committee have done their ntmost to achieve the work committed to them.
They met in Melbourne last year, and appointed two sub-committees, one in Syduey,
the other in Melbourne ; the former being directed to do the work indieated in the first
two deliverances, and the latter to do the work indicated in the last deliverance. These
sub-committees held many meetings. When they had finished their work they sub-
mitted the result to all the merabers of the full committee and invited suggestions;
and to these suggestions they gave full consideration. Tinally, the f ull committee met
in Sydoey vu the 27th September, and adopted the following proposals :—

DECLARATORY STATEMENT ON TI¥ SPIRITUAL FREEDOM OF TEHE CHURCH.

Whereas recent decisions affecting the relations of the administration aud discip-
line of the Church to the Civil Courts have been given by the Civil Courts in the
Commonwealth of Australia ;

And whereas the Presbyterian Church of Australia is direetly interested in such
decisions :

It seems good and necessary ta the General Assembly of the Preshyterian Chuvreh
of Australia to make a Declaration on this matter, lest the Church be assumed to
| acyuiesce in any infringement of the Crown Rights of Christ within His owr: Church
as deelared in the Standards of the Church, or in any mfringement of the essential
prinl(:]iples of Presbyterianism as held by Preshyterian Churches throughout the
world.

Accordingly the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Chureh of Australia bereby
declares as follows :—

(1) That the General Assembly holds, in accordance with the Word of God and
the Westminister Counlession of Faith as accepied by this Church :

() That God bas ordained Civil Magistrates to be, under Him, over the people
for His awn glory and the public good, and the Chureh has ever been instant
in teaching the people to pray for the Sovereign of the renlm, and all who
under hitn adininister the government, to honour their persons, to obey their
lawful commands, and to be subject to their authority for conscience’ sake.

&) That the Lord Jesus has instituted Hiz Church in the world as a society of
His helieving people, to which He has promised His own presence and
Spitit to guide and rule the Church to the glory of His holy name and the
asvaucement, of His kingdom upen earth; and this Church of the Tovd
Jesus is distinct from the kingdoms of this world, both in its origin and its
nature, and not subject to them in spiritnal affairs.

f¢) That the Lord Jesus, as King and Head of His Church, has therein ap-
pointed a government and jurisdiction, in the hands of Chwreh Officers,
distinel from the Civil Magistrate, With this distinet jurisdiction, whiclk is
directly from Clirist, the only King and Head of His Church, the Civil
Magistrate has no lawful right to interfere or to assume to himself any
authoritative control over the same. This jurisdietion comprehends the
determining, iuterpreting, changing, adding to, modifying its constitution
and laws, its subordimate standards and Church formulas ; the preaching of
the Word; the administration of the Sacraments; the exercise of -
ecclesiastical discipline, including the admission and exelusion of members,
and the ordination, induetion, and suspension, or deposition of office-bearers ;
and generally all matters touching the doctrine, worship, discipline, and
government of the Church.

fd) That in ail matters coming within the jurisdiction of the Church, as defined
above, office-bearers and members of the Church are bound to abide by the
decision of the Church Courts, and recourse to Civil Courts against any
decision of the Church in these matters, or against the exeeution thereof,
is excluded.

{2) That Christ, liaving established His Church and appointed a distinet govern-
ment and jurisdiction thervein, the maintenance of the spintnal freedom of the Church

spreially concerns His honoar and dignity, as the Church's only Head and Ruler.
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{3) That, while the Church claims to Le in the spiritval sphere under no authority
other than that of Christ, whose mind and will itis bound earnestly to seek to know
and obedientiy o follow, it makes no claim to infallibility of interprelation as to the
mind and will of Christ in any particular case, any more than the Civil Magistrate
elaims to be infallible in his own sphere ; yet such abseuce of infallibility in either case
dues not warrant the intrusion of the Church into the spheve of the Civil Magistrate
ob of the Civil Magistrate into the sphere of the Church,

DECLARATIONS REGARDING TUE NOBILE QFFICIEM,

Whereas the Presbytevian Church of Australia, in accordance with the Word of
G:od and the Westminster Counfession of Faith, as accepted hy this Church, recoghises
“‘no other Head of the Uburch but the Lord Jesus Christ”; and whereas, by the
Articlez of Agreement contained in the Deed of Union of the Presbytevian Church of
Australia, it is, amony other things, provided that the General Assembly of the said
Church shall have functions—legislative, administrative,and judicial—supreme with
regard to the doctrine, wouship and discipline of the Chuich; and whereas questions
have arisen as tu the natwue and extent of such functions and as to their exercie :

NOW, THEREFORE, 1T I8 HEREBY DECLARED,

{1} That the General Assembly of the Preshyterian Church of Australia, as the
supreme legislative, administrative, and judicial Court of the Church in thyse matters
whieh have been or may herveafter be aszigned to ity jurisdiction, claims and possesses
the extraordinary (equitabls) jurisdiztion inherent in every supreme governing
authority, commonly known as the Nobile Ofiicium.

{22) That, while the limits of this inherent right caupot be drawn Dbeforehand, as
fram its nature it must be exercised at the diclates of conscience, illuminated by the
influence and the Spirit of the Head of the Church, its exercise would be mainly in the
direction of validating or correcting errors of procedure in the lower Conrts of the
Church ; dealing with and dispusing of any matter not specitically provided for in the
laws or rules tmade by ihe Cliurch ; providiug remedies for wrongs to individual
members of the Church for the remedying of which there is no provision ; restraining
the application of any rule or law which would press with undue sevevity upon any
member of the Churclis and redressing any wrong to the Charch for which no
statutory or other provision had been made,

3. That this inherent power shall be exercised by the General Assembly alone, in
those matters which belong to its jurisdiction ; but in any case in which tlie Judicial
Commission cousiders that a matter before it calls for the exercize of this power, the
Judicial Commission shall refer the case to the General Assembly, under whose express
authority enly this inherent power can be exercised by the Judicial Commission,

4. That nothing in the foregoing shall interfers with State Assemblies in the exer-
cige of the Nobile Officium in matters in which they are supreme.

RCLES Tib GIVE EFFECT TO THE DECLARATORY STATEMENT ON THE 3PIRITUAL
FREEDPOM OF THE CHURCH.

I, That the fellowing Rules and all nther Rules and any forms heretofore ur here-
after to be made ov prescribed by the General Assembly shall regulate and guide the
several Courts and Judicatories, Congregations, Members and Office-bearcrs of the
Church, in their respective proceedings; but such Rules and forms are not to be
regarded as laws which can in no instance be added to or deviated from, but as indi-
cations of wihiat is cousidered by the Church to be the ordinary method of procedure in
the eases and under the circamstances Lo which the Rules amf forms refer, and are not
to be held aslimiting ov prejudicing the Nobile Offiviamn of the General Assembly, or
of any State Assembly, in dealing with any matter in whicl it is the supreme authority
of the Church,

2, That every oftice-bearer, member, and adherent of the Church is subject to the
Chuveh in the exereise of its functions relating to doetrine, woiship and discipline, and
shall be decmed to haveagreed to submit Lo every decision of the Court of the Church
which has praper cognisance of the matter in question—whether sucii decigion shall
involve any question as to the meaning or effect of the Constitution, or of any Rules
or Regnlations of the Chureh, oras to the jurisidiction of the said Court to deal with the
matter in question or otnerwise, and every such decizgion shall be valid and tinal, unless
upon an appeal to a Higher Court of the Church it shall be reversed or varied by such
Higher Court.

3. That any office-beaver. member, or udherent of the Charch who shall bring any
action or snit against any Crurt of the Church, or any member of any such Court,
to compel any act to be done o in rvespect of, or to set aside or rostrain, ur have
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declared null and void, any act done or proposed to be dune or decision come to by such
Court, in the exercise of its funetions relating to doctrine, worship, or diseipline, shall
be guilty of contumacy, and if he shall be a Minister or Eldershall also be guilty of a
breach of his ordination vow.

4. Thatan act of contumacy may be dealt with summarily by the Court againgt
the authority of which the offeuce has boen committod. and punished at the discretion
of the Court.

A, That nothing m1 these Rules shall apply to any action brought to determine the
civil effects of the decisions and sentences of the Church,

6. Ihat any person who is or shall be entitled to hold or uccupy any property, or
to receive any emolwment, by virtue of a spiritual office or position in the Chureh, shall,
on censing to hold, or on being removed from, such oftiee or position by any Court
of the Church, cease to be entitled to lolil or occupy such property or receive such
emolament.

7. That the General Assewbly, and every State Assembly, Las original jurisclic-
Lion in every matter wnd case of dincipline, and way either vemit the matter or case to
an inferior Comrt, ar deal with and dispuse of it by the dircet exereise of its own
anthority, subject to the provisivns of Rule 34 of the Procedure in vegard to Discipline,

8. That nothing in these Rulex, or in the Rules as to Procedure in regard to Diseip-
Liue, shall be deemed to take away the right of any State Assembly in the exercise of
its administrative functions, and, aceording to its own Rales, tu dissvlve the pastoral
tie between the Minister and Lis congregation.

The Committee further suguest that the General Assembly should call the attention
of State Agscmblies to the necessity of adoptiug a declaration regarding the Nohife
Oficiion and Rules in the sphere in which they are supreme, and similar to those
adopted by this Court.

En the eourse of its work, the Committee found that several additions might with
advantage be made to the Rules of Discipline and Standing Orders; and they recom-
meud the Assembly to divect the Cude Committee to receive the suggestions of this
Committee and repurt,

Finally, the State Assembly of Vietoria requested your Committee to consider
the relation of the Courts of the Cliurch to the Civil Courts with respect to privilege.
This involved wide inquiry in other lands, and your Committee have not completed
this inguiry. If they are re-appoiuted, they hope to be able at next meeting of the
Assembly to state the position i this country as compared with that in other English-
speaking countrios, and to snggest any aciion that may seem necessarvy.

*

P. J. MURDOCH, Convener.

STATEMENT RE NOBILE GFFICIUM IN SCOTLAND,

"o justify the Committec’s detinition of the scope and objects of the inherent right
tu repress wrongs which the ordinary course of law would bring about, or for which
there is no legal remedy, the following statement is offered :—

[n Sir Henry Moncriefi’s ' Practice of the Free Church of Seotland ™ (pt. V., ser.7,
pp. 123} the Nohile Officium is dealt with, and it is declared to be a power resident in
the General Assembly as the final court of appeal, by which, ‘‘ when g case i3 fairly
betore it it may take such action regarding it as may appear most for the interests of

«truth and the cause of justice provided it do not exceed the powers vested in it by the
ecclesiastical constitution,”  But after giving several instances of what the Assembly
niay do by virtue of this power, the rule goes on to say that, *notwithstanding the
general principle which would justify such interference by the Assembly in extra-
ordinary emergeneies, it is held that without an extraordinay ewmergency it requires
speelal legislation to warrant any disturbance of the ordinary course of discipline,
even by the authority of the Assembly.”

So stated the definition of this power seems to be too vague for the purpose of a
statement such as we need in our present cireumstances, On turming to Dr, Mair's
¢ Digest of Chureh Laws ™ we find a more definite statement at pp. 45, There he says;
*There is a species of authority or power admitted to Lelong to the General Assembly
whirh is called the Neobite Officium.  The sanieis true of the Cowrt of Session in which
it has been more fully interpreted by practice and to which it seems to have decended
from the King's Council into whose place that court came. In the General Assebly
it is without definition or roles of action. But it is in short the pawer which would
seem naturally and necessarily to belong to u supreme court to determine and order
such things as are necessary to be done in a pending case, and for which there is no
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legal provision, It cannot overrule law, but only supply the want of it when necessary;
and it belongs only to the Supreme Court.” This still geems to leave u fuller under-
standing a desideratun, and we are referred to the Conrt of Session in Seotland, ax
exercising in its civil sphere the power the Church clainis in spiritnal affairs. It seems
necessary to set forth the origin and history of the Neobite Qfficium of the Court of
Session, the Supreme Courg in Scotland,

There, as elsewhere. the King was the source of all justice, and the King in Conneil
hadt laid upon it the duty of finding a remedy for every wrong whether done to the
State or to individuals, Tt could give decisions where there were no statutes and make
rules where there were no rules. In England this power was in the course of time
devolved upon vavious courts, e.g. Parliament, the Court of Chancery, ete. In Scot-
land it was transferved Lo the Court of Sesston from the time of its institution in 1532,
exeept in the case uf impeachment and atcainder which weve kept in the hands of
Parhament, which, though in other matters a final court of appeal only, was in these
matters a cowrt of first instance. .

The following extract from the article ** Kquity ” in Green's ** Encyclopedia of
Seots Law ™ gives a clear exposition of what the Nobile Gficium of the Court of Session
was. Stair, after referring to the Eunglishi Court of Chancery as a district court of
equity, explicitly states :—** Other nations do not divide the jurisdiction of these
courts but supply the cases of equity and conscience by the nobile office of the Supreme
ordinavy courts as we do.” This nobile office, commonly called Nohile Officium, in civil
cases hooame regarded as peeuliar to the Court of Seasion and not possessed by Sherifior
other inferior courts.  He likeuns it to the power of the Prretor, and gives examples of
s use.

In the same article the equity introduced by the Prietor is descrihed thus ({ireen,
vol. V., pp. 71):—*The wode in which the edict of the Prator introdueed eqnity
deserves notice. It was almost entirely through procedure rules, published at the
comnmencement of his year of office in the album on the wallsof his court in the Forum,
which vecognised the validity on the ground of equity or of convenience, of new forms
of actions, new remedies, new defences, and new forms of judgment and execution ”
{p. 73). '* He, the Practor. was also {and herein he differed from the English Chancellor)
an officiul who had a distinet function to declare the law a priori by his edict, and was
thus able to introduce equity more divectly than the later Chancellors, who modified
the law omly Uy their decisions™ (p. 71). ¢ The famots definition of the Jus Honora.
vium or Prectorian law by Papinian, clearly indicates that (he Prastors, in their ediets,
didl not appeal directly to the law of nature or the Jlaw of nations, or as the jurists
frequently did, but to public convenience av utility—Jus Prwtorianum et quod
Prectores vadroduxerunt, adjwrandi rel supplendi vel covviendi Jurix Civilis yeatiea,
propiey niilitatem  publicen. . . ." The question of the relation between Jus
Naturale, Sus Gentinm, and Jus Prectorinm is one of the most ronverted in the history
of Roman Law, and hece only what appears the most probable solution is stated
without entering into proof.  All three maodified or developed the older, stricter, and
more literal Jux C¥vile by principle of reason or equity,  But the Jus Centiion and the
Jus Natwrale weve theories applealed to and used by the Jurists in their responses,
and Lhe text writers in their treatises, while the Jus Prwtorimn waz introduced
by the experience gained in the exeention of the Prator's judicial office. The Jua
fientivmr corvesponded to what we now call comparative jurispradence, which,
by the comparison of the law of ditferent nations, arrives at what is essential
as distinet from the local or temporary elements in legal institutions : but it originated
in Rome from a number of persons, foreigners, or not full citizens, whose rights,
insei se, or in relation to Romans, had to be adjudicated. Comparative jurispruadence
is also more theotetical. The Jus Nw/urale answeved 1o what is now commouly called
jurisprudencs or the philosophy of law, amd was admittedly drawn by the Roman
Jurists mainly, though not exclusively, from the philosophy of the Stuics. The
Jux Prviorinm vesembled the modificarion of thelaw introdured by English Chancellors,
who, at first, chiefly by new writs or forms of procedure, and afterwards by new rules
enunciated in the decisions of particular cases, remedied what was felt in practice to
be the grave inconvenience aud sometimes the serious injustice of the rigid application
of the forms ot rules of the Common Law.” Erskine's detinition of tlie Nobile Officiam
corrohorates Stait’s, and is as follows (See Krskine's Iustitutes of the Law of Seotland,
Book L, title 3, see. 22):—** The Session is a court of equity as well as of law ; and as
such may aud ought to proceed by rales of conscience in abaling the rigour of the law
and in giving aid in the actions brought belote them to those who can have no remedy
i a conrt of law.  This power, which is called the Nobile Officium of the judges, ix
inherent in the snpreme judicature of every State, unless where separate courts are
estahlished for luw and equity, as in England, where the Court of Chancery may be

e smiania-
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applied 1o for correcting or softening the strict proceedings of their courts of law. It
arises from the Nobile Officium in the Counrt of Session, that whereas inferior judges
never exercise their office but at the suit of the litigants, the judges of the Court of
Sesston may, in their enquiries into facts, direct things to be done, or steps to be taken
which neither are nor can be demanded as a point of right Thus they frequently
ordain, ex offivio, 2 party to be examinerd, though his advisory, who declines referring
the matter at issue to his oath, has no title to insist for such examination (23). The
Court of Session, beside their judicative power, have also minisierial powevs. They
have morc than once fixed the price of victuals within the City of Edinburgh ; and
when the greatest part of the brewers there had, in 1723 entered into a concert to
give up their trade under the pretence that thev could not continue it with any profit
ot account of the impositions ¢hargeable upon malt and ale, the coave, at the snit of
the King's Advocate, committed them to prison, where they lay till they became bound
te carry on their wade as formerly. They are also in use to appoint persons by special
commission to act as officers of the law in compleling of fendal rights where property
may be in danger, by the death of supervening incapacity of the stated officers.  Thus,
when the City of Edinhurgh was, after Michaelmas, 1745, without a magistracy. and
80 had no bailies to receive resignation and give secizin in burgage-tenementz, they
appoiuted certain persons bailies for that special purpase till a new magistracy shonld
be established in the due course of law, And on the death of any skerifi-depuie they
appoint an interim deputy, who acte under their authority not only as an otficer of the
law but as a judge. These and the like extraovdinary powers were peculiar to the
Privy Council of Seotland while that court subsisted, and if they were not now
transferred to the Court of Nession there would be a defeet in that part of our
constitution, and many wrongs would be without a remedy. For which reason the
author of Historical Law Tracts reasonably conjectures that it wilt soon be considered
aa part of the provinee of the Court of Session to redress all wrongs for whirh a peculiar
remedy is not atherwise provided.” After quoting Lord Kames as quoted by Krskine,
Sheriff Mackay in Green continues:—*“It has yet to be sesn whether the adminis-
tration in England of both law and equity in one Court, and by the same judges, may
not check equity. It has been sometimes thought that it has done so in Seotland.  If
it did so to a material extent, and left to legislation alone the task of correcting the
errors of law, the result woeld be serious, for every lawyer knows how imperfect an
instrument parliamentary legislation is.”

Again at p. 83, Sheriff Mackay, under the heading of the present position of equity
in Scotland, says: ** The present position of equity in the Neottish Courts may he thus
stated : The Court of Session, as the Supreme Civil Court, is still deemed in all
branches of its jurisdiction, as it was at ita commencement. u Court both of eguity and
law. It is quite competent to a judge, said its late President, to address to the jury
principles of equity as well as rales of law.” . . . “The Nobile Officium, or extra-
ordinary jurisdiction of the Court of Session, has been recognised, as we have seen, since
ita foundation {Star IV, 3.1). althongh the extent to which it will be exercised has
differed. The tendency in recent times has boen, perhaps, to restriet in general to cases
where there is a direct or analogous precedent, or manifeat necessity for the intervention
of the Courr. This is in fact an equitable jurisdiction: and it will be found that mnst
cases which fall nnder it have been in England held to belong to the Court of Chancery.
It is oxpressly dedneed by Stair from the Roman law and the office of Praetor (Stair
I¥. 3.1.); and he remarks that every Sovereign Court munst have the pnwer unless
there be distinet Conrts of LZquity as 1 England.”

From all this it is clear that the ¥Noebile Officium of the Conrt of Seasion was at one
time much wider than it is now. At fiest that Coart took the place of the King in
Council as the source of all remedies for wrongs, either wrought by the rigour of the
law, or not provided in the Statutes or otherwise. Further, the Parliament had the
power of dealing in a quiet special nianner with wrongs done or threatened to the State.

Now, it is deemed rn extruordinary equitable jurisdietion of the Court, inherent
in it as a Supreme Court, but limited greatly by precedent.

Now in the case of the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Churceh, the Nobife
Officinm finds its best analogy in the position of the Court of Session, when it claimeil
the jurisdiction of the Privy Couneil to rvight all wrongs not righted by law, and to
mitigate the wrongs bronght about by tno rigil adherence to the letter of law.
Further such rights as Parliament retaing in case of wrongs done to the State must be
held to belong to the Generai Assembly also. Because the Assembly is the supreme
legislative, judicial and administrative body in the Churel, and no devolation of its
powers has taken plare as in the State all the powers of remedying wrongs in the civil
domain which belonged to the King in Council belong to the (General Asseinbly in the
ecclesiastical domain and are to he understand as claimed in the Nobile Oficiun,
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REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON CAPITAT, FUND FOR ASSEMBLY
EXPENSES.

The Committee was unable Lo meet hefore the meeting of this Assembly, They
have now decided to isane u Cirenlar to as many of our people thronghout Australia
as we can reach, asking for donations, large or small.  Mr. Willium Wood has kindly
agreed to issue thia Circular from the N.8.W. Church Offices, and we will ask in the
Circular that all donations be remitted to Mr. Wood. As there are now no funds
remaining towards meeting the travelling expenses of delegates, it is earnestly hoped
that all our Ministers and Elders will take areal and practieal interest in this move-
ment, and that they will make elear to our puiple the urgent importance of seeuring
the sum aimed at.

On behalf of the Committee,
JOHN WALKER, Convener,

1[8
RETURNS TO REMITS.

(1) REMIT axExT ArTicLE JII.
{Blue Book 1909, Minnte 54.)

Approve: Presbyrerics of Hastings, Ilawarva, Mouaro, Mucrumbidgee. North
Sydney, Sydney, Wagga Wagga, Young, Brisbane, Rockhampton, Belalie, Hobari,
Ballarat, Beechworth, {ieclong, Gippsiand, Goulburn Valley, Macedon, Melbourne
North, Mortlake, Wimmera, Fremantle, Goldfields, Townsville,

Disapprove: Preabyteries of New England, Adelaide, Launeccston, Melbourne
South, Perth.

Approve: State Assemblies of New South Walez, Western Australia.
Disapprove : State Assemblies of Queensland, South Aunstralia, Tasmania, Victoria.

NOTES FROM RETURNS.

The Presbytery of Belalie would add the words “or portions thereof ' hetiween
“charges” and “ after™ in line 7.

The AssemMy of Tusmaniu disapproves because the remit does not make it clear
that the said Assembly can appoint u Minister and an Eider as representatives,

{2) Reatr avestr TraNiye of Home Misston AGENTS,
{Blue Book 1808, Minute 57.)
Proposal 1.

Apfrove . Presbyteries of Clarcuce, Hastings, Illawarva, Murrumbidgee, New
England, North Sydney, Sydney, Young, Brisbane, Toowoomba, Adelaide, Belalie,
Onkaparinga, Hobart, Launceston, Midlands, Ballarat, Beechworth, Bendigo, Geclong,
Gippsland, Goulbwrn Valley, Macedon, Maryborough {Vie.), Melbourne North, Mel-
hourne Sonth, Mortlake, Penola, Wimmera, Fremautle, Goldficlds, Perth, Townsville,
Hawkesbury, Monaro, Hunter, Bathurst, Wagga Wagga.

Approve : State Assemblies of New South Wales, Queensland, South Aunstralia,
‘Tasmania, Vietoria, Western Australia,

Proposal 2.

Approve : Presbyteries of Clarence, Hastings, lilawarra, New Eugland, North
Sydney, Sydne{. Young, Brisbaue, Toowoomba, Adelaide, Belalie, Oukaparings, Laun-
veston, Midlands, Macedon, Melbourne South, Penola, Wimimera, Fremantle, Goldfelds,
Perth, Townaville, Hawkesbury, Hunter, Wagga Wagga.

Disupprovz : Preshytevies of Maree, Murrambidges, Rocklhampton, Hobart, Balla-
rat, Beechwaorth, Bendigo, Geeloug, Gippsland, Gonlburn Valley, Maryborough (Vie.),
Melbourne North, Mortlake, Monaro, Bathurst.
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Approee : State Assemblies of New South Wales, Queensland, South Australia,
Tagmanin, Western Anstralia.

Diznpprore . State Assembly of Vietoria.
NOTES FROM RETURNS,
Y The Presbytery of Mavyborough {(Vic ) expresses its strong disapproval of being

cireularized by the Senatus of the Theologieal Halls, as it eonsiders Preshyteries are
quite competent to deal with such matters without external adviee.™

(3) RECOMMENDATIONS ANENT TRAINING [NQTITUTES FOR HOME MISSIoN AOENTS.
{Blue Beok 1909, Minute 85.)

The New South Weles Assembly approved of the general principle stated in these
resolutions, and remitted the whole question to the Home Mission Contmittee for con-
sideratiou, with instructions to veport to next Assembly,

The Queensland Assembly resolved to approve generally of the establishing of
Training lnstitutes for Home Missionaries, but to express no opinion on the details.

The Sowh Anstralinn Assembly approved of Claunses 1 and 2: approved of Clause
3 with the omission of the wards “ he residential and " : approved of Clause 4 with the
omission of the words ‘‘the charge . . . weckly,” and ‘' special provision !
{to the end).

The Tavmanian Assembly vesvlved to attiem the principle, if it ean be shown Lo be
financially possible.

The Fictorinn Assembly vefevvod the rerommendations to the Home Mission Com-
mittee in consultatyon with the Theological Hall Committee, with instractinons to report
tn next Assemhly.

14} REQUEST ANENT RESTOENCES FOR ASRISTANTS iN NORTH (QUERNALAND,
{Blue Book 1909, Minute 16.)

The New Sourh Weles Assemldy vesolved as follows :—¢* Receive the resolutions of
the (General Assembly of Australin {Blue Rook 1929, Minute 16}; but. while anxions to
meet the vequest of the Board of Missions re providing hoose aceammodatien for
assistant at Auruakun. in view of the large orther special demands made upon it, this
Assembly cannot scc its way at present to pledge itself to dn so, but is ready to do
what it can meantime to raise for this purpose as much money az possible.” [The
louse s now being erected ; see Board of Missions Repovt unider the heading of
Avrikun].

The €Queensdand A-sembly veports ns follows :—* Attention was called to Minute
16, Section 6, General Assewmbly of Australia, anent building residences for the
Missionary Assistauts at the Aboriginal Mission Stations in North Queensland.  Re-
solved that the request be remitted to the Heathen Missions Commitiee to consider and
report to the next Assembly ; aud that in the weantime the Commiltee be instructed
to approach the iovernment with the view of obtaining a residence for the teacher at
$Weipa, ami that, in the eveul of the Government refusing to do o, the Committee report
to ihe Assemibly on the possihility of the vesidence heing provided by this Chureh.”

V.
COMMUNICATIONS.

{1.}) AYEST ArORIGINES Missiox, Warcor (NnET, W. A,

Au Perth and within St. Andrew’s Church on Thursday, 18th day of August, 1910,
u pro ve nata meeting of the State Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in Western
Anstralin was held.

Dnder alic + [t was mover], soconded and approved : That the Assembly. with the
view of obtaining the sympathy and support of the General Assembly of the Preshy-
terian Chiurch of Awstralia, agree 10 bring the present condition anrl prospects of the
Aborigines Mission at Waleot Inlet, before 1t by memorial.
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MEMORIAL,

The (xeneral Assembly of the Preshyterian Church in Western Australia, tinding
themselves in difficuity with regard to the projected Missiou to the Aborigines in the
North West, beg to submit the following statement to the General Assembly of
Australia, with the prayer that it may receive cavefnl and sympathetic consideration.

The two Missionaties, Dr. J. 5. Yule and Me. W. I & Rankin, have visited the
proposed site of the Mission, and prononnced it to be in every way suitable. The
Ivestigation has been carried out at considerable ontlay, and, as it s been found that
the purchase and the maning of a bout are desivable if not indispensible for the safety
of the Missionaries and for supplying them with stores and other necessavies, the
expenditure involved in founding and maintaining the Missiou is mach greater than onr
Church is able to undertake. We are prepared to provide for The stiut of the Mission
£35Y, with an equipment, the money value of which may be ronghly estimated at £100 ;
and £150 yearly for its maiutenance ; but we estimate that a much larger sum will be
requived, probably not less than £1,000 for beginning the Mission, with an outlay,
diminishing yeacly, of £600 for the secoud year.

Our Clinrch is deeply interested in the Mission, wnd inay be relied on to do her
uLmost to see it carvied to a successful issne.  Amd we appeal to the General Assembly
to support us in a movement to which God seems to be calling ns, and which concerns
su0 much the interests of His Kingdom.

WILLLAN AGNEW, Moderator.

Extracted from the Minutes of Assembly by
ALEXANDER McCARLIE, Clerk.

{2.) ANENT DELEGATES To THE CHURCH OF SCUTLAND,
Church of Szotland Coloninl Comnnittee,
122 Queen Street, Edinburgh,
21st July, 1910.

To the Clerk of the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church of Austiralir,
Nyduney, New South Wales,

Rev. and Dear Sir,

The (reneral Assembly of the Church of Scotlaud have recently had under
consideration the arrangements for tie reception and heaving of delegates from Colonial
and other Reformed Churches, and after fall discussion have agreed to adopt a new
system whereby an invitation is sent to the Colonial Churches in rotation o appoint one
delegate to represent them in the (ieneral Assembly of the Church of Scotlaud. The
enclosed extract. from the Report of the General Committee of the Church to last
General Assembly embodies the new arrangement, and a copy of the Deliverance of the
General Assembly thercon ig appinded theveto.  You will vbserve from sugpestion four
un page twelve, that it way at fivst intended that invitations shonld be sent in the
following order : (1) Canara ; 12) Australia ; (3) South Africa; (1) New Zeuland, but it
has been found necessary to depart from this ovder: first, becaunse the (General
Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in Canada will not nieet again until after the
Church of Scotland General Assembly of 1911, and canunot, thevefure, appoint a delegate
under the new system ; and, second, there was such a large representation from the
Presbyterian Chureh of Australia at last General Assembly that it hax Leen thought
advisable not to juvite a delegate from that Church for next year. An invitation will,
in consequence, be sent to the Presbytevian Church of South Africa, to appoint a
delegate for 1911, and to the other three Churches as may be arranged, the invitation
m each vase being sent as soon ax possible after the rising of the Geneval Assembly of
the Church of Scotland.

I am instructed by the Colonial Committee to connunicate this arvangement to
you iu order that the General Assembly of your Church may be informed of it, and I
shall be obliged if you will take the necessary steps for having this done,

I an, yours faithfunlly,
ALEX MELLOWLEES,
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